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National 
 
PM Modi and Belgian PM Charles Michel Launch Asia's Biggest Telescope 
 Asia's biggest telescope has been launched by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel.  

 This is built by the Aryabhatta Research Institute of 
Observational Sciences (ARIES) with the assistance of 
Belgian. 

 The telescope has been located at a height of 2,500 
metres at Devasthal in Nainital district. The site was 
chosen for getting a clear view of the sky. The telescope 
has mirror of 3.6 m diameter.  

 The telescope facility has been incorporated with high end technology which enables it to be 
operated with the help of remote control from anywhere in the world.  

 ARIES, the largest optical telescope of its kind in Asia. It will be used to study star structures 
and magnetic field structures of stars and astronomical debris.  
 

Raisina Dialogue 2016 kicks off at New Delhi  
 The first Raisina-Dialogue 2016, a flagship conference on 

Geopolitics and Geo-economics began in New Delhi.  
 The three day conference is joint initiative of Union 

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF), an independent think tank based in 
India.  

Key Facts  
 The theme of Raisina-Dialogue 2016 is “Asia: Regional 

and Global Connectivity”. It will enable the MEA to reach 
out to a wider international multi-disciplinary audience.  

 It will focus on Asia’s economic, physical, human and digital connectivity and shall attempt to 
discover challenges and opportunities for the region to manage its common spaces. 

 It will be attended by speakers from 40 countries including Former Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, former Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai and Bangladeshi foreign 
Minister Mahmood Ali.  

 It will provide platform to explore prospects and opportunities for Asian integration as well as 
Asia’s Integration with the whole world.  

 Note: The name of conference comes from Raisina Hill which is the elevation in New Delhi 
where presidential palace of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan is located. The conference has been 
organized on the lines of the Shangri-La Dialogue held in Singapore. 

 
ISRO successfully launches IRNSS-1F satellite  
 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully launched India’s sixth navigation 

Indian Regional Navigational Satellite System (IRNSS) 1F satellite on 10th March, 2016.  
 It was launched by ISRO’s workhorse satellite launch vehicle, PSLV-C32 rocket from Satish 

Dhawan Space Centre (SHAR), Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. It was PLSV’s 34th mission.  
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 IRNSS 1F satellite is part of the space segment satellites of the IRNSS system that has total 
constellation of seven satellites. It has a 12 year mission life. 

 
ISRO TO Launch 22 Satellites in Single Mission 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to script history by launching a record 

number of 22 satellites in a single mission in May 2016.  
 This will include a number of micro and nano ones from 

foreign countries. This mission will flag off from Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre at Srikarikota. 

 In this mission 18 satellites are being launched for 
foreign agencies including those from the U.S., Canada, 
Germany, and Indonesia.  

 Two of the nano-satellites have been developed by the 
Pune Engineering College and Sathyabhama University.  

 These satellites (micro and nano) will be launched using 
ISRO’s workhorse Polar rocket PSLV C34. 

 
112 Would Be The National Emergency Number in India 
 Since long, Indians had to memorize a plethora of 

emergency numbers, based on the situation.  
 Thus, if 100 is the emergency number to contact police, 

then 101 is for fire emergency, 102 is for health 
emergency and 108 is for emergency situation related to 
disasters.  

 Now all these different set of emergency numbers would 
be phased out, and replaced with 112, which would be the default emergency response 
number for any situation in India. 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was, thus, established with effect from 20th 
February 1997 by an Act of Parliament, called the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 
1997, to regulate telecom services, including fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom services 
which were earlier vested in the Central Government. 

 Presently chairman of Trai is R.S Sharma.  
 
Manohar Parrikar flags off India’s first indigenous Sonar Dome 
 India’s first indigenous composites sonar dome, a ship’s underwater eyes and ears, was flagged 

off by Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar from here to be delivered to Mazgaon docks in 
Mumbai. 

 Designed and produced by a Defence and Research Development Organisation (DRDO) lab in 
Pune, the sonar dome is a first of its kind in the country and has been manufactured by a 
composites manufacturing company. 

 This is a huge contribution by Indian Industry to the ‘Make in India’ movement as said by 
Defence Ministry. 

 Only a couple of companies worldwide have the capability of realising such structures. 
 All anti-submarine warfare (ASW) ships have a sonar array fitted to the ship structure below 

the waterline. The sonar functions as the ship’s underwater eyes and ears. It has been designed 
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by Research and Development Establishment (Engineers), a DRDO laboratory based in Pune 
and manufactured by Goa-based composites manufacturing company Kineco. 

 
India’s biggest Defence Expo 2016 begins in Goa  
 India’s biggest ever land, naval and homeland security 

exhibition Defence Expo 2016 began in Goa. The four-day 
biennial event was inaugurated by the Union Defence 
Minister Manohar Parrikar. This for the first time, the 
Expo is being held outside the national capital New Delhi.  

Key Facts  
 Defence Expo 2016 is the 9th edition of the series of 

biennial land, naval and internal homeland security 
systems exhibitions.  

 The 2016 theme is “Rise of Futurism” and its vision is to 
make India prosperous by establishing world class 
science and technology base in defence sector.  

 It also seeks to provide India’s Defence Services decisive edge by equipping them with 
internationally competitive systems and solutions.  

 The Expo will see participation of 1,053 companies from 47 countries including major defence 
production countries like Russia, US, Germany, Italy, Japan and Israel.  

 They will display their warfare ware in their stalls to each other and demonstrate the 
capabilities of their defence equipment. It will also see participation of the major public and 
private sector companies in India including Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO).  

 DRDO will display live demo of Airborne Early Warning & Control System (AEWCS), Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas, Main Battle Tank (MTB) Arjun, Wheeled Armoured Platform 
AKASH, Air Defence System, Pinaka Multi Barrel Rocket Launcher, state of art Radars, and 
other equipment. 

 
Government Permits 100% FDI in Online Marketplaces 
 The government permitted 100% FDI in the marketplace 

format of e-commerce retailing with a view to attract 
more foreign investors.  

 As per the guidelines issued by the Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) on FDI in e-
commerce, foreign direct investment (FDI) has not been 
allowed in inventory-based model of e-commerce.  

 Though the clarification comes in the absence of clear FDI guidelines on various online retail 
models, the online marketplaces in India have already seen large foreign investments by 
several global players.  

 Presently, global online retailer giants like Amazon and ebay are operating online 
marketplaces in India. 

 While home-grown players like Flipkart and Snapdeal have foreign investments even as there 
were no clear FDI guidelines on various online retail models.  
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Prime Minister To Launch "Stand Up India" Scheme On 5th Of April 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is going to inaugurate the 'Stand Up India' scheme on 5th April.  
 The scheme aims to creating jobs and promoting entrepreneurs among SC, ST and women. The 

scheme will loans to these segments at cheaper rates.  
 The Prime Minister Modi will launched the scheme at a function in Noida (UP). 
 According to this scheme PSB will provide the loans facility at the least applicable rate of 

interest with the help of approx 1.25 lakh bank branches.  
 Apart from PSB the private sector bank will also provide the loans between rs. 10 lakh to 1 

crore to atleast one SC, ST and one women entrepreneur. 
 
Government to launch Gram Uday to Bharat Uday Abhiyan from 14th to 24th April, 2016 
 Starting with Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar’s 125th Birth Anniversary on 14th April 2016 and 

culminating in Panchayati Raj Day on 24th April 2016, in the period between 14th April to 
24th April 2016, the Central Government, in collaboration with States and Panchayats, will 
organize a ‘Gram Uday Se Bharat Uday Abhiyan’ (Village Self Governance Campaign).  

 The campaign aims to generate nation-wide efforts to increase social harmony across villages, 
strengthen Panchayati Raj, promote rural development, and foster farmers’ progress.  

 Hon’ble Prime Minister will inaugurate the Gram Uday se Bharat Uday Campaign of 14th April 
2016 at MHOW in Madhya Pradesh.  

 On 24th April 2016 i.e. National Panchayati Raj Day, Hon’ble Prime Minister will address all the 
Gram Sabhas of the country from Jamshedpur, which will be beamed to all the villages in the 
country, where villagers will gather together to listen to the Prime Minister’s address.  

 In the preceding days, between 14th April to 16th April, 2016 a ‘Social Harmony Programme’ 
will be conducted in all Gram Panchayats, supported collaboratively by the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj and the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.  

 
Govt To Create 2.5Lakh Dalit Entrepreneurs Under Stand Up India 
 The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched the  Stand up India Start up India initiative in 

New Delhi in January.  
 The launch by the prime minister was done at the virtual exhibition and interaction with 

Startup entrepreneurs. 
 At the inauguration of the 5th National Industrial & Trade Fair organised by Dalit Indian 

Chamber Commerce & Industry (DICCI) , Union Minister for MSME (Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises) Kalraj Mishra has announced that, Under Stand-up India initiative, each of the 
1.25 lakh bank branches would be encouraged to fund a SC/ST and woman entrepreneurs to 
create 2.5 lakh new entrepreneurs in the country. 

 According to Mishra’s observation the availability of adequate credit was always been a major 
issue and his ministry has taken several initiatives to address the challenges . 

 The dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry has been encouraging and facilitating Dalit 
enterprise as a means of empowerment and has also ensured that the community contributes 
in the economy, and be the job givers, not job seekers. 

 
Indian Coast Guard Vessel Arnvesh Commissioned 
 The Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV), ICGS Arnvesh, of the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) was commissioned 

in Visakhapatnam.  
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 The vessel was commissioned by the Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of the Eastern Naval Command, 
Vice-Admiral HCS Bisht. 

 The ship is primarily intended to undertake surveillance 
at sea, coastal patrol, anti-smuggling and anti-piracy 
operations. 

 Arnvesh is equipped with the most-advanced 
navigational and communication sensors and equipment, 
including night vision capabilities, and is fitted with 40/60 Bofors gun onboard as main 
armament. 

 Arnvesh is the 16th vessel among the 20 vessels in this category being constructed by Cochin 
Shipyard Limited. The ship is built by the Cochin Shipyard Ltd. 

 
India to host 8th BRICS Summit in October in Goa 
 India will host the eighth annual Summit of BRICS from 

October 15-16 in Goa in its capacity as chair of the influential 
bloc comprising five countries with 42 per cent of the world 
population and combined GDP of over $16 trillion. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj made the 
announcement during a function where she also unveiled a 
logo and a website of the Summit.  

 India assumed chairmanship of BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India- 
China-South Africa) from Russia on February 15 and it will last 
till December 31.  

 As per the The External Affairs Minister of India's core-theme during BRICS chairmanship will 
be building responsive, inclusive and collective solutions for the grouping.  

 The logo for the Summit is a lotus having colors from all the five member countries and a 
traditional 'namaste' in the center. 

 
India's Agasthyamala Listed Among 20 World Biosphere Reserves 
 India's "unique" Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve in the 

Western Ghats is among 20 new sites added by the UN's 
top cultural body UNESCO to its World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves.  

 The International Co-ordinating Council added the new 
sites during a two-day meeting in Lima, capital of 
Peru, bringing the total number of biosphere reserves to 
669 sites in 120 countries, including 16 transboundary 
sites.  

 The newly adopted sites include 18 national site and one transboundary site shared between 
Spain and Portugal.  

 The Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve (ABR) was established in 2001 and is spread across the 
two states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu.  

