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National 
 
Mysuru declared cleanest city in Swachh Sarvekshan 2016  
 Mysuru city from Karnataka 

has been ranked first in 
terms of cleanliness for 
second time in row among 
the 73 surveyed cities in 
Swachh Sarvekshan 2016.  

 It was announced by Urban 
Development Minister 
Venkaiah Naidu during the 
Swachh Survekshan 2016 
award function held in New 
Delhi.  

Key Facts  
 The rankings of the Swachh 

Survekshan Survey 2016 were conducted by Quality Council of India (QCI) as part of ‘Swachh 
Bharat Mission’.  

 The survey was conducted to measure the impact of efforts under Swachh Bharat Mission for 
solid waste management, construction of toilets and service delivery level. In this ranking list, 
15 cities have scored more than 70% of the total marks of 2000 and were categorized as 
Leaders.  

 20 cities have scored in the range of 60%-70% were categorized as Aspiring Leaders and those 
cities with scores in the range of 50%-60% need to accelerate their efforts. Cities that have 
scored below 50% are named Slow Movers and need to work harder to improve sanitation.  

 Top 10 cities are:  Mysore (1st rank), Chandigarh (2nd), Tiruchirappalli (3rd), Delhi (4th), 
Visakhapatnam (5th), Surat (6th), Rajkot (7th) and Gangtok (8th), Pimpri-Chinchwad (9th) 
and Greater Mumbai (10th).  

 10 Least clean cities:  Dhanbad (73rd), Asansol (72nd), Itanagar (71st), Patna (70th), Meerut 
(69th), Raipur (68th), Ghaziabad (67th), Jamshedpur (66th), Varanasi (65th) and Kalyan 
Dombivili (64th).  

Background  
 The first Swachh Survekshan Survey was undertaken by Union Urban Development ministry in 

2014 in 476 cities and municipalities which have a population of over 1, 00,000.  
 Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, the government has set a target of constructing over one 

crore individual household toilets and over 2.5 lakh community toilet seats by 2nd October, 
2019. 

 
MGNREGA completes 10 years of implementation  
 The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005  completes 

ten years of implementation.  
 On this occasion, Union Ministry of Rural Development had organised MGNREGA SAMMELAN 

in New Delhi to highlight achievements MGNREGA. Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was 
Chief Guest in the Sammelan.  
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About Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005    
 MGNREGA is a flagship rural job guarantee 

scheme that was announced by the then UPA 
government headed by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh in February 2006.  

 The scheme aims at providing 100 days 
wage employment to every household to 
ensure livelihood security in rural areas. It 
also aimed at sustainable development to 
address the cause of drought, deforestation 
and soil erosion.  

 One third (33 per cent) proposed jobs in the scheme have been reserved for the women. Union 
Ministry of Rural Development is nodal agency for the implementation of the scheme.  

Status of Implementation  
 Since its implementation began the total expenditure on the scheme has amounted to over 3 

lakh crore rupees.  
 Out of this, 71% has been spent on wage payments to workers. The percentage of Scheduled 

Caste (SC) workers has consistently been about 20% and Scheduled Tribe (ST) workers have 
been about 17%.  

 Women participation has rose to 57% well above the statutory requirement of 33%. Over 
1,980 crore person-days employment have been generated in the programme.  

 More than 65% of the works taken under MGNREGA are linked to agriculture and allied 
activities. 

 
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Programme to be launched  
 ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’ programme will be launched to link States and Districts in an 

annual programme that connects people though exchanges in areas of language, trade, culture, 
travel and tourism.  

 While presenting the General Budget 2016-17 in Lok Sabha, the Union Finance Minister Shri 
Arun Jaitley said that to strengthen understanding of each other. 

 It is proposed to create a closer engagement between States and Districts in a structured 
manner.  

 
President to declare Kerala as first digital state 
 President Pranab Mukherjee will declare Kerala as the 

first digital state of the country on 27th February, 
2016. 

 Pinning another feather on the cap of the southern 
state that boasts of many firsts in the human 
development index. 

 It will be the 1st fully digitised state With high e-
literacy rate and mobile penetration (32 m 
connections). 

 It is also the first to complete the national optic fiber 
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network project which helps to provide high-speed internet in all gram panchayats and remote 
areas.  

 Many key government offices will be paperless soon. More than 3000 offices in the state, 
including motor vehicles and land registration departments, have achieved this feat. 

 
ISRO to set up Satellite Centre for in ASEAN countries in Vietnam 
 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is working 

to establishment of a Satellite Tracking & Data 
Reception Station and Data Processing Facility for 
ASEAN Member countries in Vietnam. 

 ISRO will set up this satellite centre at the behest of 
Union Government as part of Space Cooperation 
between India and Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). This information was provided by 
the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh in a reply to an unstarred question in Lok Sabha. 

 This facility is intended to acquire and process Indian Remote Sensing Satellite (IRSS) data 
pertaining to ASEAN region and disseminate to ASEAN Member countries. 

 Under this initiative, all 10 ASEAN member countries including Vietnam will be allowed to 
access processed remote sensing data pertaining to their country. 

 Ground facility is designed in such a way that it will not allow Indian data to be accessed and 
processed by the system 

 
E-Tourist Visa Scheme extended to 37 more countries 
 The Union Government has extended e-Tourist Visa 

Scheme to 37 more countries. With this, the total 
count of countries under the scheme will become 
150. 

 The new countries included in e-Tourist Visa scheme 
are Austria, Albania, Botswana, Brunei, Bulgaria, 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Comoros, Cote d’lvoire, Cape 
Verde,  Czech Republic, Croatia, Eritrea, Denmark, 
Gabon, Greece, Guinea, Gambia, Ghana,  Madagascar, 
Malawi, Iceland, Lesotho, Liberia, San Marino, Moldova, Namibia, Romania, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Switzerland, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, Trinidad & Tobago, Tajikistan, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 

 Union Government had launched e-Tourist Visa Scheme (as Tourist Visa on Arrival scheme) in 
November 2014. The e-Tourist Visa Scheme facilitates pre-authorization of Visa i.e. electronic 
travel authorisation given to foreigners prior to travel. 

 Under this scheme, an applicant registers for visa online and receives an email authorising 
him/her to travel to India after it is approved. On arrival, the visitor has to present the 
authorisation to the immigration authorities who will in turn allow them to enter into the 
country. 

 The scheme seeks to tap the vast tourism potential of India which still remains untapped and 
explored. 
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Ratan Tata to Head Indian Railways’ innovation Committee 
 Suresh Prabhu, Minister of Railway has announced Ratan 

Tata to head the Indian Railway Innovation Committee.  
 In 2016- 2017 he has announced plans to set up a dedicated 

cross functional team called Special Unit for Transportation 
Research and Analytics (Sutra).  

 The main aim is to carry out detailed analysis leading to 
optimized investment decisions and operations.  

 The team would comprise professional analysts and best in 
class decision support systems and optimization engines. 

 The initiative would be administered by an Innovation 
Committee comprising reputed investors, representatives from National Academy of Indian 
Railways, Railway Board and ‘Kayakalp’ headed by Ratan Tata.  

 
Cabinet approves Atal Innovation Mission 
 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

has given its approval for establishment of Atal Innovation Mission 
(AIM) and Self Employment and Talent Utilisation (SETU) in NITI 
Aayog with appropriate manpower.  

 Establishment of AIM and AIM Directorate would result in 
implementation of Mission activities in a focussed manner.  

 This would be a focal point for innovation and entrepreneurship in 
the country. 

 The Mission would be guided by a Mission High Level Committee 
(MHLC) which will take all decisions relating to approval of requisite guidelines including 
Grand Challenge areas, prize money and implementation of various elements of AIM and SETU. 

 NITI Aayog will hire Mission Director and other appropriate manpower.The headquarter of the 
Mission will be New Delhi. 

 
India extends $1 million aid to cyclone-hit Fiji 
 Cyclone-hit Fiji will receive one million dollars as immediate assistance from the Indian 

Government.  
 This was announced by Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Vikas Swarup.  
 Fiji has been struck by “Cyclone Winston” which brought with it wind gusts of 325 kilometres 

per hour and sea and ocean waves up to 12 metres high.  
 The area’s crops and several villages have been flattened completely by the natural calamity.  
 So far, 29 people have reportedly died and many others have been shifted to evacuation 

centres. 
 
INS Arihant – India’s first nuclear submarine ready to operate 
 INS Arihant, India’s first nuclear armed submarine is now ready for full fledged operations.  
 The submarine has passed several deep sea diving drills as well as weapons launch tests over 

the past five months.  
 The formal induction into the naval fleet is only a political call away.  
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 The Arihant, which is the first of five nuclear missile submarines or SSBNs planned for 
induction, has also undergone deep sea dives off Vishakhapatnam where it was build.  

 A Russian diving support ship the RFS Epron that arrived on October has been accompanying 
the Arihant on its deep sea dives and launch tests. 

 
India to induct women in combat roles: President 
 The Government has decided to induct women in all military combat roles in the future.  
 The announcement has been made by President Pranab Mukherjee during the joint sitting of 

the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 
 The President said, “In our country, shakti is the manifestation of female energy. This shakti 

defines our strength.  
 My government has approved the induction of women as short service commission officers 

and as fighter pilots in the IAF.  
 In the future, my government will induct women in all fighter streams of our armed forces.” 
 
President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurates India’s first Gender Park at Kozhikode  
 President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated India’s first 

Gender Park at Kozhikode district of Kerala. It is also the 
first of its kind gender equality convergence centre in 
Asia.  

 The park is an initiative of the Social Justice Department 
of the Kerala Government to promote research and other 
initiatives to enable total gender equality.  

Key Facts 
 The Gender Park seeks to encourage women to take part in developmental and decision 

making process. It has been launched as part of supporting the efforts of the State and Central 
governments in ensuring an inclusive, discrimination free society.  

 It covers issues pertaining to all three genders and in accordance with the 2015 gender and 
transgender policies of the state government. The Gender Institute at the park will mainly 
focus on learning, research and capacity development. 

 It seeks to bring together the state, civil society and academia on a common platform to 
promote studies and research on gender issues to address the gender issues.  

 This platform seeks to create an environment to share global knowledge and experiences in 
reducing gender inequalities.  

 It also seeks to create awareness of the critical linkages between gender equality, economic 
growth and poverty reduction to effectively address gender related issues in national 
development processes.  

 State Government under its Gender Policy is planning to roll out ‘She Taxi’ that aims solely at 
empowering women. Earlier in 2016, State government had launch ‘Gender Taxi’ that is owned 
and operated by transgenders under its Transgender Policy (first such policy in the country). 

 
Indian Government to provide wi-fi at 25,000 spots in country 
 The Indian government has planned to set up wi-fi facilities at 25,000 spots in the country by 

March 2016. 
 At present, the facilities are available at three hundred spots across India. 

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- February, 2016 
 

7 |    
www.clatpossible.com 

A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 

circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 

laws of India. 

 The government is exploring to have such more wi-fi spots in near future. 
 The government is laying optical fibre network in two lakh 50 thousand gram panchayats of 

the country to provide broadband facilities. 
 
Mastercard to launch payments by selfie 
 Mastercard is launching new mobile technologies that 

will allow customers to authenticate their online 
purchases using selfies or fingerprints.  

 The technology will be rolled out by big banks in the U.S., 
Canada, the U.K. and some European countries over the 
next few months.  

 People from around the world will be regularly using this 
authentication technology within five years, said Ajay 
Bhalla, president of enterprise security solutions at MasterCard. 

 Mastercard plans to roll out the technology to the UK, US, Canada, Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, 
Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark. 

 Customers who want to try selfie authentication will have to download a special MasterCard 
app that will allow them to take a photo each time they make an online purchase. Their face (or 
fingerprint) will be scanned to prove that they — not hackers or thieves — are making a 
purchase. 

 
Government To Sell Its 5 % Stake In NTPC 
 Government will sell its 5 per cent stake in India's largest 

power producer NTPC at a floor price of Rs 122 per share 
to raise Rs 5,029 crore.  

 The government, which owns almost 75% of the company, 
plans to sell its stake in the two-day sale filings. 

 Retails investors, for whom 20 per cent shares have been 
reserved, will get to bid on February 24.  

 Indian government still remains well short of its Rs69,500 
crore stake sale target for the year to 31 March.  

 This fiscal, the government has sold shares in companies including Power Finance Corp. and 
Rural Electrification Corp. It has raised Rs13,340 crore, or a fifth of the aim through 
disinvestment in five PSUs — EIL, Indian Oil Corp, PFC, REC and Dredging Corporation.  

 
World’s 1st fast-acting Anti-Rabies drug to be launched in India 
 World’s first fast-acting anti-rabies drug Rabies Human Monoclonal Antibody (RMAb) will be 

launched in India.  
 The drug has been developed by Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) and US-based 

MassBiologics of the University of Massachusetts Medical School.  
 RMAb drug is a human IgG1 monoclonal antibody that instantly deactivates rabies virus by 

specifically binding to a conformational epitope of glycoprotein of the virus.  
 It is 25% cheaper compared to the existing expensive human rabies immunoglobulin (hRIG) 

treatment.  

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- February, 2016 
 

8 |    
www.clatpossible.com 

A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 

circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 

laws of India. 

 It has advantage of automatically precluding the chances of transmitting blood-borne 
infections that are present in rabies immunoglobulin vaccines.  

 
RBI extends currency swap arrangement with SAARC nations 
 In order to enhance economic cooperation and strengthen financial stability, 

RBI has extended the $2 billion currency swap arrangement to SAARC 
nations till mid-November 2017. 

 Under the arrangement, RBI is to offer swap arrangement up to an 
overall amount of $2 billion both in foreign currency and Indian rupee. 

 The SAARC Swap Arrangement was offered by the RBI to SAARC nations 
on November 15, 2012. 

 The facility will be available to all SAARC member countries — Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

 The swap amount available to various member central banks has been arrived at broadly 
based on two months import cover subject to a floor of $100 million and a maximum of $400 
million per country. 

 
Madhya Pradesh’s Katni To Have India’s Longest Railway Bridge 
 Katni in Madhya Pradesh to have India’s longest railway bridge of 14 km in length which is 

three and half folds longer than the Vembanad rail Bridge that connects Edappally and 
Vallarpadam of 4.6 Km in length.  

 Its total length would be 21 Km included the down line of the bridge would be 7 Km . 
 This Project has got received clearance from Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 

recently along with other railway projects.  
 Design and survey of the bridge has been completed and it will take 5 years for completion and 

expected cost be around 600 crore.  
 This comes under West Central Railways (WCR).  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicates Paradip Oil Refinery to nation  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated Indian Oil Corporation’s (IOC’s) new state of the art 

refinery at Paradip in Odisha to the nation. It is overall IOC’s 11th refinery to be set up and has 
installed capacity of 15 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA).  

Key features of the refinery  
 Built at a cost of 34,555 crore rupees and has been 

designed to process broad basket of crude including dirty 
and cheaper high sulphur heavy crudes from Latin 
America.  

 Capable to produce Bharat Stage IV (BS IV)/BS V quality 
transportation fuel to comply with Auto Fuel Policy.  

 It has more than 20 process units that can processes the 
basic feedstock, crude oil to obtain various products 
including polymers like polypropylene, paraxylene and styrene. It is one of the most modern 
refineries in the world and is equipped with the latest technology.  

 It has complexity Factor of 12.2.  
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 Products:  Major products are premium grade high speed diesel (HSD) and motor spirit (MS). 
The other products includes propylene (petrochemical grade), naphtha, LPG, aviation turbine 
fuel (ATF) and kerosene.  

 Major by-products:  Petroleum coke (petcoke) and sulphur. 
 
Haryana to become the first state in India to have Aquifer mapping 
 With the climate changes in the recent years, the groundwater sources have gone down to a 

critical level.  
 To find out the exact location of the Aquifer rocks a new mapping technique is to be introduced 

in Haryana by May making it as the first state to have such mapping. 
 Aquifer rock is an underground layer ofwater bearing rock which has groundwater stored in it. 
 
42nd Khajuraho Dance Festival Begins In MP 
 The 42nd Khajuraho Dance Festival began 

in the temple town of Khajuraho, 
Chhattarpur district in Madhya Pradesh. 
The world famous dance festival began 
with Odissi group dance of Ranjna Gauher 
and others. 

 The festival will showcase classical dances, 
including Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Odissi 
and Kuchipudi, depicting the ancient tales 
like Mahishasur Mardini' and 'Krishna Rasa,' an official said. Madhumita Roy and Madhuri 
Majumdar gave presentation of Kathak-Kuchipudi and Purvadhanashree presented 
Bharatnatyam.  

 State Fine Arts Awards were given away to ten artists on this occasion. 
 The festival is being organized by Department of Culture, Madhya Pradesh, will be held against 

the backdrop of iconic Khajuraho temples, built by Chandela dynasty between 950 and 1050 
AD, world-wide know for erotic sculptures.  

 The festival has gained international recognition with a world heritage site being its venue. 
Khajuraho temples witness the maximum footfalls of foreign tourists in Madhya Pradesh. 

