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National 
 
International Solar Alliance headquartered in India with United Nations as Strategic 
Partner 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with the President of 

France François Hollande, on 25 January 2016 laid the 
foundation stone of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
headquarters in National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) in 
Gwalpahari, Gurgaon. They also inaugurated the interim 
Secretariat of the ISA at the same place. 

 India dedicated 5 acre land at NISE to ISA for hosting its 
Secretariat and also contributed 175 crore rupees for ISA corpus fund for an initial period of 
five years. Thereafter it is expected to generate its own resources and become self-financing. 

 It was jointly launched in Paris by India and France on 30 November 2015 during the United 
Nations climate change conference (COP21). It is the India’s first international and inter-
governmental organization of 121 Countries to have headquarters in India with United Nations 
as Strategic Partner. 

 It creates a collaborative platform for increased deployment of solar energy technologies to 
enhance energy security and sustainable development. It improves access to energy and 
opportunities for better livelihoods in rural and remote areas and to increase the standard of 
living. 

 It will work with partner countries to formulate projects and programmes to accelerate 
development and deployment of existing clean solar energy technologies, the potential for 
which largely remaining untapped. It develops innovative financial mechanisms to reduce cost 
of capital and builds a common knowledge e-Portal. 

 It will encourage multilateral bodies like IRENA, REEEP, IEA, REN21, UN bodies, bilateral 
organizations, corporates, industry, and other stakeholders to contribute towards the goal of 
increasing utilization of solar energy in the member countries. 

 
Jodhpur's Umaid Bhawan Palace named the world's best hotel of 2016 
 Umaid Bhawan Palace in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, on 21 January 2016 won the award of the world's 

best hotel at the Travellers' Choice award organised by TripAdvisor. The winners of Travellers' 
Choice Award, which entered its 14th year, were determined 
on the basis of the reviews and opinions collected in a single 
year from TripAdvisor travellers worldwide. 

 Named after Maharaja Umaid Singh, grandfather of the present 
owner Gaj Singh of the palace, Umaid Bhawan Palace has 347 
rooms. The palace serves as the principal residence of the 
erstwhile Jodhpur royal family. Umaid Bhawan Palace was 
called Chittar Palace during its construction due to use of stones drawn from the Chittar hill 
where it is located. 

 Henry Vaughan Lanchester was commissioned as the architect to prepare the plans for the 
palace. Ground for the foundations of the building was broken on 18 November 1929 by 
Maharaja Umaid Singh and the construction work was completed in 1943. The Palace was built 
to provide employment to thousands of people during the time of famine. 
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 The palace was designed as an extraordinary blend of western technology, and many Indian 
architectural features. The estimated cost of building the palace was 11 million rupees. When it 
opened its gilded doors in 1943, it was considered as one of the largest royal residences in the 
world. 

 
Uttar Pradesh joins UDAY scheme 
 Uttar Pradesh became the fourth state to join the Centre’s 

scheme to revive state electricity distribution utilities. The 
state government signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Centre and the Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation 
Ltd, the holding company of the various electricity 
distribution utilities in the state. 

 Under the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY), the state government will take over Rs. 
39,900-crore of debt of the electricity distribution utilities. The balance Rs. 13,300-crore of 
debt will be issued as state guaranteed DISCOM bonds at coupon rates that are 3 per cent 
lower than the current interest cost. This would help save the distribution utilities Rs. 1,600 
crore annually. 

 Efficiency measures including reduction of AT&C losses will help bring additional revenue of 
Rs. 17,700 crore to the distribution utilities. 

 The four states – Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh – which have signed 
MoUs for joining UDAY, account for about 35 per cent of the outstanding loans of state 
electricity distribution utilities in the country. 

 Uttar Pradesh expects to start issuing the bonds by the second week of February. “There is 
very good investor appetite for the bonds. We have had discussions with insurance companies, 
provident fund organisations and liquidity does not appear to be a problem,” Goyal added. 

 
Union Government announced 1st batch of 20 smart cities from 11 States and Delhi 
 Union Ministry of Urban Development on 28 January 2016 

announced the 1st batch of 20 smart cities from 11 States and 
Union Territory of Delhi under the Smart Cities Mission. The 
20 cities were selected through the Smart City Challenge 
competition that saw the participation of 1.52 crore citizens 
from 97 cities and towns. 

 23 States and Union Territories who could not make to the list 
of winners will be given an opportunity to participate in a fast track competition. Among the 
20 cities and towns, 3 cities are from Madhya Pradesh, two each from Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Rajasthan and one each from the remaining 
five made it to the winning list. 

 The 20 winning cities and towns have proposed a total investment of 50802 crore rupees over 
five years with all the cities proposing Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) as a major vehicle of 
resource mobilization. A total area of 26735 acres has been identified by these cities for 
making them smart through necessary interventions. 

 These 20 cities account for a total population of 3.54 crore and 5 have  population below 5 
lakhs each, 4 in the range of 5-10 lakhs, 6 in between 10-25 lakhs, 4 between 25 and 50 lakhs 
and only Ahmedabad has above 50 lakhs. 
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150th birth anniversary of Lala Lajpat Rai 
150th birth anniversary of great freedom fighter Lala Lajpat Rai, also known as Punjab 
Kesri is being celebrated 28th January 2016.  
 To celebrate this occasion a state level function has been organised in Punjab and 

special event will be held at village Dhudi Ke, the birth place of Lala Lajpat Rai in 
Moga district.  

 State government also has organised various seminars and symposia at many 
places in Punjab to remember Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 
Union Cabinet approves raising of 17 Indian Reserve Battalions 
 The Union Cabinet has approved proposal of raising of 17 Indian Reserve Battalions (IRBs) in 

Jammu & Kashmir and 4 Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected states.  
 Decision in this regard was taken by Union Cabinet Meeting chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi in New Delhi.  
Key facts  
 17 IRBs includes 5 battalions in J&K, 4 in Chhattisgarh, 3 each in Jharkhand and Odisha and 2 

in Maharashtra.  
 The major thrust in raising these IRBs will be by recruiting local youths. State Government can 

relax age and educational criteria if required.  
 In case of 5 IRBs of J&K, 60% of the vacancies for the posts of constables and class IV will be 

filled from the state’s border districts.  
 In case of LWE states, 75% of the vacancies of constables will be filled up from 27 core districts 

under Security Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme.  
 
President Rule imposed in Arunachal Pradesh 
 President Pranab Mukherjee on 26 January 2016 approved the 

Union Cabinet’s recommendation for the imposition of 
President’s rule on Arunachal Pradesh.  

 He gave the assent after hosting the traditional ‘At Home’ or 
reception at Rastrapati Bhavan for French President Francois 
Hollande as part of the Republic Day celebrations. 

 The Union Cabinet approved the imposition of President Rule 
on the state after expiration of six month deadline under which the Assembly was supposed to 
meet. The six month deadline for the meet expired on 21 January 2016. 

 Other reasons for the decision on imposition of the President Rule included multiple reports 
by the Governor Jyoti Prasad Rajkhowa that there was no law and order in the state and even 
the Raj Bhawan was not safe as it was seized by Congress MLAs. 

 Besides, the Ministry of Home Affairs also appointed two retired civil servants, GS Patnaik and 
YS Dadwal as advisers to the Governor. 

 
India submits first Biennial Update Report to UNFCCC 
 India has submitted its first Biennial Update Report (BUR) to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) towards fulfillment of the reporting obligation.  
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 The BUR has been submitted as per the provisions of the UNFCCC Convention which is 
obligatory on countries to periodically provide national information.  

Key highlights of BUR  
 BUR has been prepared by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(UNFCC) under its NATCOM project funded by Global Environment Facility (GEF).  
 Contains national inventory of Green House Gases (GHG) for 2010 and has been prepared in 

accordance with the guidelines of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  
 6 GHGs in Inventory: Carbon dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4), Perfluorocarbons (PFCs), Nitrous 

Oxide (N2O), Sulfur Hexafluoride (SF6) and Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).  
 Five categories: It covers agriculture, waste and Land-use, Land-use, Change and Forestry 

(LULUCF), energy, industrial processes and product use (IPPU). 
 India’s emissions: India has emitted around 2,137 million tonnes (mt) of CO2 equivalent GHGs 

in 2010.  
 
India to be fastest growing economy in 216: UN Report 
 As per recently released United Nations (UN) World Economic Situation and Prospects 2016 

Report, India will be the fastest growing big economy in the world in 2016.  
 The report has projected India’s growth rate by 7.3 % in the year 2016 and 7.5 % in 2017 

slightly up from an earlier estimated 7.2 % rate in 2015.  
Report Highlights  
 The highest growth rate in India has been attributed to improvement in the macroeconomic 

environment with the help of sharp decline in the prices of oil, food and metals. Even the 
investor and consumer confidence has risen even after Indian government facing difficulties in 
implementing its wide-ranging economic reform agenda.  

 However, some of the economic indicators such as industrial production will remain volatile. 
In 2016 and 2017, South Asia region is expected to be the world’s fastest-growing region 
despite challenging global conditions.  

 In the South Asia region, India’s economy will account for over 70% of regions GDP.  
 
Big B & Priyanka Chopra replaces Aamir Khan as 'Incredible India' brand ambassadors 
 The selection of the two actors follows the Centre's decision to discontinue the contract of 

actor Aamir Khan, who had angered the BJP-led government with his remarks on perceived 
intolerance in the country. Khan had promoted Indian tourism 
for a decade as the brand ambassador. 

 A number of multi-disciplinary icons, including famous sports 
personalities, were shortlisted by the tourism ministry to be the 
face of the 'Incredible India' campaign. 

 Other suggestions being considered include choosing a female 
personality as the mascot for the 'Atithi Devo Bhava' series which 
is part of the 'Incredible India' campaign to attract foreign 
tourists. 

 Khan had late last year stirred a controversy after he expressed "alarm and despondency" over 
rising instances of intolerance in the country in the past few months and said that his wife 
(Kiran Rao) even asked if they should move out of India as she feared for the safety of their 
children. 
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 Defending Khan's exit from the campaign, senior bureaucrat Amitabh Kant had said the actor, 
by terming India an 'intolerant country', worked against his role as that of a brand 
ambassador. 

 
SEBI released report of Narayan Murthy-panel on Alternative Investment Policy 
 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on 20 

January 2016 released the first report of the Alternative 
Investment Policy Advisory Committee (AIPAC) for comments 
from the stakeholders. 

 The 21-member committee was constituted by the SEBI in 
March 2015, under the chairmanship of N R Narayan Murthy, 
to suggest measures for development of the alternative 
investment funds (AIFs) and startup eco-system in the 
country. 

 For creating a favourable tax environment the panel recommended that exempted income of 
AIFs should not suffer tax withholding of 10 percent. 

 Overseas investors in India-centric fund vehicles should not be subject to the indirect transfer 
provisions of the IT Act when they transfer their investments in an India-centric vehicle to 
another investor. 

 Provisions relating to investor diversification, control or management of portfolio companies, 
tax residence, arm’s length remuneration of fund  managers  and  annual reporting 
requirements under the  Section 9A of the Income Tax Act, 1961 should be amended. 

 Make foreign direct investment in AIFs work efficiently by clarifying the rules for investment 
by non-resident Indian investors in AIFs on a non-repatriation basis. 

 
PSLV-C31 successfully launched IRNSS-1E satellite 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on 20 January 2016 successfully launched the 

Indian Regional Navigational Satellite System (IRNSS) 1-E satellite. The satellite will provide 
navigation, tracking and mapping services to the Indian sub continent. 

 The satellite is the fifth of the IRNSS constellation. It was launched from the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre (SHAR), Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh on-board the PSLV-C31. The Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)-C31 was the 32nd consecutively successful mission of the 
PSLV. The 'XL' configuration of PSLV was used for this mission. 

 This is the eleventh time ‘XL’ configuration was flown, earlier ten 
being PSLV-C11/Chandrayaan-1, PSLV-C17/GSAT-12, PSLV-
C19/RISAT-1, PSLV-C22/IRNSS-1A, PSLV-C25/Mars Orbiter 
Spacecraft, PSLV-C24/IRNSS-1B, PSLV-C26/IRNSS-1C, PSLV-
C27/IRNSS-1D, PSLV-C28/DMC-3 and PSLV-C30/ASTROSAT 
 missions. 

 IRNSS-1E, weighing 1425 kg, is the fifth of the seven satellites 
constituting the IRNSS. IRNSS-1A, 1B and 1C and 1D, the first four satellites of the 
constellation, were successfully launched by PSLV in July 2013, April 2014, October 2014 and 
March 2015 respectively. 
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 The navigation payload of IRNSS-1E will transmit navigation service signals to the users. This 
payload will be operating in L5-band and S-band. A highly accurate Rubidium atomic clock is 
part of the navigation payload of the satellite. 

 It is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to provide position 
information in the Indian region and 1500 km around the Indian mainland. It would provide 
two types of services, namely, Standard Positioning Services (SPS), which will be provided to 
all users, and Restricted Services (RS) that will be provided to authorised users only. 

 
India slips to 89th rank in global talent competitiveness: Report 
 Reflecting an acute shortage of skilled labour force and difficult business conditions, India has 

slipped 11 places to rank 89th on a global index of talent 
competitiveness, a list which has been topped by Switzerland. 

 Switzerland is followed by Singapore, Luxembourg, the US 
and Denmark in the top five positions on the annual Global 
Talent Competitiveness Index (GTC) released by INSEAD 
business school in partnership with Adecco Group and the Human Capital Leadership Institute 
of Singapore. 

 ndia’s ranking is worst among the five BRICS countries, with China leading the pack with a 
global rank of 48. Last year, India was ranked 78th on the index that measures a nation’s 
competitiveness based on the quality of talent it can produce, attract and retain. It is released 
every year on the first day of the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting here. 

 The improvement of India would have the greatest impact in terms of the pool of talent not 
only in the region but also globally 

 
Draft report of R V Easwar Committee to simplify Income-tax Act, 1961 released 
 Union Ministry of Finance on 18 January 2016 released the 

draft report of Justice R V Easwar (Retd) Committee to simplify 
the provisions of Income-tax Act, 1961. 

 The draft recommendations of the 10-member committee 
contain 27 suggestions for amendments under the Income-tax 
Act, 1961 and 8 recommendations for reform through 
administrative instructions. 

 Amendment to Section 255(3) to enhance the monetary limit for Single Member Bench (SMC) 
cases before the Tribunal to rupees one crore from the present rupees 15 lakhs. Amendment to 
Section 254(2) to reduce the time-limit for rectification of orders of the Tribunal from the 
present four years to 120 days. Deletion of section 143(1D) – Avoiding undesirable delay in 
issue of refunds 

 Tax deduction at source (TDS) rates for individuals and Hindu undivided families (HUFs) to be 
reduced to 5 percent as against the present 10 percent. Proposal for certain amendments in 
rule 30 and 31 in relation to time and mode of payment of TDS and filing of statement of TDS 
under the provisions of section 200 

 The RV Easwar Committee was constituted on 27 October 2015 to study and identify the 
provisions/phrases in the Income-tax Act, 1961. The committee was also mandated to suggest 
measures to improve the ease of doing business, reduce litigation and accelerate the resolution 
of tax disputes. 
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Narendra Modi initiative has Kochi’s ‘Startup Village’ plotting more success 
 Four years ago, an idea took root in Kerala’s business capital 

of Kochi in the hope of attracting the best entrepreneurial 
minds among youngsters and creating successful start-ups. 
Startup Village (SV), as it was called, was a nascent idea then 
that drew not much attention. 

 But on the cusp of the launch of a nationwide campaign that 
aims to spawn startups across the country, Startup Village in 
Kochi sits pretty with a list of grand accomplishments and a grander vision. 

 In April 2012, Startup Village commenced operations as India’s first public-private 
technological business incubator with the aim of creating at least 48 startup companies in five 
years. However, within three and a half years, it achieved its targets, becoming home to over 
70 startups in typical incubation mode. 

 After its successful first phase, officials at SV are now excited about their next phase of 
expansion in which they aim for complete digitization of the incubation process right from 
filing applications to mentoring, resource allocation and final graduation. The target is to 
support 10,000 startup teams in the next five years. 

 The ‘Startup India’ campaign that Prime Minister Narendra Modi launches will be an added 
boost, top officials at SV told IndianExpress. Incubators like Startup Village have found favour 
among the administration at a time when startup companies like Flipkart, Snapdeal and Ola 
have made it big and entered the billion dollar club. With a young and aspiring demographic, 
many believe India can very well be the hotbed for enterprising startups that can contribute to 
national GDP as well as provide labour. 

 
‘Sahayog – Kaijin 2016’: India and Japan joint Coast Guard exercise 
 The 15th edition of bilateral exercise by the Indian Coast 

Guard and its Japanese counterpart titled ‘Sahayog-Kaijin 
2016’ has begun off the coast of Chennai, Tamil Nadu in the 
Bay of Bengal. 