 Biosphere reserves are places for learning about sustainable development aiming to reconcile 
the conservation of biodiversity with the sustainable use of natural resources. New reserves 
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are designated each year by the International Co-ordinating Council of the UNESCO's Man and 
the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, which brings together elected representatives of 34 
UNESCO Member States.  

 
Cabinet approves Udaan scheme till 2019-20 
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has 

given its approval for extension of time period of the “Special Industry Initiative for J&K” (SII 
J&K) Udaan scheme till 2019-20.  

 Initially, the time period of Udaan was up to 2015-16. 
 Udaan provides exposure to the youth of Jammu and Kashmir to the best of corporate India 

and corporate India to the rich talent pool available in the State. So far, 67 leading corporates 
have partnered with National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) under Udaan with a 
commitment to train youth from the state covering Organized Retail, Banking, Financial 
Services, IT, ITES, Infrastructure, Hospitality etc. 

 More than 19,000 candidates have been selected, more than 15,000 have joined training, out of 
them, 8700 candidates have completed training and 6,838 have been offered jobs. 

 It is expected that the target of the scheme, to train and enhance employability of 40,000 
graduates, post graduates and three year engineering diploma holders, will be achieved by 
2019-20. 

 
Akhilesh Ranjan committee submits recommendations on Taxation of e-commerce 
 A committee was constituted by the Central Board of Direct 

Taxes to examine the business models for e-commerce, 
identify the direct tax issues in relation to e-commerce 
transactions and provide suggestions. 

 This committee was headed by Akhilesh Ranjan, Joint 
Secretary (CBDT) and it includes officers of the Central Board 
of Direct Taxes, representatives from the industry, the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and tax experts.  

 According to this report, Equalization Levy may be imposed 
on payments to non-residents for specified services by a 
separate chapter in the Finance Act, 2016 Akhilesh Ranjan committee submits 
recommendations on Taxation of e-commerce. 

 The rate of Equalization Levy may be between 6 to 8 percent of the gross sum received. 
 Any income arising from a transaction on which Equalization Levy has been paid should be 

exempted from income-tax, by necessary amendment in Section 10 of the Income-tax Act, 
1961. The implementation and impact of Equalization Levy may be monitored on a 
regular basis. 

 
Govt Allows 49% FDI In Insurance Under Automatic Route 
 The government has relaxed FDI norms for the insurance sector by permitting overseas 

companies to buy 49 percent stake in domestic insurers without prior approval, which is 
another effort to bring more foreign players into India’s vast insurance market. 
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 Earlier, an overseas company was allowed to buy up to 
26% stake in an India-based insurance company. But, for 
up to 49 percent the investor had to take prior approval 
from the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB).  

 However in its latest notification the government said, 
the foreign investment proposals up to 49% of the total 
paid up equity of the Indian insurance company shall be 
allowed on the automatic route subject to verification by 
the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India. 

 There are 52 insurance companies operating in India, of which 24 are in the life insurance 
business and 28 in the general insurance.  

 In order to deepen the re-insurance market, IRDAI permitted UK-based Lloyds to set up 
business in India.  

 
SC Allows Pictures of governors, chief ministers and minister in govt advertisements 
 Supreme Court allowed now use of pictures of Chief Ministers, 

Governors and Cabinet ministers in the government's media 
advertisements. 

 The SC had earlier ruled that the advertisements could only 
have pictures of the President, Prime Minister and the Chief 
Justice of India.  

 The earlier order was aimed at removing the association 
between government policy and politicians. 

 Chief Ministers and Ministers both at Centre and states had 
become "nameless and faceless" in government 
advertisements after the apex court had in May last year held that only photos of three 
functionaries-President, Prime Minister and Chief Justice--would be published in 
advertisements. 

 The Centre in its petition argued that it is for the government to decide whose photographs 
should be published and what the content of advertisements should be. 

 
World Sufi Forum: PM Narendra Modi to inaugurate four-day conclave 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the World 

Sufi Forum in New Delhi, where more than 200 Indian 
and international delegates, including Sufi Shuyukh, 
spiritual leaders, scholars, academicians and masters of 
Sufism, are participating. 

 The 4 day event is being organised by All India Ulama and 
Mashaikh Board (AIUMB), the apex body of Sufi Dargahs 
in India.  

 The meeting is expected to debate on how Sufi teaching can prevent global terrorism.  
 The conclave will also debate on how to guide the Muslim community away from sectarian 

division. 
 The meeting is expected to debate on how Sufi teaching can prevent global terrorism.  
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Surat cleanest A-1 Railway Station in India: IRCTC Survey  
 As per recently published survey of Indian Railways Surat 

(Gujarat) was declared the cleanest railway station in the 
country. The survey was conducted by Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) at 407 railway stations, which 
included 75 A-1 stations and 332 A-category railway stations 
across the country based on feedback from around 1.34 lakh 
passengers.  

 It was conducted as part of Union Government’s Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Union Railway 
Ministry’s ‘Swachh Rail Swachh Bharat’ mission. The survey was conducted in January-
February 2016 and passengers were asked questions on 40 cleanliness parameters.  

Key Facts  
 75 A1-category cleanest railway stations: Surat (Gujarat), Rajkot (Gujarat), Bilaspur 

(Chhattisgarh), Solapur (Maharashtra), Mumbai Central (Maharashtra), Chandigarh, 
Bhubaneshwar (Odisha) and Vadodara (Gujarat).  

 ‘A’ Category cleanest stations: Beas (Punjab), Jamnagar Gandhidham (Gujarat), Gandhidham 
(Gujarat), Vasco-Da-Gama (Goa), Kumbakonam (Tamil Nadu) and Nasik (Maharashtra).  

 Category A-1 stations are those earning revenues more than 50 crore. While, A-category 
stations are those earning revenues between Rs. 6 crore and Rs. 50 crore 

 
India Inc first in the world to formally adopt UN’s SDG 
 India Inc. is set to formally adopt the United Nations’ (UN) agenda for the world’s sustainable 

development and the 17 goals identified for its implementation. 
 SDG- Sustainable Development Growth; 
 MDG- Millenium Development Growth; 
 SDG- 17 goals; MDG- 8 goals; 
 SDG will be a evaluated, monitored and reported in a time-bound manner; 
 MDG was in implementation from 2001-2015. 
 
Maritime India Summit 2016 to be held in Mumbai 
 Maritime India Summit 2016 (MIS 2016), the maiden 

flagship initiative of the Union Ministry of Shipping, will 
be organised from 14 to 16 April 2016 at Bombay 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Mumbai. Republic of 
Korea is the partner country for MIS 2016. 

 The summit will provide a unique global platform for 
investors to explore potential business opportunities in 
the Indian Maritime Sector. The conference aims to foster 
interaction between stakeholders through B2B and G2B 
meetings. It will have special sessions on factors and services related to Indian Maritime 
Sector. 

 The conference will also highlight investment opportunities in the Indian Maritime States and 
Union Territories. 
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Aadhar Scheme Collects Biometric Data of 99 Crore Indians 
 The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other 

Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Bill, 2016, was passed 
by a voice vote after a brief debate, during which Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley assured the House that details 
provided for the card will not be misused in any manner. 

 When enacted, the Bill intends to empower the 
government in providing targeted services to the 
intended beneficiaries by assigning them unique identity 
numbers, called Aadhaar.  

 It will be given to every person, who has stayed in India for 182 days in the year preceding the 
date of application. 

 The Biometric data of about 99 crore Indians have been collected so far under the Aadhaar 
scheme and the data is encrypted and its secrecy and security ensured. v. The government 
have got 99 crore Indians on Aadhaar. In the case of Direct Benefit Transfer scheme, Rs. 15,000 
crore was saved and in the case of PDS, Rs. 2,346 crore was saved in four states through 
Aadhaar card. 

 
India To Launch 25 Foreign Satellites This Year 
 India will launch 25 foreign satellites belonging to seven 

countries. The list is topped by the USA in 2016-17.  
 In written response to a question, Jitendra Singh, 

minister of state in Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) which 
looks after the department of space, said till date 57 
foreign satellites from 21 countries have been launched 
using the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 

 Mr. Singh said that Antrix the commercial arm of ISRO 
has signed the agreements with Algeria and Canada for 
launching three satellites each, four for Germany, one 
each for Japan and Malaysia and 12 for the USA in 2016-17. 

 In the last three years, from January 2013 till December 2015, ISRO launched 28 foreign 
satellites belonging to 13 countries, with Singapore, the United Kingdom and the USA topping 
the list.  

 ISRO earned 80 million euros for the launch. 
 
India And Indonesia To Conduct Joint Training Exercise "Garuda Shakti IV" 
 Garuda Shakti, the 4th edition of joint training exercise 

between India and Indonesia will be hosted by 
Indonesia.  

 The 13-day long joint exercise is end on March 23 at 
Magelang, Indonesia. The exercise is conducted on a 
reciprocal basis and its first edition was conducted in the 
year 2012 in India. The second edition was conducted in 
Indonesia in 2013 and third in India in 2014.  

 The exercise is aimed at building and promoting positive 
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relations between the two Armies of India and Indonesia. The Indian Army is sending a 
platoon strength contingent that will be training with the Airborne battalion of the Indonesian 
Army.  

 The exercise will be on a joint counter insurgency operation with the setting of both rural and 
urban scenarios. The exercise will "enhance" the abilities of both the armies to undertake 
counter insurgency operations under the United Nations Charter. 

 The opening ceremony for the exercise will be conducted on 11 March 16 and the Senior 
officers from the army and civilian dignitaries of both the country will be the part of the closing 
ceremony. 

 
IAF To Get The First Batch Of Women Fighter Pilots In June 
 Indian Air Force Air Chief Marshal (ACM) Arup Raha announced while speaking on the 

occasion of the International Women’s Day. 
 Bhawna Kanth, Avani Chaturvedi, and Mohana Singh are likely to create history as India’s first 

women fighter pilots if they put on the wings and are inducted into the IAF fighter stream. Who 
among the three, or all of them, make the final cut depends on them clearing the advanced 
stage training. 

 The three women trainees have volunteered to join the fighter stream.  
 They are under the second phase of their training.  
 Once they complete their training and are on par with their male colleagues and the passing 

out parade is scheduled on June 18. 
 
Telangana, Maharashtra CMs ink pact on Godavari water projects 
 Telangana and Maharashtra governments will be signing Memoranda of Understanding to 

construct five barrages across Godavari and Pen Ganga rivers. 
 MoUs will be held in Mumbai this morning in which Telangana Chief Minister K 

Chandrasekhara Rao and Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis will take part. 
 These two states have already expressed mutual consent to construct barrages at various 

points on these rivers to benefit farmers in both states, Of the five barrages, Maharashtra 
Government will take up construction of Rajapet and Penpahad barrages while Telangana will 
take up Chanak-Korata across Penganga River. 

 
108-feet Jain Teerthankar idol enters "Guinness Book of Records" 
 108—feet tall idol of Lord Rishabhdeva, the first Teerthankar of 

Jains, carved out of a single rock, has entered the “Guinness 
World Records” as the world’s tallest Jain statue. 

 The idol was consecrated last month during a grand ceremony 
where rituals were performed for several days. 

 Till now, the 57 feet idol of Lord Bahubali in Shravanabelagola in 
Karnataka was considered the world’s tallest Jain statue. 