 
PIB Clears India Post's Rs 800 Cr Proposal for Payments Bank 
 The Public Investment Board has approved the Rs 800-crore 

proposal from India Post for setting up a payments bank and 
it will be placed before the Cabinet within a month for final 
approval.  

 The department is in the process of finalising the selection of 
a consultant for setting up India Post’s payments bank. It had 
shortlisted six consultants but only three of them submitted 
the bids. 

 The India Post payments bank will primarily target unbanked 
and under-banked customers in rural, semi-rural and remote 
areas, with a focus on providing simple deposit products and money remittance services.  
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 The base for the payments bank is set to start from January 2017, and the full-fledged 
operations may start by March.  

 Around 40 international financial conglomerates including the World Bank and Barclays have 
shown interest to partner the postal department for setting up the bank. 

 
MP, Rajasthan set up SPV for implementation of Smart City Plans 
 Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan Government have 

set up Special Purpose Vehicles (SPV) for the 
implementation of Smart City Plans.  

 SPVs have been set up for five cities – Jabalpur, 
Indore and Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh and Jaipur 
and Udaipur in Rajasthan. 

 These cities are among the first batch of 20 winners 
of Smart City Challenge Competition held by the 
Union Ministry of Urban Development. The Ministry 
will release 200 crore rupees for each of the 20 selected cities only after SPVs are set up.  

Smart Cities Project  
 The Smart Cities mission is a pet project of Prime Minister Narendra Modi that seeks to 

improve infrastructure and service delivery of selected cities through application of 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and e-governance. Urban local Bodies 
(ULBs) and State Governments will play a key supportive role in the development of Smart 
Cities.  

Special Purpose Vehicles (SPV)  
 SPVs must be registered under the Companies Act, 2013 to ensure timely, cost-effective and 

efficient execution of smart city projects with operational freedom.  
 They will ensure that the qualities of the outcomes of these smart city projects are 

benchmarked against global standards.  
 SPVs shall have 50:50 equity that will held by the states and respective urban local bodies. 

Private equity is also allowed but the management control will rest with the Governments 
only. SPVs will be headed by a CEO and shall approve, sanction and execute the projects 
besides mobilizing resources from various sources.   

 
Swachh Himachal Padhai bhi, Safai bhi campaign launched  
 Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA) has launched ‘Swachh Himachal – Padhai bhi, 

Safai bhi’ campaign in Dharamsala.  
 With this unique campaign, HPCA became the first cricket association in the country to work 

towards Swatch Bharat Abhiyan initiated by the Union Government.  
Key facts  
 The campaign aims at involving youth to promote good health and sanitation in urban and 

rural areas in the Himalayan state. Its objective is to showcase Himachal’s beauty as India’s 
cleanest and greenest state. 

 Under it, the sport of cricket will be linked with Swatch Bharat Abhiyan and youth’s will be 
termed as Swatch Captain and teachers as Swatch Coach.  

 They will start cleanliness drive with the help of students from universities, educational 
institutes and then in their local neighborhood. 
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Vibrant North East event concludes in Guwahati  
 The three-day long Vibrant North East event concluded in 

Guwahati, Assam.  
 It was inaugurated on 18 February 2016 by Union Minister 

Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur.  
 It was the second edition of the event jointly organized by 

the Centre for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD) and ASSOCHAM.  
Key facts  
 Vibrant North East was organised in association with Union Ministry for Development of North 

Eastern Region (DoNER) and Union Food Processing Ministry. 
 Rural banking, Make in North East and Horticulture and food processing etc. were the key 

areas of Vibrant North East.  
 The event severed as a common powerful platform for the developmental projects and 

initiatives in the Northeast India.  
 Around 500 young farmers had undergone an orientation course at the expo. Seminars, 

business meet and exhibitions were also organized during the event. Directorate of Advertising 
& Visual Publicity (DAVP), ISRO, National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) also had 
participated in exhibition. 

 
ISRO successfully test cryogenic engine of GSLV Mark 3 rocket  
 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

has successfully conducted hotbed test of the 
indigenously developed high-thrust cryogenic 
engine (CE20) of the GSLV Mark 3 (LVM3) 
rocket for the upper stage.  

 The long-duration test was conducted at ISRO 
Propulsion Research Centre at Mahendragiri, 
Tamil Nadu and lasted for 640 seconds. It  was 
conducted with Mixture Ratio Controller (MRC) 
in a closed loop mode.  

Key facts  
 The CE20 uses Liquid Hydrogen at -253 degrees C and Liquid Oxygen at -193 degrees C as 

propellants and generates power of approximately 2 MW.  
 It has been developed indigenously by Mahendragiri based Liquid Propulsion System centre 

(LPSC).  
Earlier Tests  
 CE20 engine already has undergone two short-duration tests for engine ignition and steady 

state performance. In 2015, the first developmental engine completed different hot tests in 
various operating regimes. In the next the engine will be vacuum tested in the high altitude test 
facility as part of the flight acceptance test. 

 
Uma Bharti to Inaugurate Jal Manthan 2016 
 Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Sushri Uma 

Bharti will inaugurate Jal Manthan -2″ on February 22, 2016 New Delhi. 
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 The main theme of two day event is Integrated Approach for Sustainable Water Management. 
 The two day event will have consultations and 

discussions on River Basin Approach for 
Sustainable development, Ground water, Water 
security, Principles of allocation of water, 
innovation in water governance, Water 
management, Coordination between centre and 
states, Water conservation and need for a National 
Legislation on water. 

 Union Ministers of related 
Ministries/Departments, Chief Ministers of some 
States/Union Territories, Irrigation/ Water Resources Ministers of States/UTs, eminent 
experts in water sector, representatives of NGOs and senior officers of the Central and State 
Governments will be attending the event.  

 The first Jal Manthan was organized in November 2014. 
 
Aditya Birla, Idea form JV for Payments Bank 
 Aditya Birla Nuvo, one of the eleven entities that have received in-principle approvals from the 

RBI to set up payments banks, said it has incorporated a new subsidiary for the same purpose.  
 The new entity, Aditya Birla Idea Payments Bank Ltd, is a 51:49 joint venture (JV) between it 

and Idea Cellular, its telecom subsidiary in which it owns 23.26%. 
 As per the norms issued by RBI, a payments bank can accept deposits up to Rs 1 lakh from 

individual customers, issue ATM and debit cards, offer payments and remittance services, and 
act as a distributor of simple financial products such as mutual funds units and insurance 
products.  

 The central bank, however, barred payments banks from undertaking lending activities. 
 
Make In India Week Concludes In Mumbai 
 The week long Make in India concluded in 

Mumbai.  
 It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on February 13, 2016. The event has secured 
investment commitments worth Rs 15.2 lakh 
crore, with host state Maharashtra alone 
accounting for Rs 8 lakh crore. Besides, it received 
investment enquiries worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore.  

 The Make in India was country’s biggest show of 
manufacturing sector that had successfully brought manufacturing, design and innovation to 
the centre-stage.  

 102 countries were represented in the mega expo and more than 8 lakh people visited the 
expo and other events, out of which 49,74 were registered delegates.  

 A total of 150 events were organized under the banner of this event and more than 25 
thousand people had participated in seminars.  
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Union Cabinet approves LIGO-India research project on gravitational waves 
 The Union Cabinet has given an in-principle approval to the LIGO-India mega science proposal 

for research on gravitational waves. 
 The proposal is piloted by the Department of Atomic Energy and the Department of Science 

and Technology. 
 It will establish a state of the art gravitational wave observatory in India in collaboration with 

the LIGO Laboratory in the US run by Caltech and MIT. 
 The gravitational waves were detected by the Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave 

Observatory (LIGO) — a system of detectors in Washington and Louisiana. 
 
BHEL commissions GVK Goindwal Sahib’s 270-MW unit in Punjab 
 Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd has commissioned a 270-

MW coal-based thermal power project of GVK Group in 
Punjab. 

 The unit has been commissioned at the upcoming 540 
MW (2x270 MW) Goindwal Sahib coal-fired plant of GVK 
Power & Infrastructure Ltd located in Tarn Taran district 
in Punjab. 

 BHEL had commissioned four hydel power units of 82.5 
MW each at Alaknanda hydropower project in 
Uttarakhand for GVK. 

 GVK had enlisted BHEL for the Goindwal Sahib project under design, engineering, 
manufacture, supply and erection and commissioning of steam turbine and implement the 
project. 

 BHEL has so far supplied six units of 210 MW, two units of 210 MW and two units of 250 MW 
and 270 MW units in Goindwal Sahib, all in Punjab. 

 
Tata unveils first ever India-made Robot ‘Brabo’ 
 TAL Manufacturing Solutions, a Tata Group company, is expected to launch first ever India-

made robot before May 2016. 
 Dubbed ‘Tata Brabo’, the robot has been showcased in the Make in India week in Mumbai. 
 Brabo has been developed in-house by a team of six engineers whose average age is 24 years, 

led by Anil Bhingurde, chief operating officer of TAL Manufacturing Solutions. 
 The development cost is reported to be about Rs 10 crore. 
 The design of the robot was done in-house at TAL, styling was done at Tata Elxi, and 

manufacturing of some parts at Tata AutoComp, while Tata Capital provided the finance. 
 

Union Government Has Launched Non Tax Receipt Portal 
 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has launched Non-Tax Receipt Portal (NTRP) to electronically 

collect over Rs.2 trillion annually in non-tax receipts. 
 It was launched as part of Union Government’s flagship Digital India campaign.  
 Currently, non-tax revenues are collected by physical instruments such as bank draft or 

cheque or cash. This portal will reduce a lot of manual work now. 
 NTRP has been developed by the Office of Controller General of Accounts (CGA) and the Union 

Finance Ministry.  
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 It provides a one-stop platform to citizens or corporate or other users to make online payment 
of non-tax receipts to the Union government.  

 
India's 1st Lightest Gun "Nidar" Launched 
 India’s first indigenously developed lightest revolver 

(gun) Nidar weighing merely 250 grams was 
successfully launched to boost the "Make In India" 
initiative.  

 It has been designed and manufactured by the state-run 
Rifle Factory Ishapore located in West Bengal.  

 The Nidar is lightest revolver ever made in India with 
cheapest price tag of Rs 35,000 only.  

 The revolver is capable of firing eight rounds loaded in a revolving chamber.    
 It has a range 7 meters with precise accuracy.  
 
Mahamagam festival celebrated in Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu 
 The Mahamagam festival in Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu is underway and thousands of 

devotees are taking a holy dip in the Mahamagam tank. 
 The festival that comes once in 12 years is often termed as equivalent to the grand religious 

event in Allahabad. 
 The festival began with the hoisting of flags in the 7 Saivite pilgrim centres in the temple town 

of Kumbakonam. 
 In the five prominent Vaishnavite temples, flag hoisting was made as part of the festival. 
 The lakhs of devotees are expected to take the holy dip during the ten-day Mahamagam festival 

period. 
 
Banaras Hindu University turns 100 years 
 Banaras Hindu University (BHU) founded by Freedom fighter Pt Madan Mohan Malviya has 

turned 100 years on 13th February 2016.  
 BHU was founded as important seat of higher education in 

1916. During time of its establishment it was first university 
in India that was the result of a private individual’s efforts.  

 After its formation, BHU had played an important role in the 
freedom movement of India. 

 It main purpose was to build a bridge between India’s past 
and modernising world system in the areas of social 
sciences, humanities particularly in evolving non colonial 
history as a discipline.  

 Motto of BHU: ििद्ययाऽमृतमशु्नते/ Vidyayā’mritamașnute 

(Sanskrit). In English it means “Knowledge imparts immortality.”  
Celebrations  
 To mark this occasion, University had organised a centenary seminar on higher education and 

contribution of BHU where Supreme Court Judge Pinaki Chandra Ghosh will be the Chief 
Guest.  
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 Earlier in September 2014, Union Government had released special coins of Rs 100 
(commemorative) and Rs 10 (released in the market) to commemorate the 100th year of 
establishment of BHU. Postal Department also had issued a special commemorative stamp to 
mark the occasion.  

 Currently, BHU has about 140 departments organised into 6 institutes besides one Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) and an Institute of Medical Sciences. It is Asia’s largest residential 
university with more than 15,000 students from different parts of country are presently 
studying in it. BHU has been listed in the list of Institutes of National Importance.  

 
Neem extract may help treat Pancreatic Cancer: Study 
 A new study has claimed that a natural extract derived from the neem tree can potentially be 

used to treat pancreatic cancer without harming normal, 
healthy cells.  

 The study was conducted by scientists from the Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso (TTUHSC 
El Paso). The findings were published in the journal 
Scientific Reports.  

Key facts  
 Scientists have tested nimbolide, a compound found in 

neem leaves against pancreatic cancer in cell lines and 
mice.  

 The results have showed that this natural compound can stop pancreatic cancer’s growth and 
metastasis without harming healthy, normal cells in vitro and in vivo experiments.  

 In the tests, it was also observed that nimbolide was able to reduce the migration and invasion 
capabilities of pancreatic cancer cells by 70 per cent.  

 It was also found that after Nimbolide was induced cancer cells, it reduced the size and number 
of pancreatic cancer cell colonies by 80 per cent.  

 Pancreatic cancer has the highest mortality rate among the all other forms of cancers. Around 
94 per cent of patients suffering from it die within five years of diagnosis. The cancer grows 
quickly and there are currently no effective treatments available.  

 
India's 1st National Deworming Day Launched 
 India launched its 1st Deworming Day on 10th February. 
 It was launched by The Ministry Of Health & Family 

Welfare to combat parasitic worm infections among 
preschool and school age children across India.  

 Jagat Prakash Nadda, Union Minister for Health & 
Family Welfare inaugurated the Deworming national 
programme, in Jaipur, Rajasthan, together with 
Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje.  

 National Deworming Day is a groundbreaking initiative focused on reducing the threat of 
parasitic worm infections, a widespread health issue affecting over 241 million children in 
India alone.  

 India has the highest burden of soil transmitted parasitic worms in the world.  
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India's 1st Aviation Park To Come Up In Gujarat 
 The state government has planned to set up the country’s first-ever Aviation Park in Gujarat 

near Bagodara village in Ahmedabad to strengthen the aviation sector.  
 State government has given this task to Gujarat State Aviation Infrastructure Company Ltd 

(GUJSAIL) to carry out the project. 
 The first ever Aviation Park will have the facilities including an airstrip, training school, 

helipad and space for setting up small manufacturing units among others. 
 In the later stages, this park will have small manufacturing units to produce spare parts for 

aircraft and also in planning to develop this park on Public Private Partnership (PPP). 
 

Union Government Releases Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 
 Union Ministry of  state for Petroleum and Natural gas (MoPNG) has released the Hydrocarbon 

Vision 2030 for north-east India.  
 The Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 outlines steps to leverage the hydrocarbon sector for social and 

economic development of the north-east region.  
 The states covered under it are Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, 

Sikkim, Mizoram and Tripura. 
 The objectives of the plan are to leverage the region’s hydrocarbon potential, enhance access 

to clean fuels, improve availability of petroleum products, facilitate economic development and 
to link common people to the economic activities in this sector. 

 
India ranks 37th in USCC’s 2016 Intellectual Property Index  
 In recently released Intellectual Property Index 

(IPI) by United States Chamber of Commerce 
(USCC), India was ranked 37th among the 
surveyed 38 countries. These 38 countries 
benchmarked in the 2016 index accounts for 
nearly 85% of the global GDP.  

 Venezuela ranked lowest below India at 38th position with 6.42 points on the index. Key 
highlights In this edition of IP Index, India has scored a low 7.0 out of maximum 30 points.  

 Top 10 Countries:  US (28.6 score), UK (27.5), Germany (27.4), France (27.2), Sweden (27.1), 
Singapore (25.6), Switzerland (24.9), Australia (24.8), Japan (23.3) and South Korea (23.3).  

 BRICS Countries:  Russia (20th Rank), China (22nd), South Africa (26th), Brazil (29th) and 
India (37th).  

 Reasons for India’s lower ranking:  Patent protection in India remains outside of 
international best practices. Indian laws do not provide adequate enforcement mechanisms to 
combat online piracy effectively.  

 About Intellectual Property Index  
 The index is based on 30 parameters (each having one point) fixed by US Chamber’s Global 

Intellectual Property Centre (GIPC). It was started in 2012 and some of its criteria are patent, 
copyright and trademark protections, enforcement and engagement in international treaties. 

 
Indian Government Sanctions Rs. 580 Crore for Railway Link With Bangladesh 
 The Indian government has sanctioned Rs.580 crore for the vital rail link.  
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 As it expected to complete the work on the 15-km-long rail line to connect Agartala with 
Akhaura in that country by 2017. Of the 15 km railway track, 10 km falls in the Bangladesh 
side and the rest in India.  

 The entire project cost would be borne by the Center and over Rs 1,000 crore was sanctioned 
for completion of the track in Bangladesh side. 

 The 1,700 km distance between Agartala and Kolkata through Chicken Neck near Siliguri 
would be reduced to 350 km. 

 Currently, India and Bangladesh have four rail links with West Bengal. 
 
