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National 
 
Nagaland’s capital Kohima declared ‘smoke-free city’ 
 Nagaland capital Kohima has been declared as a ‘smoke-

free city’. 
 The official declaration was made by the Deputy 

Commissioner of Kohima, Rovilatuo Mor during the 
campaign for Smoke-Free Kohima City organised by 
District Tobacco Control Cell under the Department of 
Health and Family Welfare. 

 Nagaland State ranks the second highest in the country 
with 57% of Tobacco Users. 

 The campaign in which students of 22 schools took part was organised by District Tobacco 
Control Cell under the Department of Health and Family Welfare. 

 
BSF to put tallest 'Tiranga' at Wagah border by January 2017 
 The Border Security Force (BSF) is planning to install the tallest national flag near the Attari-

Wagah Joint Check Post, famously known as the Wagah border. 
 The flag at 350 feet is part of BSF's expansion plans for the visitors' gallery at the site of the 

iconic Retreat ceremony. 
 Currently, Jharkhand holds the record of hoisting tallest flag. On January 23 this year, Defence 

Minister Manohar Parrikar hoisted the largest tricolour - a massive 99X66 feet - on the 
country's tallest flag post at 293 feet in Ranchi to mark Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's birth 
anniversary. 

 
ISRO’s seventh navigational satellite IRNSS 1G launched 
 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has launched 

India’s seventh navigation satellite of the Indian Regional 
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS 1G) into a Sub-
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (Sub-GTO) on-board PSLV-
C33. 

 The satellite was launched from the First Launch Pad (FLP) of 
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, which is 
situated 90 kms from Chennai. 

 With this launch, India successfully joined the elite group of countries that have their own 
navigation system technology to cater to the mammoth navigational needs. As in the previous 
six launches of IRNSS satellites, PSLV-C33 used ‘XL’ version of PSLV equipped with six strap-
ons, each carrying 12 tons of propellant. 

 
Gujarat Announces 10% Quota For Economically Backward 
 Gujarat has declared 10% reservation in higher education institutions and government jobs for 

the economically backward members of all non-reserved castes, with annual income below rs. 
6 lakh.  

 This will be on top of the 49% reservation currently available for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes, and Other Backward Castes.  
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 The ordinance will be brought out on May 1, the state's foundation day. 
 
New naval detachment launched at Lakshadweep Androth Island 
 The Indian Navy has inaugurated a naval detachment at Androth Island of the Lakshadweep 

archipelago.  
 It will help Indian Navy to have better surveillance and reach in the Arabian Sea. The naval 

detachment was inaugurated by Vice Admiral Girish Luthra, who is the Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of the Southern Naval Command. 

 The facility will function as an observance and reporting organization. It will provide 
communication network connectivity with the mainland and also enable monitoring of Sea 
Lanes of Communication (SLOC). It will also help in radar surveillance. 

 
All new mobiles to have panic button from 2017 
 The Department of Telecommunications has notified that 

from next year, all mobile phone sold in India will come with a 
dedicated 'panic button' and will also have the Global 
Positioning System facility in it. This facility can be used to 
send out a signal in case of distress. 

 It aims to improve the safety of women and ensuring a quick 
response from security agencies or to send out distress signal 
to a family member or the police authorities so that they can 
be rescued.  

 This initiative has been taken by the Ministry of Women and Child Development to issue of 
installation of a physical panic button on mobile phones in June 2014.  

 
Govt hikes minimum wage for contract workers to Rs 10,000 
 The Union Minister Bandaru Dattatreya has stated that the minimum wage for contract 

workers has been increased to Rs. 10,000 per month. 
 The Minister of State for Labour and Employment informed Lok Sabha that the wage hike has 

been done based on a Supreme Court verdict. 
 It is the endeavour of the central government to make reforms in labour laws and to proceed 

from minimum wage to universal wage. The decision has been taken to make changes to rule 
25 of the Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Central Rules. Now every contract 
worker will be entitled to get Rs. 10,000 per month. 

 
Union Govt. constitutes Ashok Dalwai committee for doubling farmers’ income by 2022 
 The Union Government has recently constituted 8-

member inter-ministerial committee to prepare a 
blueprint for doubling farmers’ income by 2022.  

 The committee will be headed by Ashok Dalwai, 
Additional secretary at the Union Agriculture Ministry 
and is expected to submit the report in two months.  

 Its members will include officials from Agriculture and 
Food Ministries, experts from the Delhi-based National 
Council of Applied Economic Research and National Institute of Agricultural Economics and 
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Policy Research. Terms of reference of the Committee Prepare plan to shift farm policies to 
income based from current production-oriented. Identify potential areas of agriculture where 
more investment should happen.  

 
Indo-Mongolia Joint Military Exercise, Nomadic Elephant – 2016, commenced 
 The 11th Indo-Mongolia joint training Exercise, titled ‘Nomadic Elephant - 2016’ commenced 

on 25 April 2016 in Mongolia.  
 The exercise aims at promoting military associations between India and Mongolia will 

culminate on 8 May 2016. 
 The aim of this exercise is to develop synergy and inter operability between the two armies to 

fight in Counter Insurgency and Counter Terrorism environment under the United Nation 
mandate. 

 
Govt Notifies New Rules To Improve SC/ST Act on Ambedkar Jayanti 
 Union Government has notified new rules to improve the Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes 

Act also known as Preventions of Atrocities Act.  
 The notification has been issued by the government on the birth anniversary of Dr. Bhimrao 

Ramji Ambedkar, popularly known as Babasaheb. 
 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment had notified the Scheduled Castes and the 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Rules 2016 on 14 April, following 
which rules have now been framed.  

Some of the key upgrades in the bill:  
 The provision of completing an investigation and filing a charge sheet in the court within 60 

days of the filing of the complaint by a member of SC/ST community.  
 A provision in the revamped bill is delinking the requirement of the medical examination for 

getting relief amount for non-invasive offenses against the women.  
 The new provisions have increased the existing quantum of relief amount from between Rs. 

75,000 and Rs. 7, 50,000 to between Rs. 85,000 and Rs. 8, 25,000, depending on the nature of 
the offense. 

 
India banned milk, mobile phones import from China 
 India has banned import of milk and milk products, certain mobile 

phones and a few other items from China after finding them sub-
standard or not following security codes. 

 Commerce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said in Lok Sabha that India 
banned import of milk and milk products from China as their quality 
was unacceptable. 

 Sitharaman said some mobile phones, which do not carry International 
Mobile Station Equipment Identity number or other security features, 
and some steel products have also been banned from importing from 
China. "Complete ban of import from any country is not possible now due to WTO rules even if 
we have problems diplomatically, territorially or militarily," she said 
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President nominates 6 eminent members to Rajya Sabha  
 President Pranab Mukherjee has nominated of six eminent members to Rajya Sabha as per the 

provisions of Article 80 of the Constitution.  
 These nominated members are  
 Mary Kom: Legendary boxer and Olympic 

bronze medallist. She belongs to the Sino-Tibetan 
speaking Kom tribe of Manipur. She is five-time 
World Amateur Boxing champion, and the only 
woman boxer to have won a medal in each one of 
the six world championships. In 2014, she 
became the first Indian woman boxer to get a 
gold medal in the Asian Games in Incheon, South 
Korea.  

 Narendra Jadhav: He is renowned economist 
and former member of the erstwhile National 
Advisory Council (2010-14) and Planning 
Commission (2009-14). He is also the former 
vice-chancellor of Pune University.  

 Suresh Gopi: He is Malayalam actor and had acted in over 200 films. He is a winner of the 
National Film Award and Filmfare Award.  

 Swapan Dasgupta: He is journalist by profession. He had worked at senior editorial positions 
in various publications including The Indian Express, India Today and The Times of India.  

 Subramanian Swamy: He is BJP leader and was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1977, 1980 and 
1988, and to the Rajya Sabha in 1974 and 1998.  

 Navjot Singh Sidhu: He is cricketer-turned-politician and former two time member of Lok 
Sabha.  

 
PM To Launch Rs. 8,000 crore Scheme For Free LPG Connections To Poor 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 1 will launch Rs. 

8,000 crore scheme to provide 5 crore free LPG connections 
to Below Poverty Line (BPL) families using the money 
saved from 1.13 crore cooking gas users voluntarily giving 
up their subsidies. 

 The scheme is called Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana and 
Mr. Modi will be launching it on May 1 at Ballia in Uttar 
Pradesh and Dahod in Gujarat on May 15. 

 Maharashtra tops the list with 16.44 lakh consumers giving 
up subsidies, then Uttar Pradesh where nearly 13 lakh 
users gave up subsidies, followed by Delhi with 7.26 lakh 
people giving up subsidies. 

 Prime Minister’s home state Gujarat was way down the list 
with just 4.2 lakh giving up subsidies. In Odisha around 1.3 lakh people gave up subsidies. 

 The Government had launched the ‘GiveItUp’ campaign which was aimed at motivating LPG 
users who can afford to pay the market price for LPG to voluntarily surrender their LPG 
subsidy. 
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Department Of Disinvestment Is Now 'DIPAM' 
 The Department of Disinvestment has been renamed as Department of Investment and Public 

Asset Management or 'DIPAM'. 
 The new department has been mandated to "advise the government in the matters of financial 

restructuring of central public sector enterprises. 
 The Dipam will work under Finance Ministry and it will deal with "all matters relating to 

management of central government investments in equity including disinvestment of equity in 
central public sector undertakings". 

 
Six Indians in TIME’s 100 Most Influential People 
 TIME released the list of 100 most influential people which 

featured six Indians including RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan 
and actress Priyanka Chopra. 

 Tennis ace Sania Mirza, environmentalist Sunita Narain along 
with Flipkart Co-founders Sachin and Binny Bansal were other 
Indians on the list. The list also featured Indian-origin Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who was among the probable 
contenders for the list, was not in the final list determined by 
Time’s editors. Modi was among Time’s 100 most influential people in the world last year. 

 
India Replaces China as Top FDI Destination In 2015: FDI Intelligence Report 
 According to FDI Intelligence Report India has replaced China as the top Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) destination by attracting $63 billion worth FDI projects in 2015.  
 FDI Intelligence is a division of international media company – The Financial Times Limited.  
 India was the highest-ranked country by capital investment in the year 2015, with 63 billion 

dollars-worth of FDI projects announced. It was the biggest change in Greenfield FDI in 2015 
was near tripling with an estimated 63 billion dollars.  

 
India ranked at 133 on World Press Freedom Index 
 India ranks an abysmally low at 133 among 180 countries in the latest annual World Press 

Freedom Index which says Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
seems "indifferent" to the threats against journalists.  

 The 2016 'World Press Freedom Index' released by 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is led by Finland, which 
retained its top spot for the sixth consecutive year, 
followed by the Netherlands and Norway.  

 India jumped three spots from the 136th position it had in 
2015.  

 Among India's neighbouring countries, Pakistan ranks 147, 
Sri Lanka (141), Afghanistan (120), Bangladesh (144), Nepal (105) and Bhutan (94). China is 
ranked 176. The United States is ranked 44th and Russia is placed at the 148th place.  

 Among the lowest ranked countries were Syria, at 177th place out of 180, just above North 
Korea (179th) and last placed Eritrea. Published annually by RSF since 2002, the World Press 

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- April, 2016 
 

7 |    

www.clatpossible.com 
A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 
circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 
laws of India. 

Freedom Index is based on an evaluation of media freedom that measures pluralism, media 
independence, the quality of the legal framework and the safety of journalists in 180 countries. 

 
Compat sets aside Rs 258-crore fine on Jet Airways, IndiGo, SpiceJet 
 The Competition Appellate Tribunal (Compat) stayed penalties totalling Rs 256 crore imposed 

by Competition Commission of India (CCI) on Jet Airways, IndiGo and 
SpiceJet for fuel surcharge collusion. 

 The competition watchdog had in November last year imposed penalties 
to the tune of Rs 151 crore on Jet Airways, Rs 63 crore on IndiGo and Rs 
42 crore on Spice Jet, finding the airlines guilty of colluding in fixing of 
fuel surcharge for cargo transportation.  

 The matter has been sent back to the CCI on technical grounds and 
COMPAT has given the airlines one more chance to defend themselves before the final order is 
passed. 

 In its order, the CCI had said that conduct of these companies undermined economic 
development of the country and was detrimental to consumers' interest.  

 The CCI had acted in a matter which was filed by Express Industry Council of India under the 
Competition Act against Jet Airways, InterGlobe Aviation, Spice Jet, Air India and Go Airlines 
alleging anti-competitive agreements. 