 The impressive statue is located atop Mangi Tungi mountain 
near Teharabad village of Baglan tehsil in this North 
Maharashtra district. 
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President Pranab Mukherjee presented 2015 Nari Shakti awards 
 President Pranab Mukherjee on 8 March 2016 presented Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 

2015 to 15 women, 5 organisations, one state and panchayat. The awards were conferred on 
the occasion of International Women's Day at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

 The awards are annually given by the Union Ministry of Women & Child Development to 
institutions and individuals who have made exceptional contribution towards empowerment 
of women specially belonging to vulnerable and marginalised sections of society. It carries 
cash award of two lakh rupees and a certificate for institutions and one lakh rupees and a 
certificate for individuals. 

 Haryana was awarded as a state for demonstrating improvement with work in improving Child 
Sex Ratio (CSR) and Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) during 2015. Anganwadipuram Gram Panchayat, 
Mallapuram of Kerala was awarded for their work towards women empowerment. 

 Through its activities the panchayat helped women to hold leadership roles and promoted 
women in decision making. 

 
Air India operates world’s longest all-women flight  
 National carrier Air India successfully flew the World’s 

longest all-woman operated and supported flight from 
the national capital New Delhi to San Francisco (United 
States).  

 The flight was operated as part of International Women’s 
Day celebrations and travelled a distance of around 
14,500 kilometres in close to 17 hours. The non-stop 
flight to San Francisco took off on 6th March 2016 from 
New Delhi.  

Key Facts  
 The flight was under the command of Kshamta Bajpayee and Shubhangi Singh. They were 

supported by First Officers Ramya Kirti Gupta and Amrit Namdhari.  
 Entire operations in this historic flight on one of the world’s longest route were handled by 

women. They handled all operations including cockpit crew to cabin crew, check-in staff, 
doctor, customer care staff, ATC (air traffic control) and the entire ground-handling.  

 Currently, National carrier Air India has about 3,800 women employees, including pilots, 
engineers, cabin crew, doctors, technicians, security personnel and executives. 

 
E- Haat : A Online Marketing Platform Launched By Union Government 
 Union Minister for Women and Child Development Maneka 

Sanjay Gandhi launched Mahila e-Haat portal in New Delhi to 
facilitate women entrepreneurs to sell their products to 
buyers.  

 It will provide access to markets to thousands of women who 
make products and are spread all over the country. The Mahila e-Haat portal, 
http://mahilaehaat-rmk.gov.in, is an online marketing platform. 

 It is an initiative for women across the country as a part of ‘Digital India’ and ‘Stand Up India’ 
initiatives of Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi. 
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 On the occasion of the launching Mrs. Menka Gandhi, the minister for Women & Child 
Development said that this empowerment of women will take place in three stages in which 
Mahila E-Haat is the first stage. In the second stage, it is planned to integrate it with e-
commerce portals to provide a larger platform for selling and buying. Ultimately it will 
culminate into Women’s Entrepreneurs Council which will help to expand this initiative 
further and give it an institutional shape. 

 It is a Joint initiative of Union Women and Child Development Ministry and Rashtriya Mahila 
Kosh (RMK) for meeting the needs of women entrepreneurs. And the objective of this platform 
is to strengthen the financial inclusion of women entrepreneurs by providing continued 
support to their creativity. 

 
PM selects another village in Varanasi for development under SAGY 
 Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) is a rural development programme broadly focusing upon 

the development in the villages which includes social development, cultural development and 
spread motivation among the people on social mobilization of the village community. 

 Prime Minister Narendra modi is member of parliament from varanasi utter pardesh.   
 PM has selected another village for adoption in his Varanasi Constituency of U.P. for 

development under the Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY).  
 Nagepur, a village dominated by backward castes has been selected under the second phase of 

the Yojana.  
 Earlier, Prime Minister had adopted Jayapur village in the same Varanasi constituency in the 

first phase in 2014.   
 
Allahabad High Court celebrates 150th foundation year  
 The Allahabad High Court celebrated its 150th 

foundation day on 14th March 2016. President 
Pranab Mukherjee was the Chief Guest of the 
celebrations.  

 Chief Justice of India (CJI) TS Thakur and Union 
Law Minister DV Sadananda Gowda were some of 
the dignitaries who attended the function. On this 
occasion, CJI Justice Thakur dedicated digitization 
centre of Allahabad High court.  

 Reserve bank of India (RBI) also released a 10 rupees coin. Postal department released a 
postage stamp and a Souvenir of the High court.  

About Allahabad High Court 
 Allahabad High Court was established in 1866 after seat was shifted from Agra to Allahabad in 

1869. It had replaced the old Sadr Diwani Adalat. At that time, it was known as the High Court 
of Judicature for the North-Western Provinces and was renamed as Allahabad High Court in 
1919.  

 It is one of the first high courts to be established in India. It is fourth-oldest High Court in India 
after Calcutta, Madras and Bombay established under Indian High Courts Act 1861.  

 Currently it is the highest judicial body of Uttar Pradesh and it has also a bench in Lucknow. 
Several political and legal luminaries were part of this historic court. 
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Country's First Small Finance Bank To Start Ops On April 13 
 Jalandhar-based Capital Local Area Bank has become the first entity to receive the Reserve 

Bank of India‘s licence to start operations as a small finance bank. 
 In september 2015 Reserve Bank of India granted in-principle licences to 10 applicants to set 

up small finance banks, including Capital Local Area Bank.  
 The small finance bank will undertake basic banking activities of acceptance of deposits and 

lending to unserved and underserved sections including small business units, marginal 
farmers and unorganised sector entities. 

 AS per Sarvjit Singh Samra, managing director of Capital Local Area Bank plans to start its 
small finance bank operations on April 13.  

 
India moves to WTO against US on temporary working visa issue  
 India has filed a complaint against the United States decision to impose high fees L-1 and H-1B 

categories of temporary working visas in the World Trade Organisation (WTO).  
 US had imposed fees on certain applicants for L-1 and H-1B categories of non-immigrant 

temporary working visas into the country.  
 According to India, US measure is inconsistent with the global norms and it would impact 

Indian IT professionals as it makes Indian IT companies less competitive in that market. These 
measures appear to be “inconsistent” with the terms, limitations and conditions agreed under 
the GATS (General Agreement on Trade in Services).  

Background  
 Earlier in 2015, US President Barack Obama had signed into law of spending package which 

had introduced a hefty $4,000 fee for certain categories of H-1B visa and $4,500 for L1 visa. 
 Under this law, companies having more than 50 employees and having more than 50 per cent 

of their US employees on H-1B and L1 visas were forced pay the new fee from April 1, 2016.  
 H-1B and L1 visas are temporary work visas for skilled IT professionals to work in US and 

India is the largest user of both H1B and L1 visas.   
 
India ranks 118th on UN’s World Happiness Index 2016  
 India ranked 118th out of 157 countries on the United 

Nations’ World Happiness Index (WHI) 2016. It was 
revealed by the fourth World Happiness Report 2016 
published by the Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN), a global initiative for the UN.  

Key Highlights of Report  
 Top 10 countries: Denmark (1st), Switzerland (2nd), 

Iceland (3rd), Norway (4th) and Finland (5th), Canada 
(6th), Netherlands (7th), New Zealand (8th), Australia 
(9th) and Sweden (10th).   

 5 Least happiest countries: Rwanda (152nd), Benin (153rd), Afghanistan (154th), Togo 
(155th), Syria (156th) and Burundi (157th).  

 Among BRICS: Brazil (17th), Russia (56th), China (83rd), South Africa (116th) and India 
(118th).  

 India’s Neighbours: Nepal (78th), China (83rd), Bhutan (84th), Pakistan (104th), Bangladesh 
(110th), Sri Lanka (117th) and Afghanistan (154th).  
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 For the first time, the report has given a special role to the measurement and consequences of 
inequality in the distribution of well-being among countries and regions.  

 Countries where there was less inequality were happier overall. Top five countries have strong 
social security systems. 

 
Chapchar Kut Festival Celebrated Across Mizoram 
 The traditional festival of Chapchar Kut of the Mizos was 

celebrated across the north-eastern state of Mizoram and 
also in the Mizo-inhabited areas in the neighbouring 
states.  

 It is a spring festival celebrated every year in month of 
March. 

 The festival is celebrated with great fervor and gaiety by 
Mizos after completion of their Jhum operation (shifting 
agriculture by clearing jungle by burning and cultivating 
in remnants of burning).  

 The citizen belongs to the region dressed in traditional attire, exuberant dancers danced to the 
tune of typical music and songs. While popular Mizo dances including Cheraw, Sarlamkai, 
Chheihlam and Khuallam were performed by different cultural troupes. 

 Chapchar Kut Festival is estimated to have started in 1450-1700 A.D. in a village called Suaipui. 
In Aizawl, state state home minister R Lalzirliana was the 'Kut pa' or father of the festival, 
while state Art and Culture minister R Romawia was the 'Kut thlengtu' or host of the festival.  

 
PM Narendra Modi Launches ‘Setu Bharatam’ Project, To Boost Infrastructure 
 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched Rs 50,000-crore "Setu Bharatam" programme 

to build bridges for safe and seamless travel on National Highways.  
 With this the government aims to make all national highways free from railway crossings by 

2019. 
 Under this project, 208 new road over bridges or road under bridges places have been 

identified for construction and nearly 10200 crore rupees will be spent on it.  
 While around 1500 bridges will be widened, rehabilitated or replaced that are over 50 to 60 

years old. The cost of rebuilding the old bridges is expected to be about 30000 crore rupees. 
 The Prime Minister spoke of the Government’s initiatives in other infrastructure sectors as 

well, including railways, irrigation and digital connectivity. He said that developing rural roads 
is a priority for the government and it has got huge budgetary support this year. In Budget 
2016-17, Rs. 19,000 crore has been sanctioned under the Pradham Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY), to connect all villages with roads, compared with Rs. 14,291 crore in the revised 
estimates of 2015-16. 

 
Chennai Gets India’s First Self Cleaning Smart Toilets 
 A total of 183 self cleaning public eToilets have been installed in the Chennai City. Chennai is 

the 1st city in India to gets smart Toilets.  
 These toilets are free for Public use.  
 Each toilet automatically cleans itself before entry and after use and sensors enable 

consumption of less water and power with each use.  
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 An Indian social enterprise, Eram Scientific Solution is the brains behind the project and has 
already installed over 1,600 eToilets in private buildings and schools across 18 Indian states.  

 In 2012, it even won a grant of $450,000 from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  
 
MK Singla committee constituted to consider ST status to six communities of Assam 
 Union Government on 29 February 2016 constituted a committee to consider Scheduled Tribe 

status to six Communities of Assam.  
 The committee will be headed by Special Secretary (Internal Security) Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Mahesh Kumar Singla. 
 The committee will recommend the modalities for granting of Scheduled Tribe status to six 

Communities namely Koch Rajbongshi, Moran, Matak, Tai Ahom, Chutia and Adivasi (Tea 
Tribes) in Assam. 

 The Committee will submit its report by 31 May 2016. 
 The committee will consult with the Government of Assam and suggest the modalities for the 

required reservations, of shifting the existing reservation for these communities from OBC to 
ST. 

 
Pallavi Fauzdar Becomes 1st Solo Woman To Ride Across Mana Pass 
 Agra Biker Pallavi Fauzdar, became the first solo woman to ride across the Mana Pass in 

Uttarakhand and made a record in the Limca Book.  
 Mana rises to a staggering altitude of 5,638 m (18,497 ft) above sea level, on the border 

between India and Tibet, and is reckoned as one of the most difficult biking trails. 
 Pallavi is married to Parikshit Mishra, an Army officer, who has been extremely supportive of 

her passion for biking. She is the mother of the two kids. She rides an Avenger and had been 
passionate about biking for several years. 