 Anti-piracy procedures, search and rescue operations and 
interoperability between the two forces and other areas of 
common professional interest. Japanese Coast Guard ship 
Echigo along with its integral helicopter is participating. 

 It will also involve Indian coast guard ships like Samudra Pahredar, Rajkamal, Vishwast, 
Rajtarang, Hovercraft, C-415, C-417, one Dornier and one Chetak helicopter. 

 Sahayog-Kaijin bilateral exercise is a part of the cooperative arrangements between two Coast 
Guards for the last 15 years. It is also as part of the memorandum on cooperation (MoC) signed 
between the two countries in 2006. 

 It is biennial bilateral exercise held once in two years and the venue would shift in both 
countries on alternate occasions. 

 
India’s Grid-linked solar generation capacity crosses 5,000 MW mark 
 Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has announced that 

India’s grid-connected solar power generation capacity has crossed the 
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5,000 Mega Watt (MW) mark. ii. Presently, Government has set an ambitious plan to achieve 
175 Giga Watt (GW) of power generation capacity from renewable sources by 2022. It includes 
100 GW from solar and 60 GW from wind. 

 Under the National Solar Mission (NSM), Union Government increased the solar power 
generation capacity addition target by five times from 20,000 MW to 100 GW by 2022. 

 
First 'Mahila Squad' Commissioned For High-Altitute Posts Of India-China Border 
 A freshly-trained contingent of 500 women personnel will 

become the first 'mahila' squad to be deployed in high-altitude 
posts along the India-China border. The squad was 
commissioned into the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) in 
Panchkula. 

 The women, in the rank of constable, were inducted in the 
border-guarding force after 44-weeks of training in battle craft 
and mountain survival and will now be sent to frontier areas 
for final acclimatisation before being deployed at ITBP posts along the 3,488-km Sino-India 
Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

 These 'mahila' contingents are expected to be posted by March this year at about 20 forward 
locations of the ITBP situated at heights of between 8,000-14,000 feet, including at the 'Mana 
pass' border post, the last village on the Indian side in Uttarakhand. 

 ITBP Director General Krishna Chaudhary, after reviewing the 'passing out parade' of the new 
personnel, asked them to exhibit the best skills that they have learnt during training to 
discharge their duties in some of the most difficult locations in the Himalayan ranges. 

 This is the first time that India is deploying women troops right at the front, one which is 
considered to be the most arduous and tricky given the harsh climatic conditions and extreme 
mountainous terrain along the India-China border. 

 ITBP, raised in the aftermath of the 1962 Chinese aggression, has also begun creating logistical 
and residential facilities for its women personnel at these posts and it is expected to be 
completed by early March. The force plans to have women personnel make up at least 40 per 
cent of its strength at these forward posts. 

 
Cabinet approves crop insurance scheme PMFBY 
 The union cabinet approved the crop insurance scheme Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

(PMFBY) to boost the farming sector and ensure farmers' welfare. "The new Crop Insurance 
Scheme is in line with One Nation - One Scheme theme. It incorporates the best features of all 
previous schemes and at the same time, all previous shortcomings/weaknesses have been 
removed," said a ministry of agriculture statement. 

 Under PMFBY, the farmers are required to pay a uniform premium of two percent for all Kharif 
crops and 1.5 percent for all Rabi crops while it is five percent for annual commercial and 
horticultural crops. 

 "The premium rates to be paid by farmers are very low and 
balance premium will be paid by the government to provide full 
insured amount to the farmers against crop loss on account of 
natural calamities," the statement said. 
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 With no upper cap on government subsidy, even if the balance premium is 90 percent, the 
government will bear it. The earlier practice of capping the premium rate has been done away 
with as it resulted in low claims being paid to farmers, the statement said. 

 "This capping (premium rate) has now been removed and farmers will get claim against full 
sum insured without any reduction," the statement added. 

 To enable faster claims payment, the government intends to encourage use of technology and 
smartphones to capture and upload data on crop harvesting and also deploy remote sensing to 
reduce crop cutting experiments. 

 
Kerala Declared First State to Attain Total Primary Education 
 Vice President Hamid Ansari declared Kerala as the first state in the country to attain 'Total 

Primary Education', and described the achievement as 'historic.' "I believe that the date is as 
historic for Kerala as April 18, 1991, the day Kerala was 
declared to be a fully literate state," he said. 

 "Kerala has set a model for the rest of the country to follow," 
the Vice President said. Noting that the achievement was 
another feather to the state's educational cap, he said the 
state was marking the successful culmination of its 
'Athulyam' programme aimed at ensuring Total Primary 
Education in Kerala -- equivalent to Standard IV of formal education. 

 "This is the fructification of the continuing efforts under the Total Literacy Campaign through 
the well-planned and executed post-literacy activities and the Continuing Education 
Programme by the Kerala State Literacy Mission Authority (KSLMA) under the Government of 
Kerala," he said. 

 Ansari also said this remarkable educational achievement was a result of the enlightened 
political leadership of Kerala, the dedication of its public functionaries and the people of state 
who have come to value the importance of education. The declaration marks the culmination 
of the second phase of the 'Athulyam' Class 4 equivalency programme -— for people aged 
between 15 and 50 —- run by KSLMA. 

 Ansari said Kerala achieved progress in social and other sectors mainly due to the importance 
it gave for education. The impressive march of Kerala on the education and various other 
socio-economic fronts has been due to what Nobel laureate Amartya Sen has called "the 
constructive and combative roots of its historical background", he said. 

 He lauded the contribution of religious reformers such as Sree Narayana Guru and other social 
organisations such as Nair Service Society, Muslim Educational Society (MES) and Christian 
missionaries, saying they also helped in inculcating and sustaining spread of education as a 
social movement. 

 
Book titled JL Nehru and The Indian Polity in Perspective released by Hamid Ansari 
 The book titled Jawaharlal Nehru and The Indian Polity in 

Perspective was released by Hamid Ansari on 12 January 2016 
by the Vice President of India Hamid Ansari at 
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala. 

 The focus of the book is on the role of Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s 
first Prime Minister, on shaping the polity of modern India. 
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 The book was edited by Prof Alexander and with contributions from eminent persons like 
Justice K T Thomas, Dr Rajan Kurukkal, Dr B Vivekanandan, M G Radhakrishnan and others. 

 It was published by T M Varghese Foundation. 
 
Telangana became first State to make gender education compulsory at graduate level 
 Telangana became the first State in India to introduce compulsory gender 

education at the graduate level. In this regard, the state in second week 
of January 2016 introduced a bilingual textbook titled, Towards a World 
of Equals. The book was introduced on a pilot basis in engineering 
colleges affiliated to the Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University 
(JNTU-Hyderabad). 

 The book discusses gender in its composite form without limiting itself 
to crime against women. The book attempts to cover information on 
unacknowledged women writers of Telangana to problems of sex selection 
and women’s work in politics and economics. 

 It also touches upon complex subjects like female-centric history and male-female 
relationships. The book is structured in simple language and form to suit under-graduates. The 
book discusses different strands of women’s movements across the world, introducing 
students to political movements of Afro-American, Caribbean, African, Dalit and minority 
women. 

 The book is coupled with a collection of visual teaching tools which include documentary films. 
The book is being taught over 14 weeks in a semester at the rate of two classes per week. 

 
14th Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas held in New Delhi 
 The 14th Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD) was held in New Delhi. 

The event was inaugurated by the External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj and attended by Priti Patel, MoS for Employment, United 
Kingdom. 

 Apart from the main event in New Delhi, the day was celebrated by 
the MEA, across the world, through its missions/posts abroad. 

 On this occasion, Sushma Swaraj announced that the government is considering Aadhaar cards 
to non-resident Indians (NRIs) and allowing women workers to Gulf countries only through 
the government agencies to ensure they were not duped by recruiting agents or firms. 

 
Book titled MARU BHARAT SARU BHARAT authored by Jain Acharya Maharaj released 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 10 January 2016 released a book 

titled “MARU BHARAT SARU BHARAT “(My India Noble India) written 
by Jain Acharya Ratnasundersuriswarji Maharaj. 

 This is the 300th book of Ratnasundersuriswarji Maharaj. The book 
release function was organized by Sahitya Satkar Samiti of Ratnatrayee 
Trust in Mumbai. 

 The book, My India, Nobel India, will be available in four languages - English, Hindi, Gujarati 
and Marathi. 

 The author through his book has highlighted various social evils, deficiencies prevailing at 
individual level, and also expressed his anger about those evils. 
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President promulgated Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance, 2016 
 President Pranab Mukherjee on 7 January 2016 promulgated 

the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance, 
2016 to make amendments to the Enemy Property Act, 1968. 

 These amendments will help is dealing with the loopholes of 
the Enemy Property Act, 1968 and ensure that the enemy 
properties that have been vested in the Custodian remain so 
and they do not revert back to the enemy subject or enemy 
firm. 

 Once an enemy property is vested in the Custodian, it shall continue to be vested in him as 
enemy property irrespective of whether the enemy, enemy subject or enemy firm has ceased 
to be an enemy due to reasons such as death and others. 

 The law of succession does not apply to enemy property. There cannot be transfer of any 
property vested in the Custodian by an enemy or enemy subject or enemy firm and that the 
Custodian shall preserve the enemy property till it is disposed of in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act.  

 The Union Government enacted the Enemy Property Act in the year 1968 that provided for the 
continuous vesting of enemy property in the custodian. The Union Government through the 
Custodian of Enemy Property for India is in possession of enemy properties spread across 
many states in the country. In addition, there are also movable properties categorized as 
enemy properties. 

 
Indigenously Built ASW Corvette INS Kadmatt commissioned in Visakhapatnam 
 Anti-submarine warfare (ASW) corvette INS Kadmatt was on 

7 January 2016 commissioned in the Indian Navy at naval 
dockyard in Visakhapatnam by Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Admiral R K Dhowan. INS Kadmatt is the second ship of 
Project 28 (P28) class ASW corvettes and is the latest ship 
after Shivalik class, Kolkata class and INS Kamorta. In all these 
ships, an excessive amount of weapons and sensors had been 
integrated to provide a Common Operational Picture (COP). 

 The ship was manned by 13 officers and 180 sailors with 
Commander Mahesh Chandra Moudgil as the first Commanding Officer. The ship is an integral 
part of the Eastern Fleet under the Eastern Naval Command to safeguard the Eastern Seaboard 
of India. 

 It was designed 90 per cent indigenously by the Directorate of Naval Design (DND) and 
constructed by M/s Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd. Directorate of Naval Design 
(DND) is the Navy’s Design Organisation undertaking indigenous design of all surface 
combatants. 

 INS Kadmatt is named after one of the large islands amongst the Lakshadweep group of Islands 
off the west coast of India. The ship had been constructed using high grade steel (DMR 249A) 
produced in India. With a displacement of 3500 tonnes, the sleek and magnificent ship spans 
109 meters in length and 14 meters at the beam. 
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India to skip BS-V, leapfrog to BS-VI norms from April 1, 2020 
 In a bid to curb vehicular pollution, the Centre decided to implement stricter emission norms 

of Bharat Stage (BS) VI from April 1, 2020, by skipping BS-V 
altogether. The decision was taken at an inter-ministerial 
meeting chaired by Road Transport and Highways Minister 
Nitin Gadkari, which was attended by Oil Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan, Heavy Industries Minister Anant Geete and 
Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar. 

 “Government has decided to leapfrog from BS-IV to BS-VI 
directly by April 1, 2020. We have decided to skip BS-VI 
emission norms. It is a bold decision and a commitment to the 
environment,” Gadkari told PTI here after the meeting. 

 All the other ministries have assured cooperation to make the implementation successful, he 
added. At the end of December, Pradhan had stated that India would go straight from Euro-IV 
compliant petrol and diesel to Euro-VI fuel by 2020. Earlier, a meeting of an inter-ministerial 
group, including representatives of the Ministries of Road Transport and Highways, Petroleum, 
Heavy Industries and Environment and Forests, was unable to reach a consensus. 

 The Road Transport and Highways Ministry was of the view the roll-out of BS-V norms must 
start from 2019 but the Petroleum Ministry expressed its inability to comply with the deadline. 
Earlier in November, a draft notification by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
(MoEF), had advanced dates for implementation of BS-V norms to April 1, 2019, and BS-VI 
norms to April 1, 2021. 

 At present, BS-IV auto fuels are being supplied in the whole of northern India covering J&K, 
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi, parts of Rajasthan and western UP. 
The rest of the country has BS-III grade fuel. 

 
Toilets made mandatory to contest Panchayat polls in Bihar 
 State election commissioner (SEC) Ashok Kumar Chauhan on 4 January 2016 announced that 

toilets will be mandatory requirement for eligibility to contest panchayat elections. This 
declaration means that no one can contest the Bihar panchayat elections scheduled in 2016 
without having a toilet at their home. 

 SEC said that candidates have to give an undertaking regarding status of toilet by 1 January 
2016 in their home. He also said to ensure free and fair polling 
the elections will be held in 10 phases. The notification of the 
elections and dates will be issued on 15 February 2016. 

 Election will be held for the posts of 8397 Mukhiyas (Village 
head), 8397 Kutcheri Sarpanchs besides Panchayat Samiti 
members, Kutchehri panchs, and Zila Parishad members. 

 The decision is based on the legislation - the Bihar Panchayat 
Raj (Amendment) Bill, 2015, which was passed by the Bihar Legislative Assembly on 5 August 
2015. The legislation  brought some new provisions including making it mandatory for 
candidates contesting all level of panchayat raj elections to have toilets at their individual 
home by 31 January 2016. 

 
India-Nepal Bus Service resumed after 27 years 
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 India-Nepal Bus Service on 4 January 2016 resumed after a gap of 27 years. The service was 
suspended 27 years ago in the wake of the Indo-Nepal Trade 
and Transit Treaty. The service runs between Kanchanpur in 
Nepal, which is close to Banbasa border in Champavat district 
of Uttarakhand, and Anand Vihar ISBT in Delhi. 

 To travel in these buses, no special documents are required as 
both the countries share open border. 

 The service is expected to benefit people living along the 
border areas as they have family as well as trade relations with each other. 

 And, it is also expected to benefit around 10000 Nepalis who travel from Kanchanpur district, 
Dandel Dhura, Voti, Sapen, Acham, Kalali, Jagbuddha and Siddhartha Nagar areas in Nepal. 

 
Forbes released 2016 30 Under 30 List; 45 Indian-origin people figured 
 Forbes on 4 January 2016 released the 2016 30 Under 30 List featuring 600 men and women 

who achieved remarkable professional success before attaining 30 years of age. They were 
chosen from an initial screening list of more than 15000 representing a gamut of 20 segments 
that include art & style, finance, sports, education, etc. 

 The list includes John Boyega (Hollywood & Entertainment category), Shawn Mendes (Music), 
Emerson Spartz (Media) among others. 

 Further, 45 Indians and Indian-origin people figured in the annual compilation for their 
entrepreneurial spirit and breakout talents. 

 Indian-origin people figured in the list are, 
1. Ritesh Agarwal, OYO Rooms CEO 
2. Karishma Shah, Alphabet’s Google X 
3. Divya Nettimi, Viking Global Investors 
4. Nisha Chittal, MSNBC 
5. Ashish Patel, NowThis Media 
6. Saagar Govil, CEO of Cemtrex 
 
 

Govt. constitute Committee to study wage structure of Gramin Dak Sevaks 
 The Union Government has constituted a committee to examine the wage structure, service 

conditions of the Gramin Dak Sevaks (GDS) in the Department 
of Posts (DoP). It is one member committee comprising of 
Kamlesh Chandra, Retired Member of Postal Services Board. 

 The Committee will be assisted by Senior Administrative Grade 
Officer T.Q. Mohammad who will act as Secretary to the GDS 
Committee. The Committee will go into the service conditions 
of GDS and suggest changes as considered necessary. Examine 
the present system of Branch Post Offices, engagement conditions and existing structure of 
wage and enrolments paid to the GDS and recommend necessary changes. 

 Review the existing Services Discharge Benefits Scheme and also other social security benefits 
for the GDS and suggest necessary changes. Review the existing facilities as well as welfare 
measures provided to the GDS and suggest necessary changes. 

 Examine and suggest any changes in the 

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- January, 2016 
 

15 |    
www.clatpossible.com 

A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 

circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 

laws of India. 

 method of minimum qualification for engagement as GDS. 
 Conduct and disciplinary rules of GDS, particularly keeping in view the proposed induction of 

technology in the Rural Post Offices. 
 
Film-maker Shyam Benegal to head panel on Censor Board revamp 
 To put an end to recent controversies surrounding the Censor Board, the Centre has set up a 

Committee headed by noted film-maker Shyam Benegal to 
work out a revamp plan and submit its report within two 
months. 