 
RBL becomes first private sector bank to open dedicated branch for startups 
 The RBL Bank (formerly Ratnakar Bank) became the first private sector bank in India to open 

dedicated branch for startups.  
 The dedicated branch was inaugurated at Koramangala, Bengaluru by Nandan Nilekani, noted 

entrepreneur and former chairman of UIDAI. 
 The first exclusive bank branch for start-ups will offer a bouquet of banking products to 

service the end-to-end needs of the emerging entrepreneurial eco-system.  
 The branch will assist entrepreneurs in setting up new enterprises or companies. It will offer 

them host of banking products including, foreign exchange services, remittances and cash 
management.  

 The Branch will also provide a range of value added services including legal and tax 
formalities, registration etc. through its affiliates and partners.  

 
India to Purchase 145 M777 Howitzers For US$ 750 Million  
 India is likely to buy 145 M777 Howitzers for $750 million to equip its Mountain Strike Corps.  
 The decision to buy ultra-light Howitzers produced by 

BAE Systems under the ‘Make In India’ program was 
discussed at a meeting on April 12 between Indian 
Defense Minister Manohar Parrikar and his US 
counterpart Ashton Carter. 

 The artillery gun programme to equip the Mountain 
Strike Corps is being finalized as India and the US are in 
agreement on its “make in India” component.  
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 The initial price notified by the US in 2012 was $694 million. The manufacturer has been 
seeking 10 per cent hike on the four-year-old price. The negotiation price is about $750 
million. The tender will be for associated equipment, parts, training and logistical support.  

 The Army intends to use the howitzers to modernize its forces and enhance its ability to 
operate in hazardous conditions. In India, the BAE Systems had tied up Mahindra as its 
business partner for its proposed in-country assembly, integration and test (AIT) facility for 
the M777 Howitzer. 

 
World’s Largest ‘Charkha’ To Be On Display At IGI Airport 
 The World's largest wooden Charkha (spinning wheel) is 

planned to be installed at Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport in New Delhi.  

 This Charkha is ready for dispatch from a unit of Khadi 
and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) in Ahmedabad. 

 Mr. V K Saxena, the chairman of KVIC has decided to 
install the world’s largest charkha at the international 
airport in Delhi with the aim to showcase India’s symbol 
of non-violence to the world. The IGI airport is visited by 
around 2, 50,000 people/tourists every day. 

 The Charkha is made from high-quality teak wood, which is estimated to last for over 50 years, 
was built by around 26 workers and carpenters who completed it in 40 days.  

 The total weight of the Charkha is four tonne.  
 
Indian Army conducts Shatrujeet battle exercise in Rajasthan  
 The Indian Army conducted major battle exercise named as ‘Shatrujeet’ in the Thar Desert of 

Rajasthan near to the border with Pakistan.  
 The sole purpose of the exercise was to evaluate the capability of the Indian Army and fine 

tune its proactive war strategy to respond swiftly to any threat to nation’s security.  
Key facts  
 The 2016 Shatrujeet battle exercise was steered by the Mathura based 1 Corps, one of the 

three principle strike corps of the Indian Army.  
 It aimed to evaluate the capability of the Indian Army to strike deep into enemy territory in an 

integrated air-land battle environment.  
 It was an operation-oriented exercise that focused on validating integrated battle theatre 

fighting concept. It also incorporated the new-age technologies, weapon platforms and systems 
as well as long range precision targeting vectors.  

 It was post preparatory training exercise manoeuvres at subordinate units and formation 
levels by conducting integrated operational manoeuvres.  

 It mainly validated India Army’s operational plans in simulated high tempo battlefield 
environment  

Background  
 Indian Army at regular intervals undertakes such battle exercises at different levels to ensure 

forces are provided war-like situations and kept in high-state of battle readiness as part of so 
called Cold Start Doctrine.  
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 The doctrine involves the various branches of India’s military conducting offensive operations 
against enemy (mainly Pakistan) as part of unified battle groups.  

 It would involve limited, rapid armoured thrusts, with infantry and necessary air support.  
 Under it, the offensive operations must begin within 48 hours after orders have been issued. 

Such a limited response time would enable Indian forces to surprise their enemy.  
 It is intended to allow India’s conventional forces to perform holding attacks in order to 

prevent a nuclear retaliation from the enemy. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Inaugurated Maritime India Summit 2016 
 Prime Minister of India Mr. Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 

two days Maritime India Summit 2016 (MIS 2016).  
 This is India’s first ever Maritime Summit and the flagship 

event organised by Union Ministry of Shipping held at the 
Bombay Convention and Exhibition Centre in Goregaon, 
Mumbai from 14th April to 16 April, 2016.  

 More than 50 other maritime nations have been invited in the 
summit. 

 While inaugurating the summit, The Prime Minister has invited investors to come to India to 
explore potential business opportunities in Indian Maritime Sector. It has also organized some 
special sessions on setting up of new ports and capacity augmentation of existing ports, 
development of inland waterways for cargo and passenger transportation, coastal shipping 
and other services related to Indian Maritime Sector. 

 The summit will project vast investment opportunities in each of the Indian Maritime States 
and Union Territories, including an exclusive partner country session by Republic of Korea. 
South Korea is the partner country for the summit and will be represented by a high level 
ministerial and business delegation.  

 
Supercomputer Param Kanchenjunga Unveiled At NIT Sikkim 
 The National Institute of Technology (NIT) Sikkim has unveiled the Supercomputer Param 

Kanchenjunga.  
 NIT Sikkim is said to be the most powerful and fastest among all the 31 National Institute of 

Technology's. 
 The supercomputer, named 'Param Kanchenjunga', was 

formally unveiled by Sikkim Governor Shrinvas Patil at 
the NIT Sikkim campus at Ravangla in South Sikkim 
District.  

 It has been named after Kangchenjunga Mountain, the 
third highest mountain in the world which lies partly in 
Nepal and partly in Sikkim. 

 It is jointly developed by Pune based Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing 'C-DAC' and the NIT Sikkim. The total cost of the 
Supercomputer is around three crore rupees.  

 
 
 

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- April, 2016 
 

10 |    

www.clatpossible.com 
A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 
circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 
laws of India. 

Narendra Modi launches village self-governance campaign 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Gramodaya se Bharatodaya Abhiyan (village self-

governance) campaign on the occasion of the 125th birth 
anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar. The main aim of the 
Campaigned is to spread awareness about the various 
schemes that the Centre has launched keeping rural 
India in mind. 

 The campaign include a 'social harmony programme' 
from 14 to 16 April under which villagers would pay 
tribute to Ambedkar and resolve to strengthen social 
harmony. Besides, 'Village Farmer Assemblies' would 
also be organised from 17-20 April to promote agriculture by providing information to farmers 
about various schemes of the government such as Fasal Bima Yojana and Soil Health Card 
scheme.  

 On 19 April, a national meeting focusing on Panchayat and tribal development will be held at 
Vijaywada, while gram sabha meetings will be held from 21-24 April across the country. PM 
modi said While addressing a gathering at Ambedkar's birthplace Mhow in Madhya Pradesh.  

 Prime minister also announced that 18,000 villages that do not have access to power will be 
electrified in 1,000 days, or even earlier. He also noted that optical fibre lines were being put in 
place in 2.5 lakh villages to ensure digital connectivity, and that the government has resolved 
to double farmers’ income by 2022. 

 
India was world's largest remittance recipient in 2015  
 India remained the world’s largest recipient of remittances from abroad in 2015, despite a $1 

billion drop from the previous year, the first such decline since 2009.  
 According to World Bank report India retained its top spot in 2015, attracting about $69 billion 

in remittances, down from $70 billion in 2014, the World Bank said in its annual report 
‘Migration and Development Brief’. Other large remittance recipients in 2015 were China ($64 
billion), the Philippines ($28 billion), Mexico ($25 billion) and Nigeria ($21 billion). 

 According to the report, the growth of remittances in 2015 slowed from eight per cent in 2014 
to 2.5 per cent for Bangladesh, from 16.7 per cent to 12.8 per cent for Pakistan, and from 9.6 
per cent to 0.5 per cent for Sri Lanka.  

 
 
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly approved Social Boycott Bill 2016 
 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly on 13 April 2016 unanimously approved the Prohibition of 

Social Boycott Bill, 2016. The bill seeks to crack down on 
extra-judicial bodies like caste and community 
panchayats. 

 The bill will be sent for Governor's assent to enact the 
Law.Maharashtra will be the first state in the country to 
enact a law against social boycott. 

 The bill provides for prohibition of social boycott of a 
person or group of persons, including their family 
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members as an individual or as a group like caste panchayat. The bill states that social boycott 
is prohibited and its commission shall be an offence. 

 The maximum punishment for the offence will be seven years in prison or fine up to 5 lakh 
rupees or both. It also states that maximum punishment for extending aid in relation to the 
commission of offence will be three years or 3 lakh rupees or both. 

 As per the bill, the victim or any member of the victim's family may file a complaint either 
through the police or directly to the magistrate. To ensure speedy justice, the trial shall be 
completed within a period of six months from the date of filing of the charge sheet. 

 
India To Notch Up To 7.5 % Growth In 2016–17 : IMF 
 International Monetary Fund (IMF) has declared the India's growth is 

projected to notch up to 7.5% in 2016-17.  
 And as per IMF prediction India will overtake the China's GDP by more 

than 1%.  
 These growth in India is driven by private consumption as well as by 

increased industrial activity. 
 In recent World Economic Outlook report IMF said that they are 

retaining India's last October forecast because recovery of private 
investment is expected to further strengthen growth.  

 The WEO report also stated that monetary conditions remain consistent with achieving the 
inflation target of 5 per cent in the first half of 2017, although an unfavorable monsoon and an 
expected public sector wage increase pose upside risks.  

 It also made a way for Fiscal consolidation to continue underpinned by revenue reforms and 
further reductions in subsidies.  

 
Shan-e-Punjab Express becomes India's first train fitted with CCTV cameras 
 Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inaugurated the 

fitment of CCTV in Train Shan-e-Punjab Express through video-
conferencing from Rail Bhawan premises, New Delhi. 

 CCTV surveillance cameras in the Shaan-e-Punjab Express is one 
more step towards improving security in Indian trains.  

 The CCTV system on the Shaan-e-Punjab Express includes 4 to 6 
cameras per coach strategically located so that the entire area 
can be covered.  

 The system will facilitate facial recognition of the target person by giving high resolution 
images.  

 It would enable facial recognition even in low light conditions especially in the aisles at night. 
The storage capacity is for one month. The recorder has safety storage/emergency recording 
function. In case of HDD failure, the data will store on additional storage device with in-built 
diagnostics to log internal function or hardware failure. 

 
Bharti Airtel First Entity to Get Payments Bank Licence from RBI 
 India leading telecom company Bharti Airtel received its 

payment bank license that is had applied for in 
partnership with Kotak Mahindra Bank, a move that will 
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help the companies take Indian government's financial inclusion plans to the next level. 
 Bharti Airtel and Kotak Mahindra had applied for the payment bank licence through AMSL, 

which launched Airtel Money in 2011. 
 Airtel Money was the first mobile based pre-paid payment instrument service in the country 

and it empowers millions across India to leverage their mobile phones as a secure way for 
making payments and transferring money.  

 The payment banks will cater to the needs of small savings accounts, remittance services, low 
income households, small businesses and other unorganised sector entities. 

 
North East ASEAN Business Summit Inaugurated In Imphal 
 The first ever two day North East-ASEAN (Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations) Business Summit was 
inaugurated at the City Convention Centre in Imphal, 
Manipur.  

 The two day summit has been organized by Manipur 
Commerce and Industries Department (MCID) in collaboration with the Union Ministries of 
External Affairs and Development of North-Eastern Region(DoNER), Indian Chamber of 
Commerce(ICC) and Indian Chamber of Service Industries(ICSI). 

 Bangladesh Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed was the chief guest at the inaugural session of 
the Summit.  

 The North East -ASEAN Business Summit aims to attracting investment from both domestic 
and foreign firms to the North-Eastern states to increase productivity and generate 
employment in the region.  

 The main highlights of the Summit include a Regional conference on “Ease of Doing Business”, 
“Agro and Food Processing : Potential and Challenges” and a “Session on Empowering MSME in 
North East”.  

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Stand Up India Scheme 
 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 5 April 2016 launched Stand Up India Scheme to 

promote entrepreneurship among Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes and Women 
entrepreneurs. 

 On this occasion, the Prime Minister also inaugurated a Kaushal Kendra (Skilling Center) under 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojna in Noida. 

 The Scheme is intended to facilitate at least two projects 
per bank branch, on an average one for each category of 
entrepreneur. It is expected to benefit at least 2.5 lakh 
borrowers within 36 months. 

 It provides for refinance window through Small 
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) with an 
initial amount of 10000 crore rupees. It will create 
credit guarantee mechanism through the National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company 
(NCGTC). 