 Packed with a GPS device to ensure she is not lost, Pallavi set off for her Himalayan journey of 
seven days.  

 Pallavi is also the first female rider to reach Deo Tal Lake, located at 17,950 ft, one of the 
world’s highest. When not biking, this adventure lover is also an accomplished fashion 
designer, a social worker and a Rekki practitioner. 

 

 European Union, through the European Investment Bank (EIB), will lend India €450 million 
(approximately Rs. 3,300 crore) towards constructing a 23-km long Lucknow Metro rail line 
and a purchasing a fleet of new trains. 

 The Haryana cabinet approved the Jat reservation bill.  This comes a day after the Akhil 
Bhartiya Jat Aarakshan Sangharsh Samiti (ABJASS), the body that spearheaded the Jat quota 
stir in February, threatened to resume the agitation if its demands are not met by the end of 
this month. The Haryana cabinet cleared the bill that proposes to provide reservation to five 
communities, including the politically-dominant Jat community. 

 Under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana Loans worth Rs1.09 lakh crore have been sanctioned to 
small entrepreneurs, loans worth over Rs.1.09 lakh crore were given to over 2.96 crore 
beneficiaries. According to Minister of State for Finance Jayant Sinha loans worth over Rs 1.09 
lakh crore were given to over 2.96 crore beneficiaries.  

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- March, 2016 
 

17 |    

www.clatpossible.com 
A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 
circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 
laws of India. 

 A power generation unit at Kakrapar Atomic Power Station in Surat was shut down after 
leakage of heavy water.Leakage in the primary heat transport system of unit one of Kakrapar 
atomic power station in Gujarat has forced the authorities to shut down the unit as an 
emergency measure. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated a National conference on ‘Women Legislators: 
Building Resurgent India’ in New Delhi. The conference intends to hone the skills of legislators 
to perform their legislative and non-legislative roles with greater effectiveness.  

 The Election Commission announced the schedule for Assembly polls in four states — West 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam and for Union Territory Puducherry.  In Assam, elections 
will be held in two phases – April 4 and 11. In West Bengal, it will be held on April 4, 11, 17, 21, 
25, 30 April, and May 5. In Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala, the elections will be held on 
May 16. Counting of votes for all five states will be done on May 19. 

 Supreme Court approved guidelines of Union Government to protect Good Samaritans. The 
apex court asked Union government to give wide publicity to these guidelines so that people 
who help others in the time of distress are not victimised by any authority. 

 Union Government launched Innovative Entrepreneurship & Skill Development Programme of 
MANAS. The innovative Scheme proposes to use leading celebrities who belong to Minority 
communities in various skill sets as the driving force behind the skill development projects in 
their respective fields. 

 Union Cabinet approved Implementation of Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana — Gramin. To 
achieve the objective of the Housing for All by 2022, the Government already approved the 
implementation of urban component of the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana on 25 June 2015. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated broadband connectivity to NE States via 
Bangladesh. Under the project, the BSNL will set up an international gateway for broadband 
connectivity at Agartala. 

 Union Government launched Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bhima Yojana. The revamped agriculture 
insurance scheme is aimed at reducing distress in the farm sector and to boost the agricultural 
sector in the country. 

 Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched new initiatives to combat Tuberculosis. 
The initiatives were launched to mark the World Tuberculosis day that is observed annually on 
24 March. 

 Supreme Court modified Guidelines on Regulating Government Advertisements. As per the 
modified guidelines, pictures of Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, Governors and State 
Ministers can now appear in government advertisements. 

 Rajya Sabha passed Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill, 2016. It proposed to remove the 
exception given to Sehajdhari Sikhs in 1944 to vote in the elections for selecting members of 
the board and the committees constituted under the Act. 

 Lok Sabha passed Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2016. The bill was 
passed on proposals of Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Kerala, Odisha and West Bengal to modify the 
list of Scheduled Castes. 
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 Lok Sabha passed Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Bill, 2015. The bill that aims at 
protecting the interests of the large number of aspiring house buyers and enhances the 
credibility of construction industry. 

 Cabinet Ministers are Public Authorities under Right to Information Act, 2005: CIC. This ruling 
was given by Central Information Commissioner Sridhar Acharyulu while adjudicating the case 
filed by Hemant Dhage of Ahmednagar. 

 Health Minister JP Nadda launched project ‘Clean Street Food’. In the first phase of the project, 
about 20000 roadside vendors will be trained on aspects of health and hygiene. 

 Union Government notified Maximum Sale Price of Bt Cotton Seed. As per the notification, the 
price of BG-I version of Bt cotton hybrid (9450 grams of Bt Cotton plus 120 grams refugia) was 
fixed at 635 rupees, while the price of BG-II version was fixed at 800 rupees. 

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu launched “Clean My Coach” service. As per the scheme, for any 
cleaning requirement in the coach, passenger will have to send an SMS on a mobile number 
58888, which is immediately acknowledged via SMS. 

 Lok Sabha passed Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and 
Services) Bill, 2016. The bill seeks to provide for targeted delivery of subsidies and services to 
individuals residing in India by assigning them unique identity numbers, called Aadhaar 
numbers. 

 NITI Aayog launched Women Transforming India campaign in partnership with UN and 
MyGov. Spread across a period of over one month, the initiative will also sensitize citizens to 
gender issues and seek to promote gender equity and equality, through a variety of media. 

 Lok Sabha passed Enemy Property Amendment Bill 2016. The bill guards against claims of 
succession or transfer of properties left by people who migrated to Pakistan after the 1965 and 
1971 wars. 

 Rajya Sabha passed National Waterways Bill, 2015. The Bill identifies additional 101 
waterways as national waterways and also specifies the extent of development to be 
undertaken on each waterway. 

 Rajya Sabha passed Bureau of Indian Standards Bill, 2015. The Bill extends the ambit of the 
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) to include services, processes and products while ensuring 
production of world class goods. 

 SC sought Union Government view on petition challenging Triple Talaq & Polygamy practices. 
The response of government was sought by a two judge bench of Justice Anil R Dave and 
Justice AK Goel on a plea filed by a Muslim woman Shayara Bano from Kashipur in 
Uttarakhand. 

 Union Power Ministry has announced name UJALA for the LED based Domestic Efficient 
Lighting Programme (DELP). UJALA is acronym for Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All.  The 
National LED based DELP programme was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
January 2015 for energy conservation by reducing energy consumption.  
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International 
 
Forbes’s 2016 billionaires list: Bill Gates retains title as World’s Richest Person  
 Microsoft Co-founder, Bill Gates has retained the title of 

the world’s richest person in the Forbes’ 30th annual 
ranking of the world’s billionaires list (2016 edition). 
With this, Mr. Gates has topped the list for 17 of the last 
23 years, with a net worth of $75 billion.  

 He was followed by Amancio Ortega (Italy), founder of 
clothing retail giant Zara was at second place with net worth of $67 billion.  

 As per the Forbes’ 30th annual ranking of the world’s billionaires list Total number of 
billionaires in the world: 1,810 billionaires (of them 190 are women) with their aggregate net 
worth of $6.48 trillion. The US leads the list of billionaires in the world with 540 billionaires, 
followed by China (251), Germany (120) and India (84).  

 Top 5 billionaires: Bill Gates ($75 billion), Mr. Amancio Ortega ($67 billion), Mr. Warren 
Buffett ($60.8 billion), Mr. Carlos Slim Helu ($50 billion) and Jeff Bezos ($45.2 billion).  

 From Internet field: Amazon.com Inc’s founder Jeff Bezos (5th rank), Facebook Inc’s Mark 
Zuckerberg (6th), and Google founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin ranked 12th and 13th.  

 World’s youngest billionaire: 19 year old Norwegain Alexandra Andresen was ranked 
1,476th with fortune of $1.2 billion.  

 Among Indian’s: India’s richest person Mukesh Ambani, Chairman of Reliance Industries was 
placed at 38th position with net fortune of $20.6 billion. He was followed by Dilip Shanghvi 
(44th) and Azim Premji (55th).  

 5 Indian women billionaires in the list: Savitri Jindal (453rd rank), Indu Jain (549th), Smita 
Crishna Godrej (810th), Leena Tiwari (1067th) and Vinod Gupta (1577th).  

About Forbes’s list of billionaires  
 The Forbes list of billionaires is an annual ranking of the world’s wealthiest people, compiled 

and published by the American business magazine Forbes.  
 The list only represents each person’s valuation on a single day, due to daily fluctuations 

among exchange rates and stock valuations.  
 
UNICEF Launches “Unfairy Tales” Of Refugee and Migrant Children 
 UNICEF launched a series of animated films to help frame positive 

perceptions towards the tens of millions of children and young people 
on the move globally, Called Unfairy Tales. 

 The three animations – true stories of the flight of children from conflict 
– explain the horror behind why they fled.  

 They have been animated in the style of a fairy tale and will be 
supported by an interactive e-book experience also called Unfairy 
Tales.  

 The Unfairy Tales are part of an initiative, actofhumanity, 
emphasising that children are children, no matter where they come from, and that every child 
has rights and deserves a fair chance. 

 One story - “Ivine and the Pillow” animates the true story of 14yr old Ivine and her pillow. 
After a perilous escape from Syria, Ivine settles at a refugee camp in Germany only to face new 
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challenges. “Malak and the Boat”, tells the tale of a young girl’s voyage in a leaky boat. The third 
animation depicts the story of Mustafa, who after fleeing his home, wonders who is left to be 
his friend. 

 
Islam as state religion of Bangladesh 
 Bangladesh’s top court has rejected a 28-year-old petition to 

remove Islam as official religion of the country.  
 While the South Asian nation’s Islamists rejoice, analysts say the 

move is a setback for secular forces.  
 Islam was introduced as state religion in the Bangladeshi 

constitution in 1988, almost two decades after the South Asian 
nation got independence from Pakistan following a liberation war.  

 The inclusion of Islam was against the core principles of the country’s independence fighters.  
 The move prompted a group of 15 prominent citizens to file a petition in the courts. 
 
Syrian Army Recaptures Historic City Of Palmyra From IS 
 Syrian Army and popular defence forces have regained control of the ancient city of Palmyra 

from Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) terrorist group.  
 The liberation of the historic city of Palmyra from the ISIS terror group was undertaken by 

joint efforts of Syrian Army with support of national aviation and Russian Aerospace Forces.  
 The ancient city of Palmyra is a UNESCO designated World Heritage site and home to some of 

the world’s most magnificent ancient ruins.  
 ISIS had taken complete control of the ancient Syrian city of Palmyra in May 2015. After the 

seizure of entire ancient city, they had destroyed many ancient ruins. 
 The city is situated in a strategically important area on the road between Syria’s capital 

Damascus and the oil rich eastern city of Deir al-Zour. Oil and gas produced from the fields 
located in Deir al-Zour, Syrian government used to generate electricity for areas under its 
control in the west of the country. Earlier in March 2015, ISIS had demolished several ancient 
sites that pre-date Islam in Iraq, including UNESCO World Heritage Sites Hatra and Nimrud. 