INS Viraat To Be Converted Into luxury Hotel 
 The world’s oldest aircraft carrier, INS Viraat, is all set to be converted into a luxury hotel to 

attract tourists once it is decommissioned from service in June this year. 
 The Defence Ministry has given its nod to a proposal from Andhra Pradesh Tourism 

Development Corporation (APTDC) to convert the Centaur-class aircraft carrier into a hotel-
cum-museum. 

 The state government has drawn up plans to convert Viraat into a 500-room hotel.The warship 
would be docked at the shores of Visakhapatnam to serve as a tourist attraction. 

 The project to be taken up under Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. 
 
Rs. 1 L Crore Disbursed Under MUDRA YOJANA 
 Loans worth about Rs1 lakh crore have been sanctioned to small entrepreneurs under the 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana. 
 Emphasizing that the government wants youth to be job creators and not job seekers. 
 On the disbursement of the amount Modi said “We are not looking for youth of the nation to 

turn out to be job seekers, we would like that they grow to be job creators in order that they 
provide employment to at least one, two or 5 individuals. 

 
India will host its firsr global maritime summit 
 According to PM Modi, India will host the first-ever global maritime summit in April 2016. 
 He made the announcement at a function to thank the personnel of the Indian Navy for making 

the International Fleet Review (IFR) a “success”. 
 He also quoted that “Oceans are lifelines of global prosperity. They present us with enormous 

economic opportunities to build our nations”. 
 
Project Sunrise launched for prevention of AIDS in NE states 
 Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare J P Nadda has launched 

Project Sunrise on for prevention of AIDS specially among people 
injecting drugs in the 8 North-Eastern states.  

 The AIDS prevention special project aims to diagnose 90 per cent of 
such drug addicts with HIV and put them under treatment by 2020.  

Key facts  
 Project Sunrise aims at bringing the people living with HIV/AIDS into 

the national mainstream and create more awareness about the 
disease in these N-E states.  

 It will be implemented in the North East in addition to the existing 
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projects of the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO).  
 The project has been sponsored by US based Centre for Disease Control and would be 

implemented by Family Health International 360.  
 It will cover one lakh people living with HIV/AIDS by giving them treatment and care facilities 

free of cost.  
 Other initiatives to be covered it include enhancing capacity of state-level institutions in high 

burden areas, community mobilization, intervention among females injecting drugs. 
 
30th Surajkund International Crafts Mela started at Faridabad 
 The 30th edition of the Surajkund International Crafts Mela 

began at Surajkund in Faridabad, Haryana on 1 February 
2016. The event that will continue till 15 February 2016 
was inaugurated by Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar. 

 Telangana was selected as the Theme State and will 
showcase its unique culture and rich heritage and about 300 artistes from the state will 
perform different folk arts. Chhattisgarh was chosen as the Theme State for the 29th Surajkund 
International Crafts Mela-2015. At least 23 countries will be part of the Mela, with China and 
Japan being the two focus countries. 

 The first edition of the Surajkund Crafts Mela was hosted in 1987. The Mela is organized by the 
Surajkund Mela Authority and Haryana Tourism in collaboration with Union Ministries of 
Tourism, Textiles, Culture and External Affairs. 

 Traditional craftsmen (artists, painters, weavers and sculptors) from all parts of the country 
participate in this annual mela and showcase some of the most exquisite handlooms and 
handicrafts of India and culture. Handmade fabrics soaked in ethnic colours make an eye 
catching display for the visitors. 

 Every year a theme State and a Partner Nation is chosen. Theme State is chosen with a view to 
promote and focus the art, craft and cuisine of the theme State whereas Partner Nation is 
chosen to showcases the best of that nation’s art, culture, traditions and heritage. 

 
 Finance Ministry now has an official YouTube Channel, which is expected to disseminate 

information about the official events. The Channel will feature videos on the major schemes, 
events, meetings, press conferences and other exclusive videos relating to the Ministry.  

 The book titled Nathuram Godse - The Story of an Assassin authored by Anup Ashok Sardesai 
was released on 30 January 2016. The book was released at the government-owned Ravindra 
Bhavan in Margao, Goa by BJP leader and the bhavan's chairman Damodar Naik. 

 OYO Rooms has tied up with the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC). 
The tie-up aims to offer standardised accommodation and a convenient booking platform to 
rail travellers. Under the tie-up, OYO Rooms will power the IRCTC hotel-booking page, offering 
their inventory and standardised amenities to passengers. With this, IRCTC customers will 
have ready access to hotel accommodations under OYO. 

 Lok Sabha passed Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2016. The Bill aims to empower the 
Election Commission to carry out delimitation in areas that were affected by the enactment of 
the Constitution (100th Amendment) Act, 2015. 
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 Union Cabinet approved proposal to establish Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and SETU in NITI 
Aayog. It was observed that AIM is a mission and SETU is an approach to encourage innovation 
ecosystem and entrepreneurship. 

 Private Banks employees should be considered public servants under Prevention of 
Corruption Act: SC. With this, the investigating agencies like Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) will be able to examine frauds and scams involving private banks operating in the 
country. 

 PM Narendra Modi launched Rurban Mission in Chhattisgarh. The Rurban Mission seeks to 
develop smart village on the line of smart cities and reduce the burden of migration to the 
cities through adopting ‘cluster approach’. 

 Union Government nod for building of 82000 houses for poor in urban areas of 163 cities. The 
construction will involve an investment of over four thousand crore rupees. Of the total cost, 
the Union Government will provide an assistance of 1226 crore rupees. 

 PM Modi released guidelines for Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana at Kisan Mela in MP. On the 
occasion, Modi was conferred with Kisan Mitra and Kisan Hiteshi Samman on behalf of Madhya 
Pradesh government for decisions in the interest of farmers’ community. 

 Amendment to the Delimitation Act, 2002 and Representation of the People Act, 1950 
approved.This is in pursuance of the Constitution (100th) Act, 2015 and also allows for 
introduction of a Bill, namely, the Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2016 in Parliament. 

 Supreme Court upheld Army’s Command Exit Model of Preferential Promotion. The bench gave 
the judgment while hearing an appeal filed by the Union Government against the Armed Forces 
Tribunal’s (AFT) 2 March 2015 order quashing its 2009 Command Exit Model recommended 
by Ajai Vikram Singh Committee. 

 States can clampdown mobile internet access under Section 144 of CrPC: Supreme Court. The 
ruling was given in a petition filed against a Gujarat high court order that upheld a clampdown 
on mobile internet access under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code during the Patidar 
agitation. 

 Union Health Minister launched National Framework for Elimination of Malaria 2016-2030. 
The National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) 2016-2030 outlines India’s strategy 
for elimination of the disease by 2030. 

 Union Government launched 24x7 toll free Tourist Infoline in 12 International Languages. The 
languages handled by the contact centers include ten International languages besides English 
and Hindi, namely, Arabic, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Chinese, Portuguese, 
Russian and Spanish. 

 Union Government to set up National Organic Farming Research Institute in Sikkim. The 
setting up of the institute is of primary importance for Sikkim as it was declared as the first 
organic farming State in the country in January 2016 by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 India Government will distribute 14 crore Soil Health card in the country by March 2017. The 
steps have been taken by the government to achieve the target. The foundation stone of 
Agriculture Technology Application Research Institute was laid  Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Sikkim. The new institute will help the farmers.  
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International 
 
Japan launches ASTRO-H satellite to study black holes  
 Japan has successfully launched ASTRO-H space 

observation satellite to probe mysterious black holes. 
The satellite was launched by H2A rocket after it had 
successfully lifted off at the Tanegashima Space Centre.  

Key Facts  
 ASTRO-H satellite has been developed by the Japan 

Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) in cooperation 
with National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and others.  

 It will orbit earth at an altitude of about 580 kilometres 
and observe X-rays emanating mainly from black holes 
and galaxy clusters.  

 It is cylindrically shaped and is 14 meters long and weighs 2.7 tonnes. It is the heaviest 
scientific satellite Japan has worked on. It will help unravel the mysteries of the universe.  

 The satellite has been equipped with four X-ray telescopes and two gamma-ray detectors and 
is designed to capture X-rays that cannot be detected on Earth because the planet’s 
atmosphere absorbs them. 

 
For first time Scientists discover Gravitational Waves  
 Scientist for the first time have discovered 

Gravitational Waves (GW) that were hypothesised 
by Albert Einstein in 1916. These waves were 
detected by the scientists working at two LIGO 
(Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave 
Observatory) facilities in United States.  

Key Facts  
 LIGO scientists have detected these gravitational 

waves produced by collision of two black holes 
located 1.3 billion light years away from earth.  

 Process of Discovery:  The LIGO experiment has 4km long L-shaped tunnels and uses lasers 
to measures changes in the distance between two ends.  

 When the GW enters into LIGO, it stretches space and direction, and disperses space in another 
direction i.e. these waves disturb the light emitted lasers. Scientists by measuring the 
interference (disturbances) of lasers light map the disturbed space which has been 
compressed or stretched.  

What are Gravitational Waves?  
 In physics, gravitational waves are ripples in the curvature of spacetime which propagate as 

waves, travelling outward from the source at the speed of light. Predicted in 1916 by Albert 
Einstein on the basis of his Theory of General Relativity.  

 Gravitational waves transport energy as gravitational radiation and pass through matter 
without interacting with it.  
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 Previous evidences:  Earlier in 1974, Russel Hulse and Joseph Taylor had disovered indirect 
evidence for the existence of gravitational waves emitted from the decaying orbital period of 
objects called binary pulsars. Both of them for their discovery were awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in 1993.  

Significance  
 This discovery opens new window in studying cosmos and unlock secrets about the early 

universe and mysterious objects like black holes and neutron stars. Confirms a key prediction 
of Albert Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity.  

 Gravitational waves may be useful for studying black holes and other dark objects. As these 
waves do not interact with matter, gravitational waves coming to Earth may be carrying 
undistorted information about its origin.  

 It may also improve methods for estimating the distances to other galaxies. It may also help in 
mapping the abundance of black holes and frequency of their mergers. 

 
India losses solar case against US at WTO  
 India has lost solar case against United States at 

the World Trade Organisation (WTO) for in 
breaching of international trade rules. In this 
regard, WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) 
ruled that India’s domestic content requirement 
for National Solar Mission (NSM) discriminated 
against imported solar technology.  

 The DSB ruled that India domestic content 
requirement lacked domestic manufacturing 
capacity in solar cells and modules and there was risk of a disruption in imports.  

What is the case?  
 United States had dragged India to WTO’s DSB in 2013 alleging that domestic content 

requirement on solar power developers discriminated against American and other imported 
solar technology.  

 Implications of this decision:  US companies manufacturing solar equipments are looking 
NSM which has set an ambitious target of generating 20,000 Mega Watts (MW) solar power by 
2022 as a big business potential. 

 
India approves $150 million credit line for Iran’s Chabahar port 
 India has approved a $150 million credit line for the 

development of Iran’s Chabahar port.  
 The port in southeast Iran is central to New Delhi’s efforts 

to circumvent arch-rival Pakistan and open up a route to 
landlocked Afghanistan where it has developed close 
security ties and economic interests. 

 Under the agreement signed last year between the two 
countries, India will equip and operate two berths in the 
first phase of development at Chabahar Port and extend a 
credit line of $150 million through its external lending arm. Both berths will commence 
operations within 18 months of the signing of a final contract. 
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 India and Iran agreed in 2003 to develop Chabahar on the Gulf of Oman, near Iran’s border 
with Pakistan, but the venture has moved slowly because of the sanctions over Iran’s atomic 
programme.  

 India will make a capital investment of $85.21 million and annual revenue expenditure of 
$22.95 million on a ten year lease following which the ownership of equipment will be 
transferred to Iran. 

 
Pakistan Parliament Become 1st In World To Run Entirely On Solar Power 
 Pakistan parliament became the first in the world 

to completely run on solar power, a venture 
supported by close ally China with a whopping $55 
million funding.  

 Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in a simple ceremony 
switched on solar-powered building of the 
parliament in capital Islamabad. 

 It was launched in 2015 when Chinese President Xi 
Jinping visited and addressed the Parliament.  

 The first announced of the project was in 2014 by Chinese government as an act of friendship 
with financial support of 55 million dollars. The solar panels of parliament have installed 
capacity 80 Mega Watts (MW) of which 62 MW is sufficient for it while remaining 18 MW will 
be connected to national grid.  

 The project was completed in seven months at a cost of 280.61 million rupees. The solar plant 
will help the parliament save around 12 million rupees in electricity bills every year.  

 
Vienna Is The World's Best City To Live In : Survey 
 Austria’s capital Vienna is the best place in the world 

to live, according to an international survey on 
quality of life that has no Indian city in the top 100.  

 Baghdad is the worst, and London, Paris and New 
York do not even make it into the top 35, according 
to international research into quality of life. 

 According to the 18th Mercer Quality of Life study 
which examined socioeconomic conditions of 230 
global cities, Vienna, a city of nearly 1.8 million 
people, is the world’s best city, followed by Zurich, 
Auckland, Munich and Vancouver.  

 Among Indian cities, Hyderabad topped the rankings at 139th position, followed by Pune at 
144, Bangalore 145, Chennai 150, Mumbai 152, Kolkata 160 and national capital Delhi at 161. 
According to the World Bank, Austria has one of the highest figures for GDP per head in the 
world, just behind the US and ahead of Germany and Britain. 

 The study examined social and economic conditions, health, education, housing and the 
environment, and is used by big companies to assess where they should locate and how much 
they should pay staff.  
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India remains world’s largest arms importer 
 India continues to remain the world’s largest arms 

importer, accounting for 14% of the global arms 
imports in the 2011-2015 time frame.  

 It was revealed by report on international arms 
transfers released by a global think-tank, Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).  

 Top arms importers are: India (14%), China (4.7%), 
Australia (3.6%), Pakistan (3.3%), Vietnam (2.9%) 
and South Korea (2.6%).  

 India’s arms imports remains three times greater than those of its rivals Pakistan and China.  
 Its biggest suppliers are Russia, United States (US), Israel and France. This indicates India’s 

failure to build a strong domestic defence-industrial base (DIB) and Indian arms industry has 
failed to produce competitive indigenously-designed weapons. India has spent over 120 billion 
dollars on arms acquisitions over the last 15 years most of them from foreign suppliers.  

 
US Air force tested Minuteman missile from California 
 The US InterContinental Ballistic Missile Minuteman 3 was launched from Vandenberg Air 

force Base in California. 
 The missile blasted off at 34 PM towards west base of Los Angeles. 
 It carried a re-entry vehicle that can target 4200 Miles away to the Marshall Islands of Pacific 

Ocean. 
 It involves personnel from Vandenberg’s 576th Flight Test Squadron and the 625th Strategic 

Operations Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, and the 91st Missile Wing, Minot Air 
Force Base, North Dakota 30th Space wing Commander of US Air force- Christopher Mos. 

 
Five hot Jupiter like planets discovered  
 Scientists have discovered five new Jupiter-like 

planets that are similar in characteristics to our solar 
system’s biggest planet.  

 The newly discovered planets were designated as 
WASP-119 b, WASP-124 b, WASP-126 b, WASP-129 b 
and WASP-133 b. They orbit very close to their host 
stars and hot compared to Jupiter.  

Key facts  
 These planets were discovered by researchers from 

Keele University in UK by using Wide Angle Search for Planets-South (WASP-South) 
instrument.  

 Orbital periods of these planets vary from 2.17 to 5.75 days and their radii is between one to 
1.5 Jupiter radius. Their masses range from 0.3 to 1.2 the mass of Jupiter.  

 Their host star has a similar mass to the Sun of our solar system but it is much older based 
analysis of its effective temperature and density.  

 WASP-124 b: It less massive than Jupiter and has orbital period of 3.4 days and a much 
younger parent star.  
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 WASP-126 b: It has the lowest-mass. It has low surface gravity and is a good target for 
transmission spectroscopy. It is brightest star of among the five.  

 WASP-129 b: It is similar in size to Jupiter and has the longest orbital period. Its surface gravity 
is also high compared to other known hot Jupiters.  

 WASP-133 b: It has the shortest orbital period. It is slightly bigger Jupiter.  
 WASP-South instrument is an array of eight cameras observing selected regions of the 

southern sky. It studies five stars showing planet-like transits in their light curve. 
 
1st Silk Road Train Arrives In Tehran From China 
 The first cargo train to connect Iran and China has 

arrived in Tehran.  
 The train had started its journey from China’s eastern 

Zhejiang province and it took 14 days to reach final 
destination.  

 The trains will run between both countries once in every 
month and the frequency will be increased if necessary.  

 These trains will be run by private companies using 
existing routes.  

 It marks the revival the ancient Silk Road and gives impetus to China’s ambitious One Belt One 
Road (OBOR) initiative part of revived Silk Road diplomacy.  

 
World's Largest Solar Plant Opened In Morocco 
 The world's Largest solar plant was launched in the Souss-Massa-Drâa area in Morocco.  
 It is the part of Noor Ouarzazate solar complex which 

will produce energy for more than one million 
Moroccan households on completion by 2018.  

 It will also reduce carbon emissions by an estimated 
760000 tons per year. 