 It will provide support for borrowers both at the pre loan stage and during operations. Its 
focus is on handholding support for both SC/ST and Women borrowers. The aim is to leverage 
institutional credit structure to reach out under-served sectors of the population by facilitating 
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bank loans repayable up to 7 years and between 10 lakh rupees- 100 lakh rupees for 
greenfield enterprises in non farm sector set up by such SC, ST and Women borrowers. 

 
India's Fastest Train "Gatiman Express" Flagged Off From Delhi To Agra 
 Gatiman Express, India's fastest train is flagged off from 

Delhi to Agra. Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu flagged off 
the much-awaited Gatiman Express for Agra from 
Nizamuddin Railway station.  

 The Nizamuddin-Agra Gatiman Express is the first semi-
high speed service in railways and will run at a speed of 
160 km per hour, covering the 188 kilometer distance in 
100 minutes. 

 The train will run six days a week except Friday in both directions. It will start journey from 
Nizamuddin at 8.10 AM and will reach Agra at 9.50 AM. In the return direction, train will 
depart from Agra at 5.50 PM to reach Nizamuddin at 7.30 PM.  

 The Gatiman Express train comprises two executive AC chair cars and eight AC chair car 
coaches. The fare for an AC chair car seat is set at Rs 750 and that for an executive AC chair car 
seat at Rs 1,500. 

 The Gatimaan’s coaches have been built at Kapurthala Railway Coach Factory in the Punjab 
and bio-toilets developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 
The cost of train is around Rs 50 crore. 

 
World's 1st Sanctuary for White Tigers Opens In MP 
 Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh along with Union Environment 

Minister Prakash Javadekar and other dignitaries have inaugurated the world's first wildlife 
sanctuary for white tigers in Madhya Pradesh.  

 The Safari was inaugurated at Mukundpur in Satna district of Madhya Pradesh.  
 The first of its kind safari is situated adjacent to the Mukundpur Zoological Park.  
 It is spread over an area of 25 hectares and has been built at cost of 50 crore rupees.  
 The safari houses three white tigers, including two females named Vindhya and Radha and one 

male named Raghu. 
 
India Ranked 6th in Top 10 Largest Manufacturers List: UN Report 
 According to a United Nations Industrial Development 

Organisation (UNIDO) report, India ranked sixth among 
the world's top 10 manufacturing countries. Previously, 
India held the ninth position. 

 The Yearbook, published by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), found 
that in India, the Manufacturing Value Added (MVA) 
grew by 7.6% in 2015 compared to the previous year. 

 It also said that the quarterly index of industrial 
production (IIP) shows 1% growth of manufacturing 
output in the fourth quarter of 2015 compared to the 
same period of the previous year. 
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 China topped the list as the world's top manufacturing country. The U.S., Japan, Germany and 
Korea followed China. Indonesia positioned 10th on the list.  

 The world's global growth rate of manufacturing production had reduced to 2.8 percent last 
year. As per PTI, this slowdown could be due to reduced manufacturing growth rates recorded 
by major developing and emerging economies.  

 
Haryana passes bills for mandatory educational criteria for urban local bodies elections  
 The Haryana Legislative Assembly has unanimously passed two bills to make minimum 

educational qualification criteria mandatory for the urban local bodies election (ULBs). 
 These bills are (i) The Haryana Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 2016 (ii) Haryana Municipal 

Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2016.  
 These bill seeks to amend the amend Section 13 A of the Haryana Municipal Act, 1973 and 

Section 8 of the Haryana Municipal Corporation Act, 1994 respectively.  
Key features of the Haryana Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 2016  
 Minimum educational qualification for a candidate contesting ULBs election in the general 

category would be Class X i.e. matriculation.  
 Female candidate from open category and a male candidate from Scheduled Caste (SC) will be 

required to be at least 8th standard pass.  
 Minimum educational qualification for SC women candidates will be 5th standard pass.  
 Candidate should not be convicted or have charges framed against him in a criminal case by a 

court for an offence punishable with imprisonment for not less than 10 years.  
 There should be no pending arrears of electricity bills against the candidate contesting the 

elections to ULBs. Candidates must have a functional toilet at their residence. 
 
India becomes fourth largest spender on defence 
 India has become the world’s fourth largest spender on defence, following a 13.1% increase in 

its 2016-17 defence budget, according to US research firm IHS Inc. 
 India’s rise in the rankings from sixth position last year is a result of an increase in expenditure 

to $50.7 billion, combined with cuts to military spending by Russia and Saudi Arabia, where 
low oil prices have put considerable strain on their finances. 

 According to IHS analysis, short-term pressures, caused by increases to military pay and the 
introduction of one rank, one pension (OROP) are the main reasons for the higher rate of 
growth in budget allocation to defence. 

 As a result, spending on the acquisition of military equipment remained largely static in real 
terms and remains lower than its 2013-14 peak, despite an increase in the overall budget. 

 The Indian defence budget is expected to reach $64.8 billion by 2020 with procurement 
expenditure expected to grow faster than overall spending, according to IHS. 

 
IIT Madras and IIM Bangalore top the list of best Indian universities 
 IIT Madras and IIM Bangalore have topped the list of top 

educational institutes unveiled by the Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development. 

 The HRD ministry released first-of-its-kind National 
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF). 

 According to the list, IIT Madras is the top engineering 
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college followed by IIT Mumbai and IIT Kharagpur. IIM Bangalore is the top management 
college followed by IIM Ahmedabad at rank no. 2 and IIM Calcutta at rank no. 3. 

 The Indian Institute of Science Bangalore is the best university in India. 
 Manipal College of Pharmaceutical Sciences is the top pharmacy institute in the country. All 

122 centrally-funded institutions participated in the first round of ranking. The NIRF is divided 
into two categories. Category A – Institutions with academic autonomy with focus on research, 
Category B – Colleges and centres associated with a university with a focus on teaching. Union 
Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani released the list at Vigyan Bhawan. 

 
Asia’s 50 Most Powerful Businesswoman List Topped By Nita Ambani 
 Reliance Industries director Nita Ambani and State Bank of India 

chairman Arundhati Bhattacharya have been ranked top two in 
Forbes’ “Asia 50 Power Businesswomen 2016” list, which 
acknowledges the inroads women are making in the business 
world, despite gender inequalities. 

 American magazine Forbes has released 2016 “Asia’s 50 Power 
Businesswomen” list featuring business women from 14 countries.  

 According to list, 6 other Indian business women have also been 
included in the list- at no. 14-Mu Sigma CEO Ambiga Dhiraj, 16- 
Dipali Goenka CEO Welspun India, 18- Vinita Gupta CEO Lupin, 22-Chanda Kochhar ICICI Bank 
Managing Director, 26-Vandana Luthra VLCC Health Care Founder, 28- Kiran Mazumdar Shaw 
Biocon Founder. 

 

 Over 100 crore people, including 93% of the adult population, now have an Aadhaar number. 
The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) had generated 100 crore Aadhaar 
numbers in five-and half years since the first Aadhaar was issued in 2010. 

 Mumbai has got its first air-conditioned suburban local train. Which was flagged off from 
Integral Coach Factory in Chennai on March 31, has finally arrived in the metropolis, and its 
trial run would take place soon. The train is parked at the Kurla car shed of Central Railway 
and local train does not have any general or first class compartments and fare between Rs 60 
to Rs 70 from CST to Panvel.  

 Gujarat chief Minister Anandiben Patel officially launched the state-wide implementation of 
National Food Security Act, which has been renamed as Maa Annapurna Yojna (Scheme) by the 
state government. Under the Maa Annapurna Yojna, 3.82 crore people of Gujarat will be 
benefited. Each of them will get rice at Rs 3 per Kg and wheat at Rs 2 per Kg. 

 Partial suspension of power generation at the NTPC's Farakka plant in West Bengal's 
Murshidabad district owing to shortage of water is likely to continue till April 10. The power 
producer was forced to temporarily shut five units (1,600 MW) of its 6 units (2,100 MW) at 
Farakka after water level at Farakka feeder canal receded due to "diversion of water to 
Bangladesh as per the international treaty and one unit of 500 MW is under operation.  

 The third phase of Union Health Ministry’s universal vaccination programme Mission 
Indradhanush began on 7 April, 2016. It will cover 216 Districts across several States including 
Bihar, Gujarat, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. Under it, children 
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against seven vaccine preventable diseases will be vaccinated against seven preventable 
diseases.  

 The Union Minister for water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Uma 
Bharti has inaugurated the Water Film Festival as a part of the India Water Week celebrations 
in New Delhi. This is the the 4th edition of India Water week. The theme for this year’s India 
Water week is “Water for all: Striving together.  

 Information and Broadcasting Ministry has constituted a three-member panel, headed by 
former Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) BB Tandon, to see that guidelines set for 
government advertisements by the Supreme Court are followed.  Senior TV journalist Rajat 
Sharma and ad-man Piyush Pandey will be the other members of the committee. 

 As the government's rural broadband project is facing long delays, telecom PSU BSNL is testing 
an alternative WiFi-based network to connect about 1 lakh village panchayats in a year with 
high-speed Internet. The State Run Company in connection with Vihaan Networks has started 
testing the sustainability of WiFi network in three villages – Karenda, Phalsa and Bahadri – in 
Alwar district of Rajasthan.  

 Haryana Government has decided to rename Gurgaon as Gurugram and Mewat as Nuh.  The 
decision to change the name of Gurgaon was taken on the basis of the representations received 
at several forums by the people of Gurgaon as they stated that Gurgaon had been a centre of 
learning where the princes used to get education and known as Gurugram since the times of 
Guru Dronacharya. Mewat is not a town. It is a geographical and cultural unit spread beyond 
Haryana in the adjoining States of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. 

 Delhi government has banned for one year the sale, purchase and storage of all forms of 
chewable tobacco, including "guktha, pan masala, khaini and zarda", in the national capital. The 
Department of Food Safety department issued a notification in this regard. According to the 
notification, unpackaged products of chewable tobacco, too, are covered under the ambit of the 
ban.  

 The New Development Bank (NDB), commonly known as BRICS bank, has sanctioned its first 
batch of loans, including $250 million to India’s renewable energy projects. The NDB approved 
four green renewable energy projects from India, China, Brazil and South Africa entailing 
financing of $811 million. The project from India entails provisioning of multi-tranche loan of 
$250 million to Canara Bank for onlending to renewable energy projects.  

 The search engine giant Google has extended free internet service through WiFi to 10 railway 
stations across the country to provide internet to over 1.5 million people. The free internet 
service was extended as part of Google’s tie up with Railtel, the internet provider arm of Indian 
Railways. These 10 Railway Stations are: Pune, Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, Raipur, Ranchi, 
Vijayawada, Kacheguda (Hyderabad), Ernakulum Jn (Kochi) and Vishakhapatnam. 

 Union Government launched Sahapedia, India's first online interactive portal. Sahapedia is a 
collection of resources on the diverse heritage of India. It is non-profit society, led by former 
TCS chairman S. Ramadorai, who is the head of the National Skill Development Agency. 

 Lok Sabha passed the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill, 2016. It proposes removal of an 
exception made for Sahajdharis in 1944 that allowed them to vote in elections for the Board 
and committees instituted under the Act. 
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 Beti Bachao Beti Padho Scheme extended to 61 more districts with low Child Sex Ratio. 
Maneka Gandhi said for monitoring of pregnancy, Sarpanch of the village should be made 
nodal person and district collector was asked to show the data of number of boys and girls in 
every village through a board. 

 PM Narendra Modi launched National Agriculture Market. This project will operate through an 
online portal which is being linked to the mandis of the States. 

 Union Cabinet gave ex-facto approval for implementation of One Rank One Pension. The 
benefit will be given with effect from 1 July 2014 and would also be extended to family 
pensioners including war widows and disabled pensioners. 

 Union Cabinet approved recommendations of 14th Finance Commission on fiscal deficit 
targets. The commission adopted the fiscal deficit threshold limit of 3 per cent of Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP) for the States. Further, It was also provided a year-to-year flexibility 
for additional fiscal deficit to States. 

 Keeping a criminal case pending is violation of Article 21 of Constitution: Delhi HC. The ruling 
was passed by Justice Suresh Kait in Joginder Singh vs State (NCT of Delhi) case. 

 Union Government released Indian Intellectual Property Panorama. It seeks to increase 
awareness and build sensitivity towards Intellectual Property, among stakeholders in the SME 
sector, academia and researchers. 

 Union Government launched Vidyut PRAVAH Mobile App to empower People to demand 24x7 
Power. The mobile application provides highlights of the power availability in India on real 
time basis. 

 The Chief Minister of Bihar Mr. Nitish Kumar has declared total ban on the sale of all forms of 
alcohol with immediate effect.  CM also said that while the alcohol licences of hotels, clubs and 
bars would be revoked, this ban would not affect army cantonments, as they are allowed to 
regulate the consumption and sale of liquor independently. 