 Noting that film certification has to ensure that in doing so 
(giving certification), “artistic creativity and freedom do 
not get stifled/curtailed and the people tasked with the 
work of certification understand these nuances,” the 
committee is expected to provide a “holistic framework 
and enable those tasked with the work of certification of films to discharge their 
responsibilities keeping in view this framework,” a statement from Information & 
Broadcasting Ministry said. 

 The other members of the Committee are Hindi film director Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra, 
adman Piyush Pandey, film critic Bhawana Somaaya, Nina Lath Gupta of National Film 
Development Corporation and Joint Secretary (Films). 

 Among other things, the committee would be expected to take note of the “best practices in 
various parts of the world, especially where the film industry is given sufficient and adequate 
space for creative and aesthetic expression.” 

 It has been tasked with recommending broad guidelines/procedures under the provisions of 
the Cinematograph Act/Rules for the benefit of the chairperson and other members of the 
Screening Committee. 

 The committee will also look into the staffing pattern of Central Board of Film Certification, 
known as the Censor Board, and recommend a framework to provide efficient/transparent 
user-friendly services. 

 
Pakistan's Singer Adnan Sami gets Indian Citizenship 
 The Union Home Ministry cleared the proposal to grant Adnan 

Sami the citizenship of India. Mr Sami, who has been staying in 
India since 2011, will now have to fill a citizenship form at the 
Home Ministry’s office in Delhi and pay Rs 13,700. 

 He will be given citizenship under Section 6 (I) of the Indian 
Citizenship Act, 1955 under the category “citizenship by 
naturalisation.” 

 Lahore-born Sami first arrived in India on March 13, 2001 on a 
visitor’s visa with a validity of one year. It was issued by the Indian High Commission 
in Islamabad. 

 
Arunima Sinha scaled Mount Aconcagua in Argentina 
 Arunima Sinha, the amputee mountaineer who set a record by climbing the Mount Everest on 

25 December 2015, conquered Mount Aconcagua in Argentina. 
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Arunima started her mission on the morning of 12 December 2015 and hoisted the Indian 
tricolour on 25 December 2015. 

 With this, Arunima has successfully completed the 5th summit of the Mission 7 Summits and 
also became the first female amputee to climb 5 Mountains of the World. The four other peaks 
conquered by her include Everest in Asia, Kilimanjaro in Africa, Elbrus in Europe, and Kosizko, 
Australia, as the world's four highest peaks. 

 Aconcagua is the highest mountain outside Asia, at 6960.8 metres and by extension, the 
highest point in both the Western Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere. 

 Arunima who lost her left leg in a train accident in 2011 surprised the world by climbing Mt. 
Everest on 21 May 2013. She was awarded the Padmashree for her achievement. 

 
Sikh community has the lowest sex ratio in India 
 Sikh community has the lowest sex ratio in India as disclosed in the additional data pertaining 

to Census 2011 released recently.  
 According to the 2011 census, there were 828 girls in the age of 0 to 6 years in the Sikh 

community in comparison to 1,000 boys. Jain community has the second worst sex ratio as 
there were 889 girls against 1,000 boys in the age group of 0 to 6 years in the community. 

 Among other communities, there were 958 Christian girls against 1,000 boys, 913 Hindu girls 
against 

 1,000 boys, 943 Muslim girls against 1,000 boys and 933 Buddhist girls against 1,000 boys. 
 The child sex ratio of total population in the country was 918 girls against 1,000 boys. 
 
India overtakes Thailand as World's largest rice exporter 
 India has overtaken Thailand as the world’s largest rice exporter in the year 2015 by shipping 

(exporting) 10.23 million tonnes of rice.  
 It was announced by the Bangkok based Thai Rice Exporters Association Chairman Charoen 

Laodhammatas.  
 
IPS officer Aparna Kumar became India's first civil servant to scale Mount Vinson Massif 
 Aparna Kumar, IPS officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre, became India's first civil servant to scale 

Mount Vinson Massif, the highest peak in the Antarctica. 
 She hoisted the Tricolour and the flag of the Uttar Pradesh Police Service on Mount Vinson 

Massif. 
 She set out on the Antarctic expedition on 5 January 2016, accompanied by a 10-member team 

of mountaineers from various countries. 
 

 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 20 January 2016 released a book titled The Z Factor: My 
Journey as the Wrong Man at the Right Time in New Delhi. The book is the autobiography of 
the promoter of Essel/ Zee Group Subhash Chandra. 

 Pathankot base of the Indian Air Force (IAF) in Punjab was attacked by heavily-armed 
Pakistani terrorists on 2 January 2016 resulting in death of 7 Indian security personnel. Five 
Pakistani infiltrators attempted to storm the Air Force base at Pathankot in Punjab in the early 
hours of 2 January 2016. One Garud commando of the IAF and two personnel of the Defence 
Security 
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 The Nai Manzil scheme was on 20 January 2016 launched for the first time in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The scheme was launched for girls in Srinagar in three institutions- Skill 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir and two Madarsas. The two Madarsas are Madarsa 
Shahi-i-Hamdan in Pampore and Madarsa Imam Sadique in Shadipur, Bandipora. 

 In a global first, the World Bank in third week of January 2016 decided to extend an assistance 
of 20 million US dollar to help reconstruct the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP), which got 
devastated during cyclone Hudhud in October 2014, in Visakhapatnam. 

 The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog on 17 January 2016 announced 
that it collaborated with the IDFC Bank Ltd to conduct an enterprise survey of manufacturing 
firms. 

 Iran’s leading banks will open branches in India to energise commercial ties between New 
Delhi and Tehran. The decision was amongst a slew of commercial measures taken by the 
India-Iran Joint Commission that met for the first time.  

 As a major initiative towards fast track implementation of Namami Gange Programme the first 
company of Ganga Task force Battalion was deployed at Garhmukteshwar. Speaking on the 
occasion Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 
Sushri Uma Bharti said that three such companies will be deployed soon at Kanpur, Varanasi 
and Allahabad. 

 The Global Communication Association (GCA), a not-for-profit professional organisation, to 
host the 11th international conference of media experts and communication specialists from 
around the world at Mysuru on January 28-29. 

 Union Government formed expert panel to review Specific Relief Act, 1963. The Specific Relief 
Act, 1963 provides for the law relating to certain kind of specific relief and has not been 
amended since its inception. 

 Union Cabinet approved increase in Authorized Share Capital of NSFDC. With this, the 
Authorized Share Capital of NSFDC is increased from 1000 crore rupees to 1200 crore rupees. 

 Union Government approved to set up solar energy panels over 10000 EWS houses in Tamil 
Nadu under PMAY (Urban). Under this Scheme, The Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty 
Alleviation will provide an assistance of 150000 rupees per house while the State Government 
will contribute 60000 rupees and the beneficiary’s contribution will be 43000 rupees 

 Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes Amendment Act, 2015 came into force. The act 
came into force on 26 January 2016 to ensure more stringent provisions for prevention of 
Atrocities against Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. 

 Union Government launched Sahaj Scheme for online booking of LPG cylinders. The booking 
can be done through the unified web portal www.mylpg.in which is available in 13 languages. 

 MSDE, DoT signed MoU to develop National Action Plan for Skill Development in Telecom 
Sector. MSDE and DoT together have agreed to make concerted joint efforts towards skill 
development by facilitating mobilization of financial support under the National Ecosystem for 
Development of Telecom Skills. 

 Union Government notified stricter standards for Sugar Industry to minimise water pollution. 
The standards were recommended by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) after 
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consultations with industries and other stakeholders, as well as seeking comments from 
general public. 

 Union Government, World Bank signed Financing Agreement for Bihar Kosi Basin 
Development Project. It is a loan for an implementation period of 5 years. Bihar Government 
will be the implementing agency. 

 Union Government released results from Phase-1 of NFHS-4 Survey. The National Family 
Health Survey-4 collected data on maternal and child healthcare, family planning, drinking 
water, sanitation, immunization, nutrition, and fertility rate. 

 Union Government to introduce new category of award for Most Film Friendly State/UT. The 
decision to create a new category of award was taken as part of the government’s effort to 
promote the Indian film industry and India’s Soft Power. 

 Union Government launched 4 Mobile Health Services to strengthen public health 
infrastructure. These m-Health services are Kilkari, Mobile Academy, M-Cessation and TB 
Missed Call initiative. 

 Union Government released Draft for the Rights of Transgender Persons Bill, 2015. The draft 
states that transgender persons who by birth do not belong to Scheduled Castes or Scheduled 
Tribes may be declared as Backward Class. They will be entitled for reservation under the 
existing ceiling of OBC category. 

 20th National Youth Festival inaugurated in Naya Raipur. The five day long annual festival is 
celebrated by the Union Government in partnership with a state government on the occasion 
of the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. 

 Union Railway Ministry inaugurated implementation of E-enabled Track Management System. 
Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inaugurated implementation of E-enabled 
Track Management System (TMS) and Mobile Application of TMS on Indian Railway at Rail 
Bhawan in New Delhi. 

 Supreme Court suggested Parliament to enact separate law for child rape. The court suggested 
for a separate law to award more severe punishment for those who commit child rape. 

 Union Government unveiled measures to improve road safety. The measures are aimed at 
reducing number of road accidents by half by 2019. 

 Union Government launched an online initiative to engage LPG consumers and citizens. It 
launched two online discussion forums namely Citizen Friendly Services and Increasing LPG 
Coverage in the Country. 

 French soldiers to march down Rajpath on Republic Day 2016 along with Indian troops. This is 
the first time that a foreign army will participate in the 26th January Parade, since 1950. 

 Union Government merged Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs with MEA. With this merger, 
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, which used to be a flagship event of the MOIA will now be 
celebrated by the MEA on 9 January. 

 Union Government approved Atal Mission Plans for Punjab and Uttarakhand for 2015-16. 
Punjab Government will invest 720 crore rupees in improving basic urban infrastructure in 16 
cities. 
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 Union Government launched Phase-I of River Information System. The Phase- II of the System 
will cover Farakka to Patna (410-km) stretch and Phase-III will cover Patna to Varanasi (356-
km) stretch. It is akin to RIS in the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, China & USA. 

 Union Cabinet approved MoU with Bangladesh to set up border haats. The border haats will 
establish traditional system of marketing the local produce thorough local markets in local 
currency and/or barter basis. 

 Union Cabinet approved MoU between India and Singapore in the field of civil aviation. The 
MoU aims at establishing mutual cooperation in the field of civil aviation, which will cover the 
airports of Jaipur and Ahmedabad. 

 Union Cabinet approved Stand Up India Scheme. The expected date of reaching the target of at 
least 2.5 lakh approvals is 36 months from the launch of the Scheme. 

 Union Government launched Ganga Gram Yojana in Uttar Pradesh. Under the scheme, 1600 
villages of UP situated along the banks of river Ganga will be developed. 

 Union Government approved 33 percent representation of women in CAPFs. The 33 percent 
reservation of women constable level posts would be in CRPF and CISF and 14-15 percent 
posts would be in border guarding forces that is BSF, SSB & ITBP. 

 SC directed Gujarat government to make Gujarat State Cooperative Tribunal functional. 
Further, the court directed that the tribunal cannot be allowed to be non-functional. The ruling 
was made by a bench headed by Chief Justice of India TS Thakur. 
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International 
 
NASA launched SpaceX Falcon 9 Rocket with Jason-3 Ocean-monitoring satellite 
 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) on 

17 January 2016 successfully launched SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
from California’s Vandenberg Air Force Base in the USA. 

 The rocket carried the ocean monitoring satellite Jason-3 on 
board. The satellite will examine the topography of the ocean 
floor to help study effects of climate change or human-induced 
changes on the ocean. 

 It is the fourth mission in U.S.-European series of satellite 
missions that measure the height of the ocean surface. It is also 
expected to help the USA in better forecasting of hurricane forecasting and marine navigation. 

 It will extend the time series of ocean surface topography measurements (the hills and valleys 
of the ocean surface) begun by the TOPEX/Poseidon satellite mission in 1992 and continuing 
through the currently operating Jason-1 and Jason-2 missions. The Jason-1 and OSTM/Jason-2 
missions were launched in 2001 and 2008 respectively. These measurements provide 
scientists with critical information about circulation patterns in the ocean and about both 
global and regional changes in sea level and the climate implications of a warming world. 

 The primary instrument on Jason-3 is a radar altimeter. The altimeter will measure sea-level 
variations over the global ocean with very high accuracy (as 1.3 inches or 3.3 centimeters, with 
a goal of achieving 1 inch or 2.5 centimeters). 

 
World Economic Forum meeting starts in Davos, Switzerland 
 The annual World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting has started in Swiss resort of Davos, 

Switzerland with participation of political leaders and business 
from around the world. In this edition of WEF meeting, the 
agenda includes the outlook of the global economy and 
measures to fight terrorism. 

 Leaders from about 40 countries and more than 2,500 
business people are attending the meeting. The 4-day 
conference will cover the discussions on tumbling oil prices 
and China’s uncertain economic prospects. 

 It will be also discussing the issue of growing terror threats in 
the wake of the November 2015 terrorist attacks in Paris (France) and influx of migrants and 
refugees in Europe. Participants will also discuss environmental issues such as greenhouse gas 
emissions. They will also review the latest efforts to improve industrial production with 
robotics, artificial intelligence and information technology. 

 WEF is an international institution founded by Klaus Schwab that works to improve the state 
of the world through public-private cooperation. It was established in 1971 and is 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 
 
 
India and Armenia sign Protocol amending the Double Taxation Avoidance Convention 
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 India and Armenia has signed a Protocol to amend the existing 
Double Taxation Avoidance Convention (DTAC) to curb instances 
of tax evasion.  

 The Protocol amends the Article on Exchange of Information for 
tax in the bilateral DTAC signed between India and Armenia and 
has been in existence since September 2004.  

 It has been amended to bring it in line with the updated provisions in the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Model. 

 
Mosquito-borne Zinka virus creates panic over birth defects in Latin America 
 Mosquito-borne Zika virus has created a panic over thousands birth defects in the Latin 

America countries.  
 New case of child born with the virus has been reported in these countries. However, Brazil is 

experiencing the largest known outbreak of Zika with most cases in the north-east region. 
 In this region, babies have been born a with abnormal condition called microcephaly i.e. with 

abnormally smaller heads which can cause brain damage.  
 To avoid the spread of Zika virus some Latin American countries viz. Colombia, Ecuador, El 

Salvador and Jamaica have warned women to avoid getting pregnant.  
 The virus also has been reported in the United States (US) after three cases were detected in 

Florida in people who had recently travelled to Latin America.  
 
Indian Mi-25 helicopters set to join Afghan Air Force 
 Three Mi-25 gunship helicopters supplied by India are to 

officially join the Afghan Air Force. The gunships, delivered at 
the end of December last year, have been in the assembly 
process. The decision for the delivery of Mi-25 gunship 
helicopters was concluded during the recent visit of Afghan 
National Security Adviser Mohammad Hanif Atmar to New 
Delhi. 

 The attack helicopters are designed to take on fortified enemy positions and counter heavy 
ground fire. The Afghanistan Air Force (AAF) already operates three Indian Cheetal 
helicopters. The Cheetal helicopters were manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL). 
Subsequently, Afghan pilots and technicians were trained to operate them. 

 Sources indicated that the Afghan government has stepped up efforts to build the capabilities 
of the AAF to combat the Taliban-led insurgency across the country. India is set to replace its 
Mi-25 chopper fleet with the new generation Apache choppers that have been contracted from 
the US under a government-to-government deal. 

 The US Air Force is to deliver the light attack turboprops to Afghanistan under the Light Air 
Support (LAS) programme to bolster its fighting capabilities. Up to 30 Afghan pilots are to be 
trained by the US Air Force over the next three years. 

 
Chinese President Xi launches Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
 China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), in which India and 56 countries 

have joined as founding members, was formally opened here by Chinese President Xi Jinping. 
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 “This is a historical moment,” Xi said addressing the ceremony 
of the bank, which along with the BRICS New Development 
Bank (NDB) is expected to expand infrastructure financing, 
rivalling the World Bank and Asian Development Bank. 

 An Indian delegation headed by Dinesh Sharma, additional 
Secretary in the Ministry of Finance, attended the opening 
ceremony. In all 57 countries have joined as founding 
members, while the US and Japan have stayed out. Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang will address the founding conference of the AIIB council. 

 The bank was formally established in Beijing on December 25, 2015. Chinese Finance Minister, 
Lou Jiwei, was elected as the first Chairman of the AIIB council. China’s former Finance 
Minister, Jin Liqun, was elected the first AIIB president. 

 With authorised capital of $100 billion and subscribed capital of $50 billion, Beijing-based AIIB 
will invest in sectors including energy, transportation, urban construction, and logistics as well 
as education and healthcare. 