 
ExoMars 2016 spacecraft successfully launched by Europe and Russia  
 An unmanned spacecraft named ExoMars 2016 was 

successfully launched jointly Europe and Russia to search 
for biosignatures on Mars (or Martian life) in past or 
present.  

 The spacecraft was launched on a Proton-M rocket 
operated by Russia’s Roscosmos from Baikonur, 
Kazakhstan. ExoMars 2016 is the first of a two-phase of 
ExoMars (Exobiology on Mars) program.  

About ExoMars program 
 ExoMars program is an astrobiology mission of European Space Agency (ESA) and Russian 

Federal Space Agency (Roscosmos). Primary Goal: To address the question of whether life has 
ever existed on Mars.  

 The program comprises two missions: ExoMars 2016 and ExoMars 2018.  

http://www.clatpossible.com/


Compendium- March, 2016 
 

21 |    

www.clatpossible.com 
A Team Satyam Offering 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or 
circulation of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the 
laws of India. 

 ExoMars 2016: It consists of the Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO) and Schiaparelli, an entry, descent 
and landing demonstrator module.  

 Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO): Its sole purpose is to search (trace) evidence of methane (CH4) and 
other atmospheric gases that could be signatures of active biological or geological processes on 
Mars. TGO has 4 suites of science instruments.  

 They are ACS (Atmospheric Chemistry Suite), FREND (Fine Resolution Epithermal Neutron 
Detector), CaSSIS (Color and Stereo Surface Imaging System) and NOMAD (Nadir and 
Occultation for MArs Discovery).  

 Schiaparelli: It will obtain measurements of electric fields on the Mar’s surface combined with 
measurements of the concentration of atmospheric dust. For the first time it will provide new 
insights into the role of electric forces on dust lifting, the trigger for dust storms on the Martian 
surface.  

 ExoMars 2018: It is planned to be launched in 2018. It comprises a unmanned rover and 
surface science platform. The rover that will carry a drill and a suite of instruments dedicated 
for the exobiology and geochemistry research.  

 At present there are two rovers functional on the Mars viz. Curiosity and Opportunity which 
were sent by NASA, the federal space agency of United States. 

 
Asia most exposed to disasters, Africa most vulnerable: Study 
 Countries and mega-cities across Asia are highly exposed to natural hazards ranging from 

cyclones to earthquakes, but people in sub-Saharan Africa are more vulnerable, according to a 
report. 

 Nearly 1.4 billion people in South Asia — India, Bangladesh, Pakistan — face at least one major 
threat from nature, especially flooding, severe storms boosted by rising seas, and quakes. 

 iii.In the case of Bangladesh, 100% of its population is exposed, compared to 82% for India and 
70% in Pakistan. 

 China, Indonesia, Japan and the Philippines are also among the nations with the largest 
numbers of people in harm’s way. 

 The United States, Mexico and Brazil round out the top ten. 
 
Nepal becomes Shanghai dialogue partner 
 After a long wait, Nepal has officially become a dialogue 

partner of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation with the 
signing of a memorandum. 

 Foreign Secretary Shanker Das Bairagi and SCO Secretary-
General Rashid K Alimov inked the memorandum amid a 
special ceremony held at the SCO Secretariat in Beijing. 

 The programme was witnessed by Prime Minister KP Sharma 
Oli and other senior ministers, who are on an official visit to China. iv. Nepal had applied for 
dialogue partner of the SCO in 2007 and in 2015.  

 The 15th SCO Summit held in July last year in Ufa, Russia, decided to grant Nepal the dialogue 
partner status. 
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Attack in Brussels 
 On the morning of 22 March 2016, three explosions occurred in Belgium, two at Brussels 

Airport in Zaventem and one at Maalbeek metro station in Brussels.  
 In the wake of the attack, 34 people were killed and 198 others were injured, resulting in three 

days of national mourning in Belgium. 
 The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) claimed responsibility for the attacks. The 

attacks are the deadliest act of terrorism on Beligan soil. 
 There were two explosions in the Brussels Airport international departure hall shortly after 

08:00 local time. 
 One near the American Airlines and Brussels Airlines check-in desks and the other next to a 

Starbucks coffee shop. 
 
Hinduja brothers top Britain’s ‘Asian Rich List’ 
 India-born brothers G P Hinduja and S P Hinduja topped the 'Asian Rich List 2016' released 

and the annual rankings showed that they had added one billion pounds to their personal 
fortune in a year to be worth an estimated 16.5 billion pounds. 

 The 'Asian Rich List' assesses the total wealth of Britain's top 101 richest Asians and is 
compiled by UK-based publishing house Asian Media and Market.  

 The Asian Rich List assesses the total wealth of Britain's top 101 richest Asians and is compiled 
by UK-based publishing house Asian Media and Market. 

 Steel tycoon Lakshmi Niwas Mittal was ranked second in the list, released by the Indian high 
commissioner to the UK Navtej Sarna. The fortune of Mittal, however, has plummeted by 3.3 
billion pounds to finish with 6.4 billion pounds. Leading NRI industrialist Lord Swraj Paul is 
listed as 15th richest with fortune worth 500 million pounds. 

 Sri Prakash Lohia, chairman of the Indorama Corporation, is listed 3rd richest with fortune 
worth 3 billion pounds. The Arora brothers — Simon, Bobby and Robin — owners of discount 
retail chain are 4th richest with a fortune worth 2.1 billion pounds. 

 
UN Appoints Red From "Angry Birds" As Honorary Ambassador For Climate Change 
 The United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon has 

appointed Red, the leader of the “Angry Birds” mobile game 
characters as an envoy to inspire climate action toward a 
sustainable and happier future for all.  

 Red's appointment as Honorary Ambassador for Green is the 
part of a UN campaign launched in partnership with the 
globally renowned characters to make a direct link between 
tackling climate change and people's happiness and well-
being on the occasion of the International Day of Happiness to be observed on Sunday, 20 
March. 

 The U.N. chief told that the Angry Birds have entertained millions of people around the world 
and now they are part of making the world a better place.  

 He also said that there was no better way to mark the International Day of Happiness than to 
have our animated ambassador raise awareness about the importance of addressing climate 
change to create a safer more sustainable and happier future for all. 
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 The campaign was in partnership with Sony Pictures Entertainment, the U.N. Development 
Program and U.N. Foundation, asks people around the world to make the Angry Birds happy by 
taking actions to combat climate change such as recycling, taking public transportation and 
conserving water. 

 
Prince Harry Begins 5-day Trip To Nepal 
 Britain’s Prince Harry reached Kathmandu on a five-day visit to Nepal to mark the 200th 

anniversary of the bilateral ties. 
 Prince Harry, who is leading a 30-member delegation, called on Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli 

and discussed Nepal-Britain bilateral co-operation.  
 During the meeting, he praised the role played by Gorkha soldiers in the British Army and 

inquired about the conservation efforts made by Nepal in protecting endangered wild animals 
including tiger and one-horned rhino. 

 Harry is scheduled to call on Nepal’s first woman President Bidhya Devi Bhandari at the 
Presidential Office at Sheetal Niwas.  

 Harry will also visit the British Gorkha Camp in Pokhara. 
 
Earth Hour 2016 observed across the World on 19 March 2016  
 The tenth edition of World Wide Fund for Nature’s (WWF’s) 

Earth Hour was observed across the World on 19 March 
2016 from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm local time. Earth Hour 2016 
encouraged people to explore and adopt a cleaner and more 
sustainable lifestyle by embracing renewable energy 
solutions.  

Key Facts 
 In the 2016 edition of Earth Hour, millions of people around 

the world took part in the event for the global climate change awareness campaign. Over 178 
countries and territories participated in the event and more than 1,200 landmarks along with 
40 UNESCO world heritage sites observed the Earth Hour.  

 For India, the country-specific theme was to encourage usage of solar energy by individuals 
and organizations.  

 Paris’s iconic Eiffel Tower, Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate and Hong Kong’s famed skyline also 
participated in the Earth Hour by switching off their lights for 1 hour from 8:30pm local time.  

 In India, Rashtrapati Bhavan also participated by switching off lights for 1 hour.  
About Earth Hour  
 It is an annual global environmental event (movement) organized by the World Wide Fund for 

Nature (WWF).  
 Earth Hour’s goal is to raise awareness for sustainable energy use and create a more 

environmentally sustainable lifestyle. This day encourages citizens, communities, businesses 
and organisations to switch the lights off from 8:30 pm local time for an hour to highlight the 
plight of the planet.  

 The first Earth Hour was held on March 31, 2007 in Sydney, Australia. Since then it became 
annual global environmental event (movement).  
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 World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF): It is an international non-governmental organization 
(NGO) working in the field of the biodiversity conservation, and the reduction of humanity’s 
footprint on the environment. 

 
Russia gets its own Rating Firm – ACRA 
 Vladimir Putin’s homegrown credit-ratings firm is up and running and foreign competitors are 

already feeling the heat.  
 Moody’s last week announced it would shutter its joint venture in Moscow of 12 years and 

Fitch said it will probably stop issuing local ratings on Russian companies, the same day ACRA, 
which stands for Analytical Credit Rating Agency, applied for a license to operate in Russia. 

 In the past three weeks, Moody’s Investors Service Inc. and Fitch Ratings Ltd. have said they 
plan to stop issuing local ratings rather than agree to having their Moscow branches regulated 
by the Russian government at the cost of breaking international sanctions. 

 Russia is squeezing the business of foreign-ratings assessors since downgrades it condemned 
as politically motivated last year pushed the sovereign below investment grade for the first 
time in more than a decade. 

 The Bank of Russia announced plans to start a company immune to “geopolitical risks” in July 
after S&P and Moody’s cut Russia’s rating to junk amid a slump in oil prices and sanctions 
imposed over Ukraine. ACRA’s board is headed by an American, Karl Johansson, who advised 
the Russian government while at Ernst & Young LLP in Moscow. Ekaterina Trofimova, a former 
banking analyst for Russia and former Soviet states at S&P, will run the new venture. 

 
4th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves inaugurated at Lima 
 4th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves was 

inaugurated on 14 March 2016 at Lima in Peru. The event 
will be held from 14 March to 17 March 2016 to address 
different issues related to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the Post 2015 Development Agenda. 

 It is a world meeting of the Committees of UNESCO’s Man 
and the Biosphere Program (MAB) and experts directly 
involved in the practical implementation of biosphere 
reserves including representatives of governments, biosphere reserves, local communities, UN 
agencies, NGOs, academic institutions, and organizations and institutions from all over the 
world working with the MAB Programme. 

 The Congress will discuss on education for sustainable development, the economic viability of 
nature conservation systems, human migrations and protection of natural resources, among 
others. 

 
South Korea, US began largest ever military exercises 
 The US and South Korean troops on 7 March 2016 began their largest ever military exercises 

off the coast of the Korean peninsula. 
 The bilateral exercises come just days after the UN passed new sanctions against Pyongyang, 

North Korea following its recent nuclear test and rocket launch. The 8-week long drill will 
involve about 300000 South Korean troops and 15000 US personnel. 
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 These are being conducted near the demilitarized zone separating the two Koreas and off the 
eastern coast of South Korea. Drills will include ground, air, naval and Special Operations 
components apart from the computer-simulated training. 

 Meanwhile, North Korea has warned South Korea and US of indiscriminate and pre-emptive 
nuclear strikes if the two allies go further with the drills. The threat from Pyongyang follows its 
leader Kim Jong-Un's order last week asking country's nuclear arsenal to be placed on standby 
for use at any moment against the South. 