 The three day 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference on the Tiger Conservation is going to inaugurate 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on 12th April, 2016 which will continue till 
14th of April, 2016. In this conference, more than 700 tiger experts, scientists, managers, 
donors and other stakeholders are gathering to discuss issues related to tiger conservation.  

 Bharti Airtel announced the acquisition of 20 MHz spectrum in eight circles from Aircel for Rs 
3,500 crore.  Bharti will acquire spectrum or radiowaves in 2,300 MHz band in Tamil Nadu, 
Bihar, West Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir, Assam, North East, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. 

 Raghubar Das, the Chief Minister of Jharkhand has launched the "Bhimrao Ambedkar Awas 
Yojana" for widows on the 125th birth anniversary of B R Ambedkar. The objective of the 
scheme is to create equality and harmony in society, ensuring all round development. 
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International 
 
New Zealand's $5 bill named best banknote of the year 
 New Zealand’s five-dollar note has been named the 

banknote of the year for 2015 by the International Bank 
Note Society.  

 The note incorporates some of the world’s most 
advanced security features and beautifully showcasing 
New Zealand’s history, culture, and heritage. The $5 note 
has won form the 40 eligible designs from a record 20 
countries. 

 The $5 note has featured mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary and on the other side, a rare yellow-
eyed penguin and local flora. 

 
Heart of Asia conference begins in New Delhi 
 The heart of Asia conference has begun in New Delhi. The 

conference aims to bring peace and stability to Afghanistan and 
speeding up its reconstruction with a focus on enhancing 
investment and connectivity to the country. 

 The main aim of HoA process have been to devise a sustained, 
incremental approach to implementation of the confidence 
building measures (CBM) in Afghanistan and Energy, 
infrastructure and investment deals to shore up economic 
growth of Afghanistan may also figure during the conference.  

 In this conference 14 countries are participating and apart from those there are some 
countries that are supporting the conference which include France, Germany, Canada etc. 

 
25th April: World Malaria Day 
 25th April is observed every year as World Malaria Day (WMD) to 

create awareness among the people about this vector borne disease.  
 The theme for 2016 is End Malaria For Good. This year’s theme 

reflects the vision of a malaria-free world set out in the 
Global technical strategy for malaria 2016-2030.  

 The World Health Assembly adopted it in May 2015, the strategy aims 
to dramatically lower the global malaria burden over the next 15 
years. The strategy sets the target of reducing global malaria 
incidence and mortality rates by at least 90% by 2030. 

 
International Solar Alliance Cell and UNDP declared Cooperation for Promoting Solar 
Energy 
 The Interim Administrative Cell of International Solar Alliance (ISA Cell) and the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on 22 April 2016 declared their intention to 
promote solar energy globally. 

 The declaration was made on the occasion of the side event on International Solar Alliance at 
the UN Headquarters in New York. 
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 The main aim of this cooperation is the Development of synergies with ongoing UNDP 
programmes and projects on solar energy in and across ISA member countries and also the 
creation of complementary linkages with ongoing global and regional efforts in the field 
of solar energy. 

 
China, Pakistan ink agreement to launch satellite to monitor CPEC projects 
 China and Pakistan have signed an agreement for the launch of a special satellite to monitor 

the development of the multi-billion dollars China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
projects.  

 Pakistan and China are working closely and wholeheartedly to implement the CPEC projects in 
the speediest manner. In this regard, both countries have decided for development and launch 
of the Pakistan Remote Sensing Satellite (PRSS-1) System and launch a satellite in June 2018.  

 The first phase of multibillion dollars CPEC framework will be completed by 2018. The 
production of 10,000MW under this important initiative will also help overcome the energy 
crisis by 2018. 

 
India, France launch $1 Trillion Potential Solar Programme under ISA  
 India and France have launched a programme with $1 

trillion Potential Solar Programme under the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA).  

 It is a solar finance programme that aims at helping 
developing countries to fully harness their solar 
resources for a clean energy future. It was announced by 
Minister of State for Power Piyush Goyal and French 
Environment Minister Segolene Royal at the ministerial 
side event on ISA at the United Nations.  

 The solar finance programme aims at lowering the cost of finance and facilitates the flow of 
more than 1 trillion dollars investment to members of the ISA.  

 Both countries also launched a second programme at the ISA meeting which aims to make 
available solar technology for farmers. The meeting was attended by representatives of over 
25 countries including the US, Bangladesh, Brazil and Nigeria.  

About International Solar Alliance (ISA)  
 The ISA was launched at the 2015 Paris Climate Change Summit by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and French President Francois Hollande.  
 It seeks to empower solar-rich countries located between the tropic of Cancer and the tropic of 

Capricorn to make collaborative efforts to harness solar energy to generate the electricity.  
 Under this alliance, 121 countries that fall within the tropics have been invited. Most of these 

countries fall within Asia, Africa and South America. 
 Three Objectives: (i) To force down prices by driving demand, (ii) To bring standardization in 

solar technologies and thirdly and (iii) To foster research and development. 
 
India signs climate pact along with over 170 states at UN 
 India signed the historic Paris climate agreement here along with more than 170 nations, 

marking a significant step that has brought together developing and developed nations for 
beginning work on cutting down greenhouse gas emissions to combat global warming. 
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 Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar signed the agreement in the 
UN General Assembly hall at a high-level ceremony hosted by UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. The ceremony was attended by heads 
of government, ministers, corporate leaders and artists. 

 At 175 nations, the signing ceremony for the climate agreement set the 
record for the most countries to sign an international agreement on 
one day, previously set in 1982, when 119 countries signed the Law of 
the Sea Convention. 

 The agreement can enter into force 30 days after at least 55 Parties to 
the UNFCCC, accounting for at least 55 per cent of global emissions, ratify the agreement. 

 
TCS In Time's Top 50 Employers For Women In UK 
 A part of the Tata group and India's largest IT services company, Tata Consultancy Services 

(TCS) has been recognized as one of the United Kingdom's leading employers for women in a 
list published by The Times.  

 The Times Top 50 Employers for Women recognizes organisations that are spearheading 
gender equality in the workplace and making a conscious effort to even out the playing field 
for men and women.  

 Presently, the company has employed over 1,00,000 women globally, a 3rd of its total 
workforce. TCS’ rank in The Times Top 50 is recognition of its continued drive to make gender 
equality a central part of its business strategy.  

 
IMF, WB, UN And OECD Form New Group To Stop Tax Erosion 
 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank has stated that they are going to join 

forces with other international organizations to 
cooperate on tax issues and develop new tools and 
standards to halt tax base erosion and evasion.  

 This new group will also include the United Nations and 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. 

 The new group will particularly focus on building effective tax systems in developing countries 
and avoid tax base erosion.  

 The decision was announced after the release of 'Panama Papers', which highlighted the 
widespread use of tax haven countries by wealthy individuals to avoid taxes.  

 The group will help emerging marketing countries to develop policies for the "informal" 
sectors of their economies that operate in cash transactions outside the tax system. It also aims 
to provide "toolkits" to help developing countries implement measures developed under a 
previous G20/OECD tax effort, known as the "Base Erosion and Profit Shifting" project. 

 
US Jury Slaps $940 Million Fine on Tata in Trade Secret Case, TCS Denies Wrong doing 
 A US grand jury has slapped two companies of India's Tata group -Tata Consultancy Services 

(TCS) and Tata America International Corp. with a USD 940 million fine in a trade secret 
lawsuit filed against them. 
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 After days of hearing, the federal grand jury in the US State of Wisconsin ruled that Tata 
Consultancy Services Ltd. and Tata America International Corp. must pay USD 240 million to 
Epic Systems for allegedly ripping off its software.  

 Tata have also been asked to pay another USD 700 million in punitive damages.  
 TCS, which is India's largest software services firm, stated there was no IP infringement in the 

Epic Systems case and said it plans to "defend its position vigorously in appeals to higher 
courts".  

 The Mumbai-based firm said it remains committed to protecting IP as well as its reputation 
and financial interests fully. Epic Systems had accused TCS and Tata America International 
Corp, in a lawsuit filed in October, 2014 in US. 

 
Forbes Releases First Ever ‘Global Game Changers’ List, Three Indians Make the Cut 
 Forbes in its inaugural edition of Global Game Changers 

List launched this year has ranked some of the biggest 
names in business. 

 This year list features 30 of the most powerful business 
leaders worldwide, chosen from Forbes Releases First 
Everfor-profit companies worth at least $1 billion, 
which have showed growth, innovation and global 
footprint. 

 Topped by Mark Benioff of Salesforce.com and Mark 
Zuckerberg of Facebook (ranked 30). 

 Three Indians have been featured in the list, they are Rahul Bhatia of InterGlobe Enterprises, 
Cyrus Poonawalla of Serum Institute of India, and Sunny Varkey of GEMS Education at 3, 23 
and 26 positions respectively. 

 Rahul Bhatia (Ranked 3), The founder of the Inter Globe Enterprises, Bhatia has brought the 
discounted airline model to the developing world, extended it and made it profitable. Gurgaon 
based IndiGo’s no-frill airline is the largest and most profitable carrier in India. 

 
Delhi ranked 44th among world’s 50 Future-ready Cities  
 National Capital of India, Delhi has been ranked 44th among the world’s 50 ‘future-ready 

economies cities’ that are embracing technology for 
growth. 

 It was revealed by the recently released report ‘Future-
Ready Economies Model’ by the Information Technology 
major Dell.  

Key facts  
 The list is topped by San Jose, followed by San Francisco, 

Singapore, London, Washington DC, etc.  
 These high-growth cities were evaluated on the parameters of human capital, infrastructure 

and commerce.  
 The model scores large, high-growth global metropolitan areas based on attributes that enable 

people and organisations to access new tools and ideas that deliver better connectivity, better 
economic performance and a greater ability to attract talent.  
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 The cities were positioned in the list were evaluated along three dimensions human capital, 
infrastructure and commerce. 

 
Canada Ranks Near Bottom On UNICEF's 'fairness' Report Card 
 Canada's poorest children are falling further behind, according to a UNICEF report card that 

ranks the country in the bottom third among OECD and 
EU nations when it comes to inequality in the well-being 
of its youngest citizens. 

 Report released in Paris presents an overview of 
inequalities in child well-being in 41 countries of the 
European Union (EU) and the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD).  

 It focuses on ‘bottom-end inequality’ – the gap between children at the bottom and those in the 
middle – and addresses the question ‘how far behind are children being allowed to fall?’ in 
income, education, health and life satisfaction. 

 UNICEF's Fairness for Children report card, released ranks Canada 26 out of 35 affluent 
nations.  

 The report also notes that gaps in children’s health and education have widened since 2013, 
when Canada ranked 17 among 29 rich countries.  

 
Nauru becomes 189th member of IMF, World Bank 
 Tiny South Pacific island nation Nauru has become the 189th member of the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank i.e. Bretton-Woods institutions. 
 Nauru applied for membership in the Washington-based IMF and World Bank in April 2014, 

after joining the United Nations in 1996 as the world’s smallest independent republic. 
 The World Bank, which helps developing countries to spur growth and fight poverty, 

welcomed Nauru as its smallest member by land mass, at 21 square kilometers. 
 By joining the World Bank, Nauru gains access to financial support, technical support and 

special expertise in dealing with Pacific area issues, such as water and sanitation and disaster 
risk management amid the threat of climate change and rising sea levels. 

 
China Successfully Launches Retrievable Satellite 
 China launched a retrievable scientific research satellite in a bid to aid scientists to study 

micro-gravity and space life science. 
 A Chinese satellite, launched on April 9 in the remote Gobi Desert it carries six titanium 

cylinders, each with a milliliter of crude oil compressed to more than 400 times. 
 Space study is no longer limited to exploration of the galaxy and the rest of the universe. Over 

the past few years, it has become a massive interstellar ground for scientists who wish to learn 
more about the Earth, such as its weather patterns.  

 China's SJ-10 satellite, piggybacking on the Long March 2-D rocket, is doing exactly the same 
thing, only that its task is more bizarre than most others.  

 By bringing crude oil into space, international researchers will be able to find more of it 
underneath the Earth's crust. 
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Pakistan successfully test-fires anti-ship ‘Zarb’ missile 
 Pakistan Navy has successfully test-fired shore-based anti-ship missile 'Zarb', bolstering its 

defence mechanism.  
 The missile was launched from a coastal site and successfully hit the surface target in the 

Arabian Sea. 
 As per the Naval chief Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah the launch of new missile system was 

part of Pakistan Navy's continuous effort to enhance its capabilities.  
 The missile was launched from coastal site and successfully hit the surface target in the 

Arabian Sea, the statement added.  
 Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Zakaullah praised professional expertise of Pakistan Navy and 

expressed satisfaction at combat readiness of the naval forces. He said that successful test 
firing of Zarb missile demonstrates the Navy’s combat capabilities. 