 The entire project will be implemented in  three phases 
involving construction of Noor I (160MW), Noor II 
(200MW) and Noor III (150MW) in each phase.  

 The World Bank partially financed construction of the plant through a 97 million US dollar loan 
from the Clean Technology Fund.  

 
Indo-Nepal Joint Military Exercise Surya Kiran IX begins in Uttarakhand 
 The 9th edition of India-Nepal Combined Military Exercise Surya Kiran IX has commenced at 

Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand. 
 It is a 14 day military exercise focused on Jungle warfare and counter terrorism. 
 This exercise is based on to practice counter insurgency, jungle warfare and disaster 

management under the aegis of the Indian Army's GARUD division. 
 
India to participate in Cobra Gold 2016 military exercise in Thailand 
 The term Cobra Gold was in news on 3 February 2016 as India confirmed its participation in 

the annual amphibious military exercise in 2016. The decision in this regard was conveyed to 
Thailand, the host country, during Vice President Hamid Ansari’s visit to the country. 
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 It is the largest Asia-Pacific military exercise and held in Thailand every year. It is among the 
largest multinational military exercise in which the United States participates. 

 As of 2014, Cobra Gold has three distinct 
activities, namely, the Combined Arms Live Fire 
Exercise (CALFEX), Command Post Exercise (CPX) 
and activity related to assisting the local Thai 
population. 

 It was first held in 1982 to improve coordination 
between the armed forces of the USA and 
Thailand in both hostile military and 
humanitarian efforts. As of 2015, the exercise 
expanded to include 26 nations - Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, and other South Asian and Pacific Ocean countries among 
others. 

 China was admitted to the exercise for the first time in 2015. The exercise was proven effective 
in improving coordinated military response to natural disasters, including the 2004 Indian 
Ocean tsunami, the 2011 Tōhoku tsunami, and disaster relief provided to the Philippines after 
Typhoon Haiyan struck in November 2013. 

 
LAMITYE 2016 : A Joint Military Exercise Between India And Seychelles 
 LAMITYE 2016 , The 7th edition of India, Seychelles joint military exercise has begun in 

Victoria, Seychelles.  
 The fourteen day exercise has been conducted at Seychelles Defence Academy (SDA), Victoria 

till February 28, 2016.  
 In 2016 exercise, the Indian contingent will comprise of an Infantry platoon and 

representatives from the Special Forces.  
 The Seychelles People’s Defense Forces (SPDF) will be represented by 20 personnel from 

Tazar (Special Forces Unit) and 32 from Seychelles Infantry.  
 The concluding phase of the exercise will incorporate a tactical exercise will be witnessed by 

senior military officers from both the countries. 
 
Naval Exercise IBSAMAR 2016 between India, South Africa, Brazil kicked off in Goa 
 The fifth edition of IBSAMAR 2016 trilateral naval 

exercise between Brazil, India and South Africa 
kicked off in Goa.  

 IBSAMAR is abbreviated as India-Brazil-South 
Africa Maritime.  

 This is the for the first time the exercise is held in 
India as all the previous editions were held in South 
Africa since it began in 2006.  

 This trilateral naval exercise aims at increasing (i) 
Interoperability among navies of three countries 
(ii) Common understanding maritime security 
between them.  
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 This edition of IBSAMAR naval exercise will be conducted two phases namely Harbour phase 
and Sea Phase. During harbour phase, wide range of professional interactions will be 
undertaken and during Sea Phase diverse range operational activities will be conducted off 
Goa coast.  

 
International Fleet Review 2016 kick starts in Vizag 
 The International Fleet Review (IFR) 2016, an international military exercise hosted and 

conducted by Indian Navy was inaugurated in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.  
 Theme of this edition on IFR is “United through Oceans” 

and its objective is to enhance mutual trust and 
confidence with neighbouring navies by inviting their 
ships to participate in the event.  

 The last IFR conducted by the Indian Navy in 2001 in 
Mumbai, Maharashtra in which navies of 29 countries 
from across the globe had participated.  

Key facts  
 Total 11,000 guests are expected to attend the mega naval 

exercise including members of foreign delegations.  
 It is perceived to be the biggest exercise conducted in India so far.  
 Naval ships from 50 countries and various dignitaries will also participate in the event and 

close to 4000 sailors have participated in the fleet review.  
 The 4 day review (from 4 to 8 February) aims at assuring the country of the Indian Navy’s 

preparedness, high morale and discipline.  
 For the first time Chinese navy called as People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLA-N) is also 

participating in the event.  
 In this edition of IFR special emphasis is given to Make In India on three dimensions — 

indigenisation, innovation and ingenuity.  
 Indian Navy’s ships participating in this event includes, INS Vikramaditya- India’s biggest 

aircraft carrier, INS Viraat, destroyers INS Mysore, Kolkata, frigates-Satpura, Shivalik, Teg 
amongst others.  

 
It’s billion users for WHATSAPP 
 Mobile messaging app WhatsApp said it has crossed the 

one billion user milestone globally with the addition of 
100 million users in last five months. “As one billion 
people are using WhatsApp. 

 That's nearly one in seven people on Earth who use 
WhatsApp each month to stay in touch with their loved 
ones, their friends and their family,” WhatsApp said in a 
blogpost. 

 In February 2014, WhatsApp was acquired by social 
networking site Facebook, its biggest buyout till date, for a whopping $19 billion. In a post on 
Facebook, WhatsApp co-founder Jan Koum said 42 billion messages were sent, 1.6 billion 
photos and 250 million videos shared everyday on the platform.  
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TCS Rated World's Most Powerful Brand in IT Services: Report 
 India's top multinational IT Company Tata Consultancy Services has been rated as the world's 

most powerful brand in Information Technology Services by a 
leading global brand valuation firm, the company said. 

 Brand Finance's 2016 annual report evaluated thousands of 
the world's top brands to determine which are the most 
powerful and the most valuable. Scoring highly on a wide 
variety of measures such as familiarity, loyalty, staff 
satisfaction and corporate reputation, Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) emerged as the IT services industry's most 
powerful brand with a score of 78.3 points - earning it an AA+ rating. 

 "TCS' customer focus has been central to its recent success, but a closer look at our data shows 
strong and improving scores for brand investment and staff satisfaction too," said David Haigh, 
CEO, Brand Finance. 

 "It has emerged as a dominant force in the IT services industry and is the strongest brand in 
the sector. Its brand power is indisputable," Haigh said. Across all industries, Disney was rated 
as the most powerful brand and Apple as the most valuable brand for 2016. According to the 
report, TCS is also the fastest growing brand within its industry over the last 6 years. 

 The company's overall brand value has increased from $2.34 billion in 2010 (when the first 
evaluation of the TCS brand was conducted) to $9.4 billion in 2016. 

 
WHO declared Public Health Emergency of International Concern over Zika virus outbreak 
 World Health Organisation (WHO) on 1 February 2016 

declared Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern over the explosive spread of the mosquito-
borne Zika virus, which is linked to birth defects in the 
Americas.  

 The UN health agency convened an emergency 
meeting of independent experts in Geneva to assess 
the outbreak of the virus. The meeting was convened after noting a suspicious link between 
Zika's arrival in Brazil in 2015 and a surge in the number of babies born with abnormally small 
heads. 

 This was the first meeting of the Emergency Committee (EC) convened by the Director-General 
under the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR 2005). 

 Zika virus (ZIKV) is a member of the virus family Flaviviridae and the genus Flavivirus, 
transmitted by daytime-active Aedes mosquitoes, such as A. aegypti. In case of humans, the 
virus cases mild illness known as Zika fever (Zika or Zika disease). It has been occurring since 
the 1950s within a narrow equatorial belt from Africa to Asia.  

 In 2014, the virus spread eastward across the Pacific Ocean to French Polynesia, then to Easter 
Island and in 2015 to Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean, and South America, where the 
Zika outbreak has reached pandemic levels. 

 Earlier in last week of January 2016, WHO estimated that there could be up to 4 million cases 
of Zika in Americas by 2017 but no recommendations didn’t issued travel restriction or trade. 
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Alphabet officially dethrones Apple as the world’s most valuable company 
 Alphabet, the company that owns Google, has overtaken rival 

Apple in extended trading to become the highest valued 
company in the world. Alphabet now comes before Apple atop 
the list of the world’s most valuable companies. 

 Operating income from its core businesses rose 23% in 2015. 
Investors liked what they saw and shares spiked 8% in after-
hours trading. The Mountain View, Calif. firm generated $21.3 billion in revenue, beating Wall 
Street estimates of $20.8 billion. Earnings were $8.67 per share, beating estimates of $8.09 per 
share. The company attributed its strong revenue growth to search ads, YouTube and 
programmatic advertising. 

 By changing its name and structure last year, Alphabet Chief Executive Officer Larry Page has 
put the focus on the company’s main web business while giving more insight into investments 
in new areas such as artificial intelligence, self-driving cars, health technology and fast Internet 
access. Even though Apple has also been building expertise in cars and AI, the secretive 
company has kept much of that under wraps. 

 
Apple To Setup Its 1st Technology Center In India 
 Apple has confirmed its 1st technology centre in India at Hyderabad, at a cost of $25 

million. Spread across 2,50,000 square feet, the centre will help Apple develop maps and make 
them available in its iPhones and Mac systems. It is set to open by June, becoming fully 
operational by the end of the year. The facility is projected to create 4,500 jobs 

 

 India is going to host Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation from 12 April 2016 to 
save tigers. It will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It will the third such 
conference on tiger conservation to be hosted by India that will see the participation of all 13 
tiger range countries (TRCs). They are Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 Hashim Thaci elected as President of Kosovo. He succeeded Atifete Jahjaga as head of state 
after winning the required simple majority in voting held in Pristina. 

 Italy approved Gay Civil Union’s Bill. The bill now needs to go before a vote in the lower house 
(Chamber of Deputies), and will become an act within two months after being approved there. 

 Union Cabinet approved India-Maldives Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation of 
Income from International Air Transport. The country, to which the product or enterprise 
belongs to, will impose the tax on the profits from the operation of aircraft in international 
traffic. 

 People of Bolivia rejected fourth term for President in referendum. With this vote, the 
incumbent President Evo Morales stands disqualified for contesting the Presidential election 
for fourth term in 2019. 

 US court ordered Johnson & Johnson to pay 72 million dollar for cancer death. In a verdict, 
jurors in the circuit court of St. Louis awarded the family of victim, 10 million dollars as actual 
damages and 62 million dollars as punitive damages. 
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 Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities in Syria to come into effect on 27 February. The 
announcement was made by US Secretary of State John Kerry and Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov as co-chairs of the International Syria Support Group (ISSG) Ceasefire 
Taskforce. 

 India, Nepal signed seven agreements including utilisation of Indian grant of 250 million US 
dollars. The agreements covered utilisation of Indian grant of 250 million US dollars to Nepal 
for post-earthquake reconstruction and another on improving of roads in Terai region. 

 Faustin-Archange Touadera elected President of Central African Republic. As per the initial 
results announced by National Elections Authority (ANE) president Marie-Madeleine Nkouet, 
Touadera, who campaigned against corruption, won 62.71 percent of votes cast in the 14 
February 2016 election. 

 Standard Operating Procedure for India-Myanmar Coordinated Patrol signed. With this signing 
of SOP, Myanmar became the third country with which India has signed a formal agreement for 
maritime coordinated patrols. 

 United Nations and Colombian Government launched trust fund for peacebuilding needs. 
Norway, Sweden and the UN’s own Peacebuilding Fund are the first contributors, helping the 
new fund kick off with an initial 8 million US dollars. 

 Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk led Ukrainian Government survived No-confidence Motion. 
The no-confidence motion required 226 votes in the parliament, but only 194 out of the 339 
members of the parliament supported it. 

 India and Sweden inked MoU on technical cooperation in rail sector. The MoU aims at 
developing cooperation activities in the railway area to promote efficiency and sustainability 
and achieve concrete results with regard to bilateral trade, investment, research and 
technology transfer. 

 UAE named women ministers for happiness, tolerance. Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid al-Maktoum named eight women as he revealed his latest cabinet line-up of 29 
ministers. 

 NATO, EU signed agreement on Cyber Defense Cooperation. The agreement between the two 
Brussels-based organizations will help them in countering the modern forms of hybrid 
warfare. 

 National Assembly of France voted for stripping of nationality for terrorists. National Assembly 
voted by 162 to 148 to incorporate a passport-stripping clause into the Constitution, despite 
misgivings by some lawmakers that it is too extreme. 

 UN Secretary General launched One Humanity: Shared Responsibility report. The report was 
launched as part of World Humanitarian Summit scheduled to be held from 23 May – 24 May 
2016 with the theme of One Humanity: Shared Responsibility. 

 US Supreme Court stalled Obama’s Clean Power Plan. It formed the key element of the US 
pledge at UN climate negotiations held in Paris in December 2015. 

 US President unveiled Cyber Security National Action Plan to protect US from risks from new 
technologies. The action plan was unveiled on eve of Safer Internet Daydesignated by 
governments and technology firms to boost awareness on cybersecurity issues. 
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 Hindu Marriage Bill 2015 approved in Pakistan. The bill will now be tabled in the National 
Assembly where it has fair chances of being passed as the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party is supporting it. 

 North Korea launched Kwangmyongsong-4 satellite. The launch attracted wide spread 
criticism from the UN and other major powers including the western countries led by the USA. 

 France became first country in the world to ban supermarket food waste. The law came into 
being after a petition was launched by anti-poverty campaigners led by Councillor Arash 
Derambarsh. 

 Zimbabwe's President declared a state of disaster in rural parts of the country. This 
declaration of disaster will allow international donors to raise money quickly to provide food 
aid to the nation. 

 Supporting Syria & the Region Conference 2016 held in London. The conference was co-hosted 
by Germany, Kuwait, Norway, the United Kingdom and the United Nations and saw the 
participation of over 60 countries. 

 India signed agreement to become an Associate Member State of EMBO. After the signing of an 
agreement with Singapore by Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society (EMBC) in July 
2015, India became second such country outside the European region. 

 Vietnam lifted ban on import of Indian groundnut. Vietnam had temporarily suspended import 
of groundnuts from India with effect from 6 April 2015 due to interceptions of quarantine 
pests in consignments of groundnuts exported since January 2015. 

 Bangladesh Cabinet approved draft of Citizenship Law, 2016 expanding scope for dual 
citizenship. The new Law was proposed by amending the existing the Citizenship Act 1951 and 
consolidating it with the Bangladesh Citizenship Temporary Provisions Order 1972 to help 
future citizens in the complex immigration world. 

 India, Afghanistan signed pact for visa-free travel by diplomats. The Afghan Chief Executive 
was informed about India's efforts to expedite implementation of as many as 92 small 
developmental projects in Afghanistan that are nearing completion. 

 CBDT signed two bilateral Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) with United Kingdom. With 
this signing, CBDT has concluded three bilateral APAs the first one being a bilateral APA signed 
with Japan in December 2014. This is a significant step towards providing a stable and 
predictable tax regime. 

 India exported six metro train coaches to Australia. The shipment was made as part of a deal 
with Australian government to export 450 made-in-India coaches in two and a half year 
period. 
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Appointments-National/International 
 
Gianni Infantino elected FIFA President 
 Gianni Infantino was elected as the President of FIFA 

(Fédération Internationale de Football Association) after 
winning a second-round vote at Extraordinary FIFA 
Congress held in Zurich on 26 February 2016. 

 He was elected as the ninth FIFA President after the 
second ballot in which he secured 115 of 207 total votes. 
He will serve FIFA for the remainder of current term of 
office (until 2019). 

 Infantino, the 45-year-old general secretary of European 
governing body UEFA, succeeded the 79-year-old Sepp Blatter, who held the position since 
1998. 

 Sheikh Salman of Bahrain got 88 votes after being the front-runner during the four-month 
campaign. Prince Ali of Jordan had four, and Jerome Champagne of France got zero votes. 

 
Indian Government appoints 3 news information commissioners 
 The Indian Government has appointed three information 

commissioners in the Central Information Commission 
(CIC). 

 They are Amitava Bhattacharyya, Indian Administrative 
Service, (Gujarat 1980).  

 Retired Chairman, Staff Selection Commission,Bimal 
Julka, IAS (Madhya Pradesh:1979).  

 Retired Secretary, Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting,Divya Prakash Sinha, Indian Police Service (Manipur-Tripura: 1979), retired 
Secretary (Security), Cabinet Secretariat. 

 The appointments have been made for a term of five years from the date on which they enter 
upon their office or till they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier, as per the 
provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

 
Rajendra Singh Appointed As First Non-Navy Officer To Head Coast Guard 
 Rajendra Singh appointed as first non-navy officer to head Coast Guard.  
 This is the 1st time that the force will get a chief from its own internal cadre since it was set up 

in 1978 as the country's fourth armed force after the Army,  
 Appointments Committee of Cabinet approved Rajendra Singh's appointment an order from 

the Department of Personnel and Training. 
 Rajendra Singh is at present director General of coast  guard  
 This is the first time an officer who is not from the Indian Navy has been elevated to the 

position also he was Coast Guard cadre to be elevated to three-star officer.  
 