 China, India and Russia are the three largest shareholders, taking a 30.34 per cent, 8.52 per 
cent, 6.66 per cent stake respectively in the newly formed bank. The opening of the AIIB 
marked a milestone in the reform of the global economic governance system, Lou said in an 
interview earlier. 

 The AIIB will work together with multilateral development banks, including the World Bank 
and the Asian Development Bank, to facilitate Asian infrastructure construction and 
sustainable development, Lou said. 

 
World Bank released report titled World Development Report 2016: Digital Dividends 
 The World Bank on 14 January 2016 released a report titled World Development Report 2016: 

Digital Dividends in Washington DC, the USA. The report 
explored the impact of the internet, mobile phones, and related 
technologies on economic development across the world 
including India. 

 Further, it concluded that potential gains from digital 
technologies are high, but often remain unrealized and proposed policies to expand 
connectivity, accelerate complementary reforms in sectors beyond information and 
communication technology (ICT), and address global coordination problems. 

 In relation to India, the authors of the report that included Kaushik Basu, Senior Vice President 
and Chief Economist of World Bank appreciated the Aadhaar scheme as it saved 1 billion US 
dollars by bringing down corruption. 

 The world’s offline population is mainly in India and China, but more than 120 million people 
are still offline in North America and the digital divide within countries can be as high as that 
between countries. Worldwide, nearly 21 percent of households in the bottom 40 percent of 
their countries’ income distribution don’t have access to a mobile phone, and 71 percent don’t 
have access to the internet. 

 The increased connectivity has had limited effect in reducing information inequality. For 
example, there are more contributions to Wikipedia from Hong Kong, China, than from all of 
Africa combined, despite the fact that Africa has 50 times more internet users. Digital 
technologies, apart from resulting in economic benefits, influenced the participation of women 
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in the labor force, the ease of communication for people with disabilities, and the way people 
spend their leisure. 

 By overcoming information barriers, augmenting factors, and transforming products, digital 
technologies can make development more inclusive, efficient, and innovative. 

 
WHO declares world’s worst ever Ebola outbreak over 
 The World Health Organisation (WHO) announced that the Ebola epidemic that has ravaged 

west Africa for two years was over after Liberia, the last affected 
country, received the all-clear. “Today the World Health 
Organisation declares the end of the most recent outbreak of 
Ebola virus disease in Liberia and says all known chains of 
transmission have been stopped in West Africa,” the UN health 
agency said. 

 WHO stressed though that “the job is not over,” warning “more flare-ups are expected.” “We 
need to remain engaged,” Peter Graaff, WHO director responsible for Ebola response, told 
reporters. One of the most feared diseases in the world, Ebola killed more than 11,000 people 
across west Africa after it surfaced in southern Guinea in December 2013. 

 At its peak, the tropical haemorrhagic virus devastated Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, 
scything lives and dealing a hammer blow to weak economies and fragile health systems. The 
announcement came 42 days — the equivalent of two incubation periods of the virus — after 
the last Ebola cases in Liberia were tested negative. Liberia, the country worst hit by the 
outbreak with 4,800 deaths, discharged its last two patients from hospital — the father and 
younger brother of a 15-year-old victim — on December 3, 2015. 

 The outbreak infected almost 29,000 people and claimed 11,315 lives, according to official 
data. But the real toll is suspected to be much higher, with many Ebola deaths believed to have 
gone unreported. Fighting stigma and resistance to containment measures were among the 
many challenges facing Ebola workers on the front line. 

 Marked the third time that Liberia has been given the all-clear. The country was the first of the 
three to be declared free of human-to-human Ebola transmission in May, only to see the virus 
resurface six weeks later. Liberia was officially credited with beating the epidemic for a second 
time in September before another small cluster of cases emerged. 

 The WHO came under fire for its sluggish response to the epidemic, which local healthcare 
systems were woefully underequipped to handle. Over 500 healthcare workers died in three 
west African countries in the eye of the outbreak. 

 
Conference of QCG on Afghan Peace & Reconciliation held in Islamabad 
 Conference of Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) on Afghan Peace and Reconciliation 

process was held in Islamabad on 11 January 2016. The purpose of the conference was to 
explore ways to create consensus for talks between the Taliban and Afghanistan's government. 

 The conference was participated representatives from Afghanistan, Pakistan, China and the US. 
The group will again meet in Kabul on 18 January 2016 to hold discussions on a roadmap. 

 The joint statement released after the discussions emphasised the immediate need for direct 
talks between the representatives of the Afghanistan government and representatives from 
Taliban groups. The talks for peace process aims at preserving Afghanistan’s unity, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. 
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 The four-nation group was set up in 2015 to expedite the process of reconciliation in the war-
torn country after decades of bloodshed. The first round was held in July 2015 but the process 
was suspended in the same month after news of Taliban Chief Mullah Omar's death was 
announced. 

 The group also reiterated their commitment to the realization of objectives expressed in their 
statement from the quadrilateral meeting held on the sidelines of the Heart of Asia Conference 
in Islamabad on 9 December 2015. 

 
Illumina, Bill Gates & Jeff Bezos launched startup GRAIL to develop blood-based cancer 
tests 
 Illumina, the world’s largest DNA sequencing company, on 10 

January 2015 announced the launch of the startup named GRAIL to 
develop blood-based cancer tests. The company was launched in 
association with Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates, Amazon CEO Jeff 
Bezo’s venture fund Bezos Expeditions and Arch Venture Partners. 

 The company will develop blood tests that cost 1000 US dollars or 
less for detecting many types of cancer before symptoms arise. The test, which is also called as 
liquid biopsy, will use high-speed DNA sequencing machines to scour a person’s blood for 
fragments of DNA released by cancer cells. 

 All the partners in the startup raised around 100 million US dollars among themselves, in 
which Illumina will have the majority stake holder. The newly developed tests are expected to 
reach the market by 2019. GRAIL will operate from San Diego in California, the USA. 

 
Nepal elected as UNICEF’s executive board member for 2016-2018 
 Nepal on 9 January 2016 was elected to the UNICEF executive board, 

representing the group of Asia-Pacific countries for the term 2016-
2018. Nepal's Permanent Representative to the United Nations (UN), 
Durga Prasad Bhattarai, was also unanimously elected vice-president to 
the Bureau of the Executive Board of the UNICEF for 2016. 

 Nepal recently completed its terms as a member of the UN Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) for 2013-2015 and as vice-president from Asia-Pacific region at 
the executive board of United Nations Development Programme/United Nations Population 
Fund/United Nations Office for Project Services for the year 2015. 

 
Sri Lankan parliament begins process to adopt new Constitution 
 Sri Lankan parliament began a process to formulate a new constitution with Prime Minister 

Ranil Wickremesinghe presenting a resolution to set up Constitutional Assembly of all 
members for the purpose. 

 In a special session, Wickremesinghe moved the resolution in parliament to set up 
Constitutional Assembly (CA) of all members and a steering committee of 17 members to draft 
the new constitution. 

 “We will have the whole parliament formulating the constitution unlike the previous instances 
when the constitutions were drafted outside parliament,” he said. The new constitution will 
replace the current executive president headed constitution adopted in 1978. 
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 The resolution noted that there shall be a Committee of Parliament 
referred to as the “Constitutional Assembly” which shall consist of all 
MPs, for the purpose of deliberating on, and seeking the views and 
advice of the people, on a new constitution for Sri Lanka, and 
preparing a draft of a Constitution Bill for the consideration of 
Parliament in the exercise of its powers under Article 75 of the 
Constitution. 

 A Steering Committee consisting of the Prime Minister (Chairman), Leader of the Opposition, 
Leader of the House, the Minister of Justice, and not more than 11 other Members of the 
Constitutional Assembly will be appointed by the Constitutional Assembly. 

 President Maithripala Sirisena in his address said the time has come to formulae a new 
constitution in keeping with the demands of the 21st century. He warned that extremist 
elements both in the south and the north may try to scuttle the process. 

 He denied opposition’s accusations that the new constitution is being drafted to please the 
international community based on their advise. Sirisena, since coming to power, has reduced 
his presidential powers and strengthened key areas of governance by setting up independent 
commissions on police, judiciary elections and public service. 

 
Indo-French military exercise Shakti-2016 started 
 India and France on 8 January 2016 started their eight-day 

counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency joint exercise 
Shakti-2016 in Rajasthan. This is the third edition in the series 
of bilateral exercises under this banner and is being held in 
Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan's Bikaner. 

 The exercise will be focused on counter terrorism operations 
in backdrop of semi-urban terrain under United Nations 
Mandate. It is an important step for the armies to train together and gain from each other's 
rich operational experience. 

 French contingent comprising 56 personnel of 35th Infantry Regiment of 7th Armoured 
Brigade, which had taken part in the Afghan war, will participate in the Shakti-2016. The 
contingent led by Major Thibaut De Lacoste Lareymondie arrived Jodhpur on 6 January 2016. 

 On the other hand, the Indian contingent to participate in the exercise will be the 2nd Battalion 
of Garhwal Rifles, part of the Sapta Shakti Command. Both countries have troops deployed in 
counter-insurgency and counter-terrorist operations and therefore sharing each other's 
military experiences will pay meaningful dividends. 

 The French 35th Infantry Regiment was raised in 1604 by a member of the gentry from 
Lorraine whose surname was Nemond. It has at least 12 battle honours to its credit. The 
battalion has varied combat experiences, having served in Algeria, Africa, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
amongst other places. 

 
World's largest blue star sapphire discovered in Sri Lanka 
 The world's largest blue star sapphire that weighs 1404.49 

carats was discovered in a mine in Sri Lanka. The sapphire was 
found in August 2015 near Ratnapura city in the South of Sri 
Lanka. 
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 The stone is worth at an estimated cost of 100 million US dollars but could be valued up to 165 
million US dollars. 

 The sapphire has been named as The Star of Adam by its current owner. The name came from 
a Muslim belief that Adam arrived in Sri Lanka after being sent away from the Garden of Eden. 
As per the myth, Adam lived on the slopes of a mountain now known as Adam’s Peak, about 15 
miles from Ratnapura. 

 The Star of Adam Sapphire has also been certified by the Gemology Institute of Columbo, Sri 
Lanka. 

 A star sapphire is a type of sapphire that has a star in the middle due to a light reflection 
phenomenon known as asterism. The value of a star sapphire depends on the weight of the 
stone and also on the body color, visibility, and intensity of the asterism. 

 
Harper Lee's Go Set a Watchman topped 2015 US Bestseller List 
 The book Go Set a Watchman written by Harper Lee was in 

news in the first week of January 2016 as it topped the 2015 
US bestseller list. Around 1.6 million copies of the book were 
sold in the USA since it was published in July 2015. The figures 
were based on US print unit sales reported to Nielsen. 

 Go Set a Watchman was published more than half a century 
after Harper’s Pulitzer-winning first book, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, was published. 

 The spike in the sales of Go Set a Watchman can be attributed to the fact that 89-year-old 
Harper Lee is now confined to a nursing home and may not publish a word in future. 

 The second and third bestseller in the list was Jeff Kinney’s Diary of Wimpy Kid series (1.48 
million copies) and British author EL James’ Grey: Fifty Shades of Grey as Told by Christian 
(1.4 million) respectively. 

 
IUPAC announced addition of Four Elements to complete Seventh row of Periodic Table 
 The International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 

(IUPAC) on 30 December 2015 announced discovery and 
assignment of elements with atomic numbers 113, 115, 117 
and 118. 

 The decision was taken by the IUPAC as the four elements met 
the discovery of elements of the IUPAP/IUPAC Transfermium 
Working Group (TWG) 1991 Discovery Criteria. 

 All these four elements are synthetic in nature. They were 
discovered by scientists belonging to the USA, Russian and Japan and complete the 7th row of 
the periodic table of the elements. 

 Also, these four elements are the first to be added to the table since 2011, when elements 114 
(Flerovium, FI) and 116 (Livermorium, LV) were added. Naming of elements: After officially 
recognizing the elements, the IUPAC also invited suggestions related to permanent names and 
symbols from the scientists who discovered them. New elements can be named after a 
mythological concept, a mineral, a place or country, a property or a scientist. 

 Element 113 - Temporary working name and symbol are ununtrium and Uut respectively. It 
was discovered by the scientists belonging to RIKEN research laboratory in Japan. 
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 115: ununpentium, Uup are the temporary working name and symbol respectively. 
 117: ununseptium, Uus are the temporary working name and symbol respectively. They were 

discovered by scientists belonging to Russia and the USA in collaboration 
 Element 118 - It has ununoctium and Uuo as the temporary working name and symbol 

respectively. 
 They were discovered by slamming lighter nuclei into each other and tracking the following 

decay of the radioactive superheavy elements. Like other superheavy elements that populate 
the end of the periodic table, they only exist for fractions of a second before decaying into 
other elements. 

 
UNO ushered in the ambitious 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 On 1 January 2016 the United Nations Organization (UNO) ushered in the ambitious 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that aim to end poverty, hunger and assure gender 
equally while building a life of dignity for all over the next 15 years. Seventeen (17) goals have 
been described in SDGs.  

 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are ambitious set of 17 goals to banish a host of social 
ills from the world by 2030. These goals were adopted unanimously by 193 Heads of State and 
other top leaders at a summit in September 2015. 

 The goals address the needs of people in both developed and developing countries, 
emphasising that no one should be left behind.  

 The 17 SDGs build on the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which specifically 
sought by 2015 – to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; achieve universal primary 
education; promote gender equality and empower women; reduce child mortality; improve 
maternal health; combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; ensure environmental 
sustainability; and develop a global partnership for development. 

 
French President declares economic emergency 
 French President Francois Hollande has declared what he 

called “a state of economic emergency” and says it’s time to 
redefine France’s economic and social model. 

 The first measures he proposed are relatively modest, and he 
said they would not “put into question” the 35-hour workweek. 
He did not seek to assume any new emergency powers. 

 The measures included a loosening of some worker-friendly 
measures to encourage companies to hire, and new training for half a million workers. 

 
 

 Cabinet of Somalia agreed on Election Model outlined by Mogadishu Declaration 2015. The 
declaration calls for the electoral process in Somalia to establish a new, bicameral Federal 
Parliament in 2016, based on inclusivity and representation. 

 China, Iran signed 17 agreements to broaden bilateral cooperation. The agreements were 
signed during the Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to Iran. 
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 Iran, Airbus signed deal to buy 118 Airbus planes. The agreement for 118 new aircraft includes 
21 A320ceo family, 24 A320neo family, 27 A330ceo family, 18 A330neo (-900), 16 A350-1000 
and 12 A380. 

 IMF implemented 2010 Quota and Governance Reforms. India’s voting rights increased to 2.6 
percent from the current 2.3 percent and China’s voting rights increased to six percent from 
3.8. 

 31 countries signed MCAA to boost transparency in international tax matters. The signing of 
the Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement marks an important milestone towards 
implementation of the OECD/G20 Base Erosion and Profit Shifting project. 

 UNICEF launched 2.8 billion US dollar humanitarian appeal for children. It is for the first time 
ever that the largest portion of the appeal, that is, 25 per cent is dedicated towards educating 
children in emergencies. 

 Polygamy made mandatory in Eritrea. Law says men who fail to adhere will lead to life 
imprisonment with hard labour, while women preventing their husbands to do so would 
spend the rest of their lives in jail. 

 1st Ministerial Meeting of Arab-India Cooperation Forum held in Manama. The meeting 
reviewed the achievements of the Arab-Indian cooperation since the establishment of the 
Arab-Indian Co-operation Forum in New Delhi in 2008 and adopted the Manama Declaration. 

 India-France signed 14 Agreements including 36 Rafale Aircraft deal. ISRO and CNES 
implementation agreement on hosting Argos-4 payload on board India's Oceansat-3 satellite 
were inked. 

 Denmark Parliament approved law on seizing valuables from refugees. The law allows 
authorities to seize refugees’ cash and valuables, and delay them from being reunited with 
their families. 

 India-France inked 16 pacts including chopper venture. Holland who is the Chief Guest at 67th 
India’s Republic Day is the fifth French leader to be a chief guest at India’s Republic Day 
celebrations, maximum number from any country so far. 

 Japan lifted nuclear sanctions on Iran. The move will allow Japanese companies to pursue 
investment in Iran's oil and gas industry. 

 Union Cabinet approved MoU between India & UK on cooperation in governance reforms. The 
MoU is part of India’s efforts in seeking international collaboration for initiatives in good 
governance and administrative reforms. 

 Nepal formed 4-member EPG to review agreements with India. The committee will review 
entire gamut of bilateral treaties including the 1950 Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and 
Friendship, which has been the basis of bilateral relations for the last 65 years. 