 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt To Build Bridge Across Red Sea 
 Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has announced an agreement with 

Egyptian President Abdul-Fattah al-Sisi to build a bridge over 
the Red Sea connecting the two countries.  

 The announcement made on the second day of visit of Saudi 
Arabia's King to Cairo. 

 The name given to this bridge after the Saudi king is King 
Salman bin Abdel Aziz Bridge.  

 The planned bridge would help in boosting commerce and trade 
between the two allied countries. This historic step will also 
connect the two continents, Africa and Asia.  

 The estimated cost to this bridge is around $4 billion. 
 
HP Unveils World's Thinnest Laptop 
 American multinational information technology 

company HR Inc (Hewlett-Packard) has 
launched eight new personal products including 
the world thinnest laptop. 

 The laptop is having 10.4 mm thickness. 
 According to the company ‘Spectre’ is the 

world’s thinnest laptop and has a battery life of 
up to nine and a half hours.  

 Another USP of the laptop is its copper design 
combined with carbon fiber that gives the laptop 
a premium look.  

 It features 13.3-inch full HD screen with Corning 
Gorilla Glass. The laptop comes with 8GB LDDR3 RAM and 512GB SSD storage and runs on 6th 
generation Intel Core i5 and i7 processors. According to the company the laptop includes 3 
Type-C USB I/O ports and the price of the laptop is around $1,249 (Rs 83,121 approx).  
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Irani unveils bronze bust of Aryabhatta at UNESCO HQ 
 A bronze bust of ancient Indian mathematician and astronomer Aryabhatta has been unveiled 

at the UNESCO Headquarters.  
 The bust, sculpted by renowned Indian sculptor Ram 

Sutar, was unveiled by HRD Minister Smriti Irani.  
 She was in the French capital to attend the high-level 

segment of the 'International Conference on Zero' held 
from April 4-5.  

 Sutar was recently awarded the Padma Bhushan, one of 
the highest civilian awards in India, for his contribution 
to the world of art.  

 The two-day conference, organised by the Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO, was held 
to share the rich and remarkable history of mathematics through participation of some of the 
brilliant minds, resonating with the UNESCO's mandate to advance, transfer and share 
knowledge for the greater global good. 

 
Researchers developed world’s smallest diode 
 Researchers from the University of Georgia and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) 

developed the world's smallest diode, the size of a single molecule. 
 The breakthrough could impact the development of molecular electronic devices. Their study 

was published in journal Nature Chemistry on 4 April 2016. 
 The nanoscale diode or molecular rectifier operates like a valve to facilitate electronic current 

flow in one direction.  
 A collection of these nanoscale diodes, or molecules, contains properties that resemble 

traditional electronic components, such as a wire, transistor or rectifier. 
 Professor Bingqian Xu from the College of Engineering at the University of Georgia and his 

team of researchers took a single DNA molecule made from 11 base pairs and connected it to 
an electronic circuit just a few nanometers in size. 

 
4th Nuclear Security Summit begins in Washington  
 The fourth edition of Nuclear Security Summit (NSS) began in Washington, United States to 

discuss a gamut of issues pertaining to nuclear security. 
 In this edition of summit, heads of about 53 countries 

and representatives of five international organisations 
including the UNO, International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), European Union (EU), Interpol are taking part.  

 India is being represented by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the two-day summit. The fourth summit is the 
last summit under the current format and also under the presidency of Barack Obama.  

 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's Statue To Be Installed In France 
 The statue of Maharaja Ranjit Singh will be installed in France's Saint-Tropez town. The town 

is the birth place of Army General Jean-Francois Allard. 
 The installation will be held in September this year and for the installation ceremony Henri 

Prevosat-Allard, Deputy Mayor and in-charge of tourism of Saint-Tropez met Punjab Tourism 
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Minister Sohan Singh Thandal and invited him to the installation ceremony of Singh’s statue in 
France. 

 For the occasion, Henri has also invited Punjab chief minister Parkash Singh Badal to Saint-
Tropez on September 17 when the statues of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, General Allard and his 
wife Bannou Pan Dei will be installed.  

 In September, the Indian embassy in France will hold also an exhibition on the life of the king. 
 Henri informed the Chief Minister that Gen. Allard (French) along with Gen. Ventura (Italian) 

served in the army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and both made an enormous contribution for the 
modernization of his military through their strategic experience and raised Fauj-i-khas, the 
“special” or “royal” brigade. 

 

 China successfully launched Kunpeng-1B Sounding Rocket. The rocket reached a maximum 
height of 316 kilometres (196 miles), with the total flight time coming to 10 minutes. 

 Bangladesh Cabinet approved draft of Supreme Court Judge (Investigation Act) 2016. It will 
empower the Parliament to impeach a judge in the Supreme Court, if allegation of misconduct 
or incapacity is proved. 

 Saudi Arabia unveiled Vision 2030 cutting reliance on oil. Vision 2030 envisages forming 
public investment fund, boosting affordable housing and giving expats long-term residence 
among others. 

 Japan successfully tested its first stealth fighter X-2 jet. With this, the country joins a select 
group of world military powers wielding the radar-dodging technology. 

 India ratified Trade Facilitation Agreement of WTO. The ratification of the TFA will help India 
further boost economic growth by reducing trade costs and supporting its integration into the 
global economy. 

 Europe became world’s first region to end malaria: WHO. WHO announced that the European 
Region hit its 2015 target to wipe out malaria, thus contributing to the global goal to End 
malaria for good. 

 19th Round of Talks held between India and China on Boundary Issue held in Beijing. They 
agreed to abide for peaceful negotiations to settle the problematic border issue and reach a 
fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution. 

 Iran unveiled S-300 Missile System parts at Army Parade. The S-300 system was on order since 
2007 but Russia postponed the sale three years later after the UN Security Council (UNSC) 
passed a resolution relating to Iran's nuclear programme. 

 World Bank Group to Invest 2.5 Billion US Dollars in Education Projects benefiting Adolescent 
Girls. About 75 percent of these investments are expected to be from International 
Development Association (IDA), the Bank Group’s fund for the poorest countries. 

 World Bank, UNICEF established alliance to promote Early Childhood Development 
programme. Since 2000, the WBG has invested 6 billion dollars in early childhood 
development (ECD) programs, including 3 billion dollars over the last two years alone. 

 First-ever Investment Framework for Nutrition and Call for Immediate Action launched by 
global leaders. The Investing in Nutrition: The Foundation for Development event hosted by 
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the World Bank, the Results for Development Institute, and 1000 Days is part of a global effort 
to increase investment in nutrition. 

 BRICS New Development Bank approved first set of loans for renewable energy. The loan will 
be used by four BRICS countries namely Brazil, India, China and South Africa to create 2370 
MW of renewable energy capacity. 

 EU Parliament cleared joint system for sharing air passenger data to fight terror. The creation 
of the new system will enable security agencies to systematically store the data of airline 
passengers travelling to, from and within the EU. 

 India, South Korea signed MoU for cooperation and mutual assistance in development of Ports. 
The Union Cabinet approved the proposal of the Shipping Ministry for signing of this MoU on 6 
April 2016. 

 India and Germany signed agreement on Namami Gange Programme. It will enable 
responsibility of stakeholders at National and State level to apply integrated river basin 
management approach for the rejuvenation of the river Ganga. 

 G7 Foreign Ministers' meet concluded with adoption of Hiroshima Declaration. In the 
Hiroshima Declaration, the G7 foreign ministers reaffirmed their commitment to seeking a 
safer world for all and to creating the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons. 

 India, Maldives signed six agreements to deepen bilateral cooperation. MoU for Cooperation in 
the area of conservation and restoration of ancient mosques and joint research and 
exploratory surveys in Maldives was inked. 

 UN-backed Yemen ceasefire came into force. The truce is aimed at giving a boost to the peace 
talks scheduled for 18 April 2016 in Kuwait, where the rebels will discuss the peace terms with 
the government of internationally recognised President Abd Rabu Mansour Hadi. 

 French lawmakers passed a bill banning paying for sex. The legislation makes France only the 
fifth European country that punishes the clients of sex workers after Sweden, Norway, Iceland 
and Britain. 

 UNESCO adopted two new recommendations on Education and Training. The two 
recommendations are Recommendation on Adult Learning and Education (ALE) and the 
Recommendation concerning Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). 

 Myanmar Parliament approved Bill to grant PM-like role to Aung San Suu Kyi. Clause 59 (F) of 
the Burmese constitution bars candidates with foreign spouses or children but Suu Kyi's two 
sons hold British passports. 

 US Senate unanimously approves Defend Trade Secrets Bill. It empowers companies to sue in 
federal court if their commercial secrets are stolen and would also help them to recover 
damages, enforce injunctions and prevent the further dissemination of stolen secrets. 

 World’s first mass dengue vaccination programme launched in Philippines. The programme 
seeks to administer the world's first licensed vaccine against a mosquito-borne disease to a 
million school children. 
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Appointments-National/International 
 
Rio Olympics: Abhinav Bindra joins Salman Khan as India's Goodwill Ambassador 
 Beijing Olympics gold medalist and ace shooter Abhinav Bindra accepted the offer of the Indian 

Olympic Association to become India's Goodwill 
Ambassador for the Rio Olympics. 

 The IOA had stirred up a controversy when they named 
Salman Khan as a Goodwill Ambassador. 

 Many sports personalities had slammed the move and 
questioned the timing of the appointment. Salman's 
movie 'Sultan', based on wrestling is due for release soon. 

 
Sangey re-elected PM of Tibetan govt-in-exile 
 The Tibetan government-in-exile re-elected Lobsang Sangey as the Prime Minister for a second 

consecutive term.  
 48-year-old Sangey defeated his only rival - Speaker of the Tibetan Parliament Pempa Tsering 

by 9,012 votes. 
 According to the Chief Election Commissioner of the Tibetan government-in-exile Sonam 

Chhopel, the names of all the 45 elected members of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile have also 
been declared.  

 
Goa Appoints Justice P.K. Mishra as Lokayukta 
 Retired Justice P K Mishra would be most probably the Lokayukta for Goa.Goa government has 

recommended his name to Governor Mridula Sinha. 
 According to the Chief Minister of Goa that in Lokayukta Act, the Governor is the final authority 

to appoint the Lokayukta on the advice tendered by the Chief Minister, in consultation with the 
Chief Justice of Bombay High Court and the Leader of the Opposition.  

 In October 2013, the first Goa Lokayukta, Justice (retd) B Sudarshan Reddy, had quit from his 
post citing personal reasons. He had assumed charge in March 2013.  

 His resignation left investigations of 21 cases, including the crucial illegal mining scam and the 
recruitment's in government department, pending before the ombudsman in the State. 

 Since then, government was dilly dallying over the appointment of his successor, claiming that 
no retired judge was available. And Justice Mishra, former chief justice of Patna high court, has 
served the state as the chairman of Goa Human Rights Commission.  

 
BCCI appoints Rahul Johri as its CEO 
 Board of Control for Cricket in India - BCCI appointed Rahul Johri as its Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO).  
 Mr. Rahul Johri, was last serving as Discovery Networks - Asia 

Pacific's Executive Vice-President and General Manager for 
South Asia. He will take on his new role starting from 1st of 
June. 

 The creation of the post of the CEO was a change recommended 
by the three-member Lodha panel in its report in January this 
year.  
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 The panel had stressed the need for the BCCI to separate its governance and management 
duties, with the CEO taking charge of the management side. 

 Commenting on the appointment, BCCI President Shashank Manohar, said, Mr. Johri's vision, 
guidance and support will contribute towards the successful working of the BCCI. Meanwhile, 
BCCI secretary Anurag Thakur also said, Mr. Johri's appointment would help strengthen the 
working of the board. 

 
Ukrainian Parliament Appoints Groysman as New Prime Minister 
 Ukraine's parliament approved presidential ally Volodymyr 

Groysman as Prime Minister in the biggest political shakeup 
since a 2014 uprising brought in a pro-Western leadership. 

 President Petro Poroshenko hopes the appointment of the 
former parliamentary speaker will end months of political 
deadlock that has delayed billions of dollars in foreign loans 
needed to shore up Ukraine's war-battered economy. 

 But the departure from the cabinet of experienced 
technocrats, including U.S.-born Finance Minister Natalia Yaresko, who led strategic talks with 
Western lenders and investors has rattled pro-European reformists.  

 Some deputies said the new government would struggle to get laws approved.  
 Speaking ahead of the vote, Groysman, 38, said his government was committed to tackling 

Ukraine's endemic corruption and strengthening ties with the European Union. 
 