Indian-origin Sikh appointed Kuala Lumpur Police Commissioner 
 Amar Singh from Indian-origin Sikh Community has been appointed the Police Commissioner 

of the Capital city of Malaysia. 
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 A third generation police from his family .He was Deputy Commissioner before being 
appointed to the post and will replace Tajuudin Mohammed. 

 He is highest ranked police officer from the Malaysian Sikh community. 
 Amar Graduated from University of Malaya also did his LLB from University of 

Buckingham,UK. 
 
Christine Lagarde appointed as MD of IMF for a second term 
 Christine Lagarde (60) from France has been appointed as the 

Managing Director (MD) of the International Monetary Fund for a 
second five-year term.  

 She was sole candidate nominated for the post and was re-
nominated by IMF’s Executive Board decision taken by consensus. 
Her new term will start on 5th July 2016 till 2021.  

 Ms. Lagarde for first time was appointed MD in 2011 after IMF 
Board had initiated selection process on merit-based and 
transparent process. She was first woman to head the top post of 
IMF since its inception in 1944.  

About Christine Lagarde  
 Prior to her appointment at the IMF in 2011, she had served as 

Minister of Finance and Minister for Foreign Trade of France.  
 She is anti-trust and labour lawyer and had served as partner with the international law firm 

of Baker & McKenzie.  
About International Monetary Fund (IMF)  
 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an organization of 188 countries, working to foster 

global monetary cooperation, facilitate international trade, secure financial stability, promote 
high employment and sustainable economic growth and reduce poverty around the world.  

 Headquarters: Washington, D.C.  
 Managing Director of IMF: She is the chief of the IMF’s operating staff and is also Chairman of 

the 24-member Executive Board. She is assisted in carrying out her responsibilities by 4 
Deputy MDs and about 2,700 staff from 147 countries. 

 
Amit Mitra Appointed As New Chairman of GST Committee 
 West Bengal Finance Minister Amit Mitra has been 

appointed as the Chairman of the Empowered Committee 
of State Finance Ministers on Goods and Services Tax 
(GST). 

 He will succeed Kerala Finance Minister K M Mani who 
had to resign in November over corruption charges. 

 He was elected at the meeting of State Finance Ministers 
that was also attended by Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley.  

 With this, he becomes second chairman of the committee which is tasked to frame rules for 
rolling out of the ambitious GST regime in the country. 

 Amit Mitra is an economist by profession, he had served as Secretary General of industry 
association FICCI before joining politics in 2011.  
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Kalikho Pul sworn in as Arunachal CM 
 Dissident Congress leader Kalikho Pul, 46, has sworn in 

as the ninth Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh with the 
support of 18 rebel Congress MLAs, and two 
Independents and 11 BJP MLAs who gave outside 
support.  

 Pul’s swearing-in came a day after the Supreme Court 
vacated its interim order to maintain status quo in the 
Arunachal Pradesh assembly, paving the way for 
government formation.  

 The Centre had revoked President’s Rule in the state before Governor J P Rajkhowa 
administered the oath of office to Pul. 

 Pul, a five-time MLA and former finance minister, had led a delegation of 31 MLAs and met 
Rajkhowa in Itanagar to stake claim to form the government.  

 Pul has the support of only 18 of the 45 Congress MLAs in the assembly. But 13 opposition 
MLAs two Independents and 11 from the BJP — have given in writing to the Governor that 
they back him. 

 
Sri Srinivasan : To Become The 1st Indian American Judge Of US Supreme Court 
 Sri Srinivasan to become the first Indian-American Judge of the U S Supreme Court to replace 

Justice Antonin Scalia after his unexpected death.  
 Srinivasan is born in Chandigarh and 48 years old.  
 He originally from a village near Tamil Nadu's Tirunelveli.  
 His family migrated to the US in the 1960s and settled in Lawrence, Texas.  
 He made history in 2013 when he became the first Asian American and Indian American to 

serve in the Court of Appeals in the D.C. Circuit, long cited as the stepping stone to the 
uppermost echelon, the Supreme Court.  

 He mostly defended views other than his own, arguing for both Republicans and Democrats.  
 
U.K. Sinha Gets Extension As SEBI Chairman 
 UK Sinha will continue to lead India's capital and 

commodities market regulator for one more year.  
 The government extended Sinha's term as the chairman 

of Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) till 
March 01, 2017. 

 The Bihar-cadre IAS officer becomes the second-longest 
serving chief in Sebi's over two-decade history after DR 
Mehta. 

 Sinha took over as Sebi chairman in 2011 with a three-
year term. After that he was given a two-year extension. 

 
Chad appoints Albert Pahimi Padacke as its new prime minister 
 President Idriss Deby has appointed MP Albert Pahimi Padacke as new Prime Minister of 

the Central African country Chad. 
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 His appointment came after the resignation of his predecessor, just two months ahead of 
presidential elections. 

 No reason was given for the departure of Kalzeube Pahimi Deubet earl. He had served as Prime 
Minister for more than two years. 

 
Ashok Chawla Appointed As Chairman of TERI 
 TERI's governing council appointed Ashok Chawla as its new 

chairman. 
 Chawla is the former Union Finance Secretary and former 

Chairman of the Competition Commission. 
 The Council decided after the elevation of climate scientist R.K. 

Pachauri indicted in a sexual harassment case to the post of 
Executive Vice Chairman, received widespread criticism from 
the media and women’s rights lawyers. 

 The Research and Resources Institute (TERI) re announced that 
the new Director General, Ajay Mathur, as a Member of the Council will operate with full 
executive powers. Mr. Mathur was brought in to replace Mr. Pachauri on DG's post. 

 
Dravid in ICC's Anti-Corruption Oversight Group 
 Batting great Rahul Dravid has been named in ICC’s newly 

appointed Anti-Corruption Oversight Group as part of the 
recommendation from its Integrity Working Party of  the 
parent body. 

 The oversight group will include the chairman of the 
executive committee (under whose area of responsibility this 
function rests) and will also include former India captain 
Rahul Dravid, legal expert Louis Weston and independent 
anti-corruption advisor John Abbott, who was the Chairman 
of the Integrity Working Party. The Chairman of the Anti-Corruption Unit, Sir Ronnie Flanagan, 
and ICC Chief Executive, David Richardson, will also be ex-officio members of the group,” said 
the ICC in a statement. 

 Dravid is currently coaching the Indian team in the ongoing U-19 World Cup, which is being 
held in Bangladesh. 

 
World Bank Expert Mr. Iyer to Lead Swachh Bharat Mission 
 The government has appointed World Bank’s water and sanitation specialist, Parameshwaran 

Iyer, as the new Secretary of the Drinking Water and 
Sanitation Department. 

 Ignoring the case of serving bureaucrats, Iyer, World 
Bank's Practice Manager for Water for the South Asian 
region , has been given the post by PM Narendra Modi for 
two years to steer the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

 56-year-old Iyer is a key architect of the framework of the 
$1,500 million proposed loan from World Bank for the Swach Bharat Mission which is pending 
Cabinet approval. 
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 Iyer's appointment is expected to create more synergy between the Swachh Bharat Mission 
and the objectives of the World Bank project . An IAS officer of the UP cadre, who launched Jal 
Suraj program here, Iyer took voluntary retirement in 2009 and joined the World Bank. 

 Before that, he worked with the UN World Food Programme (UNWFP) for nearly a decade till 
2006 as a Senior Rural Water Sanitation specialist on foreign assignment. He was then served a 
show-cause notice by the Indian government to return and he quit in 2009.  

 
DJ Pandian appointed Vice President of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
 Former chief secretary of Gujarat DJ Pandian was appointed vice-

president and chief investment officer of the newly-created Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) on 3 February 2016. 

 His appointment as vice-president and chief investment officer was 
approved by AIIB. The retired 1981-batch IAS officer of Gujarat cadre 
had worked on deputation with the World Bank in Washington. He 
was also the MD of Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation (GSPC). 

 The Beijing-based 100 billion dollar multi-lateral lender, AIIB was set 
up in Beijing on 25 December 2015. It was established to boost 
lending for infrastructure projects such as energy, transportation, urban construction and 
logistics as well as education and healthcare. 

 China had nominated its former finance minister Jin Liqun as the first president of AIIB. 
 The three largest shareholders of the bank are China (30.34 percent), India (8.52 percent) and 

Russia (6.66 percent). Their voting shares are calculated at 26.06 percent, 7.5 percent and 5.92 
percent, respectively. 

 
Ban appoints Major General Menon as UNDOF head 
 Major General Jai Shanker Menon of the Indian Army, a veteran 

of peacekeeping operations, has been appointed as the head of a 
key United Nations force stationed in Golan to maintain the 
ceasefire between Israeli and Syrian forces. 

 U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has named Major General 
Menon as the Head of Mission and Force Commander of the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF). 

 He succeeds Nepal’s Lt Gen Purna Chandra Thapa, who will complete his assignment on 
February 7. 

 Major General Menon has held a number of command positions in the Indian Army, including 
Commandant of Regimental Training Centre, Brigade Commander and Battalion Commander. 

 
SK Jha appointed Senior Director for Fragility, Conflict and Violence Group at World Bank 
 An Indian national Saroj Kumar Jha was in news as he was 

appointed as the Senior Director for the Fragility, Conflict and 
Violence Group at the World Bank on 1 February 2016. 

 He was appointed to provide strategic leadership to address the 
challenge of fragility, conflict and violence, working across the 
Bank Group and in close collaboration with partnes. 

 The WB President Jim Young Kim assigned him the new role. Earlier to this, he was the World 
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Bank Regional Director for Central Asia based in Almaty, Kazakhstan since February 2012. He 
also worked as the World Bank's Global Manager for Disaster Risk Management Practice. 

 He is an Indian national and holds a dual degree in civil engineering and development 
economics from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur, India. He joined the World 
Bank in 2005 as a Senior Infrastructure Specialist in the Sustainable Development Network. 

 He had significant experience with the Government of India and the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) as a senior executive in the field of public sector management, 
infrastructure financing, natural resources management, natural disaster prevention and 
environmental sustainability. 

 
Archana Ramasundram became 1st woman to head paramilitary force 
 Tamil Nadu Cadre IPS officer Archana Ramasundram on 1 

February 2016 was appointed as the Director General of the 
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) that guards India's frontiers with 
Nepal and Bhutan. 

 With this appointment, Ramasundram became the first woman 
to head a paramilitary force. 58-year-old Ramasundram is 
currently the Director of National Crime Records Bureau. 

 An order issued by Department of Personnel and Training 
(DoPT) said that she has been appointed to the post till the 
date of her superannuation, that is, 30 September 2017. 

 Besides, IPS officer K Durga Prasad was appointed as Director Generals of Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF). Another IPS officer K K Sharma will be new Chief of the Border Security 
Force (BSF). They will take over after the incumbent chiefs of these forces retire on 29 
February 2016. 

 Paramilitary forces in India are Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB), Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF), Border Security Force (BSF), Central Industrial Security Force and Indo Tibetan 
Border Police. 

 
Harinder Sidhu appointed as new Australian High Commissioner to India  
 Indian-origin Harinder Sidhu has been appointed as Australian High Commissioner to India. 

She replaces outgoing High Commissioner Patrick Suckling. She is second envoy from Australia 
with Indian roots after Peter Varghese who had ancestral roots to southern Indian state of 
Kerala.  
 

 A top Indian origin lawyer has been named as Vice-Chairman of the Paris based International 
Chamber of Commerce Commission (ICC) on Corporate Responsibility and Anti-
corruption.Davinder Singh, 58, is one of the top Indian origin lawyers in Singapore. He is the 
only Singaporean lawyer to be appointed to the leadership of one of 13 Policy Commissions 
under the ICC.  

 President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed Justice Vineet Saran as the new Chief Justice (CJ) of 
Orissa High Court as per the provisions of Article 217 of Constitution.  His appointment comes 
after it was lying vacant ever since transfer of Justice D H Waghela as CJ of Bombay High Court.  
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 Justice Dinesh Maheshwari has sworn in as the Chief justice of the Meghalaya High Court. He 
was administered the oath as Chief Justice by state Governor V. Shanmuganathan. Prior to this 
appointment he was working in Allahabad High Court.  

 Justice Ramayyagari Subhash Reddy appointed as Chief Justice of the Gujarat high Court. Prior 
to the appointment, He was Judge of the High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad for the States of 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

 Justice Dhirendra Hiralal Waghela appointed as Chief Justice of Bombay High Court. Justice 
Waghela, currently serving as the Chief Justice of the Orissa High Court, has been asked to 
assume charge by 16 February 2016. 

 Union Government has appointed senior IPS officer K Durga Prasad has Director General (DG) 
of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). Decision in this regard was taken by Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. 

 Former CJI HL Dattu selected as Chairperson of National Human Rights Commission. For final 
nod, Dattu’s name will be sent to the President, who is designated to appoint the chairperson 
and members of NHRC under Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 

 Senior IFS officer Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi was on 29 January 2016 appointed as India’s 
Ambassador to Mexico. Pardeshi is a Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer of 1991 batch. He is 
currently posted as Joint Secretary (Passport division) in the Union Ministry of External 
Affairs. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee appointed Yogesh Tyagi, dean of the law faculty at South Asian 
University (SAU), as the new Vice Chancellor of Delhi University (DU).  The HRD ministry 
appointed Tyagi for a term of five years after his name was chosen from a panel of four 
persons by President Pranab Mukherjee, who is the Visitor of all central universities.  

 Senior IPS officer Alok Verma will be the next Delhi Police Commissioner. Mr. Verma will 
succeed incumbent Delhi Police Chief B S Bassi who will retire on 29th of this month. Mr. 
Verma is currently serving as Director General of Tihar prison. He will serve as the top police 
officer in Delhi for 17 months. 

 Senior IPS officer Datta Padsalgikar was on 30 January 2016 appointed as the Commissioner of 
Police of Mumbai with effect from 31 January 2016. He succeeds Ahmed Javed, who was 
appointed as Ambassador to Saudi Arabia. 

 KN Vyas took charge as Director of Bhabha Atomic Research Centre. He took it over from Dr 
Sekhar Basu, who is the Chairman of Atomic Energy Commission and Secretary to the Union 
Government, Department of Atomic Energy. 

 Vilas Tonapi appointed as Director of Indian Institute of Millets Research. Tonapi earlier 
served as Head, Division of Seed Science and Technology, Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute (IARI), New Delhi. 

 Mukesh Ambani, Sam Pitroda elected members of US National Academy of Engineering. The 
membership honours those who have made outstanding contributions to engineering 
research, practice, or education and making major advancements in traditional fields of 
engineering, or developing/implementing innovative approaches to engineering education. 
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 Dinesh Sharma, Additional Finance Secretary, Department Of Economic Affairs and India’s 
Governor to the International Fund for Agriculture Development (IFAD) was unanimously 
elected as the Chairperson of the Governing Council of IFAD for a period of two years in its 
39th Session held in Rome, Italy. 

 Former Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) Vinod Rai has been appointed as the first 
Chairman of Banks Board Bureau (BBB). His appointment comes after Prime Minister has 
approved the proposal of the Department of Financial Services for the constitution of the BBB. 
He is former Comptroller and Auditor General(CAG) from January 2008 and May 2013. 

 Metropolitan Stock Exchange of India (formerly MCX Stock Exchange) has appointed its 
interim Managing Director & CEO Udai Kumar as MD & CEO after receiving necessary 
approvals from securities regulator SEBI.  Prior to this appointment, he was given an interim 
charge after then MD and CEO Saurabh Sarkar had resigned. Udai Kumar is a veteran of the 
capital and financial markets.  

 Bangladesh limited over captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza is set to be named as the United 
Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) “national goodwill ambassador for youth”. The 
appointment will be made official on that day following a signing ceremony, the UNDP said in a 
statement. 

 North Korean state media has confirmed the country has a new military chief, following earlier 
reports in Seoul that the former holder of the post had been executed. Ri Myong-Su, former 
People's Security Minister, was referred to as "chief of the Korean People's Army General Staff" 
when the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported on an army exercise guided by leader 
Kim Jong-un.  
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Person Resigned/Retired 
 
Pakistan Cricket umpire Asad Rauf banned for 5 years 
 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 

banned Pakistani umpire Asad Rauf for five years after 
its disciplinary committee found him guilty of corrupt 
practices. 

 It was announced by BCCI president Shashank Manohar 
who had headed the disciplinary committee. 

 The BCCI Committee has found Rauf guilty of misconduct 
and corruption under multiple statutes of its BCCI Anti-
Corruption Code. He was accused of accepting expensive 
gifts from bookies besides placing bets on IPL matches in 
the 2013 edition. 

 Earlier Rauf had served as part of the International Cricket Council’s (ICC’s) elite panel. He was 
withdrawn from panel by Pakistan after the allegations against him broke out. 

 
New Zealand cricketer Brendon Barrie McCullum retired from One-Day Internationals 
 Brendon Barrie McCullum (New Zealand) on 8 February 

2016 retired from One-Day Internationals (ODIs). 
However, He announced his retirement on 22 December 
2015. 

 He made his debut in ODIs as a 20-year-old batsman in 
2001 against Australia at Sydney and he played his 
against the same side in 2016. 