 
World's Costliest Train Station Opened In New York At 9/11 Site 
 The World's most expensive train station in the world 

opens at the World Trade Center site in New York, United 
States Of America.  

 The site World Trade Center destroyed 14 years ago in 
the 9/11 attacks.  

 Santiago Calatrava, the Spanish Swiss architect taken 12 
years to make it. The site has been made at the World 
Trade Center Transportation Hub next to the Twin 
Towers, which were destroyed in the Al- Qaeda hijackings. 

 The site World Trade Center Transportation Hub is expected to eventually serve more than 
2,00,000 daily commuters. The building space measures 350 feet (107 meters) long by 115 
feet (35 meters) at its widest point. 

 The center connects the PATH commuter rail to New Jersey with New York subway lines, 
provides indoor pedestrian access to the Trade Center towers and will also house an enormous 
shopping and restaurant plaza. The transit hub will serve 250,000 people making it the third 
largest transportation center in the city. 

 
Mega Military Exercise of ASEAN Plus Countries Begins In Pune 
 The multinational mega Military Exercise Force 18 

conducted by Indian Army has started in Pune, 
Maharashtra from 2nd March.  

 The theme of the exercise is `Humanitarian Mine Action’ 
(HMA) and `Peacekeeping Operations’ (PKO).  

 The exercise will conclude on 8th March, 2016 with 
around 300 participants from 18 ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations ) Plus countries. 

 Participating ASEAN countries along with ASEAN Plus 
nations are India, Australia, Japan, New Zealand, China, South Korea, Russia and US . The ten 
ASEAN countries from South East Asia are Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

 The Exercise Force Eighteen is the largest multinational exercise ever conducted by the ground 
on Indian soil on Humanitarian Mine Action (HMA) and Peace Keeping Operatios (PKO). It is 
conducted by India as part of its ambitious Look (Act) East policy. The exercise will allow the 
armies of these countries to develop a common understanding in handling any complex 
situation. 
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TCS Recognized As Top Global Employer 
 Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), a leading IT services 

company has been recognized as a Global Top Employer 
by the Top Employers Institute.  

 The assessment was done among 1,072 companies 
worldwide and the TCS become 1st with an exceptional 
performer across 9 core HR areas including talent 
strategy, workforce planning, on-boarding, learning and 
development, performance management and leadership 
development, among others.  

 These things makes the company one in only eight organizations worldwide to have achieved 
this status. 

 This certification is only awarded to the best employers around the world organisations that 
demonstrate the highest standards of employee offerings.  

 Others in the list include CJSC Technip, DHL, Dimension data, Saint Gobain, JT International, 
Mobinil, Mobistar, Orange and Valeo. 

 This year, it was also certified as the Region-wide Top Employer in Europe for the 4th 
consecutive year. TCS earned the foremost rating in the United Kingdom and Germany, and 
also received an accreditation in six other countries in Europe - Belgium, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the Netherlands. 

 
Japan to stipulate 80% emission cut goal by 2050 
 The Japanese government will stipulate a long-term goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions 

by 80 per cent by 2050 from current levels. 
 The move follows the international climate agreement reached in Paris in December 2015. 
 The plan, being compiled by the environment ministry and the ministry of economy, trade and 

industry (METI), is likely to be approved by the cabinet before Japan hosts the Group of Seven 
(G7) summit in May. 

 The government is obligated by law to update the national plan for cutting emissions, but it has 
not had a new plan since fiscal 2013 partly because energy policy was thrown into disarray by 
disasters, including the 2011 Fukushima nuclear crisis. 

 Prior to the global climate talks in Paris, the administration decided on a goal of slashing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 26 percent in 2030 from 2013 levels, which will be included in 
the upcoming plan. 

 
NASA Invites India To Jointly Explore Mars 
 India and the US could jointly explore Mars and, who knows, an Indian 

astronaut could also head to the Red planet on a joint mission.  
 India Maiden mission to red planets manglyaan has opened the eyes 

of the world on ISRO’s capabilities at undertaking low cost, high value 
inter-planetary mission. 

 Director of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory or JPL Charles Elachi a part of 
NASA and an institution better known for piloting most of the 
American planetary exploration efforts with rovers like Curiosity, says India and the US could 
jointly explore Mars and even invited India to send astronauts to the Red Planet. 
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 When India launched its mission to Mars, and I congratulate India on a superb mission by 
reaching the orbit or Mars in the very first attempt.  

 JPL supported ISRO in the navigation and communication because of the antennas we have. 
Reaching the Mars orbit in first attempt was an amazing achievement and that too at such low 
cost. Now American scientists through its Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN Mission 
(MAVEN) mission and India through its Mars Orbiter Mission are sharing data. 

 
Arab League declares Lebanese movement Hezbollah a terrorist group 
 The Arab League has declared Lebanese movement Hezbollah, a Shia political organisation a 

terrorist group. The move comes after the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) had adopted the 
same stance.  

 Decision in this regard was taken during the Arab League Foreign Ministers’ meeting at the 
organisation’s seat in Egypt’s capital Cairo. All-22 Arab League members supported the 
decision except Lebanon and Iraq expressed reservations. 

 Hezbollah (Party of God) is a Shia political organisation created by Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
in the 1980s. It was established with an armed wing during Lebanon’s civil war from 1975 to 
1990. Currently, it is fighting in Lebanon’s neighbouring Syria to support the Government of 
President Bashar al-Assad.  

 The United States, Canada and Australia already have listed Hezbollah as a terrorist group and 
the European Union (EU) has also blacklisted its military wing.  

 
Scott Kelly, American Astronaut, Returns to Earth after 340 Days in Space 
 NASA(National Aeronautics and Space Administration) 

astronaut and Expedition 46 Commander Scott Kelly and his 
Russian counterpart Mikhail Kornienko returned on Earth. 

 After a historic 340-day mission aboard the International Space 
Station.  

 It was a science experiment to study the effects of microgravity 
on the human body, so that NASA can prepare astronauts for 
longer flights to Mars and beyond.  

 Mr. Kelly, who spent the time about 249 miles above the planet aboard the International Space 
Station, and the Russian cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko landed on Eastern in Kazakhstany. 

 

 France announced to end Operation Sangaris across Central African Republic in 2016. The 
decision was taken as its military intervention in the country has achieved its objectives of 
restoring security to the country after three years of communal violence. 

 Faustin Archange Touadera took oath as Central African Republic's President. Tauadera 
became the first elected President of the country in three years. Muslim rebel alliance Seleka 
overthrew the government in 2013. 

 World Bank approved $100 million loan to Jordan for creating jobs for Jordanians, Syrian 
refugees. The long-term loan is part of an attempt by the international community to improve 
conditions for refugees in overburdened host countries Jordan and Lebanon. 
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 Pakistan, Iran signed 6 MoUs to strengthen bilateral relations. The MoUs were signed in 
Islamabad during Iranian President Dr Hassan Rouhani’s visit to Pakistan. 

 UNSC extended mandate of UN Assistance Mission in Somalia until March 2017. A resolution in 
this regard was unanimously approved by all the 15 members of the Council in order to 
support an inclusive, free, fair and transparent electoral process in 2016 and universal 
elections by 2020. 

 Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic sentenced to 40-year imprisonment. The ruling 
was pronounced by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) as 
Karadzic was found guilty of 10 out 11 charges related to the Bosnian war (1992-95). 

 Union Cabinet approved India’s accession to the Ashgabat Agreement. The Agreement is an 
international and transit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and 
the Persian Gulf. 

 Nepal signed agreement with China to extend the strategic Tibet rail link to Nepal. The 
agreements were signed during the Nepalese Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s maiden visit to 
China and held wide-ranging talks with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and called on President Xi 
Jinping. 

 Lori Robinson nominated as first US female Combatant Chief. If approved by the Senate, US Air 
Force General Lori Robinson will be the new North command chief and will be responsible for 
any missile threats against the homeland. 

 Ali Mohamed Shein declared winner of Presidential Elections of semi-autonomous region 
Zanzibar. The presidential elections held on 20 March 2016 was the re-run of the elections 
held in October 2015, which were cancelled by the ZEC on grounds of fraud. 

 US Federal Reserve decided to keep Interest Rates unchanged. The stance of monetary policy 
remains accommodative, thereby supporting further improvement in labor market conditions 
and a return to 2 percent inflation. 

 China to set up International Maritime 'Judicial Centre'. The centre will be established to 
handle territorial disputes and protect China’s sovereignty, maritime rights and other core 
interests at sea. 

 UNESCO and CJ Welfare Foundation signed agreement to start a pre-school animation series 
Rainbow Ruby. UNESCO joined a global partnership centered on an animation based character 
for its key initiative for the first time. 

 Arab League declared Lebanese movement Hezbollah a terrorist group. Hezbollah, a Shia 
political organisation with an armed wing, fights in neighbouring Syria to support the 
government of President Bashar al-Assad. 

 Union Cabinet approved MoU between India and IMF for setting up South Asia Regional 
Training and Technical Assistance Center. The Centre will help in capacity building of 
Government officials by the International Monetary Fund and greater coordination between 
the six member countries of South Asia. 

 Signing and ratification of BIMSTEC Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal 
Matters approved. The Ministry of Home Affairs has been designated as the Central Authority 
under Article 15 of the Convention. 
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 UNFPA, UNICEF launched Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage. It will 
support those already married as girls in 12 countries across Africa, Asia and the Middle East 
where child marriage rates are high. 

 South Korea, US began largest ever military exercises. The 8-week long drill will involve about 
300000 South Korean troops and 15000 US personnel. 

 UNHCR, UNICEF launched Blue Dot hubs to protect children & families on move across Europe. 
Blue Dot Hubs are created at a time when women and children account for two thirds of those 
crossing to Europe. 

 UNSC imposed sanctions against North Korea. It was in response to the January 6 nuclear test 
and February 7 rocket launch that threatened International Peace and Security. 

 South Korea passed anti-terror bill. Among almost 300 parliamentary seats, only 156 ruling 
Saenuri Party lawmakers and one minority party member participated in a vote on the 
country's first anti-terrorism legislation. 

 Peru declared emergency after oil spill Hits Rivers. The pipeline burst poured 3000 barrels of 
crude oil into the two rivers, which are the main source of water and food for several 
indigenous communities. 

 2016 Iran Parliamentary and Assembly of Experts Election results declared. In the election 
claimed to be a fight between hardliners and reformists led by President Hassan Rouhani, no 
any party was able to prove majority. 
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Appointments-National/International 
 
Justice Permod Kohli Appointed As Chairman of Central Administrative Tribunal 
 Retired Chief Justice of Sikkim High Court Justice Permod Kohli has been 

appointed as the Chairman of Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT).  
 His appointment was approved by the Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet (ACC) chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  
 Justice Kohli will have tenure of five years with effect from the date of 

assumption of charge of the post or till attaining the age of 68 years, 
whichever is earlier. 

 Mr. Kohli born in 1951 in the town of Rajouri, Jammu and Kasmir. He joined Bar at Jammu in 
1972. Mr. Kohli became Advocate General of Jammu & Kashmir in December 1990. He is an 
expert in Constitutional, Civil and Taxation cases. He remained Legal Advisor to Sri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board and Sri Mata Vaishno Devi University till elevation.  

 He as Judge has provided services to the High Courts of Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand and 
Punjab & Haryana. Prior to this appointment in 2011 Mr. Kohli was elevated as the Chief 
Justice of the Sikkim High Court. 