Mary Kom named AIBA ambassador for Women’s World Championship 
 Indian woman boxer M C Mary Kom added another 

honour to her list of accolades as she was named one of 
the eight ambassadors for the upcoming World 
Championships by the International Boxing Association 
(AIBA). An elated Mary Kom (51kg), who has five World 
Championship gold medals to her credit. 

 The Manipuri is a tournament legend and AIBA had 
dubbed her ‘Magnificent Mary’ for her unprecedented 
gold medal count in it. The 33-year-old, who missed out 
on an Olympic berth in last month’s Asian Qualifiers, is currently training for the world event 
trials slated here on April 18 and 19. 

 The AIBA-appointed ambassadors for the World Championship also include Nicola Adams of 
Great Britain, Team USA’s light flyweight Marlen Esparza, Adriana Arauja from the host 
country of this year’s Olympic Games Brazil, Bulgaria’s Stanimira Petrova and Morocco’s 
Khadija Mardi. The female officials chosen to be ambassadors are Algerian Kheira Siki Yakoub 
and Canada’s Jennifer Huggins. 

 
Sushila Karki: First female Chief Justice of Nepal’s Supreme Court 
 The Constitutional Council of Nepal has selected Justice Sushila Karki (63) for the post of Chief 

Justice (CJ) of the Supreme Court of the country. With this selection she will become 26th chief 
justice of the apex court and the first female CJ in Nepal’s history. 
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 However, her nomination is expected to be confirmed by a Parliamentary Hearings Committee 
which endorses the recommendation. She will succeed Kalyan Shrestha who retired from the 
top post. She shall have tenure of 1 year and retire in June 2017 upon reaching the age limit. 

 Currently she is seniormost judge in the Supreme Court of Nepal. Since 2010, she is member of 
the International Association of Women Judges. She was appointed ad-hoc justice (judge) at 
the Supreme Court in January 2009 and as permanent justice on November 18, 2010. 

 Prior to her appointment as judge of Supreme Court in 2009, she had served as a senior 
advocate. She was accorded the title of senior advocate in 2004. She also had served as 
President of the Appelate Court Bar Association Biratnagar for a term until 2004. 

 
Sachin becomes the Brand Ambassador of Skill India  
 The ministry for skill development and 

entrepreneurship (MSDE) has named Cricket Icon 
Sachin Tendulkar as brand ambassador of the 'Skill 
India' campaign.  

 The master blaster said that the campaign was meant 
for the talents of young generation and it is an 
opportunity for the nation to make full use of its 
young population. 

 ‘Skill India’ campaign was launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to help train over 40 crore people in India in different skills. World 
Youth Skills Day and the launch of SKILL INDIA were celebrated nation-wide.  

 State Governments organized events to emphasize the importance of skill development for the 
youth in their states, mobilizing candidates, launching fresh training programs and felicitating 
successful trainees.  

 ITIs across the country also participated in the event through a live feed of the event. 
 
CP Gurnani appointed as NASSCOM chairman 
 CP Gurnani, Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer, Tech 

Mahindra, is the new Chairman of the National Association of Software 
and Services Companies (NASSCOM) for 2016-17. 

 He would focus on programmes aimed at making India a digital and 
innovation hub. 

 He identified start-ups, cyber security and analytics as emerging areas 
for the Indian IT industry. “Nasscom of tomorrow is representative of 
product companies, start-ups, among others and not just service 
providers.’’ 

 According to Nasscom projections, IT industry, which directly employs 
3.9 million professionals, is expected to grow at about 14 per cent during the present financial 
year with a likely intake of 2.5 lakh new employees. In 2015-16, industry crossed $100 billion 
mark in exports. 

 Referring to ongoing programmes, Nasscom is working closely with State governments with 
regard to innovation hubs in various cities including Bengaluru, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Kolkata and Pune. 
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Internal security chief Tran Dai Quang sworn in as Vietnam's President 
 Tran Dai Quang has sworn in as the ninth President of Vietnam after he was elected by 

country’s National Assembly.  
 He succeeds Truong Tan Sang and shall have term of five years.  
 He was elected as President after he had secured 91.5% votes that is 452 valid votes out of the 

total 494 members of the unicameral house.  
 Tran Dai Quang Prior to getting elected as the President of Vietnam, Quang had served as 

Minister of Public Security of the country from 2011 to 2016.  
 He is a member of the 12th Politburo of the Communist Party of Vietnam and is currently 

ranked second after General Secretary Nguyen Phu Tr. In August 2011 he was appointed 
Secretary of the Central Police Party Committee In 1972, he had attended the People’s Police 
School. 

 
Mehbooba Mufti to be sworn in as first woman CM of Jammu & Kashmir on April 4 
 PDP President Mehbooba Mufti is sworn in as the first 

woman Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir on April 4. 
 PDP and its alliance partner BJP said they have also 

conveyed the mutually agreed date for the swearing-in 
ceremony to state Governor N N Vohra.  

 The date for the oath ceremony of the new cabinet was 
decided after deliberations between the leadership of 
both the parties. 

 After the death of her father, who headed PDP-BJP 
coalition government for 10 months from March 1, last year until his death on January 7, this 
year, Mehbooba had been reluctant to take over as CM of the PDP-BJP coalition government. 

 
 Iceland ruling coalition Government has named Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson (53) as the new 

Prime Minister after igmundur Gunnlaugsson had stepped down. Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson’s 
appointment comes after Sigmundur Gunnlaugsson had stepped down as PM in the wake of 
the leaked Panama Papers. The leaks of Panama Papers from Panama law firm Mossack 
Fonseca, a law firm specialises in setting up offshore companies showed Gunnlaugsson owned 
an offshore firm with his wife.  

 Senior IPS officer Surender Kumar Bhagat appointed as DG of Railways Protection Force. He 
will serve the Railway Board till the date of his superannuation that is on 30 June 2017. 

 Indian academician Radha Kumar appointed to United Nations' University Council. Radha 
Kumar is the Director General of New Delhi-based think tank Delhi Policy Group. 

 Gopal Subramanium appointed as amicus curiae to implement Justice RM Lodha committee 
recommendations. He will also assist the court in establishing the legal validity of certain 
recommendations of the Lodha committee, if the same were to be implemented by the court on 
the BCCI. 

 Indian-American Geeta Pasi nominated as US envoy to Chad by Obama. At the time of 
nomination, Pasi was the Director of the Office of Career Development and Assignments in the 
Bureau of Human Resources at the Department of State. 
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 Geeta Johri appointed as first woman DGP of Gujarat. She was a member of the SC appointed 
SIT under former CBI Chief RK Raghavan, which had probed the ten most heinous cases of 
2002 riots. 

 Susmita Pande appointed as chairperson of National Monument Authority. She was appointed 
for the position that was lying vacant since five months after the term of Himanshu Prabha 
Ray, professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University, ended. 

 Meeran Borwankar appointed Director General of Bureau of Police Research & Development. 
The Appointments Committee of Cabinet appointed Borwankar, a 1981 batch IPS officer, as the 
organisation’s DG till 30 September 2017, the date of her superannuation. 

 Justice (retd) Permod Kohli took over as Chairman of Central Administrative Tribunal. Kohli 
succeeded Justice Syed Rafat Alam and will be in the office for a period of 5 years or till 
attaining the age of 68 years, whichever is earlier. 

 Former Finance Minister Clement Mouamba appointed as Prime Minister of Congo. Clement 
will be responsible for forming a government in consultation with the president in accordance 
with the 25 October 2015 constitution. 

 Hashim Thaci sworn-in as Kosovo's President. 47-year-old Thaci, who succeeded Atifete 
Jahjaga, was elected as President in Parliament on 26 February 2016. 

 Bhupendra Kainthola, an Indian Information Service (IIS) officer of 1989 batch, has been 
appointed as the new Director of Film and Television Institute of India (FTII). The Directorate 
of Personnel and Training (DoPT) issued an order to this. The post was being occupied by a 
part-timer, Prashant Pathrabe, a director with the Press Information Bureau for last nine 
months. 

 
 

Person Resigned/Retired 
 
Ukraine Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk to Resign 
 The Ukrainian Prime Minister, Arseniy Yatsenyuk announced his resignation two months after 

he survived a no-confidence vote in parliament. Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 15th Prime Minister of 
Ukraine is a lawyer and economist. 

 Yatsenyuk's government has been besieged by war, corruption and economic struggles. His 
cabinet survived a no-confidence vote in February, but two parties left the governing coalition 
in protest that the prime minister wasn't ousted, a move that deprived the coalition of a 
majority in parliament. 

 Yatsenyuk was an opposition leader in 2014 when massive protests helped drive pro-Russia 
President Viktor Yanukovych from power.  

 Yanukovych had been viewed as slowing Ukraine's economic march toward the West.  
 But his resignation sparked an outcry from Moscow, and within weeks Russia annexed Crimea. 
 
 Waqar Younis resigned as Head Coach of Pakistan Cricket team. Earlier on 3 April 2016, Shahid 

Afridi stepped down as captain of Pakistan's T20 team. The 36 year old all rounder, however, 
said that he will be available for the One day Internationals.  
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Sports 
 
Laureus World Sports Awards 2016 
 World No 1 tennis player Novak Djokovic from Serbia has won the 2016 Laureus Sportsman of the Year 

Award. He has won it for second time after winning it in 2012.  
 US tennis legend Serene Williams has won the 2016 Laureus Sportswoman of the Year Award. It was 

her fourth Laureus Awards after she won it in 2003, 2007 and 
2010.  

 The 2016 Laureus World Sports Awards ceremony for the first 
time was held in Berlin, Germany. The awards are dubbed as 
Oscar of the sports and are bestowed on sportspersons in 
different categories. 

2016 Laureus World Sports Awardees  
 Sportsman of the Year: Novak Djokovic (Tennis), Serbia.  
 Sportswoman of the Year: Serena Williams (Tennis), United States.  
 Team of the Year: New Zealand National Rugby team.  
 Comeback of the Year: Dan Carter (Rugby), New Zealand.  
 Breakthrough of the Year: Jordan Spieth (Golf), United States.  
 Sportsperson of the Year with a Disability: Daniel Dias (Paralympic swimmer), Brazil.  
 Action Sportsperson of the Year: Jan Frodeno (Triathelete), Germany.  
 Sport for Good Award: Moving the Goalposts  
 Laureus World Sports Lifetime Achievement Award: Niki Lauda (former Formula One racer), 

Austria.  
 Spirit of Sport Award: Johan Cruyff (Football), Netherlands.  
 
Garima wins gold at Commonwealth Judo Championship 
 Garima Chaudhary has won another gold medal at the 2016 

Commonwealth Judo Championship finals at Port Elizabeth in 
South Africa.  

 She has clinched the gold in 63kg junior category. 
 In the year 2012, the 26-year-old Meerut based judoka was the 

only representative from India to contest for Judo Olympic medals 
at the London Olympic Games in 2012. The judoka has also 
participated in the previous edition of the competition held at 
Glasgow in 2014 but made an exit in quarter final. 

 
Japan unveiled Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympics emblems 
 The new emblem of Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympic 

Games was unveiled, featuring an indigo-coloured check in 
the design. 

 The logo features a circular Japanese traditional checkered 
pattern. Below the design are the words “Tokyo 2020” and 
under them the five interlocking Olympic rings, reports 
Xinhua. 

 The logo was chosen from a shortlist of four announced on 
April 8 after more than 14,599 entries were publicly 
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accepted. Tokyo 2020 organisers had to scrap a logo by Japanese designer Kenjiro Sano over 
its close resemblance of a theatre in the Belgian city of Liege created by designer Olivier Debie. 

 
Deepika Kumari equals world record in recurve event at Archery World Cup 
 India's Deepika Kumari has equalled the world record 

in Women's Recurve event at the qualifying stage of 
Archery World Cup being held in Shanghai.  

 Padma Shri recipient Deepika recorded a score of 686 
out of 720 to finish 1st in qualifiers and equal the world 
record set by South Korea's Ki Boe Bae at the World 
University Games in Gwangju last year.  

 She has already qualified for the Rio Olympics with her 
performance at the Copenhagen World Championships 
last year. In the previous editions of the World Cup, 
Deepika had won silver medals 2011, 2012 and 2013 in the individual events. 

 
Rower Dattu Bhokanal qualifies for Rio Olympics 
 Indian rower Dattu Bhokanal has qualified for the Rio Olympics after winning a silver in the 

finals of men's single sculls at the 2016 FISA Asian and Oceania Olympic Qualification Regatta 
at Chung-ju in South Korea.  

 The 25-year-old armyman clocked 7 mins 7.49 seconds in the 2km course to finish second and 
qualify for the Rio Olympics. 

 He has also represented India in the last Asian Games in Korea and at the 16th Asian 
championships in China where he won a silver medal. 