 He made his test debut against South Africa in 2003 and 
has played 99 tests so far and would retire from tests 
after playing two tests against Australia in February 2016. 

 He played 260 ODIs and scored 6083 runs matches. They include 5 centuries and 31 half-
centuries. 
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Sports 
 
2016 South Asian Games concluded; India finished at top with 308 medals 
 12th South Asian Games (SAG) 2016 concluded on 

16 February 2016 at the Indira Gandhi Athletic 
Stadium, Sarusajai of Guwahati, Assam. The game 
that saw 228 events in 23 sports disciplines was 
held from 5 February to 16 February 2016. 

 Union Minister for Sports and Youth Affairs 
Sarbananda Sonowal declared the Games closed at 
a colourful closing ceremony. The main attraction 
of the closing ceremony was different bands 
played from the north eastern region, namely Still 
Waters (Sikkim), The Soul Rebels (Arunachal 
Pradesh), Salvator (Manipur), Boomarang (Mizoram) and Purple Fusion (Nagaland). 

12th South Asian Games inaugurated in Guwahati 
 The event saw participation of about 2600 athletes from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 

Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives. It was co-hosted by Guwahati, Assam and Meghalaya 
capital, Shillong. The games were conducted in 26 venues across the cities of Guwahati and 
Shillong. 17 venues were in Guwahati and 9 venues were in Shillong. 

 India finished at the top with a record 308 medals - 188 Gold, 90 Silver and 30 Bronze, which 
put to shade its previous best of 214 medals at the 2006 Games in Colombo. Athletics, 
Shooting, Archery, Wrestling, Boxing, Weightlifting and Swimming were the events that 
witnessed the Indian master-class. 
 

Medals Tally 
 

S.No. Countries Gold Medal Silver Medal Bronze Medal Total 

1.  India 188 90 30 308 

2.  Sri Lanka 25 63 98 186 

3.  Pakistan 12 37 57 106 

4.  Afghanistan 7 9 19 35 

5.  Bangladesh 4 15 56 75 

6.  Nepal 3 23 34 60 

7.  Maldives 0 2 1 3 

8.  Bhutan 0 1 15 16 
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 India made clean sweep in Boxing (won 10 Gold medals at stake), tennis and kabaddi (won 
both men and women gold). Besides, Shooter Chain Singh’s 6 Gold, new Games records by 
swimmers Sandeep Sejwal and Sayani Ghosh, and magical performances in track and field are 
some of the moments that Guwahati and Shillong will remember for many days to come. 

 And, not to mention, Sri Lanka, the one country that made India toil hard, and even beat them 
on several occasions. Its swimmers, notably Mathew Abheysinghe, and track athletes made the 
headlines with some flawless performances. In a nutshell, it was all India at the Games, and, it 
was the country’s flag, at the end, on which the closing credits rolled. 

 Ei Prithibi Ek Krirangan was the theme song of the 12th South Asian Games, which literally 
translates to "The world is a playground". It was written by Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, an Indian 
lyricist, musician, singer, poet and film-maker from Assam. Games slogan was ‘Play for Peace, 
Progress and Prosperity’.  

 Tikhor, a one-horned rhino that represents endangered fauna of Assam found in Kaziranga 
National Park, was the official mascot of the event. 

 13th South Asian Games will be held in Kathmandu, Nepal in 2019. 
 
India won Asia Cricket Cup for record Sixth time 
 Indian cricket team led by Mahendra Singh Dhoni won 

the Asia Cup for the record sixth time. 2016 Asia Cup was 
played from 24 February to 6 March 2016. 

 To win the trophy, India defeated Bangladesh by eight 
wickets in the final played at Sher-e-Bangla National 
Cricket Stadium in Mirpur, Bangladesh. 

 Batting first, Bangladesh made 120 runs by losing 5 
wickets in rain truncated 15 over while India chased 
down the target by losing two wickets and seven balls to 
spare. 
Shikhar Dhawan was adjudged Man of the Match for his 44-balls 60 runs. 

 This was the first time that Asia Cup was played in T20 format and the countries that played in 
2016 Asia Cup were India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

 Sri Lanka has won the Asia Cup title five times including the 2014 Asia Cup and Pakistan has 
won it two times. 

About Asia Cup 
 Asia Cup is a men's One Day International & Twenty20 International cricket tournament. It 

was established in 1983 when the Asian Cricket Council was founded as a measure to promote 
goodwill between Asian countries. It was originally scheduled to be held every two years. 

 The first edition of the Rothmans Asia cup was held in 1984 in Sharjah in UAE where the 
council's offices were based (until 1995). The inaugural tournament was won by India and Sri 
Lanka was the runner up. 

 
Mumbai won Ranji Trophy for the 41st time 
 Mumbai on 26 February 2016 won the Ranji Trophy with an innings and 21 run victory over 

Saurashtra. It won the trophy for the first time in three seasons. 
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 With this, they have 41 titles in 45 finals with 10 
of them being an innings victory. Karnataka 
stands second in the overall Ranji standings with 
eight titles. It was a repeat of the 2012-13 final 
where Mumbai had made short work of 
Saurashtra with an innings and 125-run victory. 

 Mumbai made 371 runs in 82.2 overs in their first 
innings and in reply Saurashtra managed 235 and 
115 runs in first and second innings respectively. 
Mumbai pacer Shardul Thakur shackled 
opposition batting in the second innings and 
claimed five wickets for 26 runs in 13.2 overs to 
took his match tally to eight. 

 Shreyas Iyer was named man of the match for his 117 runs in Mumbai's only innings of the 
match. He ended the season as the leading run-getter with 1321 runs at 73.38 including four 
centuries and seven fifties. 

 In 2015, the trophy was Karnataka which was their eighth title. In the final, Karnataka defeated 
Tamil Nadu. 

 
India Sports Awards 2015: Long Distance Runner Lalita Babar Named As The Sports Person 
Of The Year 
 India's top female Long-distance runner Lalita Babar was named as the Sports Person of the 

Year in the India Sports Awards 2015 in a 
ceremony organised by the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) with 
the support of the Sports Ministry.  

 The Indian Sports Award were given away in New 
Delhi at the conclusion of day one of ‘Turf 2015-
16'. 

 The long distance runner Lalita Babar has 
qualified for Rio Olympics in the 3000 meter 
steeplechase event and is the current Indian 
national record holder.  

 She has also won a bronze medal in 2014 Incheon Asian Games and is the current Asian 
champion.  

 On the other hand, Gymnast Dipa Karmakar was named as the Breakthrough Sports Person of 
the Year while Amateur Kabaddi Federation of India was conferred with the Best National 
Sports Federation recognition.  

 
Afghanistan's National Women’s Cycling Team nominated for 2016 Nobel Peace Prize 
 The Afghanistan’s National Women’s Cycling Team has been nominated by a group of Italian 

MPs for the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize for their dedication. 
 Afghanistan’s National Women’s Cycling Team is among the first Afghan girls to be riding bikes 

socially.  
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 They face enormous challenges to ride a bike but these women are challenging gender 
barriers, breaking one of the last taboos in the country for women. 

 These women have used cycling to promote social justice and social stigma. They are opening 
the door to allow girls to ride bicycles for transportation. 

 It is the 1st Afghan women's team to compete on the international stage, at the Asian Cycling 
Championships in Delhi in 2013.  

 
Brendon McCullum Scores Fastest Hundred In Test History 
 Brendon McCullum has blasted the fastest century in Test history in 

his 101st and final match for New Zealand before retiring.  
 Brendon McCullum has , a 54-ball effort that broke the record jointly 

held by Viv Richards and Misbah-ul-Haq.  
 McCullum celebrated to a standing ovation from the crowd at Hagley 

Oval in Christchurch, raising his bat to all parts of the venue in his 
adopted home-town.  

 His effort was two balls faster than the previous record 56-ball 
century scored by Richards against England in Antigua in 1985-86, 
which was equalled by Misbah-ul-Haq against Australia in Abu Dhabi 
in 2014-15.  

 McCullum was the captain of the New Zealand test team. 
 
Punjab Warriors wins 2016 Hockey India League  
 The Jaypee Punjab Warriors has won the fourth 

edition of Coal India Hockey India League (HIL) 
title 2016. It was their maiden title. In the final 
match played at the Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium 
in Ranchi, they defeated Kalinga Lancers by 6-1 
goals.  

 In earlier two seasons, Punjab Warriors had 
finished runners-up after they had lost to Delhi 
Waveriders in 2014 and to Ranchi Rays in 2015.  

Other Awards  
 Player of the Tournament Award:  Rupinder Pal Singh (Delhi Waveriders).  
 Man of the Match Award:  Mark Knowles (Punjab Warriors)  
 Goal of the Match award:  Armaan Qureshi (Punjab Warriors).  
 Emerging Player of the Match award:  Armaan Qureshi. Dhruv Batra  
 Maximum Goals award:  Glenn Turner (Kalinga Lancers). Ponty Chadha  
 Upcoming Player of the Tournament award:  Sumit (Ranchi Rays). 
 About Hockey India League  
 Hockey India League (HIL) is a professional field hockey league in India organized by Hockey 

India, the governing body for the sport in India. The league was established in 2013 and is 
sanctioned by International Hockey Federation (FIH).  

 Currently, there are six franchisee based teams having players from India and around the 
world. 2015 edition of the league was won by Ranchi Rays. 
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Playing It My Way enters Limca Book of records 
 Cricket Legend and Rajya Sabha MP Sachin Tendulkar’s autobiography, 

Playing It My Way, has entered the Limca Book of Records in the 
category of best-selling books across both fiction and non-fiction 
categories with 1,50,289 copies sold on order subscriptions.  

 The book has been published by Hachette India in the year 2014 with 
Boria Majumdar as the co-author of the book. 

 The book’s orders, on day one, already saw it pulling ahead of both 
pre-order and lifetime sales of the world’s top adult hardbacks Dan 
Brown’s Inferno, Walter Issacson’s Steve Jobs and JK Rowling’s Casual 
Vacancy. 

 
Under 19 World Cup: West Indies Beat India To Win First Title 
 The West Indies won the Under-19 World Cup for the first time in their history after beating 

India by five wickets in Dhaka, Bangladesh. It was the eleventh edition of the Under-19 Cricket 
World Cup, and the second to be held in Bangladesh, after the 2004 event. 

 
Mirza-Hingis Win St Petersburg Title 
 Indian tennis ace Sania Mirza and her Swiss partner Martina Hingis extended their winning 

streak to 40 after clinching the St. Petersburg Ladies Trophy.  
 The top-seeded pair continued their imperious form as they swept aside the Russian-Czech 

pair of Vera Dushevina and Barbora Krejcikova 6-3, 6-1 in the finals of the women’s double 
event that lasted for an hour. 

 With the win, the Indo-Swiss pair bagged their 13th women’s double titles. Earlier this year, 
the Indo-Swiss duo won their third consecutive women’s doubles Grand Slam title by lifting 
the Australian Open trophy.  

 
Lord's To Host Women's World Cup Final In 2017 
 The hallowed Lord's will host the final of the Women's Cricket World Cup in 2017.  
 The ICC has announced, Derbyshire, Gloucestershire, Leicestershire, Somerset and Lord's in 

London will host the matches from June 26 to July 23. 
 The 28-day tournament will feature 31 games.  
 It will be the first time the tournament will be held in England since 1993 when the home side 

beat New Zealand in the final at Lord's. 
 
Kerala wins 61st National School Athletics championship  
 Kerala has won the 61st National School Athletics championship 

which concluded in Kozhikode. With this, Kerala (host) become 
champions in the event for the 19th consecutive time.  

 The state also has won 10 meet records out of 20 records which 
were reported in the meet. In this edition of National School 
Athletics championship, Kerala got 306 points winning 39 gold, 29 
silver and 17 bronze medals.  

 Tamil Nadu came second and got 116 points winning 11 gold, 8 
silver and 13 bronze medals.  Maharashtra gained the third position with 101 points. 
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Rishabh Pant slams fastest fifty in huge India win 
 India Under-19 opener Rishabh Pant had the fastest 

recorded U-19 international century comfortably in his 
sights when he was dismissed for 78 off 24 balls, having 
blown Nepal Under-19 away in a small chase. 

 Pant did break the record for the fastest recorded U-19 fifty 
though, getting there in 18 balls, one faster than the 
previous mark. 

 He added 124 in 9.1 overs with his captain Ishan Kishan, 
who scored 52 off 40 balls. India eventually chased down Nepal's score of 169 with 179 balls to 
spare in Mirpur. 

 His strike rate of 325 meant that had he scored 22 more runs in singles Pant would have still 
broken the record for the fastest u-19 hundred by seven deliveries. 

 
Aditya Mehta won 83rd Senior National Snooker Championship 
 Aditya Mehta on 31 January 2016 won the 83rd Senior National 

Snooker Championship in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 
 To win the title, he defeated Manan Chandra 6-3 in the final that 

was held as part of the National Billiards & Snooker Championship 
2016. 

 In another event, Vidya Pillai won the National Snooker 
Championship in the women’s category by defeating Amee Kamani 
4-2. For 38-year-old Vidya, it was her ninth national title. 

 The women’s billiards title was won by 19-year old Keerath 
Bhandaal by defeating Arantxa Sanchis of Maharashtra 3-1. 
Keerath is a student of Economics at the Jesus and Mary College in Delhi. 

 
Kidambi Srikanth won Men's Singles title of Syed Modi International Badminton 
Championships 2016 
 Ace Indian shuttler Kidambi Srikanth on 31 January 2016 won the Men's Singles title of the 

Syed Modi International Badminton Championships 2016. In the final played at Babu Banarasi 
Das Indoor Stadium in Lucknow, Srikanth defeated China's 
Huang Yuxiang. 

 This was Srikanth’s fifth title overall, the other four titles 
include Thailand Grand Prix Gold, China Super Series premier, 
Swiss Open Grand Prix Gold and India Super Series. 

 Women’s Singles: Korean Sung Ji Hyun defeated Sayako Sato 
of Japan.  

 Men's Doubles: Malaysian pair of Goh V Shem and Tan Wee 
Kiong defeated Pranaav Jerry Chopra and Akshay Dewalkar of India. 

 Women’s Doubles: Korean duo of Jung Kyung Eun and Shin Seung Chan defeated Eefje 
Muskens and Selena Piek of Netherlands. 

 Mixed doubles: Indonesian pair of Praveen Jordan and Debby Susanto defeated 
Puavaranukroh Dechapol and Sapsiree Taerattanchai of Thailand. 
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 Australia won Trans-Tasman Trophy of Cricket against New Zealand.With this series win, 
Australia claimed World No.1 in Test rankings replacing India.  

 Ukraine's FC Dnipro won 2016 Sait Nagjee Trophy. In the final played at Kozhikode 
Corporation stadium, Dnipro defeated Atletico Paranaense from Brazil 3-0 to grab the top 
place. 

 Long jumper Prem Kumar won silver in Asian Indoor Athletics Championships. Prem Kumar 
cleared a creditable 7.92m in his final attempt to win the silver, while Gold was fetched by 
Zhang Yaoguang of China. 

 Triple jumper Renjith Maheswary won silver in Asian Indoor Athletics Championships. 
Maheswary had a modest jump of 16.16 metres. Gold went to Kazakhstan’s Roman Valiyev 
(16.69m) and Rashid Ahmed Al Mannai won the bronze with 15.97m. 

 Indian Women Cricket Team won three-match ODI series against Sri Lanka. Deepti Sharma, 
who played a pivotal role in steadying her side's innings, was adjudged the Player of the Match. 

 Indian Railways won 36th National Chess Team Championship. To win their first ever 
championship, the Indian Railways defeated Life Insurance Corporation team in the final held 
in Bhubaneswar. 

 ICC Cricket for Good and UNICEF launched Team Swachh clinics in partnership with BCCI. The 
step was taken to promote a nationwide initiative that aims to build a social movement for 
sanitation and toilet use there by leading to an open-defecation-free India. 

 India won three-match T-20 series against Sri Lanka, 2-1. India made 84 runs for the loss of 
one wicket in 13.5 overs. Shikhar Dhawan 46 and Ajinkya Rahane 22 remained not out. 

 Jauna Murmu, Ranjit Nayak included in Target Olympic Podium Scheme. The TOP Scheme 
under the NSDF was formulated with the objective of identifying and supporting potential 
medal prospects for 2016 and 2020 Olympic Games. 

 Brij Bhushan Singh appointed as President of South Asian Wrestling Federation. The House 
unanimously authorised Singh to appoint one joint secretary from India, a treasurer from 
Afghanistan and one executive member from each SAF countries. 

 Australia won three-match Women ODI series against India, 2-1. Skipper Mithali Raj led from 
the front with an 89-run knock to save the team from a whitewash. 

 ICC suspended Pakistan's leg-spinner Yasir Shah for doping offence. Yasir was suspended after 
he pleaded guilty to breaching the ICC's Anti-Doping Code that relates to the presence of a 
banned substance in a player's sample. 

 Sapna Devi won gold in women Wushu Taulu competition. The silver went to Susmita Tamang 
of Nepal and the bronze went to Pakistan's Nazia Parvaiz. 