 US increased H-1B and L-1 petition fees. As per the revision, the petitioners must submit an 
additional fee of 4000 US dollars for certain H-1B visas and 4500 US dollars for certain L-1A 
and L-1B visas. 
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 US, Jordan signed Joint Action Plan on cooperation to counter Nuclear Smuggling. The plan is 
the fourteenth such arrangement the State Department has concluded worldwide, and Jordan’s 
third with a MENA region partner. 

 Kenya published new Broadcast Regulations. Kenya's Communications Authority (KCA) says 
that explicit content has been banned on airwaves between 5am to 10pm. 

 South Korea's Parliament adopted a resolution denouncing DPRK's fourth nuclear test. The 
resolution denounced the DPRK's nuclear test as a serious provocative act threatening the 
lives and safety of South Koreans and Northeast Asia and the world. 

 US introduced measures to combat recruitment of Americans to extremist groups. These 
initiatives aim at halting the extremist groups from radicalising and encourage violence online. 

 California declared state of emergency in Los Angeles after methane gas leak. The leak 
happened at the Southern California Gas Company's Aliso Canyon storage field in Porter Ranch 
of Los Angeles on 23 October 2015. 

 US President Barack Obama unveiled Steps to Reduce Gun Violence. The executive actions will 
require more gun sellers to get licenses and gun buyers to undergo background checks. 

 Sri Lanka, Pakistan signed 8 MoUs to enhance bilateral cooperation. The MoUs were signed 
during Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s visit to Sri Lanka. 

 Union Cabinet gave ex-post facto approval for MoU on BRICS Network University. The MoU 
will help in developing pro-active cooperation among the BRICS nations for the purpose of 
enhancement of scientific research, higher education and information exchange. 
 

  

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- January, 2016 
 

30 |    
www.clatpossible.com 

A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 

circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 

laws of India. 

Appointments-National/International 
                   
Justice Sanjay Mishra appointed as Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh 
 Justice Sanjay Mishra was on 28 January 2016 appointed as 

Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh. His appointment was approved by the 
Supreme Court. The apex court bench comprising Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi and Justice Prafulla C Pant recalled the earlier order dated 16 
December 2015 appointing Justice Virendra Singh for the post 
following the objections raised against Singh's appointment. 

 The Supreme Court in December 2015 passed order appointing 
Justice Virendra Singh as Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh. It was the 
first time that apex court exercised its powers to appoint a Lokayutka, after repeated orders to 
the constitutional authorities of state that it must appoint a new person in the position. 

 The apex court utilised its extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to 
enforce its own orders to do complete justice.  

 However, Singh's appointment aroused objections as Chief Justice had received serious 
complaints against Justice Singh during his tenure as Chairman of Consumer Redressal Forum 
in November 2012. 

 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa won Presidential Election of Portugal 
 Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa on 24 January 2016 won the Presidential election of Portugal. Sousa, 

a centre-right Social Democrats candidate and a former 
journalist, won the election by securing 52 percent of votes. 

 The outcome is likely to help maintain political balance after 
the inconclusive parliamentary ballot in October 2015. His 
closest rival, Socialist Antonio Sampaio da Novoa, conceded 
defeat after picking up around 23 percent of the vote. Left Bloc 
candidate Marisa Matias had 10 percent. 

 Sousa, popularly known as ‘Professor Marcelo’ and aged 67 is the one-time leader of the 
center-right Social democrats. He will succeed President Anibal Cavaco Silva. 

 Earlier in October 2015 presidential election, a centre-right coalition won the most votes but 
lost its overall majority in November 2015. It was replaced by an alliance of left-wing parties 
that rejected its austerity programme in parliament. 

 
IRS officer Atulesh Jindal appointed as Chairman of CBDT 
 Senior revenue service officer Atulesh Jindal on 21 January 

2016 was appointed chairman of Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT). Jindal will succeed A K Jain, who completes his term at 
the end of January 2016. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the 
appointment of Jindal as chairman of the apex policy-making 
body of the income tax department. 

 Jindal is a 1978 batch Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer. He is currently working as member 
(revenue) in the CBDT. He will have a tenure of six-months until he retires in July 2016. 
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 The Central Board of Direct Taxes is a statutory authority functioning under the Central Board 
of Revenue Act, 1963. The officials of the Board in their ex-officio capacity also function as a 
Division of the Ministry dealing with matters relating to levy and collection of direct taxes. 

 The Chairperson of CBDT is the senior-most IRS civil servant in the Government of India. The 
Chairperson of CBDT is the ex officio Special Secretary to the Government of India and also 
cadre controlling authority of the Indian Revenue Service. 

 
India's Dinesh Sharma elected to Board of Directors of AIIB 
 India’s Dinesh Sharma on 17 January 2016 was elected to 

the 12-member board of directors of the China-sponsored 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). A secret ballot 
for the post was held on 16 January 2016. 

 It is the first Board of Directors of AIIB in which 57 nations 
are founding members including India. The inaugural 
meeting of the board of the governors of the AIIB was held 
in Beijing after its formal launch. The meeting approved by-laws, rules and codes of conduct 
for the bank. 

 Union Finance Minister of India Arun Jaitley is the designated governor of the AIIB from the 
country. However, he was represented by Sharma at the meeting. Sharma is currently serving 
as the Additional Secretary of Ministry of Finance. 

 AIIB holds authorised capital of 100 billion US dollars and subscribed capital of 50 billion US 
dollars. It will invest in sectors including energy, transportation, urban construction and 
logistics as well as education and healthcare. 

 China is the largest shareholder with 26.06 percent voting shares. India is the second largest 
shareholder with 7.5 percent followed by Russia with 5.93 percent and Germany with 4.5 
percent. On 16 January 2016, Chinese President Xi Jinping launched AIIB, which is seen as a 
rival to the US-led World Bank, in Beijing. 

 Despite opposition from Washington, US allies including Australia, Britain, German, Italy, the 
Philippines and South Korea have agreed to join the AIIB in recognition of China's growing 
economic influence. 

 
Taiwan elected Tsai Ing-wen as first female President 
 Opposition candidate of Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Tsai Ing-wen on 16 January 2016 

won a landslide victory in Taiwan's presidential election, making her the island's first female 
president. 

 Tsai's commanding victory brings to power DPP, which 
supports Taiwan's formal independence from China, a red line 
for Beijing, which claims the island as its territory. Her victory 
brings the biggest mandate ever won by a DPP president. It is 
the second-ever victory for the DPP since Taiwan split with 
China in 1949. 

 In the 2016 general elections, DPP led by Tsai emerged victorious with 56 percent of the total 
vote share. She defeated Eric Chu of the ruling Kuomintang (KMT) Party that secured 31 
percent vote share. Chu also made the announcement of quitting as KMT head. Taiwan's 
Premier Mao Chi-kuo also resigned. 
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 Born on 31 August 1956 in Taipei, Taiwan, Tsai graduated from the College of Law, National 
Taiwan University in 1978. She obtained a Master of Laws at Cornell University Law School in 
1980 and then a Ph.D. in law at the London School of Economics in 1984. Upon her return to 
Taiwan, she taught law at Soochow University School of Law and National Chengchi University 
both in Taipei, Taiwan. 

 She served as consultant for the Mainland Affairs Council and the National Security Council. 
She also led the drafting team on the Statute Governing Relations with Hong Kong and Macau. 
In 2000, she was given the high-profile appointment of chairperson of the Mainland Affairs 
Council. 

 
Radha Krishna Mathur was sworn in as the 8th Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) 
 Radha Krishna Mathur was sworn in as the 8th Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) of the 

Central Information Commission during January 2016? –Explanation: 62-year old Radha 
 Krishna Mathur became the 8thChief Information Commissioner (CIC) after he was 

administered the oath of office by President Pranab Mukherjee in a function held in the 
Rashtrapati Bhawan on 4 January 2016.  

 Mathur is a former Defence Secretary and he will have tenure of around 3 years. He was 
appointed CIC during December 2015 to succeed the outgoing Vijai Sharma. 

 The CIC heads the Central Information Commission that was established in 2005 under the 
Right to Information Act. The Commission includes one Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) 
and not more than 10 Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of 
India. 

 
Sailesh appointed new Registrar General, Census Commissioner 
 Senior IAS officer Sailesh was appointed as Registrar General and Census Commissioner.  
 Sailesh, a 1985 batch IAS officer of Assam-Meghalaya cadre, is presently Additional Secretary 

in Home Ministry.  
 He has been appointed in place of C Chandramouli, who completed his tenure.  
 The Appointments Committee of Cabinet has approved the appointment of Sailesh as Registrar 

General and Census Commissioner for a period till July 28, 2017, an order issued by 
Department of Personnel and Training said. 

 
Amitabh Kant appointed as CEO of NITI Aayog 
 Amitabh Kant was on 7 January 2016 appointed as the Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of NITI Aayog. His appointment was 
approved by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC). Kant will take over the office of CEO in March 2016, 
when he retires from service. 

 On 1 January 2016, Kant was given the additional charge of the 
CEO of NITI Aayog following the completion of tenure of 
previous CEO Sindhushree Khullar on 31 December 2015. 

 He is a 1980 batch IAS officer of Kerala cadre. Kant is currently serving as the Secretary in the 
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion in the Union Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. 
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 He has also served as the CEO of India’s largest industrial infrastructure project the Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial Corridor Development Corporation. He has also been steering the Union 
Government’s two major campaigns to attract investments and create jobs – Make In India and 
Start Up India. 

 
Devender Kumar Sikri appointed as Chairman of Competition Commission of India 
 Devender Kumar Sikri was on 7 January 2016 appointed as 

Chairman of fair-trade regulator Competition Commission of 
India (CCI). He succeeds Ashok Chawla, whose tenure as the 
Chairman of CCI ended on 7 January 2016 itself. 

 Sikri will have a tenure of about two and half years, i.e. till he 
attains the age of 65 years. 

 Sikri is a former Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of 
Gujarat cadre. He has held various positions in Centre as well as in his cadre state Gujarat. He 
superannuated as Secretary, Department of Justice on 31 July 2013. 

 He had also been Secretary in the Union Ministry of women and child development, Registrar 
General of Census. He also served as the Collector of Rajkot and Jamnagar. 

 
Filippo Grandi takes helm as UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
 Filippo Grandi, a UN official who has worked in refugee and 

political affairs in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, began his 
five-year term as UN High Commissioner for Refugees on 
January 1, succeeding António Guterres whose more than 10 
years in office ended last week. 

 High Commissioner Grandi, who arrived at UNHCR's 
headquarters office in Geneva earlier on Monday (January 4), 
takes up the position at a time of unprecedented displacement 
challenges. Record numbers of people globally are forced to flee war and persecution, 
including more than one million refugees and migrants who crossed the Mediterranean to 
Europe during the past year. 

 Other challenges include critical shortfalls in humanitarian funding, fewer voluntary returns 
than at any time in more than three decades, people staying in exile for longer periods of time 
and the increased politicization of refugee issues in many countries. 

 Grandi, 58, who is from Italy, has worked in international affairs for over 30 years, 27 of them 
with the United Nations. Formerly head of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), he worked prior to that for the UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan (UNAMA) as Deputy Special Representative, following a long career first with 
NGOs and later with UNHCR in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and at the organization's Geneva 
headquarters. 

 

 Noted environmentalist Ravi Chellam on 20 January 2016 took charge as the Executive 
Director of Greenpeace India, a Non-Government Organisation (NGO). Chellam succeeds 
former Executive Director Samit Aich, who had resigned in June 2015 following an internal 
review of the organisation's handling of two sexual harassment cases. 
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 Senior diplomat Pavan Kapoor has been appointed India's ambassador to strategically 
important Israel, where he will succeed Jaideep Sarkar. Mr Kapoor, a 1990 batch Indian 
Foreign Service Officer, is currently India's High Commissioner in Mozambique capital Maputo. 

 Moldovan parliament on 20 January 2016 appointed Pavel Filip as the Prime Minister. He 
would be the third prime minister of Moldova in less than a year. 

 Urjit Patel re-appointed as RBI Deputy Governor for Three Years. Patel is the fourth deputy 
governor and the other three are HR Khan, R Gandhi and SS Mundra. 

 Sailesh appointed as The Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India. Additional 
Secretary of Home Affairs, Sailesh, was appointed as the Registrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India. 

 Achyuta Samanta elected as General President of 105th Indian Science Congress. Samanta is 
also currently serving as member of Executive Council of Indian Science Congress Association 
(ISCA). 

 Atul Sobti took charge as CMD of Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited. His appointment as CMD of 
BHEL was approved by the Union Government in September 2015. 
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Person Resigned/Retired 
 
West Indies’ Shivnarine Chanderpaul retired from international cricket 
 The West Indies batsman Shivnarine Chanderpaul on 22 January 2016 announced his 

retirement from international cricket almost 22 years after making his debut. 
 Chanderpaul had not played for West Indies since May 2015. The West Indies selectors 

dropped him after a weak performance during the three-Test series at home against England. 
 Shivnarine Chanderpaul is the first Indo-Caribbean to play 100 Tests for the West Indies. He 

captained West Indies cricket team in 14 Tests and 16 One 
Day Internationals. 

 His debut match for West Indies was against England in 
March 1994, in his native Guyana, where he made a half-
century on debut. A left-handed batsman, he is well known 
for his unorthodox batting stance, which has been 
described as crab-like. He has scored 20000 runs in 
international cricket. 

 In 2008, he was named as one of the five Cricketers of the Year by the Wisden Cricketers' 
Almanack, and as the Player of the Year by the International Cricket Council. 

 His highest score in Tests was 203 not out and he finished with an average of 51.37, and he 
also posted a top score of 150 in ODIs, finishing with an average of 41.60. 

 

 Olympic gold medalist Matthew Mitcham retired from diving. Mitcham won the 10m platform 
at the 2008 Beijing Games, and also claimed gold in the 10m synchro platform at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. 

 Pakistan Cricketer Imran Farhat retired from International Cricket. He made the 
announcement after getting No-Objection Certificate from Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB). With 
this, he would be eligible to play a T20 tournament for retired cricketers called Masters 
Champions League (MCL). 

 West Indies’ Shivnarine Chanderpaul retired from international cricket. His highest score in 
Tests was 203 not out and he finished with an average of 51.37, and he also posted a top score 
of 150 in ODIs, finishing with an average of 41.60. 
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Sports 
 
Australian Open-2016 
The 2016 Australian Open took place at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia form 
18–31 January 2016. It was the 104th edition of the Australian Open, and the first Grand 
Slam tournament of the year. 
 The result of the tournament is as follows: 
Men’s Singles 
 Winner: Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 
 Runner: Andy Murray (United Kingdom) 
Women’s Singles 
 Winner: Angelique Kerber (Germany) 
 Runner: Serena Williams (United States) 
Men’s Doubles 
 Winner: Jamie Murray (United Kingdom) and Bruno Soares ( Brazil) 
 Runner:Daniel Nestor (Canada) and  Radek Stepanek (Czech Republic) 
Women’s Doubles 
 Winner: Martina Hingis (Switzerland)  and Sania Mirza (India) 
 Runner: Andrea Hlavackova and Lucie Hradecka (Both from Czech Republic) 
Mixed Doubles 
 Winner:Elena Vesnina (Russia) and Bruno Soares (Brazil) 
 Runner: Coco Vandeweghe (United states) and HoriaTecau (Romania) 
 This was Djokovic 11th Grand Slam title of his career and his sixth title in Australian Open. 
 With this win, Djokovic equaled the world record of six titles won by Australian Roy 

Emerson, who won these titles between 1961 and 1967. 
 This was first Grand Slam title of career for Angelique Kerber and she became the second 

German player after Steffi Graf to win Australian Open. 
 Sania-Hingis’s pair won their 36th consecutive matches, which is a world record. This was 

third consecutive Grand Slam titles for them. Before this the pair won the title of Wimbledon 
and US Open in 2015. 

 
Navneet Kaur, Santosh Kadale won gold in Senior National Rowing Championship 
 Punjab’s Navneet Kaur on 28 January 2016 won two gold 

medals in the 34th Senior National Rowing Championship at 
Hussainsagar Lake, Hyderabad. It was her maiden gold at the 
country’s highest level in the senior category. 

 Kaur took 8:26.83 seconds to take the first place in the 
2000mts Open Single Scull. Later, Navneet and Harpreet Kaur 
won the women’s doubles sculls timing 7:42.94 seconds. 

 In the men single scull, Nasik’s Santosh Kadale won his maiden 
national gold. 

 Host Telangana men team had to be contended with a silver in the Open Men’s Coxless while K 
Tejeshwar Reddy bagged a bronze medal for Andhra Pradesh in single scull. 

 
FIH Hockey Stars Awards 2015 announced 
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 The International Hockey Federation (FIH) on 26 January 2016 
announced the winners of its Hockey Stars awards for 2015. 
The Netherlands' Robert Van der Horst and Lidewij Welten won 
the men's and women's FIH Player of the Year awards, 
respectively, for their performances in 2015. 