 
Australia Won 2016 Sultan Azlan Shah Cup by Defeating India 
 Australia has won the 25th edition of Sultan Azlan Shah 

Cup by defeating India in the final held in Ipoh, Malaysia.  
 Australia notched up a thumping 4-0 victory over India. 

This was the 9th title for Australia at this tournament. 
The country has last won it in the year 2014. 

 Apart from Australia, India has last won this tournament 
in the year 2010. That was the fifth title of India in which 
India was jointly declared winners with South Korea.  

 The Australian team took off though Craig's field goals in 
the 25th and 35th minutes. Gohdes made it 3-0 in the 43rd minute and scored the fourth in the 
57th minute. The result meant Australia lifted the trophy with an all-win record. 

 The New Zealand team who was the winner of 2015 Sultan Azlan Shah Cup has acquired the 
third place in the 25th edition of the tournament. 

 
Indian Teams Clinch Asian Kho Kho Championship Title 
 India's men's and women's teams have won both the category’s championship titles at the 

third Asian Kho-Kho championship organised in Indore.  
 In both the finals, the hosts scored victory against Bangladesh teams. The women’s side won 

26-16 while the men won 26-17. 
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 The Lok Sabha speaker Sumitra Mahajan and Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar 
along with Asian Kho Kho Association secretary Qazi Rau-uddin Ahmed Choupal, Indian 
Olympic Association secretary Rajiv Mehta have felicitated winners at the event.  

 Sarika Kale won the women’s match-winner title, while counterpart Aniket Pote won the men’s 
prize.  

 Each player was awarded with Rs. 51,000. The three-day championship was organised at a 
newly-constructed state-of-the-art indoor kho-kho stadium in Indore. 

 
ICC T 20 Cricket World Cup 2016 Won By West Indies 
 The ICC Cricket World Men’s T-20 Cup 2016 has won by 

West Indies team by defeating England by 4 wickets.  
 The final of ICC T 20 Cricket World Cup 2016 was played 

at Eden Gardens in Kolkata. This was the 6th edition of 
the ICC World Twenty20. It was held in India from 8 
March to 3 April 2016 and was the first edition to be 
hosted by the country. 

 There were sixteen participating teams, ten qualifying 
automatically through their status as full members of the 
International Cricket Council (ICC), and another six qualifying through the 2015 World 
Twenty20 Qualifier. 

 In the final, England had scored 155 runs for 9 wickets. West Indies successfully chased the 
target by scoring 161 runs in 19.4 over at the loss of 4 wickets.  

 With this win, West Indies became the only team to win the ICC World Twenty20 title twice. 
Earlier it had won its first title in 2012 by defeating Sri Lanka. Awards Player of the match: 
Marlon Samuels (West Indies). Indian batsman Virat Kohli was named the player of the 
tournament, while Bangladesh's Tamim Iqbal and Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi led the 
tournament in runs and wickets, respectively. 

 

 Union Government merged Rajiv Gandhi Khel Abhiyaan with Khelo India. Two other sport 
projects, Urban Sports Infrastructure Scheme (USIS) and National Sports Talent Search Scheme 
(NSTSS), launched by the Congress-led UPA regime have also been absorbed under Khelo 
India. 

 Kane Williamson confirmed as New Zealand test cricket captain. He will succeed Brendon 
McCullum as captain in all three formats. McCullum retired from test cricket in February 2016. 

 South Korean Olympians to wear mosquito repellent uniform at Rio Olympics. South Korea 
that aims to finish in top 10 on the medal table in Rio Olympics announced that its Olympians 
will wear mosquito repellent uniform in the games to avoid Zika virus. 

 WADA released 2014 Anti-Doping Rule Violations Report; India ranked third. With 96 cases of 
doping violations in 2014, India ranked third worldwide in the report. The two countries 
above India in the list are Russia with 148 cases and Italy with 123 cases. 

 Jayasurya recalled as Sri Lanka's cricket chief selector. Jayasuriya is back as the chief selector 
for the team, after a year when he stepped down from the role. Earlier, he served as the chief 
selector from January 2013 to March 2015. 
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 ICC suspended Cricket Association of Nepal. The suspension would stay in place until such 
time as the CAN becomes free of government interference and is properly structured to begin 
exploiting the tremendous cricket talent and opportunities that exist in Nepal. 

 Nandu Natekar became first non-cricketer to become a member of CCI's Legend Club.The 
Cricket Club of India (CCI) is a private club incorporated on 8 November, 1933, with an 
objective to promote cricket and other sports in the country. 

 Riyad Mahrez became first African footballer to win PFA Player of the Year. Tottenham 
Hotspur midfielder Dele Alli was named Young Player of the Year. 

 Union Government to provide 1 lakh Rupees per month to Rio-bound athletes. Till date, 77 
Indian athletes in eight disciplines have qualified for the Olympics and many more are likely to 
qualify in the next two months. 

 Mohun Bagan and Jeje Lalpekhlua named FPAI Player of the Year. Nigerian striker Ranti 
Martins, who played for East Bengal in the I-League, was named the Foreign Player of the Year. 

 India to host 2018 Commonwealth Judo Championships. This will be the first time that 
Commonwealth Judo Championships will be held in India. The Championships will be held in 
Jaipur. However, the dates are yet to be finalized. 

 Wrestler Sandeep Tomar qualified for Rio Olympics in 57-kg freestyle category. Sandeep 
became the fourth Indian wrestler after Sandeep Tomar, Yogeshwar Dutt, Narsingh Yada, 
Hardeep Singh to book a berth for the Rio Games. 

 Mairaj Ahmed Khan won first silver medal for India at shooting World Cup. This will be the 
first skeet medal for India at a World Cup. 

 Garcia-Mladenovic defeated Sania-Hingis to win Stuttgart Grand Prix tournament in Germany. 
The women’s singles title was won by Angelique Kerber of Germany who in the final clash 
defeated her countrywoman Laura Siegemund 6-4, 6-0. 

 WADA suspended accreditation of National Anti-Doping Laboratory of Beijing. WADA 
suspended the accreditation of the laboratory as it does not meet International Standard for 
Laboratories requirements. 

 Hong Kong’s Irfan Ahmed suspended for two and a half years for breaching ICC Anti-
Corruption Code. Ahmed’s period of ineligibility will take effect from the date of his provisional 
suspension, 4 November 2015, and will therefore expire on 4 May 2018. 

 ICC and Emirates Airline renewed deal for additional seven years. The ICC and the Emirates 
relationship date back to 2002, when the award-winning airline came on board as a sponsor of 
the ICC. 

 English Snooker legend Steve Davis retired. His last match came on 10 April 2016 where he 
lost against Fergal O'Brien and failed to qualify for 2016 World Championship. 

 India's Durga Thakur promoted as International Umpire by International Hockey Federation. 
The decision was taken after watching her performance at the Hawkes Bay Cup that was held 
in April 2016 in Hastings, New Zealand. 
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 FIH announced new structure of International hockey events from 2019. FIH also decided that 
Champions Trophy -- held once in two years since 1978 -- will be scrapped and the 2018 
edition in Amsterdam will be the last tournament. 

 Inzamam-ul-Haq appointed Pakistan chief selector. Inzamam, a veteran of 120 tests and 398 
one-day internationals, replaced Haroon Rasheed as chief selector. 

 Dipa Karmakar became first Indian woman gymnast to qualify for Olympics. She earned a total 
score of 52.698 points in the Olympics qualifying event to book a berth for artistic gymnastics 
in Rio Games to be held in August 2016. 

 Sri Lanka’s veteran spinner Rangana Herath announced retirement from T20, ODI. Herath had 
a career best in Tests of 9 for 127 against Pakistan in 2014, 4 for 20 in ODIs against India in 
2013 and 5 for 3 inT20s against New Zealand at the WT20 in 2014. 

 WADA revoked accreditation of Moscow Antidoping Center. The laboratory was suspended on 
10 November 2015 as recommended in the WADA independent commission report that laid 
bare evidence of state-sponsored doping and corruption in sport in Russia. 

 Kane Williamson named Wisden Almanack's Cricketer of the Year. For the first time two New 
Zealand players - Williamson and Brendon McCullum - were named among the Wisden 
Almanack's Five Cricketers of the Year. 

 Lee Chong Wei defeated Chen Long to win Malaysian Open 2016. The title is Chong Wei's 11th 
Malaysia Open crown after having won in 2004, 2005, 2006 and consecutively from 2008-
2014. 

 Kento Momota and Ratchanok Intanon won 2016 Yonex Sunrise India Open badminton titles. 
In the final match held at the Siri Fort Sports Complex in New Delhi, Momota defended the 
men’s singles title by defeating Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen 21-15 21-18. 

 West Indies won Women's title of ICC World T20 2016. Batting first Australia was bowled out 
at a score of 148 for 5 wickets and in reply West Indies scored 149 at the loss of 2 wickets in 
19.3 over. 

 Shiva Thapa won Silver at Asian/Oceania Qualifying event in China. With this win, the 22-year-
old Thapa became the first Indian boxer to book a seat in the Rio Olympics. 
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Honours/ Awards 
 
Priyadarshini Chatterjee Crowned FBB Miss India World 2016 
 Priyadarshini Chatterjee, a Delhi girl was announced as 

the winner of FBB Femina Miss India World 2016 at the 
53rd edition of the Femina Miss India beauty pageant 
held in Mumbai.  

 She was crowned by Aditi Arya, who was the Femina 
Miss India for the year 2015.  

 Now Ms. Chatterjee will represent India at the Miss 
World 2016 pageant.  

 Apart from Ms. Chatterjee, a Bangalore girl Sushruthi Krishna emerged as the Femina Miss 
India Supranational 2016 and a Lucknow girl Pankhuri Gidwani was crowned as the Femina 
Miss India Grand International 2016.  

 Ms. Krishna will participate at Miss International 2016 and Gidwani will take part at the Miss 
Grand International beauty pageants.  

 
PM Narendra Modi Conferred Saudi Arabia’s Highest Civilian Honour 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred Saudi 

Arabia’s highest civilian honour- the king Abdulaziz 
Sash.  

 The Prime Minister was conferred the prestigious award 
by King Salman bin Abdulaziz at the Royal Court. The 
award is named after Abdulaziz Al Saud, the founder of 
the modern Saudi state. 

 The award is bestowed upon citizens of Saudi Arabia and 
foreigners for meritorious service to the Saudi Kingdom. 
King himself makes awards to foreigners.  

 Mr. Modi has been conferred with the honour where he held extensive talks on a range of 
bilateral, regional and international issues.  

 World leaders who have received the honour include Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
British Prime Minister David Cameron, US President Barack Obama, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and Indonesian President Joko Widodo. 

 
Padma Sachdev selected for Saraswati Samman 2015 
 Author and poet Padma Sachdev on 12 April 2016 was selected for 

the prestigious Saraswati Samman for 2015 for her autobiography 
titled Chitt-Chete, written in Dogri language. 

 The book, published in 2007, links the personal trials and tribulations 
of the author with issues concerning society, nation and the world at 
large. 

 She Born in Jammu, Padma Sachdev is first modern woman poet of 
Dogri language and has published her several poetry collection 
including Meri Kavita Mere Geet that has won the Sahitya Akademi 
Award in 1971. 
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 She has also received the Padma Shri, the Indian fourth highest civilian award in 2001, and the 
Kabir Samman for poetry for the year 2007-2008, given by Government of Madhya Pradesh. 
v. The Saraswati Samman for 2014 was given to Veerappa Moily for his work Ramayana 
Mahanveshanam. 

 
Swat activist Tabassum Adnan wins 2016 Nelson Mandela Award 
 A women's rights activist from Swat valley of Pakistan, 

Tabassum Adnan, has won the Nelson Mandela Graça Machel 
Innovation Award 2016 in Bogota, Colombia.  

 She won the award for the individual activist category on the 
concluding day of the International Civil Society Week held 
from April 25-28. 

 A victim of child marriage, Tabassum Adnan was married at 
the age of 13. The marriage which was marked by frequent domestic abuse, ended after 20 
years when she gathered the courage to divorce her abusive husband. 

 
Sudarsan Pattnaik bags gold medal at Sculpture Championship in Moscow 
 Renowned artist Sudarsan Pattnaik has won the gold medal at ninth Moscow Sand Sculpture 

Championship in Russia.  
 Mr. Pattnaik won the competition for his 15 feet high art work Mahatma Gandhi's sculpture for 

non-violence and peace. 
 The 20 top sculptors from different countries competed at the championship. Padma Shri Mr. 

Pattnaik has participated in more than 50 international sand sculpture championships across 
the world and won many awards for the country. 

 
Mahatma Gandhi’s Granddaughter Tara Gandhi Gets Top French Honour 
 Mahatma Gandhi’s granddaughter Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee was 

conferred with the Order of Arts and Letters, one of France’s top 
honours. 