 
HL Dattu appointed to International Human Rights body 
 Justice HL Dattu, chairperson, National Human Rights Commission, India emerged as the 

unanimous choice to be appointed as a member of the International Coordinating Committee 
of NHRIs (ICC) Bureau in Geneva. 

 Justice Dattu with his vast experience and legal expertise is expected to contribute richly to the 
approach of the ICC on the human rights issues being faced by the international community. 

 His presence on the ICC Bureau will help in not only strengthening the ICC but also enhance 
the role of NHRIs in the United Nations mechanisms.  

 He will also be working towards the creation of new NHRIs in the countries, which have not set 
up such bodies. 

 
General Lori Robinson Nominated As 1st US Female Combatant Chief 
 The US President Barack Obama has named the General 

Lori Robinson to head the U.S. combatant command.  
 The position is one of the most senior in the US Military 

and Robinson becomes the first woman to head this 
position.  

 President Barack Obama has approved the choice and 
now her nomination depends on Senate approval. If 
approved by the Senate, US Air Force General Lori 
Robinson will be the new North com chief and will be responsible for any missile threats 
against the homeland. 

 Presently she leads US air forces in the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) and Executive Director of 
Pacific Air Combat Operations Staff since 2014. According to Pentagon PACAF is responsible 
for Air Force activities spread over half the globe in a command that supports more than 
46,000 airmen mainly in Japan, Korea, Hawaii, Alaska and Guam. 
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 Robinson had enrolled in the US Air Force in 1982. And Earlier in September 2007 Lori had 
made history after she became the first Air Battle Manager and first woman 552nd ACW 
commander to be frocked to brigadier general. Her appointment comes after US Government 
had announced to open all combat roles in the US military to women in December 2015. The 
move had opened up about 220,000 positions to women. 

 
Myanmar Parliament elected Htin Kyaw as first civilian President 
 Myanmar's Parliament on 15 March 2016 elected Htin 

Kyaw as the first civilian president to lead the country 
after 53 years of military rule. Army took power in a 
1962 coup. He is a close aide and adviser of Aung San 
Suu Kyi, the leader of National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party. 

 He was elected with 360 of the total 652 votes casted 
while, military-nominated Myint Swe received 213 votes 
and stood second followed by the other NLD candidate, 
Henry Van Thio, who got 79 votes. 

 They will serve as first vice-president and second vice-president respectively. Kyaw will 
replace Thein Sein who will step down at the end of March 2016 after five years of army-
backed rule. 

 Htin Kyaw was elected under a complex system in which the two chambers of parliament 
nominated two presidential candidates and military MPs nominated a third, assuring the army 
continued influence. 

 The army also retains 25 percent of seats in parliament under a 2008 constitution that it 
drafted, giving it an effective veto on constitutional change. It also keeps key ministerial 
portfolios related to security. 

 
Ex SC Judge Balbir Singh Chauhan Appointed As Chairman of 21st Law Commission of India 
 The Union Government has appointed the former Supreme Court Judge justice Balbir Singh 

Chauhan as the Chairman of 21st Law Commission of India (LCI).  
 The announcement has made after six month of delay 

because The post has been lying vacant since last 
September when the commission was constituted.  

 Currently he is Chairman of the Cauvery River Water 
Disputes Tribunal. 

 He was judge of the SC from May 2009 to July 2014. 
Apart from him, Union Government has appointed 
former judge of the Gujarat high court Justice Ravi R 
Tripathi as member of 21st Law Commission of India. He 
retired as judge last May. 

 The 21st LCI will give its major recommendations on a review of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
the criminal justice system and the bail law in order to ensure uniformity in the procedure of 
granting the relief. While LCI is a non-statutory and non-constitutional body constituted by the 
Union Government from time to time. 
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Egyptian Diplomat Ahmed Abul Gheit Named As Secretary General of Arab League 
 Veteran Egyptian diplomat Ahmed Abul Gheit (73) has been selected as Secretary General of 

the Arab League.  
 The 22-member league voted unanimously in favour of Aboul Gheit who was only contender 

for the post at its ministerial meeting held in Cairo, Egypt.  
 He will succeed Nabil El-Araby, Egyptian diplomat whose term ends in July 2016 after he had 

rejected second five-year term.  
 Abul Gheit is a former ambassador of Egypt to the United Nations. He had served as Egypt’s 

foreign minister from 2004 to 2011 during the final seven years of Hosni Mubarak’s rule. 
About Arab League The Arab League is a regional organization of Arab countries in and around 
North Africa, the Horn of Africa and Arabia.  

 
Sunil Sabharwal Re Appointed As Alternate Executive Director at IMF 
 Independent investor Sunil Sabharwal has become the first 

Indian American to occupy a key administration post as 
Alternate Executive Director at the IMF.  

 Mr. Sabharwal is re nominated by US President Barack Obama. 
He was 1st nominated in April 2014 and then renominated to 
the position of Alternate Executive Director of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF).  

 The post of Alternate Executive Director is one of the most 
powerful position in the IMF considering more than the 16.81 
% voting share (highest) of US in the total IMF voting share.  

 Prior to this appointment Mr. Sabharwal has served as board chairman of Ogone, a European 
e-commerce payment services firm, from 2011-13.  

 Mr. Sabharwal also had served as Senior Vice President of Strategic Investments at First Data 
Corporation/Western Union from 2003 to 2006. Since 2006, he has been an independent 
investor in the payments sector.  

 
Former Chief Justice of India H.L. Dattu Joined NHRC as Chairperson 
 Former Chief Justice of India H L Dattu took charge as the 

Chairperson of National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC).  

 He is the 7th Chairperson of the NHRC. His appointment 
announced under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 
1993, by the President on the recommendation of the 
high powered committee headed by the Prime Minister 
for the tenure of 5 years.  

 The committee had cleared the name of Justice Dattu for the post last week.  
 The post was lying vacant form the last 8 months after the retirement of Justice K G 

Balakrishnan.  
 The former Chief Justice Of India (CJI) took over the position from Justice C Joseph, who has 

been the acting chairperson since the end of the five-year term of former chairperson K G 
Balakrishnan.  
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 Fazle Kabir appointed Governor of Bangladesh Bank. Kabir replaced Atiur Rahman, who had 
resigned after taking moral responsibility over electronic theft of 101 million US dollars from 
the central bank's account with the New York Federal Reserve Bank. 

 Foreign Minister Hashim Thaci was on 26 February 2016 elected as president of Kosovo by the 
Members of Parliament amid the protests. He succeeded Atifete Jahjaga as head of state after 
winning the required simple majority in voting held in Pristina.  

 Central African Republic‘s newly elected president Faustin Archange Touadera took the oath of 
office, ushering in the first elected leader since Muslim rebels overthrew the government more 
than three years ago. 

 The electoral authority of Tanzania’s semi-autonomous archipelago of Zanzibar, the ZEC, 
announced incumbent President Ali Mohamed Shein had won his re-election bid, after polls 
boycotted by the main opposition party. Shein from the ruling CCM party easily won after the 
main opposition party, the Civic United Front or CUF, boycotted the election, protesting the 
ZEC’s decision to nullify the results of last October’s general election in which the opposition 
apparently won both the presidency and the house of representatives. 

 The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the lead UN agency for delivery of a world 
where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person’s potential 
is fulfilled, appointed actor and activist Ashley Judd as its Goodwill Ambassador. Ashley Judd is 
an American actress and political activist. She grew up in a family of successful performing 
artists as the daughter of country music singer Naomi Judd and the sister of Wynonna Judd.  

 Michelle Yeoh, the award winning action heroine has been appointed as United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) Goodwill Ambassador.  The UNDP works to eradicate 
poverty and reduce inequality.  The Malaysian born actress will focus on raising awareness 
and mobilising support for the recently launched Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 Indian-origin professor Surya Deva appointed UN Adviser on Human Rights and Businesses. 
After the appointment, Deva will serve as a member of the four-member Working Group on the 
issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises. 

 Indian-American Nandita Bakhshi named President, CEO of Bank of the West. Bakhshi will take 
over the roles of President and CEO-designate effective from 1 April 2016 and will assume the 
role on 1 June 2016. 

 Ritu Beri appointed advisor to Khadi and Village Industries Commission. The commission 
appointed Beri as an advisor for a period of one year during which she will advise on ways to 
promote khadi. 

 Vice Admiral HCS Bisht took charge as Commanding-in-Chief of Eastern Naval Command. He 
will head the Eastern Naval Command from the day of his assumption of charge. 

 Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) N P S Hira has been appointed as Deputy Chief of Army Staff. He 
will be now moving to Army Headquarters in New Delhi. Presently he is posted as Chief of Staff 
of Northern command at Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir. He was commissioned in the Sikh 
Light Infantry.   
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Person Resigned/Retired 
 
Record-breaking Astronaut Scott Kelly Retiring This April 
 Astronaut Scott Kelly will retire from NASA next month, 

after spending nearly a year in space and setting a record 
for the most cumulative days in space of any American. 

 Kelly is a former Navy pilot who joined NASA in 1996, 
will leave the agency April 1. Kelly joined the astronaut 
corps in 1996 and currently holds the American record 
for most time spent in space. After retiring, Kelly will 
continue to participate in the ongoing research related to 
his one-year mission. 

 Kelly flew in space four times, beginning with space 
shuttle Discovery’s trip to NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope on the STS-103 servicing mission in 
1999. 

 Kelly broke the American record for most cumulative time in space during his one-year 
mission, accruing 520 days. 

 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is the agency of the United States 
Federal Government responsible for the civilian space program as well as aeronautics and 
aerospace research. 

 NASA Administrator Charles Bolden has named Cornell University Astronomy Professor 
Steven W. Squyres, as chairman of the NASA Advisory Council (NAC). 

 
Australia’s Shane Watson to Retire from Internationals after World Twenty20 
 Veteran Australian all-rounder Shane Watson has announced 

that he would retire from international cricket at the end of the 
ongoing World Twenty20 tournament in India. He is 34 year 
old.  

 He shared his decision to call it quits with teammates in Mohali, 
where Australia take on Pakistan in a World T20 group match.  

 Mr. Watson had retired from Test cricket at the end of last 
year's Ashes tour of England.   

 Mr. Shane Watson made his debut in year 2002 as an opening batsman and a reliable pacer.  
 He also took 168 ODI wickets and holds the Australian record for the highest ODI score, an 

unbeaten 185 against Bangladesh in Dhaka in 2011.  
 
Bangladesh Bowlers Taskin And Sunny Suspended By ICC 
 Bangladesh left-arm spinner Arafat Sunny and pacer Taskin Ahmed have been suspended from 

bowling in international cricket council with immediate effect after an independent 
assessment found their bowling actions to be illegal, dealing a massive blow to the team’s 
campaign in the ongoing World Twenty20. 

 Both bowlers underwent assessments in Chennai last week, after being reported for suspect 
actions during the World T20 round-one match against Netherlands in Dharamsala on 9th 
March.  

 They can apply for a re-assessment at any stage after modifying their bowling actions.  
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 Arafat’s analysis revealed that the elbow extension for majority of his deliveries had exceeded 
the 15 degrees level of tolerance permitted under the ICC Regulations while not all of Taskin’s 
deliveries were legal.  

 Now the left-arm spinner Saqlain Sajib will replace Sunny in Bangladesh's World T20 squad 
and Taskin will be replaced by offspin-bowling all rounder Shuvagata Hom.  