 Virender Sehwag appointed as mentor for Kings XI Punjab for IPL season 9. In his new role, 
Sehwag will work along with head coach Sanjay Bangar and would be responsible for guiding 
and motivating the squad. 

 Fukuoka to host 2021 World Aquatics Championships. The capital of Qatar, Doha, will host the 
2023 Swimming World Championships.  
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Honours/ Awards 
 
Oscar Awards:  88th Academy Awards 
 The 88th Academy Awards ceremony, presented by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 

Sciences (AMPAS) was held at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles. The Academy 
Awards (commonly referred as Oscars) were presented in twenty four categories. They are  

 Best Picture:  Spotlight.  
 Best Actor:  Leonardo DiCaprio (The Revenant).  
 Best Actress:  Brie Larson (Room).  
 Best Supporting Actor:  Mark Rylance (Bridge of Spies).  
 Best Supporting Actress:  Alicia Vikander (The Danish 

Girl).  
 Best Director:  Alejandro G. Iñárritu (The Revenant).  
 Best Foreign Language Film:  Son of Saul (Hungary).  
 Best Documentary Feature:  Amy.  
 Best Animated Feature Film:  Inside Out.  
 Most awards:  Mad Max:  Fury Road (6 Awards) followed by The Revenant (3) and Spotlight 

(2).  
 Most nominations in 88th Academy Awards:  The Revenant (12), Mad Max:  Fury Road (10) 

and The Martian (7).  
 Fact:  For the second consecutive year, film directed by Alejandro G. Iñárritu received the most 

nominations. Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra made her debut in the award ceremony and 
presented Award in the ‘Best Editing’ category along with actor Liev Schreiber. 

 
58th Grammy awards 2016  
 The 58th Annual Grammy Awards were announced by the 

Recording Academy announced at the Staples Center in Los Angeles, 
California.  

 The ceremony has recognized the best recordings, compositions 
and artists in the eligibility year, which was from October 2014, to 
September 2015.  
 

Winners 
 

S.No. Category  Album  Artist  

1.  Best album of the year   1989  Taylor Swift  

2.  Best record of the year   Uptown Funk  Mark Ronson featuring Bruno Mars  

3.  Best song of the year   Thinking Out Loud  Ed Sheeran & Amy Wadge  

4.  Best new artist  –  Meghan Trainor  

5.  Children’s Album   Home Tim  Kubart  
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About Grammy Awards  
 Grammy Awards are the recording industry’s most prestigious award presented annually by 

National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS) of the United States.  
 The first Grammy Awards ceremony was held on 4 May 1959 and originally were called 

Gramophone Awards, They are awarded to artists and technical professionals for their 
outstanding achievements in the music industry.  

 These awards are presented to recipients at the annual presentation ceremony which features 
performances by prominent artists and the presentation of those awards that have a more 
popular interest. 

 
69th BAFTA Awards 2016  
 The 69th British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) held at the Royal Opera House 

in London. This year the BAFTA awards were conferred for the outstanding performances in 
films and documentaries screened at British Cinemas in 2015.  

69th Annual BAFTA Awards 2016  
 Best Film:  The Revenant.  
 Outstanding British Film:  Brooklyn.  
 Best Director:  Alejandro G. Iñárritu (The Revenant).  
 Best Actor:  Leonardo DiCaprio (The Revenant).  
 Best Actress:  Brie Larson (Room).  
 Best Supporting Actor:  Mark Rylance (Bridge of Spies).  
 Best Supporting Actress:  Kate Winslet (Steve Jobs).  
 Best Film Not in the English Language:  Wild Tales (Argentina).  
 Best Animated Film:  Inside Out.  
 Best Documentary:  Amy.  
 Most awards:  The Revenant (5 wins).  
 Most nominations:  Bridge of Spies and Carol (9 nominations each).  
About British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA)  
 Established:  1947.  
 Headquarters:  London.  
 Purpose:  To supports, promotes and develops the art forms of the moving image – film, 

television and video games – by identifying and rewarding excellence, inspiring practitioners 
and benefiting the public. 

 
Ex-DRDO Chairman Dr Avinash Chander received Aryabhata Award 2013 
 Former Scientific Adviser to Defence Minister and ex-

DRDO chief Dr Avinash Chander on 25 February 2016 
received the prestigious Astronautical Society of India's 
Aryabhata Award 2013. 

 He received the award from Dr R Chidambaram, 
Principal Scientific Adviser to Union Government and Dr 
A S Kiran Kumar, Chairman ISRO, at ASI-ISRO Awards 
function held at Space Applications Centre (SAC) in 
Ahmedabad. 
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 Besides, Dr.Ranganath R Navalgund, Vikram Sarabhai Distinguished Professor, received the 
Aryabhata Award for the year 2012. 

 Aryabhata Award was named after the fifth century Indian astronomer and mathematician and 
also in commemoration of the first Indian Satellite launched on 19 April 1975, Aryabhata. It is 
presented every year to an individual for outstanding lifetime contribution to the promotion of 
astronautics in India. 

 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali, Ranveer Singh to Get Dinanath Mangeshkar prize 
 Actor Ranveer Singh was on 26 February 2016 selected for Pandit 

Dinanath Mangeshkar award. The award will be bestowed upon 
Ranveer by Lata Mangeshkar at a function to be held in Pune. 

 The award is annually conferred on artists on 24 April to 
commemorate Pandit Dinanath Mangeshkar’s death anniversary. 

 Pandit Dinanath Mangeshkar award was instituted in 1999 in the 
memory of Dinanath Mangeshkar, father of Lata Mangeshkar. Since 
then it is awarded annually to persons for their outstanding 
contributions to music and movies. 

 The award carries monetary award of 101001 rupees, a memento 
and a citation. 

 
Warren Richardson An Australian Photographer Wins World Press Photo of 2015 
 The World Press Photo of the Year honors the 

photographer whose visual creativity and skills 
made a picture that captures or represents an 
event or issue of great journalistic importance in 
the last year. 

 The jury of the 59th annual World Press Photo 
Contest has selected an image by Australian 
photographer Warren Richardson as the World 
Press Photo of the Year 2015. 

 Richardson is a freelance photographer, 
currently based in Budapest, Hungary.  

 His picture which also won first prize in the Spot News category shows refugees crossing the 
border from Serbia into Hungary, near Horgoš (Serbia) and Röszke (Hungary). Taken at night 
on 28 August 2015, this man and child were part of the movement of people seeking to cross 
into Hungary before a secure fence on the border was completed. 

 The jury gave prizes in eight categories to 41 photographers from 21 countries.  
 
Robin Chaurasiya Nominated For ‘Global Teacher Prize’ 
 Robin Chaurasiya, an Indian teacher who runs a non-profit school in Mumbai for girls from the 

city’s red light areas has been named in the top 10 short-list for a global prize for teachers.  
 Robin Chaurasiya, founder of Kranti, will compete with teachers from the UK, US, Nairobi, 

Palestine, Japan, Finland, Australia and Pakistan to win the $1-million Global Teacher Prize 
2016. 
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 The prize was created last year as a kind of Oscars 
for the teaching profession by the U.K.-based 
Varkey Foundation. 

 The Global Teacher Prize was set up to recognize 
one exceptional teacher who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the profession as well 
as to shine a spotlight on the important role 
teachers play in society.  

 The top ten have been narrowed down from 8,000 
nominations and applications from 148 countries from around the world.  

 
Lyricist Sameer Anjaan Enters Guinness Book Of World Records 
 Bollywood’s popular lyricist Sameer Anjaan has made into the Guinness Book of World 

Records this year.  
 He was rewarded for writing the most number of songs for Bollywood films.  
 The official record states that Sameer wrote 3,524 songs for 650 Bollywood movies, as verified 

on December 15, 2015.  
 Sameer was included as a Guinness World Record holder under a new category titled ‘Most 

prolific Bollywood lyricist’.  
 Sameer, who has been penning songs for the last 30 years, is also the first lyricist to bag this 

honor.  
 
Fashion Designer Manish Arora Awarded Knight of the Legion of Honour: France’s Highest 
Honour 
 Fashion designer Manish Arora will be conferred with the Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur 

(Knight of the Legion of Honour), France's highest civilian honour.  
 This award comes in recognition of his inspired creations and significant contribution to the 

fashion world as well as his longstanding ties with France.  
 He was presented with this award by French Ambassador to India Francois Richier for his 

contribution to the fashion world.  
 Manish Arora was awarded the Best Women’s Pret Designer at the first ever Indian Fashion 

Awards in 2004.  
 He also had participated in the Miami Fashion Week in 2005 where he had won designer’s 

choice for Best Collection Award.  
 
Bollywood Actress Vidya Balan Awarded With The Pride Of Kerala Award 
 Bollywood actress Vidya Balan has been awarded the 

'Pride of Kerala' award by the World Malaya lee Council 
and Kairali TV.  

 National Award-winning actress Vidya Balan, who hails 
from Kerala, is 38 year old. 

 National award winner had made her debut in Bollywood 
in 2005 in Parineeta.  

 The Bollywood actress has already received many awards 
and honors like National Film Award for Best Actress - for 
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The Dirty Picture (2011). Padma Shri Award in 2014.  
 She also has won five Filmfare Awards in Best Female Debut for Parineeta (2005), Best Actress 

for Paa (2009), The Dirty Picture (2011) and Kahaani (2012) and Critics Award for Best 
Actress for Ishqiya (2010). 

 
Sarangi maestro Pandit Ram Narayan gets Bhimsen Joshi Award 
 Sarangi maestro Pandit Ram Narayan has been chosen for the 

prestigious Bharat Ratna Pandit Bhimsen Joshi classical music 
award for 2015-2016, Maharashtras Cultural Affairs Minister Vinod 
Tawde announced. 

 The annual award, instituted by the Maharashtra government, is 
given to individuals who have excelled in classical vocal or 
instrumental music, the minister said. 

 Pandit Ram Narayan, 88, has been playing the sarangi since his 
childhood, and over the years acquired global acclaim for his music 
for which he was conferred Indias second higest civilian honour, 
Padma Vibhushan, in 2005. Pandit Ram Narayan popularized the 
bowed instrument sarangi as a solo concert instrument in Hindustani classical music and 
became the first internationally successful sarangi player. 

 In 1944, All India Radio, Lahore, hired him as an accompanist for vocalists. He became a 
concert solo artist in 1956. He recorded solo albums and began to tour America and Europe in 
the 1960s. 

 
Titli became first Indian film to win Best First Foreign Film award by FSCC 
 Indian film-maker Kanu Behl directorial Titli on 1 February 2016 bagged the 

Best First Foreign Film Award conferred by the French Syndicate of Cinema 
Critics 2016 (FSCC). 

 Titli has earlier won at various international film festivals at places like 
Bordeaux, Hawaii, New York, Turkey and Spain. 

 The story of the movie revolves around Titli, the youngest member of a violent 
car-jacking brotherhood, who plots a desperate bid to escape the family 
business. 

 
 Manipuri documentary film Phum-Shang on 3 February 2016 bagged the prestigious Golden 

Conch Award for the best documentary film at the 14th Mumbai International Film Festival for 
Documentary, Animation and Short Films (MIFF 2016). The film is directed by Haobam Paban 
Kumar, an alumnus of the Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute, Kolkata.  

 Renowned Indologist Professor David Shulman has been selected for the prestigious Israel 
Prize for his breakthrough studies in fields like philosophy and religion. He was chosen for this 
award for his studies on the religion, literature and culture of southern India and has 
command over Indian languages like Sanskrit, Tamil, Telegu and Malayalam.  

 The National award winning Malayalam film 'Ottal' has been named the best children's film at 
the 66th Berlin International Film Festival and honored with the Crystal Bear award in the 
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'Generation KPlus' section. The film is about the story of an old fisherman and his grandson 
directed by Jayaraj Rajasekharan Nair. Jayaraj is known for adapting literary classic into films.  

 An Indian-origin art lover and playwright Ismail Mahomed from South Africa has been 
knighted by the French government for his lifelong devotion to the promotion of arts. He was 
bestowed with Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature (The Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et 
Lettres) by French Ambassador Elisabet Barbier in Johannesburg.  

 Famous sound designer Resul Pookutty on 27 February 2016 became the first Asian to win the 
award for Best Sound for documentary India’s Daughter at the Motion Picture Sound Editors’ 
(MPSE) 63rd annual Golden Reel Awards. Pookutty made his debut in sound design with the 
1997 film Private Detective: Two Plus Two Plus One, directed by Rajat Kapoor. 

 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on 29 January 2016 was selected for the prestigious K 
Veeramani Award for Social Justice 2015. Kumar is chosen for the award for his contribution 
towards social justice as Chief Minister.The award is given away by Periyar International, a 
Chicago-based voluntary organisation. However, the date and venue of the award function are 
yet to be decided. 

 Resul Pookutty became first Asian to win Golden Reel Award. Each year the MPSE presents 
The Golden Reel Awards, in which it acknowledges the year's best work in the various areas of 
sound editing. 

 Tamil film Kanavu Variyam to be honoured with Remi Award. The award will be handed over 
to Chidambaram during the 49th WorldFest Houston International Film Festival, which will be 
held from 8 April 8 to 17 April 2016. 

 Sagar Sarhadi to be honoured with Lifetime Achievement Award at IFFP. Sarhadi’s directorial 
Bazaar starring Smita Patil, Farooq Sheikh and Naseeruddin Shah was a critically acclaimed 
film. 

 David Shulman won Israel Prize for Religious Studies for Research on India. Israel’s Education 
Minister Naftali Bennett approved the recommendation of the prize committee, headed by 
Professor Shaul Shaked. 

 Fashion designer Manish Arora conferred Knight of the Legion of Honour, France’s highest 
honour. French Ambassador Francois Richier presented the award to Arora for his renowned 
and critically-acclaimed contribution to the fashion world. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee conferred Infosys Prize 2015. The awards were received by Prof 
Umesh Waghmare, Prof Jonardon Ganeri, Dr Amit Sharma, Prof Mahan Mj, Prof G Ravindra 
Kumar and Dr Srinath Raghavan. 

 Karnataka Mobile One project won 2016 Best m-Government Service Award at World 
Government Summit. The project was selected for the award in the One Stop App category at 
the international level. 

 UNESCO Medals conferred for contributions to development of nanoscience and 
nanotechnologies. These are awarded each year by the Director-General of UNESCO to 
prominent scientists, public figures and organizations that contributed to the development of 
nanoscience and nanotechnologies in the spirit of UNESCO’s priorities. 
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Obituaries 
 
Renowned Novelist Harper Lee Passes Away 
 Harper Lee, the author of the classic novel To 

Kill a Mockingbird, has died in her hometown of 
Monroeville, Alabama, US. 

 The Pulitzer Prize-winning writer was 89. 
 Her famous novel about a young girl’s 

experience of racial tensions in a small Southern 
town has sold tens of millions of copies and been 
translated into dozens of languages. 

 The author receded from the spotlight, long 
resisting offers to write more novels. Her magnum opus was adapted to film in 1962. The 
movie won Academy Awards for Best Actor (Gregory Peck), Best Adapted Screenplay (Horton 
Foote) and Best Art Direction. 

 It was nominated for five other awards, including Best Picture, which was ultimately won by 
Lawrence of Arabia. George Bush awarded her the presidential medal of freedom in 2007. 

 
Eminent Vocalist Ustad Abdul Rashid Khan Passes Away 
 Veteran Hindustani classical vocalist Ustad Abdul Rashid Khan passed away in Kolkata, West 

Bengal.  
 He was 107. Rashid Khan, the  oldest performing musician, was awarded a Padma Bhushan in 

2013. 
 Khan has written some 2,000 poems and used to write under the pseudonym of ‘Rasan Piya’. 
 The Sangeet Natak Akademi awardee was a resident guru at the ITC Sangeet Research 

Academy in the city.  
 
Former UN Secretary General Boutros Ghali passes away 
 Former United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Boutros 

Boutros-Ghali passed away in Cairo, Egypt.  
 He was 93. Mr. Boutros-Ghali was Egyptian politician and 

diplomat who had served as sixth UN Secretary-General from 
1992 to 1996.  

 He was first United Nations’ first secretary-general from 
Africa.  

 Prior to joining UN, he had worked in the administrations of 
Egyptian Presidents Anwar Sadat and Hosni Mubarak.  

 He also had served as first Secretary General of La Francophonie, an organisation of French-
speaking nations from 1997 to 2002. 

 
Malayalam poet ONV Kurup passes away 
 Noted Malayalam poet and lyricist O N V Kurup passed away in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

He was 84.  
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 He was popularly known as “ONV”, Ottaplakkal Nambiyadikkal Velu Kurup and had made 
significant contributions to the Malayalam film music. He was also was part of the progressive 
movement in Kerala.  

 
Leslie Bassett: Pulitzer Winner Composer Passes Away 
 Leslie Bassett, Pulitzer winning composer passed away in Oakwood, 

Georgia.  
 He was 93. As a master composer he was known for his lush sonorities 

and ecumenical instrumentation and for compositions of coaxing a 
vast range of tonal colours from the bits of wood and brass.  