 Goalkeeper of the year (Women) - Joyce Sombroek (The Netherlands) 
 Goalkeeper of the year (Men) - David Harte (Ireland) 
 Rising Star of the Year (Women) - Lily Owsley (Great Britain) 
 Rising Star of the Year (Men) - Chrisopher Rühr (Germany) 
 The FIH Player of the Year Awards are awarded annually by the International Hockey 

Federation to the male and female field hockey players adjudged to be the best in the world. 
 The awards were established in 1998 and have been awarded annually ever since. 
 In 2001, the FIH Young Player of the Year award was created, to be awarded to the best young 

field hockey player of the year. 
 
India won Blind T20 Asia Cup 
 India on 24 January 2016 won the first T20 Asia cup cricket 

for Blind. In the final clash played at Jawaharlal Nehru 
stadium of Kochi, India defeated Pakistan by 44 runs.  

 Batting first, India scored 208 runs in 20 over whereas 
Pakistan was restricted to 164 runs in 18.2 over. 

 So far, Pakistan was unbeaten in this tournament and had 
defeated India by 19 runs in the group stages. 

 
Sindhu wins Malaysia Masters title 
 Two-time World Championship bronze-medallist, India’s 

P.V. Sindhu made a rousing start to the new season as she 
clinched the Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold title after 
defeating Scotland’s Kristy Gilmour in straight games in the 
final in Penang. 

 The third seeded Indian had lost to Gilmour in 2013 French 
Open in their only meeting but she showed why she is 
considered to be one of India’s most revered women’s singles shuttler as she avenged her loss 
with a dominating 21-15 21-9 win in a 32-minute clash to clinch her fifth Grand Prix Gold title. 

 This is her second Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold title, having won it in 2013 as well. She 
also completed a hat—trick at the Macau Open Grand Prix Gold in November last year. 

 
Indian driver Jehan Daruvala won Lady Wigram Trophy motor 
race 
 Sahara Force India Academy racer Jehan Daruvala on 16 January 

2016 won one of New Zealand's most prestigious events, the Lady 
Wigram Trophy. It was Daruvala’s maiden victory in Formula cars 
since making the switch from karting in 2015. 

 In August 2015, Daruvala won Rookie of the Year at the Formula 
Renault 2.0 NEC series championships in the Netherlands. 
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 The Lady Wigram Trophy is a New Zealand motorsport race trophy formerly awarded to the 
winner of the Wigram Airfield race. 

 It made up part of the Tasman Series and classes like Formula Holden, Formula 5000, Formula 
Pacific and Formula Three. 

 Formula 1 greats like Jackie Stewart, Jack Brabham, Stirling Moss, Jim Clark and Bruce 
McLaren were all former winners of the Lady Wigram Trophy. 

 
Delhi Acers defeated Mumbai Rockets to clinch Premier Badminton League title 
 Delhi Acers on 17 January 2016 emerged victorious over Mumbai Rockets by 4-3 in the 

summit clash to clinch the Premier Badminton League (PBL) title. 
The match was held at the Siri Fort Sports Complex in New Delhi. 

 Tommy Sugiarto, men's doubles pair of Koo Kien Keat and Tan 
Boon Heong, and Rajiv Ouseph won their respective matches as 
Delhi grabbed the trophy and a winner's cheque of 3 crores 
rupees. 

 Premier Badminton League is a franchise league, managed and 
commercially owned by the Badminton Association of India. PBL 
was earlier named Indian Badminton League (IBL) when it was founded in 2013. 

 IBL was later rechristened to Premier Badminton League before the start of 2nd Season in 
2016. The objective of the tournament is to bring top Indian players along with International 
players on the same platform. 

 Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar is the brand ambassador of the league. 
 
Sania Mirza-Martina Hingis juggernaut continues, win Sydney International title 
 Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis’ awe-inspiring run continued 

unabated as they lifted their second trophy of the season with 
the WTA Apia International title after clinching their 30th win a 
row, in Sydney. 

 The triumph over Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mladenovic 
though was not without initial hiccups as the top seeds lost the 
first set meekly before eking out a 1-6 7-5 10-5 win in one hour 
and 13 minutes. 

 The world number one team trailed 1-6 2-5 at one stage but they yet again came out 
unscathed, levelling the second set 5-5 and then sealed it to stretch it to a Super tie-breaker. 

 The US open and Wimbledon champions raced to a 8-3 lead in the decider and clinched the 
issue comfortably to stretch their unbeaten run to an incredible 30 matches. 

 It was the 11th title together for the Indo-Swiss pair as continuing the good show from 2015 
when they won 9 titles including the year-end WTA finale. 

 
 
 
ICC announces MoneyGram as Event Partner; signs 8-year deal 
 The ICC and MoneyGram International, a leading global 

provider of money transfer services, announced an eight-year 
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deal which confirms MoneyGram as an event partner for ICC events from 2016-2023. 
 A media release by ICC stated, “The ICC and MoneyGram recently completed a successful five-

year partnership, which began with the ICC World Twenty20 West Indies 2010, concluding 
with the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015. 

 “In the current eight-year cycle, the alliance promises to reach greater heights, as the ICC will 
stage an impressive 17 tournaments, including six majors — two ICC World Twenty20 
tournaments, two editions of the ICC Champions Trophy and two ICC Cricket World Cups.” 

 Commenting on the partnership, ICC Chief Executive David Richardson said:“I am delighted 
that MoneyGram International has decided to continue to support cricket by extending its 
partnership with the ICC. 

 “The extension says much about the value of our events at which we continue to strive to 
create an unforgettable experience for fans from all around the world. Sponsors are the lifeline 
for any sport and on behalf of the ICC, I thank MoneyGram for their continued support.” 

 
Stanislas Wawrinka won third consecutive Chennai Open title 
 Stanislas Wawrinka on 10 January 2016 won his Chennai Open 

title. In the summit clash at the Nungambakkam tennis stadium 
of Chennai, he defeated Croatian Borna Coric 6-3, 7-5. This is the 
fourth Chennai Open title for the Swiss player and the third 
consecutive win, who first won it in 2011. 

 He extended his run of dominance in Chennai to a 12-match win 
streak, including 24 consecutive sets won. 

 The Swiss completed the first three-peat in tournament history, becoming the ninth different 
active player to do so at an ATP World Tour event. 

 The 30 year old notched his 12th tour-level crown overall and eighth on hard courts.With this 
win, Wawrinka lifted the cup and got the award money of 75700 US dollars and got away with 
250 ATP ranking points. 

 
Sania Mirza-Martina Hingis clinch Brisbane International title 
 Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis carried the dominance of 2015 into the new season, winning 

their sixth consecutive title by lifting the WTA Brisbane trophy, 
here. The top seeds quelled the challenge of German wildcards 
Angelique Kerber and Andrea Petkovic 7-5, 6-1 in mere 69 
minutes. 

 Sania and Martina, the world number one team, have now 
stitched a 26-match winning streak together, which has 
brought them six titles in a row at the US Open, Guangzhou, 
Wuhan, Beijing, WTA Finals and now here. 

 It is the longest winning streak since Italians Sara Errani and Roberta Vinci's 25 in a row in 
2012. Sara and Roberta had won five titles in a row, at Barcelona, Madrid, Rome, the French 
Open and 's-Hertogenbosch. 

 The Indo-Swiss pair drew the first blood by breaking the rivals in the second game but the joy 
was short-lived as Kerber and Petkovic reeled off four straight games to take a 4-2 lead in the 
opening set. 
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 The top seeds controlled the game better in the second set, racing to a 3-0 lead by breaking 
their rivals in the second game. It was a cakewalk for them from there, losing only one game 
before closing the match in their favour. 

 
Australia pulled out of U-19 World Cup in Bangladesh due to safety concerns 
 Australia on 5 January 2016 withdrew from the Under-19 

World Cup Tournament in Bangladesh. It pulled-out citing 
security reasons. The decision was announced by Cricket 
Australia CEO James Sutherland who said the decision was 
taken after monitoring the security situation in Bangladesh.  

 The tournament is scheduled to happen from 22 January to 14 
February 2016. ICC announced that Australia will be replaced 
by Ireland team – the runners-up in the qualifying tournament 
in Kuala Lumpur in October 2015. 

 The first matches of the event will start on 27 January 2016 in which England will play against 
Fiji and Bangladesh will play against South Africa. It will be the eleventh edition of the Under-
19 Cricket World Cup, and the second to be held in Bangladesh, after the 2004 event. 

 Earlier in October 2015, Cricket Australia had cancelled senior men's Test tour of Bangladesh 
for similar reasons. It seems that the decision was made after a series of militant violent 
attacks in the country since September 2015, including the shooting of three foreigners, two of 
whom died. 

 
Lodha panel proposes drastic reforms for BCCI, IPL CEO given clean chit 
 The Supreme Court-appointed Lodha Committee recommended sweeping reforms for the 

controversy-ridden BCCI, suggesting a bar on ministers from occupying positions, putting a 
cap on the age and tenure of the office-bearers and legalising betting. 

 In a series of drastic reforms, the three-member panel, headed 
by Justice (Retd) R M Lodha, also suggested one unit should 
represent one state, while taking away the voting rights of 
institutional and city-based units. The committee also 
suggested the restructuring of the BCCI’s administrative set-
up, proposing the position of a CEO accountable to a nine-
member apex council. 

 Among the most sensational recommendations by the Lodha panel was the suggestion to 
legalise betting. The panel felt that the move would help curb corruption in the game and 
recommended that except for players and officials, people should be allowed to place bets on 
registered sites. 

 “Regarding the IPL, the recommendation is that the chief governing body will be known as the 
Governing Council, which will comprise nine members. The Secretary and the Treasurer of the 
BCCI will be ex-officio members of this IPL governing council,” Justice Lodha said. 

 “The Governing Council of IPL will be entitled to take all decisions concerning IPL, which 
includes decisions relating to financial matters. However, the Governing Council will be 
answerable to the general body of the BCCI. So limited autonomy is proposed for the IPL GC,” 
he added. 
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Apurvi Chandela sets a world record to win gold at Swedish Grand Prix 
 Indian shooter Apurvi Chandela broke the world record on 

way to winning gold in the women's 10 metre air rifle event at 
the Swedish Cup Grand Prix. Chandela shot 211.2 in the event 
held to surpass the feat of Chinese Olympic gold medallist Yi 
Siling, who held the record with 211. 

 The result marked a positive start for Chandela, who has 
already won an Olympic quota place for the Rio Olympics. The silver and bronze went to 
Swedish shooters Astrid Steffensen (207.6) and Stine Nielsen (185.0). 

 An elated Chandela said: "This gold at Sweden has further strengthened my resolve to bag a 
medal at the Rio Olympics this year. The support, encouragement and wishes received from 
my well wishers from Rajasthan has stood me in good stead in various international 
tournaments." 

 Chandela had won the gold at the National Championships in the Capital last month. She had 
won an Olympic quota place for India after winning a bronze at the ISSF World Cup in 
Changwon, South Korea, in April. 

 
Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi wins Ballon d'Or award for world's best player for fifth 
time 
 The Barcelona and Argentina forward finished ahead of Ronaldo 

and Brazil forward Neymar as he scooped the award for the fifth 
time overall, having previously won it four years in a row from 
2009 to 2012. Messi helped Barcelona to a Spanish league, 
domestic cup and Champions League treble plus the Club World 
Cup and also led Argentina to the Copa America final, where they 
lost to Germany. 

 "It's incredible, much more than anything I dreamed of as a kid," said Messi as he received the 
award. "I want to thank my team-mates, without them none of this would have been possible." 
Barcelona's Luis Enrique was voted coach of the year. 

 United States World Cup winner Carli Lloyd, who scored a hat-trick in the final against Japan, 
was named women's player of the year. Ronaldo ended last season trophyless with Real 
Madrid, although he helped Portugal qualify for Euro 2016. 

 Neymar won a treble alongside Messi at Barcelona but had a less happy time with Brazil, 
receiving a four-match international ban after he was sent off during the Copa America. 
Brazilian footballer Wendell Lira received the Puskas Award for best goal of the year, for his 
bicycle kick goal for Goianesia against Atletico-GO in March 2015. 

 
India won the 2015 SAFF championships 
 India on 3 January 2016 won of the South Asian Football 

Federation Cup (SAFF) championships. In the title clash played at 
Trivandrum International Stadium of Kerala, India defeated 
defending champions Afghanistan 2-1. 

 Half time saw both the teams’ goal-less. At the end of a breathless 
normal second half, both India and Afghanistan were 1-1. 
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 For India, the first goal was scored by Jeje Lalpehlua. In the ongoing extra time, Indian captain 
Sunil Chhetri scored a goal to help India lead 2-1. 

 India has been the most successful side in the tournaments history by winning the title in 
seven of the 11 editions. Afghans won their first title in 2013. 

 

 Graham Xavier Ford named chief coach of Sri Lanka for his second stint. Earlier, in January 
2012, he was appointed as the head coach of the Sri Lanka national team, replacing Geoff 
Marsh and was in the post for two-year term till January 2014 and he declined to extend his 
tenure in September 2013. 

 Navneet Kaur, Santosh Kadale won gold in Senior National Rowing Championship. Kaur took 
8:26.83 seconds to take the first place in the 2000mts Open Single Scull. Later, Navneet and 
Harpreet Kaur won the women’s doubles sculls timing 7:42.94 seconds. 

 Ishika Shah won 12th Sub-Junior National Snooker championship title. To win the title, she 
defeated Anushi Seth by 50-2, 50-33 in the final match held in Indore. 

 Adam Lewis headed Independent Review Panel set up to safeguard integrity in Tennis. The 
panel will review and report on the appropriateness and effectiveness of the Tennis Anti-
Corruption Program (TACP) and suggest recommendations for change. 

 Izumo Takuto and Zhu Chengzhu won ITTF World Junior Circuit Finals. The three-day event 
came to its conclusion when Takuto hardly dropped a sweat beating Carlos Vedriel from Spain 
4-0 in a one-sided final while Zhu overcame stiff resistance to beat Park Seri of Korea 4-2. 

 Australia won five-match ODI series against India, 4-1. This is the first time that any team has 
chased more than 300 runs to complete victory against Australia in their own den. 

 Indian Olympic Association signed 2-year marketing deal with Infinity Optimal Solutions. This 
is the first time in the history of IOA that any professional sports marketing agency has been 
appointed to generate sponsorship revenues for Indian athletes. 

 Uttar Pradesh won 2014-2015 Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. It was Uttar Pradesh’s ninth straight 
win in the tournament, including five in the preliminary league phase and three more in the 
super league stage. 

 BCCI banned Ajit Chandila & Hiken Shah for involvement in 2013 IPL spot-fixing scandal. Ajit 
Chandila was banned for life, while Hiken Shah was banned for 5 years from playing or 
representing cricket in any form or to be associated in any way with the activities of the Board 
or its affiliates. 

 Ronnie O'Sullivan defeated Barry Hawkins to win sixth Snooker Masters title. O'Sullivan had 
previously won the event in 1995, 2005, 2007, 2009 and 2014, equalling the record set by 
Stephen Hendry. 

 Viktor Troicki defeated Grigor Dimitrov to win 2016 WTA Apia International Sydney title. 
Troicki defeated Bulgaria’s Dimitrov by 2–6, 6–1, 7–6, (9–7) score in the final match played at 
Sydney, Australia. The Serbian player has become the fourth player in the Open era to claim 
back-to-back Sydney International titles. 
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 Marat Safin inducted into International Tennis Hall of Fame. The Russian tennis player was 
announced as a candidate for the induction into the Hall of Fame in October 2015 together 
with Belgium's Justine Henin, a former women's singles No.1. 

 Ronaldinho announced as Brand Ambassador of Nagjee International Club Football 
Tournament. It is the first time that top European and Latin American clubs are coming to 
India for a tournament. 

 FIFA dismissed Secretary General Jerome Valcke. Frenchman Valcke was provisionally 
suspended from football for his alleged involvement in a scheme to profit from the sale of 
World Cup tickets. 

 Hashim Amla resigned as Test captain of South Africa. Amla was named Graeme Smith's 
replacement as captain in mid-2014 and this was his sixth series in charge. 

 Pranav Dhanawade became first ever to score 1000 runs in a cricket innings. The epic knock 
ended when his school declared at 1465/3, which is also a world record. 

 ONGC won 26th Lal Bahadur Shastri Hockey tournament. To win the title, the ONGC defeated 
Indian Railways 3-0 on penalties in the final match held at the Shivaji Stadium in New Delhi. 