 According to French Ambassy, this honour comes in recognition of 
Bhattacharjee’s remarkable work for promoting peace, solidarity, 
culture, education, and development. 

 On behalf of the French President Bhattacharjee, 82, was conferred 
the Officier de lOrdre des Arts et Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) 
honour here late last evening by French Ambassador Francois Richier. Some noted Indian 
recipients of this honour in the past include Bharti Kher, Shahrukh Khan, Pt Hariprasad 
Chaurasia, Aishwarya Rai and Upamanyu Chatterjee.  

 
Harriet Tubman to Be First African-American on US Currency 
 Anti-slavery crusader Harriet Tubman will become the first African-

American on the face of US paper currency. 
 She also became the first woman in more than a century, when she 

replaces former President Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill. 
 The US Treasury Department said that Tubman, who was born into 

slavery in the early 1820s and went on to help hundreds of slaves 
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escape, would take the centre spot on the bill, while Jackson, a slave owner, would move to the 
back. 

 
Aishwarya Rai Won Global Indian of The Year Award 
 Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan has won the ‘Global Indian of 

the Year’ award.  
 She was honoured at NRI of the Year award function held in 

Mumbai. The 42 year old actress has dedicated the award to her 
daughter Aaradhya. 

 The NRI of the Year Award recognizes outstanding 
achievements of the Indian diaspora globally.  

 The awards are conferred to salute the spirit of the nimble-
footed globetrotting Indians who have resided in any of the four 
regions of America, Asia Pacific, Middle East and UK. 

 Apart from her tennis player Sania Mirza has also honoured at the NRI of the year award 2016. 
Altogether 17 individuals were given the awards under different categories like — 
entrepreneur, professional, academics, arts & culture, philanthropy, special jury award, global 
icon of the year and India’s global icon award.  

 
Varanasi Kathak Dancer Breaks World Record 
 A Kathak dancer from Varanasi has broken the world record of longest dance performance by 

continuously dancing for 123 hours and 30 minutes. It was previously held by Kerala’s 
Hemlatha. 

 Soni Chaurasiya, 31, daughter of a pan vendor, broke the record on Saturday April 9 at 9.21 pm 
at Mount Litera Zee School, Varanasi.  

 With her performance, she broke the previous record of Hemlata Kundalu of Trichur, Kerala, 
who performed Mohiniattam (a classical dance) continuously for 123 hours and 20 mins. 

 Soni began her performance on April 4 at 6 pm on a school campus in Varanasi. While no 
official from the Guinness World Records attended the performance, two cameras had been 
installed to record Soni’s each move.  

 Her trainer Rajesh Dogra allowed Soni to take hourly breaks lasting five minutes. The dancer, 
however, decided to take a 20-minute break every four hours. 

 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize 2016 Received By Khadija Ismayilova 
 An investigative journalist from Azerbaijan, Khadija 

Ismayilova has been chosen to receive the 2016 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize.  

 The Prize will be awarded during the celebration of World 
Press Freedom Day 3 May 2016 hosted by Finland. 

 An independent international jury of media professionals 
recommended Ms Ismayilova in recognition of her 
outstanding contribution to press freedom in difficult 
circumstances.  

 Ms Ismayilova, a freelance journalist and contributor to the Azerbaijani service of Radio Free 
Europe, was detained in December 2014.  
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 Than in September 2015, she was sentenced to seven and a half years’ imprisonment on 
charges relating to abuse of power and tax evasion.  

 

 IIT scholar, K Ashok Kumar, won International Plant Nutrition Scholar Award. Ashok is 
pursuing his PhD on 'Comparative Assessment of Direct and Residual Effects of Organic and 
Inorganic Nutrient Management on Rice-Chickpea Production System in Lateritic Soil.' 

 Radhika Apte won best actress award for 'Madly' at Tribeca Film Fest 2016. Radhika starred in 
Clean Shaven, which is a segment of Madly. 

 Pulitzer Prize 2016 winners announced. The Associated Press won the Public Service Award 
for its investigation into the use of slave labour across the seafood industry in Southeast Asia. 

 Chinese professor Ge Fuping honoured with George Grierson prize for promoting Hindi. 
Besides him, Alka Dunputh (from Mauritius) and Shichiro Soma (from Japan) were also given 
the George Grierson award by the President. 

 Viswanathan Anand conferred with Hridaynath Mangeskar Award 2016. He was chosen for the 
award for his contributions to the game of Chess in India by becoming five-time world chess 
champion. 

 Ex-Army Chief General JJ Singh conferred highest French civilian honour. It is the highest 
civilian award given by the French Republic for outstanding service to France, regardless of the 
nationality of the recipients. Singh was conferred the honour by French Ambassador to India 
Francois Richier. 

 Mother Teresa conferred with Founders Award posthumously in UK. Teresa, who will be made 
a saint on 4 September 2016, founded the Missionaries of Charity and spent 45 years serving 
needy people. She passed away at the age of 87 in Kolkata in 1997. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee presented National Geoscience Awards 2014. Prof. Ashok Kumar 
Singhvi was conferred with the highest honour National Geoscience Award for Excellence for 
his outstanding contributions in the field of sedimentary technologies. 

 PM Modi conferred highest civilian award of Saudi Arabia. The prestigious award was awarded 
by King Salman bin Abdulaziz at the Royal Court in Riyadh where the two nation's heads held 
extensive talks on a range of bilateral, regional and international issues. 

 Jailed Egyptian Novelist Ahmed Naji to receive PEN/Barbey Freedom to Write Award. PEN 
America’s 16 May 2016 Literary Gala will also salute Harry Potter creator J.K. Rowling with the 
2016 PEN/Allen Foundation Literary Service Award for engendering a love of literature among 
children worldwide. 
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Obituaries 
 
JKLF founder Amanullah Khan Dead at 82 
 Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) founder 

Amanullah Khan passed away at a Rawalpindi hospital. 
He was 82. 

 Khan, the father-in-law of Kashmir’s regional party 
People’s Conference president Sajad Gani Lone was 
suffering from a chronic lung disease. 

 The deceased leader, who was born in the Astore area of 
Gilgit on August 24, 1934, was also the co-founder of the 
Kashmir Independent Committee in 1963. He was elected secretary general of the JK Plebiscite 
Front (PF) in 1965 and co-founded the JK National Liberation Front (NLF) with Maqbool Bhat. 

 
Renowned Music Legend Prince Has Passed Away 
 The American music superstar Prince Rogers Nelson has passed 

away. He was 57 year old.  
 The pop star was found dead at his home in suburban Minneapolis. He 

was born on 7 June 1958, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. His father was a 
pianist and songwriter and his mother was a jazz singer. 

 He won seven Grammy Awards, a Golden Globe and earned 30 
nominations. He also won an Oscar for the song score "Purple Rain". 

 
William Bill Campbell, Silicon Valley Coach And Mentor Has Passed Away 
 The Silicon Valley coach and mentor William Bill Campbell 

has passed away. He was 75 year old and was suffering 
from cancer.  

 He was a legendary mentor to some of Silicon Valley’s most 
important entrepreneurs and executives including Steve 
Jobs and Larry Page. 

 Mr. William, who had served as President, Chief Executive 
and Chairman of Financial software maker Intuit better 
known for his advising and tech leader quality. That 
activity earned him the nickname, “The Coach.”  

 The list of executives who worked with Campbell includes former EBay CEO John Donahoe, ex-
Twitter CEO Dick Costolo, Google parent Alphabet Executive Chairman Eric Schmidt and many 
of the tech world's leading venture capitalists. 

 Mr. William initially joined the Columbia University in 1974 as a football head coach. Than 
after that he had joined The Apple company in 1983 as a marketing executive and was 
appointed to the Apple board in 1997. Than later he joined Intuit and served it until January 
2016 as its chairman. 

 
Woman Biker Veenu Paliwal Died In A Road Accident 
 Former Indian woman biker Veenu Paliwal has died in a road accident in Vidisha district, 

Madhya Pradesh. She was 44 year old.  

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- April, 2016 
 

42 |    

www.clatpossible.com 
A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 
circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 
laws of India. 

 The accident took place when she was on a national wide tour on her 
Harley Davidson. She was on the way to Jaipur from Lucknow. 

 At the time of accident she was undertaking the trip from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari with her fellow biker and companion Dipesh Tanwar.  

 The two started their journey from Lucknow early in the morning for 
Bhopal on separate Harley Davidson bikes. 

 She was known for her skills with the motorcycle and for driven the 
Harley Davidson bikes at 180 kmph. She was planning to make a 
documentary on her nationwide bike journey. Veenu Paliwal had 
recently been named as the Lady of the Harley 2016. 

 
Renowned Iraqi-British Architect Zaha Hadid passes away 
 Renowned Iraqi-born British architect Zaha Hadid passed 

away due to heart attack. She was 65.  
 She was world’s most famous female architect and was 

known for her neofuturistic design which was her signature 
architectural style.  

 She was the first female winner of the top Pritzker 
Architecture Prize (2004), also known as the Nobel for 
architecture.  

 Zaha Hadid Born on 31st October 1950 in Baghdad, Iraq. 
Hadid first had studied mathematics at the American 
University in Lebanon and later pursued architecture at the Architectural Association in 
London in 1972. She had designed the London Aquatics Centre, which was used during the 
2012 London Olympics.  

 She has won many awards like- Pritzker Prize (2004), Royal Gold Medal in architecture (2016) 
by the Royal Institute of British Architects. Twice won the RIBA Stirling Prize, Britain’s most 
prestigious architecture award in 2010 and 2011. Queen Elizabeth II had honoured her with a 
damehood (knighthood) in 2012. 

 

 Chinese human rights activist Harry Wu died. Wu, the son of a wealthy Roman Catholic family 
from Shanghai, was arrested in 1960 when he was only 23 years old. He was given a life 
sentence in a forced labour prison camp after he criticised the Soviet Union, then an ally of 
China. 

 Kerala cartoonist V T Thomas passed away. Toms created the legendary cartoon characters 
Boban and Molly (Bobanum Moliyum). 

 Thailand former Prime Minister Banharn Silpa-archa died. His tenure as 21st Prime Minister of 
Thailand was lasted from 13 July 1995 to 24 November 1996 for about 16 months with Thai 
Nation Party. 

 Comedian Victoria Wood passed away. Wood also composed and performed the theme music 
for her BBC sitcom Dinnerladies. She was noted for her skills in observing culture, and in 
satirising social classes. 
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 Five times Emmy winning actress Doris Roberts died. She was renowned for playing meddling 
mother Marie Barone in US sitcom Everybody Loves Raymond. 

 Hero Group co-founder Satyanand Munjal passed away. He was popularly known as Mahatma 
Satyanand Munjal for being devoted to several social causes related to the Arya Samaj. 

 Malian photographer Malick Sidibe died. Malick Sidibe's photos of Mali's post-colonial period 
helped people see the West African nation in a new light. 

 C Silvera, former Member of Parliament, died. He was the first and so far the only Mizo to be in 
the Union Council Of Ministers and the longest serving member of Parliament from the 
Mizoram (Lok Sabha constituency). 

 Hollywood actress and screenwriter Barbara Turner died. She was a screenwriter of Petulia, 
Georgia, Pollock and may other features for film and television. 

 Myneni Hari Prasad Rao, Architect of Madras Atomic Power Station, died. Born on 21 July 1927 
in Edlalanka village near Avanigadda, Rao had worked as the Executive Director of the Nuclear 
Power Board (now known as NPCIL) of DAE, Mumbai, for three years. 

 Oscar winning actress Patty Duke died. Duke won a best supporting actress Academy Award 
and a Golden Globe in 1963 for The Miracle Worker. 

 British comedian Ronnie Corbett passed away. Corbett achieved prominence in David Frost's 
1960s satirical comedy programme The Frost Report and subsequently starred in sitcoms such 
as No – That's Me Over Here!, Now Look Here and Sorry! 
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Important Days 
 

 April 6: International Day of Sport for Development and Peace 

 April 7: World Health Day [WHO] 

 April 18:         World heritage Day 

 April 22: International Mother Earth Day 

 April 23: World Book and Copyright Day 

 April 26: World Intellectual Property Day [WIPO] 

 April 29:         International Dance Day 

 
 

Foreign Visits / Foreign Visitors 
 

 Visit of President Shri Pranab Mukherjee to New Zealand in between April 30-02 May 2016.  

 Visit of President Shri Pranab Mukherjee to Papua New Guinea in between April 28-29, 2016. 

 Visit of President of Maldives Mr. Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom to India in between April 10-
11, 2016.  

 
 
 
Source of Information  
 http://pib.nic.in 
 http://india.gov.in 
 http://www.ibef.org 
 http://thehindu.com 
 http://jagranjosh.com 
 http://gktoday.in 
 https://time.com 
 https://tokyo2020.jp 
 http://www.un.org 
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