 He had also served as trombonist, composer and arranger in the US 
Army and Europe during World War II.  

 Bassett received the Pulitzer in 1966 for “Variations for Orchestra,” 
which had been given its United States premiere by the Philadelphia 
Orchestra under Eugene Ormandy the year before.  

 
Siachen Avalanche Survivor Lance Naik Hanamanthappa Passes Away 
 Lance Naik Hanamanthappa, who had been battling for life at the Army’s Research & Referral 

hospital, breathed his last on morning. “Really sorry to inform everyone that LNk 
Hanamanthappa is no more. He breathed his last breath at 11:45 a.m.,” Army officials said. He 
was 33. 

 Hanamanthappa, hailed from Koppal in Karnataka. He belonged to a farming family in Betadur 
village in Kundagol taluk of Dharwad district. 

 
Noted Poet Nida Fazli Is No More 
 Muqtida Hasan Nida Fazli has taken his last breath on 8th 

Feb. 
 He was an Indian Hindi and Urdu poet. He was 78. 
 He has got many awards for his work in his entire career, 

some of them are as follows In 1998 Sahitya Akademi 
Award in Urdu for Khoya Hua Sa Kuchh. 

  In 2003 Star Screen Award for Best Lyricist for Sur, In 
2003 Bollywood Movie Award - Best Lyricist for Aa Bhi Ja 
from Sur and In 2013 Padma Shri; the Government of India 

 
Former Nepal Prime Minister Sushil Koirala Passes Away 
 Nepal's former prime minister Sushil Koirala passed away at his resident. He was 78.Koirala 

was suffering from Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and  has also been 
receiving treatment for “tongue cancer”. Koirala was appointed President of the party ( 
Congress ) in 2008 by President Girija Prasad Koirala. 

 
Noted Political Catooninst Sudhir Tailang passes away 
 Famous political cartoonist Sudhir Tailang, passed away in Gurgaon, Haryana after battling 

with brain cancer for a long time. He was 56. He was known for his political cartoons that 
chronicled contemporary Indian politics with wit and humour.  
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Former Deputy Governor S.S. Tarapore passes away 
 S.S. Tarapore, former deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and a noted 

economist, passed away in Mumbai. Tarapore had been in hospital in Mumbai for the last few 
days, and breathed his last in morning. He was 80. Tarapore joined the RBI in 1961 and retired 
in 1996 as deputy governor, having been involved in almost all aspects of monetary policy.  

 

 India's oldest first-class cricketer BK Garudachar, who represented Mysore (as Karnataka was 
called till 1974), United Province and Bombay, died in Bangalore.  He was 99. A right-hand 
batsman and a leg-break bowler, Garudachar made 1126 runs at an average of 29.63 from 27 
matches in first-class cricket between 1935 and 1946. 

 Biraja Prasad, India’s Ambassador to Tajikistan passed away following a massive cardiac 
arrest.  He was the youngest Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer to be appointed as India’s 
Ambassador to any country. Mr. Biraja Prasad, who belonged to Odisha, started his career as 
diplomat.  

 Veteran Congress leader and former Lok Sabha Speaker Balram Jakhar passed away in New 
Delhi. He was 92. Jakhar served as Speaker of Lok Sabha from 1980 to 1989 during which he 
contributed to the establishment of Parliament Museum. He also served as Agriculture 
Minister in the Cabinet of former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao. Jakhar also served as 
Governor of Madhya Pradesh from 30 June, 2004 to 30 May, 2009 

 Italian author Umberto Eco has died aged 84. Umberto Eco a philosopher who wrote best-
selling novels including "The Name of the Rose". The Novelist had been suffering from cancer. 
Eco was born on January 5, 1932, at Alessandria in the northern Italian region of Piedmont.  

 NASA Astronaut Edgar Mitchell, who was the sixth man to walk on the Moon, died in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. The lunar module pilot on Apollo 14 died at the age of 85. His death 
occurred on the eve of the 45th anniversary of his lunar landing, which took place on 5 
February 1971. 

 Former Maharashtra Minister Nihal Ahmed Maulavi Mohammed Usman died. He was the state 
president of Janata Dal (Secular). He was a former Minister of technical and higher education 
of Maharastra. 

 Former West Indies cricketer Andy Ganteaume died. Ganteaume was West Indies' oldest living 
Test cricketer, and the world's second oldest, after South Africa's Lindsay Tuckett. 

 Polish film director Andrzej Zulawski passed away. Zulawski was known for an idiosyncratic 
approach to storytelling and blending surrealism, horror and psychic excess in the emotionally 
savage films like That Most Important Thing: Love and Possession. 

 Veteran director Aurobindo Mukherjee passed away. Mukherjee was the maker of cult Bengali 
classics like Agniswar, Mouchak and Nishi Padma in the early 1970s. 

 Veteran Urdu writer Intizar Hussain died. He was conferred upon the Officer of the Order of 
Arts and Letters by the French Ambassador to Pakistan Philppe Thiebaud in September 2014. 
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Important Days 
 

 February 2: World Wetlands Day 

 February 4: World Cancer Day 

 February 13  Sarojini Naidu's Birth Anniversary / National Women's Day of India 

 February20: World Day of Social Justice 

 February 21:  International Mother Language Day 

 February 24:  Central Excise Day 

 February 28:  National Science Day 

 

 
Foreign Visits / Foreign Visitors 

 

 Visit of Vice President of India Mohammad Hamid Ansari to Brunei in between February 01-
03, 2016. 

 Visit of Vice President of India Mohammad Hamid Ansari to Thailand in between February 03-
05, 2016. 

 State Visit of Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan to India in between 10-12 February 2016. 

 Visit of Prime Minister of Sweden Mr. Stefan Löfven to India in between February 12-14, 2016. 

 Visit of Prime Minister of Finland Mr. Juha Sipilä to India in between February 12-14, 2016. 

 Visit of Prime Minister of Bhutan Mr. Tshering Tobgay to India in between February 16, 2016. 

 State Visit of Prime Minister of Nepal Mr. K.P. Sharma Oli to India in between February 19-24, 
2016. 
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Highlights of Union Budget 2016-17 
 

 Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley presented Union Budget 2016-17 in the Parliament.  

 It was the second full year Budget of the NDA government under leadership of Prime Minister 
of Narendra Modi and the third budget of Arun Jaitley as Finance Minister.  

 Union Finance minister has announced 9 pillars of the budget.  

 They are rural sector, social sector including healthcare, education, skills and job creation, 
Agriculture and farmers’ welfare, Infrastructure, ease of doing business, financial sector 
reforms, fiscal discipline, tax reforms to reduce compliance burden.  

Key Highlights  

 Higher allocation for agriculture, infrastructure and social sectors.  

 Fiscal deficit pegged at 3.5%, Revenue deficit was at 2.5% during 2015-16.  

Taxation  

 1 per cent service charge on purchase of luxury cars over Rs. 10 lakh and in-cash purchase of 
goods and services over Rs. 2 lakh.  

 Companies with revenue less than 5 crore rupees will be taxed at 29% plus surcharge.  

 0.5 per cent Krishi Kalyan Cess to be levied on all services.  

 Infrastructure cess to be levied. 1% excise imposed on articles of jewellery, excluding silver.  

 1% Pollution cess of on small petrol, CNG and LPG cars; 2.5% on diesel cars of certain 
specifications and on higher-end models 4% cess.  

Personal Finance  

 No changes have been made to existing income tax slabs 1,000 crore rupees will be allocated 
for Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) scheme.  
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 Government will pay 8.33% EPF contribution for all new employees for first three years 
Exemption of 50,000 rupees for housing loans up to 35 lakh rupees, provided cost of house is 
not above 50 lakh rupees.  

 15% surcharge on income above Rs. 1 crore.  

Social  

 Allocation of Rs. 38,500 crore for MGNREGA for 2016-17 Allocation of Rs.9,500 crores for 
Swacch Bharat Abhiyan.  

 LPG connections will be provided under the name of women members of family. Rs 2000 crore 
will be allocated for 5 years for BPL families.  

 Government to launch new initiative to provide cooking gas to BPL families with state support.  

 Grants of 2.87 lakh crore rupees to gram panchayats and municipalitie.  

 Under Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 300 urban clusters to be set up. Four schemes 
for animal welfare. 

Health  

 New health protection scheme will be launched for health cover upto 1 lakh per family.  

 Additional healthcare cover of Rs 30,000 will be provided to senior citizens under it.  

 National Dialysis Service Programme will be launched at all district hospitals with funds 
through PPP mode.  

 PM Jan Aushadhi Yojana will be strengthened and 300 generic drug store to be opened 

Education  

 For promoting entrepreneurship among SC/ST, Rs.500 crore will be allocated to Scheme 10 
public and 10 private educational institutions will be made world-class.  

 Digital repository mandatory for all school leaving certificates and diplomas. For higher 
education financing, allocation of Rs. 1,000 crore.  

 Allocation of 1,700 crore rupees for 1500 multi-skill development centres. 62 navodaya 
vidyalayas to be established to provide quality education.  

 Digital literacy scheme will be launched to cover 6 crore additional rural households.  

 Entrepreneurship training will be provided at schools, colleges and massive online courses.  

 Provide skill training to 1 crore youth under the PM Kaushal Vikas Yojna in the next 3 years. 
1500 Multi-skill training institutes will be set up. 

Energy  

 Allocation of 3000 crore for nuclear power generation Government to chalk out 
comprehensive plan for exploiting nuclear energy.  

 Government to provide incentive for deepwater gas exploration and market freedom for it.  

 Pre-determined ceiling price will be on landed price of alternate fuels. 

Investments and infrastructure  

 65 eligible habitats will be connected via 2.23 lakh kms of road.  

 Current construction pace is 100 kms/day.  

 Allocation of Rs. 27,000 crore on roadways and Rs. 55,000 crore for roads and highways.  
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 Total allocation of Rs 97,000 crore for road construction under PMGSY.  

 Shops to be given option to remain open 24*7 across markets.  

 On east and west coasts, new greenfield ports will be developed.  

 Underserved airports will be revived. For regional connectivity centre to partner with States to 
revive small airports.  

 100 per cent FDI in food processing and marketing of food products produced and marketed in 
India.  

 Department of Disinvestment to be renamed as Department of Investment and Public Asset 
Management.  

 Government to amend Motor Vehicle Act in passenger vehicle segment to allow innovation. 
100 per cent tax exemption for startups for 3 years. 

Agriculture  

 Total allocation of Rs 35984 crore for agriculture and farmer welfare.  

 5 lakh hectares of land will be brought under irrigation.  

 5 lakh acres will be brought under organic farming over a three year period.  

 Allocation of 60,000 crore rupees for recharging of ground water to focus on drought hit areas 
cluster development for water conservation.  

 20,000 crore rupees Dedicated Irrigation Fund in NABARD.  

 Under the PM Fasal Bima Yojna, nominal premium and highest ever compensation in case of 
crop loss. 

Banking  

 Allocation of Rs 25,000 crore towards recapitalisation of public sector banks.  

 Banking Board Bureau will be operationalised.  

 Govt to increase ATMs, micro-ATMs in post offices in rural areas in next three years  

 General Insurance companies will be listed in the stock exchange  

 Under MUDRA, target of disbursement increased to 1,80,000 crore. 

  

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- February, 2016 
 

60 |    
www.clatpossible.com 

A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 

circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 

laws of India. 

Highlights of the Railway Budget 2016-17 

 

 Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu on 25 February 2016 presented the Railway Budget 
2016-17 in the Parliament. This was the the 
second railway budget for Suresh Prabhu 
and third rail budget of the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led NDA government.  

Below are the highlights of this Budget:   

 Theme of the Budget:  ‘Chalo, Milkar Kuch 
Naya Karen’ for overcoming challenges – 
Reorganize, Rejuvenate, Restructure Indian 
Railways  

 Three pillars strategy:  Nav Arjan – New revenues, Nav Manak – New norms, Nav Sanrachna 
– New Structures.  

Railway Fares  

 No new hike in passenger fares and Freight fares. Promised to bring down freight rates and 
double non-tariff revenue for the ailing national transport.  

New Initiatives   

 For the unreserved passenger:  (i) Antyodaya Express superfast unreserved service.  

 (ii) Deen Dayalu unreserved coaches with potable water facility and higher number of mobile 
charging points.  

 For the reserved passenger:  (i) Humsafar:  Fully air-conditioned service with an optional 
service for meals.  

 (ii) Tejas:  It will operate at speeds of 130 kmph and above and shall showcase the future of 
train travel in India. It will offer onboard services such as local cuisine, entertainment, WiFi, 
etc.  

 (iii)UDAY (Utkrisht Double-Decker Air-conditioned Yatri) Express:  Overnight double-
decker express on the busiest routes. Potential to increase carrying capacity by almost 40%.  

 (iv) SMART (Specially Modified Aesthetic Refreshing Travel) Coaches:  These coaches are 
designed to ensure higher carrying capacity and provision of new amenities including 
automatic doors, bio-vacuum toilets, bar-code readers, water-level indicators, accessible 
dustbins, ergonomic seating, vending machines, improved aesthetics, LED lit boards for 
advertising, entertainment screens, PA system.  

 Cleanliness:  SMS service ‘Clean my Coach’, ranking of A1 and A railway stations based on 
periodic third party audit and passenger feedback, Awareness campaigns. Waste segregation 
and recycling centres, additional 30,000 bio-toilets etc.  

 Catering and stalls at stations:  IRCTC will manage catering services in a phased manner; 
explore possibility of making catering services optional, build local ownership and 
empowerment. Railway is extending e-catering to all rail stations. IRCTC will make available 
local cuisine of choice, hygienic food. Travelling mothers, Children’s menu, baby foods, baby 
boards will be made available.  
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 Women Quota:  33 per cent sub-quota for women will be provided under all reserved 
categories. Railways will also increase the quota of lower berths for women and senior 
citizens. 

 Rail Mitra Sewa:  Strengthening the existing services for enabling passengers to book battery 
operated cars, porter services, etc. Expanding Sarathi Seva in Konkan Railway to help the 
disabled and old passengers.  

 Ticketing:  Capacity of e-ticketing system has been enhanced from 2000 tickets per min to 
7,200 per min Railway introduces 1,780 ticket-vending machines. e-ticket facility for foreign 
debit, credit card holders  

 Mobile Applications:  Integrating all facilities into two mobile apps that will deal with 
ticketing issues and for receipt and it will also redressal of complaints and suggestions.  

 Pilgrimage centres:  The provisions of passenger amenities and beautification on stations at 
pilgrimage centres including will be undertaken on priority basis. Aastha circuit trains will 
connect important pilgrim centres.  

 High Speed Rail:  From Mumbai to Ahmedabad will be undertaken with the assistance of the 
Government of Japan. Prime benefit would be providing technology advancements and new 
manufacturing capability.  

 Entertainment:  Invite FM Radio stations for providing train borne entertainment. Extension 
of ‘Rail Bandhu’ in all regional languages to all reserved classes of travellers.  

 Rationalising the tariff structure:  Tariff policy will be revived to evolve a competitive rate 
structure, signing long term tariff contracts customers using pre-determined price escalation 
principles with key freight.  

 Building terminal capacity:  Developing Rail side logistics parks and warehousing in PPP 
mode, TRANSLOC (Transport Logistics Company of India) will develop 10 goods sheds in 
2016-17. India’s first rail auto hub will be inaugurated in Chennai.  

 Rail University will come at Vadodara, Gujarat. Development of cold storage facilities on vacant 
land near freight terminals in which local farmers and fisherman will be given preferential 
usage of the facility.  

 Nurturing customers:  Appointing key Customer Managers to liaison major freight 
stakeholders. Each Zonal Railway will develop customer commitment charter indicating 
service level commitments of Indian Railways.  

 Travel Insurance to passengers:  Optional travel insurance will be offered for rail journeys at 
the time of booking.  

 Process Improvements:  (i) Finalization of EPC projects standard document to implement at 
least 20 projects in 2016-17. In future, endeavouring all works valuing above Rs. 300 crore 
through EPC contracts.  

 (ii) Contracts based on performance output parameters in order to review service contracts to 
integrate them outcome focused and simpler.  

 (iii) Leveraging technology for project management, using latest drone technology and Geo 
Spatial based satellite technology for remotely reviewing the physical progress across major 
projects. GPS-based digital display in coaches for showing upcoming stations.  

 (iv) System-wide Information Technology integration through innovative partnership models.  
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 Rail Development Authority:  It will be established as statutory body to enable fair pricing of 
railway services and promote competition, protect customer interests and determine 
efficiency standards.  

 Tourism:  (i) Indian Railways will partner with State Governments for operating tourist circuit 
trains, promotion of tourism through UNESCO world heritage Railways and Railway museums.  

 (ii) To spread awareness about our National Animal, the Tiger, complete packages including 
train journey, safaris and accommodation to cover the wildlife circuit comprising Kanha, Pench 
and Bandhavgarh will be offered. 

 
 
Source of Information  
 http://pib.nic.in 
 http://india.gov.in 
 http://www.ibef.org 
 http://thehindu.com 
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 http://gktoday.in 
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