 India won the 2015 SAFF championships. India has been the most successful side in the 
tournaments history by winning the title in seven of the 11 editions. Afghans won their first 
title in 2013. 
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Honours/ Awards 
 
73rd Annual Golden Globe Awards announced in California 
 The 73rd Annual Golden Globe Awards ceremony was organized at Beverly Hills, California, 

United States (US).  
 Golden Globe Awards are the annual awards that honour 

the best in Motion Pictures and Television for the 
previous year. In this edition of awards, The Revenant 
won the maximum 3 awards followed by The Martian and 
Steve Jobs winning 2 awards each.  

 The winners of various awards are as follows:   
 Best Motion Picture Drama: The Revenant.  
 Best Motion Picture Musical/Comedy: The Martian.  
 Best Director in Motion Picture-Drama: Alejandro Inarritu for The Revenant.  
 Best Actor in Motion Picture-Drama: Leonardo DiCaprio for The Revenant.  
 Best Actress in Motion Picture-Drama: Brie Larson for Room.  
 Best Actor in Motion Picture or Musical or Comedy: Matt Damon for The Martian.  
 Best Actress in Motion Picture Musical or Comedy: Jennifer Lawrence for Joy.  
 Best Actor in a Supporting role in Motion Picture: Sylvester Stallone for Creed.  
 Best Actress in a Supporting role in Motion Picture: Kate Winslet for Steve Jobs.  
 Best Original Score Motion Picture: Ennio Morricone for The Hateful Eight.  
 Best Foreign Language Film: Son of Saul (Hungary). 
 
61st Britannia Filmfare Awards  
 The grand Annual 61st Britannia Filmfare Awards event was organized in Mumbai, 

Maharashtra. Bajirao Mastani with 8 awards was the film wining 
highest number of awards.  

 Awards in various categories are  
 Best Actor: Ranveer Singh (Bajirao Mastani).  
 Best Actress: Deepika Padukone (Piku).  
 Best Film: Bajirao Mastani.  
 Best Director: Sanjay Leela Bhansali (Bajirao Mastani).  
 Lifetime Achievement: Moushumi Chatterjee.  
 Best Actor in a Supporting Role (Female): Priyanka Chopra (Bajirao mastani) 
 
DSC Prize for South Asian Literature - 2016 
 Indian author Anuradha Roy on 16 January 2016 won the 

prestigious DSC Prize for South Asian Literature for her novel 
Sleeping on Jupiter at the Galle Literary Festival in Sri Lanka. 

 Roy was awarded the prize and a unique trophy by Sri Lankan 
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe. 

The six shortlisted authors in contention for the prestigious 
prize were: 
 UK-based Indian-origin author Akhil Sharma for Family Life 
 KR Meera's Hangwoman (Translated by J Devika) 
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 Mirza Waheed's The Book of Gold Leaves 
 Neel Mukherjee's The Lives of Others   
 Raj Kamal Jha for She Will Build Him A City 
About DSC Prize for South Asian Literature 
 The DSC Prize for South Asian Literature is a literary prize awarded annually to writers of any 

ethnicity or nationality writing about South Asia with themes such as culture, politics, history 
or people. 

 The prize was instituted by DSC Limited, an Indian infrastructure and construction company. 
 It is for an original full-length novel written in English, or translated into English. 
 The winner of the prize receives 2800000 rupees (about 50000 US dollars). 
 In 2015, Jhumpa Lahiri won the prize for her novel The Lowland. Cyrus Mistry won it for 

Chronicle of a Corpse Bearer in 2014. 
 
Nisid Hajari won 2016 William E. Colby Award for Best Military Book 
 Nisid Hajari on 28 January 2016 won the 2016 William E. Colby Award 

for his book, Midnight’s Furies: The Deadly Legacy of India’s Partition. 
 Hajari will be presented with the award and honorarium at Norwich 

University, the USA in April 2016. 
 The Midnight’s Furies: The Deadly Legacy of India’s Partition covers the 

1947 partition of India and the violence that surrounded that event. 
Hajari oversees Asia coverage for Bloomberg View, the editorial page of 
Bloomberg News. 

 Prior to working at Bloomberg, he spent 10 years as a top editor at 
Newsweek International and Newsweek magazine in New York, during 
which the magazine won over 50 awards for its international coverage. 

 From 1997 to 2001, he helped to create TIME’s first Asian edition in Hong Kong, winning two 
General Excellence Awards from the Society of Publishers in Asia. He helped edit the best-
selling essay collection, Reimagining India: Unlocking the Potential of Asia’s Next Superpower. 
He has appeared as a commentator on foreign affairs for CNN, BBC, and National Public Radio. 
He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 

 
Chennupati Jagadish, Jay Chandra honoured with Order of Australia 
 Chennupati Jagadish and Jay Chandra, Indian-origin persons, were on 26 January 2016 

honoured with the Order of Australia, highest civilian honour of Australia on the occasion of 
the Australia Day. They were awarded for their contribution in the fields of physics, 
engineering and medicine. 

 Chennupati Jagadish is an eminent professor at Australian National University (ANU) in 
Canberra. He was conferred with the award for his eminent service to physics and engineering, 
particularly in the field of nanotechnology. 

 
Henri Tiphagne selected for Amnesty International Human Rights Award 2016 
 Indian lawyer and human rights defender Henri Tiphagne on 26 January 2016 was selected for 

the 8th Human Rights Award by Amnesty International Germany. 
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 The award is a recognition of Tiphagne’s exceptional commitment to human rights. He will be 
conferred with the award at an official ceremony on 25 April 2016 at the Maxim Gorki Theatre 
in Berlin, Germany. 

 Henri Tiphagne is the founder of the organization People’s Watch, one of the most notable 
human rights organizations in India. 

 
Rekha honoured with 3rd National Yash Chopra Memorial Award 
 Veteran Bollywood actress Rekha on 25 January 2016 was honoured with the third Yash 

Chopra Memorial Award in Mumbai. 
 Maharashtra Governor C Vidyasagar Rao presented the award to the actress in recognition of 

her talent and contribution to the film industry. 
 The actress was born on 10 October 1954 as Bhanu Rekha 

Ganesan in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. She started her career in 
1966 as a child actress in the Telugu film Rangula Ratnam. Her 
film debut as a lead happened with Sawan Bhadon in 1970. 

 She has won three Filmfare Awards, two for Best Actress and 
one for Best Supporting Actress, for her roles in Khubsoorat, 
Khoon Bhari Maang and Khiladiyon Ka Khiladi, respectively. Her portrayal of a classical 
courtesan in Umrao Jaan won her the National Film Award for Best Actress. In 2010, she was 
honoured with the Padma Shri by the Government of India. 

 The National Yash Chopra Memorial Award was instituted by the TSR Foundation of T 
Subbarami Reddy in the memory of the producer-director Yash Chopra, who died in 2012. 

 
Delhi-based writer Ankita Anand won the Lorenzo Natali Media Prize for work on Khap 
panchayats 
 An independent Delhi-based writer Ankita Anand on 14 

January 2016 won the European Commission's prestigious 
Lorenzo Natali Media Prize for 2015 in Asia and the Pacific 
amateur category. 

 She earned the award for her sensitive portrayal of life for 
young women facing the threat of the diktat of khap 
panchayats in Haryana with the title Stirrings beneath the 
peepul published in the journal The Equator Linel. 

 Arison Tamfu, an editor for the Cameroon Journal, won the Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize for a 
critical investigative report on how UN Climate change negotiations that are calling on nations 
to switch from fossil fuels to renewable energy are going to affect the development of African 
communities living where the resources are found with the title Africa’s billions might be 
buried forever. 

 It is organized by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for International 
Cooperation and Development since 1992. It is awarded to journalists for outstanding 
reporting on development and poverty eradication. The Prize is divided into two distinct 
categories: amateur and professional journalism. An independent jury will identify one winner 
per category and per region. 
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 The Regions are Africa, the Arab world and the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America 
and the Caribbean and Europe. Each winner of the prize will be granted 5000 Euros. The 
Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize of an additional 5000 Euros will be awarded to one of the winners. 

 
Subhashini Vasanth honoured with Neerja Bhanot Award 
 Bengaluru-based activist Subhashini Vasanth on 13 January 2016 was honoured with Neerja 

Bhanot Award. She was presented the award for her endeavour to help 
people in distress and for empowering widows of martyrs and their 
families across the country. Bollywood actor Sonam Kapoor presented 
the award to Vasanth at a ceremony held in Chandigarh. 

 Subhashini Vasanth lost her husband Col Vasanth V, who was 
posthumously awarded the Ashok Chakra in 2008 for his selfless, 
supreme sacrifice while fighting terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir. Since 
the death of her husband, she has been helping the families of martyrs. 

 She started the Vasantharatna Foundation in memory of her husband. The foundation provides 
education scholarships, conducted empowerment programmes and outbound learning 
programmes for women and children. Subhashini is also a Bharatnatyam exponent known for 
her intense abhinaya and immaculate footwork. She and Veena Prasad have co-authored the 
biography of Col Vasanth, titled Forever Forty. 

 The Neerja Bhanot Award is an award of recognition conferred once a year by the The Neerja 
Bhanot Pan Am Trust in India. It is awarded to an Indian woman, subjected to social injustice, 
who faces the situation with grit and determination and extends help to other women in 
similar distress. 

 The annual Neerja Bhanot Award was instituted in 1990 and named in honour of Senior Flight 
Purser, Neerja Bhanot, who saved hundreds of lives while sacrificing her own, during a Pan Am 
Flight 73 hijack at Karachi Airport in September 1986. 

 
UNICEF presented David Beckham with Danny Kaye Humanitarian Leadership Award 
 David Beckham on 12 January 2016 was presented with the Danny Kaye Humanitarian 

Leadership Award at the sixth biennial UNICEF Ball in Los Angeles. Sir Elton John and David 
Furnish presented the award to Beckham at the event, 
honouring him for his tireless work to save and improve the 
lives of children around the world. 

 Beckham has been a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador since 
2005. In 2015, the footballer launched 7: The David Beckham UNICEF Fund, making a personal 
commitment to use his voice, influence and connections to raise vital funds and rally for lasting 
change for children. 

 The Danny Kaye Humanitarian Leadership Award is named after Danny Kaye, star of Hans 
Christian Andersen and White Christmas. Kaye was one of the world’s most beloved 
entertainers. He was the first ever celebrity representative for UNICEF, and was a Goodwill 
Ambassador from 1954 until his death in 1987. 

 
 
 
Indian-origin cancer expert Harpal Singh Kumar knighted 
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 An Indian-origin cancer research expert Harpal Singh Kumar 
was honoured with a Knighthood from Queen Elizabeth II for 
his influential work on prevention and treatment of cancer. Mr. 
Singh’s name has appeared in the 2015 New Year’s Honours 
list that includes several other Indian-origin individuals. 

 Harpal Singh Kumar was born in India in 1965. He had founded 
Nexan Group, a venture capital-backed medical devices 
company in 1997. Later he had joined Cancer Research 
Technology Limited (CRTL) as chief executive in 2002 and was 
promoted as COO of Cancer Research UK in 2004. 

 He is the chairman of the Board at the National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) and also 
chairman of the Cancer Outcomes Strategy Advisory Group (COSAG) in England. He has won 
the Mobil Prize, Metal Box Prize, and Hughes Prize. 

 Knighthood is one of the highest honours bestowed upon an individual in the UK and it doesn’t 
carry any military obligations to the sovereign. The knighthoods are conferred by the Queen or 
a member of the Royal Family acting on her behalf in Britain. Queen usually presents insignia 
at the ceremony. 
 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Raghuram Rajan was named The Banker magazine's 
Global and Asia-Pacific Central Bank Governor of the Year 2015, for stabilising the Indian 
rupee, initiating key reforms to attract much needed foreign capital in the country and reining 
in a runaway price appreciation. The Banker is a prestigious monthly magazine of the Financial 
Times Group. 

 Foremost south Indian classical vocalists Sanjay Subrahmanyam has conferred with 
prestigious 2015 Sangita Kalanidhi award. The prestigious award was bestowed upon him by 
renowned mathematician Manjul Bhargava at 89th annual conference of the Madras Music 
Academy in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 Prince Mahidol Award 2015 conferred in Bangkok. The award was presented at the Grand 
Palace in Bangkok by the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on behalf of the King of Thailand 
Bhumibol Adulyadej. 

 Rod Laver honoured with Companion of the order of Australia. So far, Don Bradman and Herb 
Elliott were the only other two sportsmen who were conferred with the honour. 

 Australian batsman David Warner won Allan Border Medal 2016. Warner also won the Test 
Player of the Year Award with 30 votes ahead of Smith on 24. 

 Ashok Chakra awarded posthumously to Lance Naik Mohan Nath Goswami. He exhibited the 
most outstanding gallantry in personally killing two terrorists and also assisted in neutralizing 
another two and saved the lives of three of his wounded colleagues in a fierce encounter with 
four terrorists at Kupwara district of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Kerala dentist Sajeev Koshy honoured with Order of Australia. Koshy was given the award for 
his service to dentistry in Victoria, Australia. He was honoured on the Australia Day Awards 
2016, by the Governor General of Australia. 
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 National Bravery Awards 2015 presented to 25 Children. The awards are presented by the 
Prime Minister of India prior to Republic Day and the children then participate in the Republic 
Day Parade. 

 National e-Governance Awards 2015-16 conferred. These awards are given for the outstanding 
achievement in the field of e-governance and were conferred during the valedictory function of 
19th National e-governance conference held in Nagpur on 21-22 January 2016. 

 Rahul Thakkar won an Oscar Award for technical achievement. He shares the award with 
Richard Chuang in the category ofgroundbreaking design of the DreamWorks Animation Media 
Review System. 

 Dr Jancy James selected for Prof MV Pylee Award for the Distinguished Academician of India. 
The award was instituted by Cochin University of Science and Technology in the name of MV 
Pylee who is widely regarded as the father of management education in Kerala. 

 Employees Provident Fund Organization won the National Award on e-Governance 2015-16. 
The EPFO bagged the National Gold Award in the ‘innovative use of technology in e-
governance’ category. 

 Amitabh Bachchan made honorary life member of Mohammedan Sporting. Mohammedan 
Sporting Club was founded in 1891 at Kolkata and is one of the oldest and leading football 
clubs in India. 

 Balkrishna Garg conferred with 2015 Harikrishna Devsare Baalsahitya Award. The award was 
presented by Sahitya Akademi President Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari and National Book Trust 
Chairman Baldeo Bhai Sharma. 

 Kate Atkinson won 2015 Costa Novel Prize for A God in Ruins. With this, Atkinson became the 
first author to receive the Costa novel prize three times: for a God in Ruins in 2016, Life After 
Life in 2013 and Behind the Scenes at the Museum in 1995. 

 DAVA project of Department of Commerce won 2015 eASIA Award. DAVA is an integrated 
platform for implementation of the Track and Trace system both for exports and domestic 
markets of Drugs and Pharmaceuticals. 
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Obituaries 
 
Former Army Chief Gen K V Krishna Rao passes away 
 Former Army Chief General K V Krishna Rao, who played a key role in the 1971 Bangladesh 

Liberation War, died here at the military hospital following a cardiac 
arrest. He was 92. 

 Rao also served as the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir at a time when 
militancy was at its peak in the state. 

 Rao was the 14th Chief of the Army Staff of Indian Army and had an 
illustrious career spanning over four decades in the force. He was 
commissioned into the Army on August 9, 1942. As a young officer, he 
had served in Burma, North West Frontier and Baluchistan during the 
Second World War. 

 During extensive Punjab disturbances in the run up to the partition in 
1947, he served both in East and West Punjab. He also participated in the 1947-48 war against 
Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir. He was a founder Instructor of the National Defence Academy 
during 1949-51. 

 Rao had commanded a brigade in the forward area of Ladakh during 1965-66, an infantry 
division in Jammu Region during 1969-70 and a Mountain Division engaged in counter 
insurgency operations in Nagaland and Manipur during 1970-72. 

 Rao was the governor of Jammu and Kashmir for the first time from July 11, 1989 to January 
19, 1990 and the second time from March 13, 1993 till May 2, 1998. 

 
Hollywood actor Abe Vigoda passed away 
 Actor Abe Vigoda, known for his work in The Godfather and on the television series Barney 

Miller, passed away on 26 January 2016 in New Jersey 
following natural causes. He was 94. He was best known for his 
roles as mobster Tessio in the movie The Godfather. 

 Born in New York, Vigoda made appearances in very early 
television episodes of Suspense and Studio One in Hollywood in 
1949. He made his debut in the cinema through Marcel Carne’s 
1965 effort Three Rooms in Manhattan, but he got his fame when he was cast in The Godfather 
in 1972. 

 On the big screen, he appeared in the 1973 mob drama The Don Is Dead and 1974 crime drama 
Newman’s Law and he reprised his role as Tessio in a flashback in The Godfather: Part II. 

 In 1974, he was cast as the aged, malady-laden and slow-moving cop Phil Fish in TV series 
Barney Miller. His character was so popular that the network launched a spinoff, simply titled 
Fish in 1977. He also appeared as a guest on series including Hawaii Five-O, Kojak, The Bionic 
Woman, The Rockford Files and Eight Is Enough. 

 He also remained a popular character actor in films including Cannonball Run II, Look Who's 
Talking, Joe Versus the Volcano and North. 

 
 
 
Eminent Tabla player Shankar Ghosh passed away 
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 Eminent Tabla player Pandit Shankar Ghosh passed away on 22 
January 2016 in Kolkata following a prolonged illness. He was 
80. He is survived by his wife Sanjukta Ghosh, a classical 
vocalist of Patiala gharana, a son, daughter-in-law and two 
grandsons.  

 Ghosh was trained by legendary Pandit Gyan Prakash Ghosh, 
Ustad Feroz Khan, Pandit Anath Nath Bose and Pandit Sudarshan Adhikari. He followed the 
Farukhabad gharana of Hindustani classical music. 

 He also performed with vocalists such as Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, Pandit Omkarnath 
Thakur, Pandit Vinayakrao Patwardhan, Girija Devi and Akhtari Bai. He also collaborated with 
foreign artists like Greg Ellis, Pete Lockett and John Bergamo. 

 He had also done jugalbandi with celebrated classical musician sitarists Pandit Ravi Shankar 
and Ustad Vilayat Khan. He was awarded the prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in the 
year 2000. 

 He also received the ITC Sangeet Research Academy award and the Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan 
award. 

 
Eminent dancer Mrinalini Sarabhai passes away 
 Eminent danseuse Mrinalini Sarabhai, wife of the late Dr Vikram Sarabhai, father of India’s 

space programme, passed away here following age-related 
health complications. She was 97. 

 Popularly known as “Amma”, the choreography legend is 
survived by her environmentalist son Kartikeya and daughter 
Mallika, well-known dancer and social activist. The former 
President, late Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, protégé of Dr Sarabhai, was 
a close family friend. 

 Ms Sarabhai, a Padma Bhushan awardee for her contributions to Bharatanatyam and other 
classical dance forms, was hospitalised, Kartikeya, said. Her last rites will be performed at 
village Pethapur in Gandhinagar, which she used to visit frequently due to her keen interest in 
handicrafts, for which the village is well-known. 

 Born on May 11, 1918, in Kerala, she was married to Dr. Vikram Sarabhai. Daughter of a former 
Member of Parliament, Ammu Swamimanathan, she spent her childhood in Switzerland, where 
she learnt her first lessons in western dance forms. 

 Subsequently, Mrinalini joined Santi Niketan, founded by Nobel Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore. She also had a stint at the American Academy of Dramatic Acts in the USA. She later 
founded the Ahmedabad-based Darpana Academy of Performing Arts for training youth in 
dance, drama, music and puppetry. She was also a poet, writer and naturalist. She was active at 
the academy until a few years ago. 

 Mrinalini Sarabhai was decorated with many awards and citations in recognition of her 
contribution to the arts. She was credited with training hundreds of students in 
Bharatanatyam, Mohiniyattam and Kathakali. 

 
 
Harry Potter actor Alan Rickman passed away 
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 Actor Alan Rickman, known for films including Harry Potter, Die 
Hard and Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves, died of cancer on 14 
January 2016 in London, England. He was 69. 

 One of the best-loved and most warmly admired British actors 
of the past three decades, Rickman gained wider notice for his 
film performances as Hans Gruber in Die Hard and Severus 
Snape in the Harry Potter film series. 

 Born on 21 February 1946 in Acton, London, Rickman was known for playing a variety of roles 
on stage and screen. His first big break was as the Vicomte de Valmont in the stage production 
of Les Liaisons Dangereuses in 1985, for which he was nominated for a Tony Award. 

 He played romantic leads like Colonel Brandon in Sense and Sensibility and Jamie in Truly, 
Madly, Deeply. However, he often was praised for playing roles of numerous villains in 
Hollywood big-budget films, like German terrorist Hans Gruber in Die Hard and the Sheriff of 
Nottingham in Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves. 

 In 1995, he earned a Golden Globe Award, an Emmy Award and a Screen Actors Guild Award 
for his portrayal of the title character in Rasputin: Dark Servant of Destiny. 

 
Noted Hindi writer Ravindra Kalia passed away 
 Noted Hindi writer and journalist Ravindra Kalia passed away on 9 January 2016 in New Delhi. 

He was 78. Kalia had been suffering from liver cirrhosis. The writer is known for his works like 
Nau Saal Chotti Patni and Ghalib Chutti Sharab. 

 The former Bharatiya Jnanpith director, Kalia was also the 
editor of several literary magazines, including Naya Gyanodaya. 
Born on 11 November 1938 in Jalandhar, Punjab, Kalia was 
mainly famous for writing stories, novels, memoirs and satires. 

 The writer had been honoured with Uttar Pradesh (UP) 
Premchand Memorail Award, UP Sahitya Bhushan Award, UP Lohia Award, Punjab 
Government’s Shiromani award and Pdumlal Bakshi Award of Madhya Pradesh Government. 

 
Maria Teresa de Filippis, first female Formula One driver, died 
 Maria Teresa de Filippis, the first woman to compete in a 

world championship Formula One grand prix, passed away on 
8 January 2016 in Italy. She was 89. 

 De Filippis participated in five World Championship Grands 
Prix; however, she scored no championship points. Although 
she remained largely unsuccessful in her Formula One racing 
career, she is remembered as a pioneer in motor racing, a 
sport dominated by men. 

 Born on 11 November 1926 in Naples, Italy, de Filippis began her racing career at the age of 
22. She won her first race, driving a Fiat 500 on a 10 km drive between Salerno and Cava de' 
Tirreni. 

 She took part in various motor racing events, including hill climbing and endurance racing, 
before being given the chance to drive in Formula One. She finished second in a sportscar race 
supporting the 1956 Naples Grand Prix, driving a Maserati 200S. 
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 On 18 May 1958, she was given the opportunity to enter the Monaco Grand Prix, the second 
round of the 1958 Formula One season, in one of the 250Fs. 

 
Mufti Sayeed passes away, Mehbooba likely to succeed as CM 
 Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, a crafty politician who took on 

the powerful Abdullah family and rose to become the country’s 
first Muslim Home Minister, died at AIIMS here after his 
platelets dropped dangerously. 

 Sayeed, 79, who took charge of the State on March 1 last year 
heading a PDP—BJP alliance, breathed his last this morning after 
remaining on ventilator for the past few days. He was flown 
from Srinagar in a special plane on December 24 and admitted to the AIIMS where he was 
diagnosed with sepsis (life threatening complication of an infection) and pneumonia. During 
hospitalisation his platelets had dropped dangerously, doctors said. 

 He is the second J&K Chief Minister to die in office, the first one being Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah who died on September 8, 1982. Sayeed’s daughter 56-year-old Mehbooba is 
expected to take over as the first woman Chief Minister of the state with PDP leaders throwing 
their weight behind her. But this will require the approval of BJP. 

 Sayeed is survived by his wife, three daughters and a son. Jammu and Kashmir government has 
declared a seven-day mourning and holiday. Flags will be flown at half mast. 

 The mortal remains of the Chief Minister would be flown to Srinagar where the body will be 
kept for people to pay homage. He is likely be buried in his ancestral village Bijbehera in South 
Kashmir, about 48 km from Srinagar. 

 Sayeed took over as chief minister of PDP-BJP coalition on March 1 last year. In the 87-member 
J and K Assembly PDP won 28 seats and BJP 25 while opposition National Conference got 15 
and Congress 12. 

 
Former Chief Justice of India Sarosh Homi Kapadia died 
 Ex-Chief Justice of India Sarosh Homi Kapadia passed away on 

4 January 2016 in Mumbai. He was 68. Kapadia is survived by 
wife and a son and a daughter. 

 Born on 29 September 1947, Kapadia graduated from 
Government Law College, Mumbai. He was enrolled as an 
advocate at the Bombay High Court in 1974. In 1991, he was 
elevated to the Bench as an Additional Judge of the Bombay 
High Court, and in 1993, he was appointed as a Permanent 
Judge. 

 In 2003, he was transferred to the Uttarakhand High Court, where he served a short stint as 
Chief Justice. On 18 December 2003, he was appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court. On 12 
May 2010, he was sworn in as the 38th Chief Justice of India by the President Pratibha Patil. 

 He retired on 29 September 2012. During his tenure as CJI, he served as the Chairman of the 
General Council of the Gujarat National Law University and the Visitor of the National Law 
School of India University. 
 

Saudi Arabian Government on 2 January 2016 executed a top Shia Cleric 
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 Saudi Arabian Government on 2 January 2016 executed a top Shia cleric along with 46 other 
persons after being convicted of terrorism offences. Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr was the name of this 
cleric who was popular among youth and was vocal critic of the Saudi government. 

 Sheikh Nimr was a vocal supporter of the mass antigovernment protests that erupted in 
country’s Eastern Province in 2011, where a Shia majority has long complained of 
marginalisation. He was arrested two years ago and was sentenced to death on 15 October 
2014. 

 Nimr was one of the most popular Shia clerics in Saudi Arab and had mass following amongst 
the youth. Shia-led Iran, the main regional rival of Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia, previously warned 
that executing Sheikh Nimr would “cost Saudi Arabia dearly”. 

 

 Glenn Frey, a founding member and guitarist of the Eagles, one of the most popular and 
commercially successful artists of the 1970s, passed away on 18 January 2016 in New York, 
the USA. He was 67. Frey succumbed to complications from Rheumatoid Arthritis, Acute 
Ulcerative Colitis and Pneumonia. 

 Bollywood actor Rajesh Vivek Upadhyay died on 14 January 2016 due to a heart attack in 
Hyderabad. He was 66. Rajesh was mainly known for his roles in films like Lagaan and Swades. 
Born on 31 January 1949, Rajesh Vivek was best known for his role of the astrologer Guran in 
Lagaan and as the Postman/Postmaster in Swades. He was first introduced in film Junoon, 
which was directed by Shyam Benegal. 

 Former minister and freedom fighter Maheswar Baug died. Former minister and freedom 
fighter Maheswar Baug died on 28 January 2016 at the district headquarter hospital in 
Balasore, Odisha. He was 85. 

 Former India basketball captain Ranbir Chopra died. Chopra had captained the Indian team at 
the first Asian Games in Delhi in 1951. 

 Marvin Minsky, the pioneer of Artificial Intelligence, died. Minsky, a professor emeritus at the 
MIT Media Lab, helped in work that inspired the creation of the personal computer and the 
Internet. 

 Noted Malayalam film actress Kalpana Ranjani died. She made film debut as a child artiste in 
1983 and acted in more than 300 movies in all south Indian languages. She was well known for 
her comedy acting. 

 Italian film director Ettore Scola died. As a filmmaker, he was considered to be among the last 
of a generation of Italian greats with a keen eye for the issues facing his country. 

 Veteran journalist Aroon Tikekar passed away. His career in newspapers started with a job as 
Reference Chief with the Times of India. As Archival Research Chief at the Times of India, he 
was responsible for writing the official history of the 150 years old newspaper. 

 Former Sikkim Governor Ventrapragada Rama Rao passed away. In October 2002, Rao was 
appointed by President of India as the Governor of Sikkim. He served as Governor of Sikkim 
from 2002 to 2007. 
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 Veteran stage actor Brian Bedford passed away. Bedford, who won a Tony Award on his first of 
seven nominations, appeared on the stage and in film, and is known for both acting in and 
directing Shakespeare. 

 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War hero Lieutenant General JFR Jacob died. Lieutenant General 
JFR Jacob (retired), who negotiated the surrender of Pakistani troops in Dhaka, died on 13 
January 2016 after prolonged illness. 

 Legendary artist David Bowie passed away. Bowie was a legendary singer-songwriter and 
producer who excelled at glam rock, art rock, soul, hard rock, dance pop, punk and electronica. 

 Noted Gujarati writer Labshankar Thakar passed away. Apart from being Gujarati poet, 
playwright and story writer he was also an Ayurvedic Practitioner. 

 Oscar-winning cinematographer Vilmos Zsigmond died. Zsigmond was also Oscar nominated 
for Michael Cimino’s The Deer Hunter, Mark Rydell’s The River and Brian De Palma’s The Black 
Dahlia. 

 Veteran CPI leader AB Bardhan passed away. He was the former general secretary of the CPI, 
which is one of the oldest political parties in India. 

 Grammy-winning singer Natalie Cole passed away. Cole, daughter of late jazz legend Nat King 
Cole, was known for carving out her own success with R&B hits like Our Love and This Will Be. 

 Ian Murdock, founder of Debian Linux, passed away. The reason behind his death is unknown; 
however, his last tweets declared an intention to commit suicide. 
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Important Days 

 

 January 9:  Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

 January 11:  Death anniversary of Lal Bahadur Shastri 

 January 12:  National youth Day (Birth Day of Swami Vivekanand) 

 January 15:  Army Day 

 January 23: Netaji Subhashchandra Bose's birth anniversary 

 January 24: National Girl Child Day 

 January 25:  International Customs Duty Day, India Tourism Day, Indian Voter Day 

 January 30:  Mahatma Gandhi's Martyrdom Day; World Leprosy Eradication Day 

 

Foreign Visits / Foreign Visitors 

 

 Visit of Chief Executive Officer and Head of the Council of the Ministers Dr. Abdullah Abdullah 
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to India in between 31st January to 4th February 2016.  

 State Visit of President Francois Hollande of the French Republic to India in between January 
24-26, 2016. 
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Padma Awards – 2016 
 
 Padma Awards - one of the highest civilian Awards of the country, are conferred in three 

categories, namely, Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. The Awards are given 
in various disciplines/ fields of activities, viz.- art, social work, public affairs, science and 
engineering, trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, sports, civil service, etc. 
‘Padma Vibhushan’ is awarded for exceptional and distinguished service; ‘Padma Bhushan’ for 
distinguished service of high order and ‘Padma Shri’ for distinguished service in any field. The 
awards are announced on the occasion of Republic Day every year. 

 
 These awards are conferred by the President of India at ceremonial functions which are held at 

Rashtrapati Bhawan usually around March/ April every year. This year the President of India 
has approved conferment of Padma Awards to 112 persons as per the list below. The list 
comprises of 10 Padma Vibhushan, 19 Padma Bhushan and 83 Padma Shri Awardees.  19 of 
the awardees are women and the list also includes 10 persons from the category of foreigners, 
NRIs, PIOs (include one posthumous) and 4 Posthumous awardees. 

 
Padma Vibhushan 

  

S.No. Name Field State 

1.  Ms. Yamini Krishnamurthi Art- Classical dance Delhi 

2.  Shri Rajinikanth Art-Cinema Tamil Nadu 

3.  Smt. Girija Devi Art-Classical Vocal West Bengal 

4.  Shri Ramoji Rao Literature & Education-
Journalism 

Andhra 
Pradesh 

5.  Dr. Viswanathan Shanta Medicine- Oncology Tamil Nadu 

6.  Shri Shri Ravi Shankar Others-Spiritualism Karnataka 

7.  Shri Jagmohan Public Affairs Delhi 

8.  Dr.Vasudev Kalkunte Aatre Science & Engineering Karnataka 

9.  Shri Avinash Dixit (Foreigner) Literature & Education USA 

10.  Late Shri Dhiru Bhai Ambani 
(Posthumous) 

Trade & Industry Maharashtra 

  
Padma Bhushan 

  

S.No.   Name Field State 

1.  Shri Anupam Kher Art-Cinema Maharashtra 

2.  Shri Udit Narayan Jha Art-Playback Singing Maharashtra 
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3.  Ms. Saina Nehwal Sports-Badminton Telangana 

4.  Ms. Sania Mirza Sports-Tennis Telangana 

5.  Ms. Indu Jain Trade & Industry Delhi 

6.  Late Swami Dayanand Sarawasati (Posthumous) Others-Spiritualism Uttarakhand 

7.  Shri Robert Blackwill (Foreigner) Public Affairs USA 

8.  Shri Pallonji Shapoorji  Mistry (NRI/PIO) Trade & Industry Ireland 

            
Padma Shri 

  

S.No. Name Field State 

1.  Shri Bhikhudan Gadhvi Art- Folk Music Gujarat 

2.  Late Shri Prakash Chand Surana (Posthumous) Art  -Classical Music Rajasthan 

3.  Late Shri  Saeed Jaffrey (NRI/PIO/Posthumous) Art-Cinema UK 

4.  Shri  Ajaypal Singh  Banga (NRI/PIO) Trade & Industry USA 

  
*** 

Source of Information  
 http://pib.nic.in 
 http://india.gov.in 
 http://www.ibef.org 
 http://thehindu.com 
 http://jagranjosh.com 
 http://gktoday.in 
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