 
Vijay Mallya quits as RCB Director 
 Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) has confirmed to the BCCI that 

Russell Adams has been designated as points man for all further 
correspondence.  

 The decision has been taken when Mr. Vijay Mallya has resigned as 
the director of the Royal Challengers Sports Private Limited 
(RCSPL). But he will hold the post of chief mentor. 

 Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) has confirmed that the founding 
promoter of the Bengaluru franchise of the Indian Premier League (IPL).  

 RCSPL, the company that runs the daily affairs of the RCB team. Mallya has been representing 
the UB Group as Chairman from 2008 by a bid for the Bangalore team at $ 111.6 million for ten 
years (2008-2017).  

 RCSPL is a subsidiary of United Spirits which is controlled by Diageo.  
 
UN suspends Maria Sharapova as Goodwill Ambassador after doping allegations 
 The United Nations (UN) has suspended Russian tennis 

player Maria Sharapova as Goodwill Ambassador of the 
organisation after she was tested positive on doping 
allegations.  

 She was suspended by New York based UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) until the outcome of the 
investigation into her case is known.  

 However, UNDP has mentioned that they are grateful to 
Maria Sharapova for her support to their work, especially around the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster recovery.  

 Earlier in March 2016, the five times Grand Slam champion and the highest-paid female athlete 
Maria Sharapova had announced that she tested positive for a drug called meldonium, at the 
Australian Open earlier in January 2016. 

 
Aaron Phangiso Suspended For illegal Bowling Action 
 Aaron Phangiso, the South African left-arm spinner, has been suspended from bowling in 

domestic cricket with immediate effect after his action was found to be illegal. 
 Cricket South Africa announced An International Cricket Council (ICC) movement expert found 

his arm extended beyond the 15 degrees allowed. 
 Phangiso’s action was reported after he took 2 for 38 for the Highveld Lions in their eight-

wicket win against Warriors in the semifinal of South Africa’s domestic Momentum One Day 
Cup. 
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Sports 
 
India to host 2017 FIFA Under-17 World Cup 
 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

has given its approval for holding of Federation Internationale de 
Football Association (FIFA) Under-17 World Cup to be held in India 
in 2017.  

 It is likely to be held in the month of September -October 2017. 
 The venues of the game will be, 1-JLN Stadium, New Delhi; 2-D.Y. 

Patil Stadium, Navi Mumbai; 3-JLN Stadium, Kochi; 4-Salt Lake 
Stadium, Kolkata; 5 JLN Stadium, Fatorda Goa and I.G. Stadium 
Guwahati. 

 Expenditure towards overlays and equipment including display 
boards, etc. may be incurred. The total cost, however, will be within 
Rs.95 crore as approved earlier. 

 In the eventuality of any additional requirement of funds, Department of Sports will take up 
the matter with the Department of Expenditure. 

 
Hockey India Annual Awards: Sreejish and Deepika Won Hockey Player of The Year 
 Deepika and PR Sreejesh has won the Dhruv Batra Player of 

the Year Award for Women and Men respectively at the 
Hockey India (HI) Annual Awards. The award has been given 
in the 2nd Hockey India Annual Awards ceremony for 2015.  

 The best hockey players in India and former greats of the 
game came together for the awards, whose total prize money 
was in excess of Rs.2 crore. 

 Apart from them Late Captain Shankar Laxman has won the 
coveted Major Dhyan Chand Lifetime Achievement Award, Mr. 
Baldev Singh for Invaluable Contribution, Madhya Pradesh 
Hockey Academy for Outstanding Achievement etc.  

 The first set of awards marking important milestones in the careers of players were presented 
to Dharamvir Singh, Kothajit Singh, Birendra Lakra and Sushila Chanu for making 100 
appearances for India. They were also presented with a cheque of Rs.50,000.  

 While Mr. Gurbaj Singh and V.R. Raghunath were awarded for turning out in India colours 200 
times and were presented with a cheque of Rs.1 lakh each. 

 
Gurmeet Singh becomes 1st Indian to win Asian 20km Race Walk Championships 
 Gurmeet Singh created history by becoming the first Indian athlete to clinch a gold medal in 

the Asian 20km Race Walk Championships as he won the men's event with his season's best 
effort. 

 Gurmeet clocked 1 hour 20 minutes and 29 seconds. He beat Japan's Isamu Fujisawa (1:20:49) 
in a close fight in the last 5km. Kazakhstan's Georgiy Sheiko won the bronze medal in 
1:21:52.Gurmeet clocked 1 hour 20 minutes and 29 seconds.  

 He beat Japan's Isamu Fujisawa (1:20:49) in a close fight in the last 5km. Kazakhstan's Georgiy 
Sheiko won the bronze medal in 1:21:52. 
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 By winning the Asian title Gurmeet has made a strong case for himself for selection in the Rio 
Olympic Games. Nine Indians have so far bettered the Games qualifying standard in men's 
20km race walk and only three will make it to the final in Rio. 

 
Services won Santosh Trophy of Football 2-1 
 Services on 13 March 2016 won the Santosh Trophy National Football Championships title. In 

the summit clash at SEC Railway Stadium in Nagpur, Services defeated host Maharashtra 2-1. 
 Arjun Tudu, a national camper for the SAFF Cup in 2015, scored twice in the space of 11 

minutes (26th and 37th) to help Services clinch their fifth title overall. Services took away 5 
lakh rupees for winning the tournament while Maharashtra got 3 lakh rupees for finishing 
runners-up. 

 Santosh Trophy, started in 1941, is an annual Indian football tournament. It is contested by 
states and government institutions. It was the premier football competition in the country 
before the National Football League started in the year 1996. The first winners were Bengal, 
who also leads the all-time winners list with 31 titles to date. 

 The trophy is named after the late Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy Chowdhary of Santosh 
(now in Bangladesh) who had been the President of the Indian Football Association, the 
football organisation of Bengal and the donators of the trophy. 

 
Rest of India complete record run chase to beat Mumbai by 4 wickets 
 Rest of India (ROI) pull off an incredible chase to beat 41 times Ranji Trophy champions 

Mumbai by four wickets.  
 Needing 480 to win the match with a day and a half to go, ROI went about their job without 

much fuss as they reached the target with just a few overs left in the match.  
 Left-arm spinner Iqbal Abdullah picked up five wickets in the fourth innings, but his team fell 

short in the end.  
 This is not only ROI’s highest score in the fourth innings, but also their highest successful run 

chase, with the previous best being 273 for 4 against Baroda in 2001, under the leadership of 
VVS  

 ROI were bowled out for 306 in their first innings, thereby conceding a lead of 297 runs. 
Mumbai did not enforce the follow-on, but were bowled out for just 182, thereby setting ROI a 
target of 480. No other bowler barring Abdullah managed to pick up a single wicket as ROI 
romped home. 

 
Patna Pirates Beat U Mumba 31-28 to Win 3rd Season of Pro Kabaddi League 
 Season 3 of Star Sports Pro Kabaddi, ended on a high note with 

power packed action between U Mumba and Patna Pirates.  
 Stamping their authority and continuing their dream winning 

streak, Patna Pirates beat the dominant U Mumba to emerge as 
Champions of Pro Kabaddi Season 3. 

 The score closed at 31-28 in favour of Patna Pirates after a 
thrilling 40 minute play of perhaps the best kabaddi of the 
season, followed by Manpreet Singh, captain of Patna Pirates 
holding up the golden trophy amidst spectacular scenes of celebration. 
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Asia Cup 2016 Concludes In Bangladesh & India Won Its 6th Asia Cup Title 
 India beat Bangladesh by 8 wickets in the final to win 

their Asia Cup title. With this victory, India lifted their 
sixth Asia Cup title.  

 This is the first time the Asia Cup was held in T20 format 
and India proved that why they are No.1 side in T20 
Internationals. 

 India finish their unbeaten run in the Asia Cup with a 
strong performance in the final. Bangladesh fought hard 
in phases but a victory with six balls to spare and eight wickets in hand is a pretty emphatic 
one in the end.  

 The 2016 Asia Cup was a Twenty20 International (T20I) cricket tournament that was held in 
Bangladesh from 24 February to 6 March 2016.  

 It was the 13th edition of the Asia Cup, the fifth to be held in Bangladesh.  
 
Indian Shooter Jitu Rai Clinches Gold 50m Pistol Gold 
 Jitu Rai (Nepali) (born 25 August 1987) is an Indian shooter of Nepalese origin, clinch the 50m 

pistol gold at the ISSF World Cup Bangkok. 
 Jitu Rai beat China’s former World and Olympic 

Champion Wei to second place shooting 191.3 to Pang’s 
186.5. Wang Zhiwei, also of China and an Olympic Bronze 
medallist, finished third with a final round score of 165.8.  

 Jitu Rai reached the final by finishing third at the end of 
the 60 shot qualifying series with a score of 562.  

 He led the field of eight top qualifiers with a score of 564, 
while Zheiwei followed him in second place scoring 563.  

 Former World Champion Tomoyuki Matsuda of Japan was also going to be a threat in the final 
given his recent form in the Asian Shooting qualifiers in Delhi. 

 
Mumbai U-23 Team Clinched CK Nayudu Trophy 2015-16 
 The Mumbai under-23 team clinched the Col CK Nayudu Trophy by defeating Madhya Pradesh 

at the Holkar Stadium in Indore.  
 Mumbai bowled out Madhya Pradesh for 442 and took a first innings lead of 135 runs to be 

declared the winner. 
 This was Mumbai’s second big title of the season, After clinching their 41st Ranji Trophy title in 

Pune around a week back.  
 Winning team’s right arm seam bowler Tushar Deshpande made the most of the third new ball 

in the closing minutes of the game.  
 The Mumbai team, winners of the 2015, 2016, U23 Col C K Nayudu Trophy, will be awarded 

with a cash prize of 20 lakh rupees on clinching the title. 
 

 Lin Dan from China has won the prestigious 2016 All England Badminton title in the men’s 
singles category.In the final match played at Birmingham, England he defeated Chinese 
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teammate Tian Houwei. It was his overall sixth All England badminton title and earlier he had 
won it in 2004, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012.  

 Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has entered into a 4 year partnership with Hyundai 
Motor India Ltd (HMIL) as an associate sponsor for all international matches at home. Hyundai 
is a Korean car maker.  As per the agreement, HMIL would be the official partner of BCCI for all 
formats like Test, One day & T20.   

 Beverage giants PepsiCo has named as the new associate sponsor of BCCI , which was earlier 
pulled out as title sponsors of the Indian Premier League in October.  BCCI has named it as 
BCCI's official associate sponsor for all international matches in India.  

 Ace Indian shuttler HS Prannoy (World no 13) has won the prestigious 2016 Swiss Open Grand 
Prix Gold badminton tournament in the men’s single category. In the final match played at 
Basel, Switzerland, he defeated Marc Zwiebler (World no 7) of Germany. It was his second 
Grand Prix Gold title after the Indonesia Open Grand Prix Gold won in 2014.  

 Rahul Sachdev on 29 February 2016 won the 1st All India Open Invitational Snooker 
Championship 2016 in Aurangabad, Maharashtra.This tournament was organized by Billiards 
and Snooker Association of Aurangabad and had no relation with Cue Sports India. 

 Zaheer Khan appointed Captain of Delhi Daredevils for 2016 IPL season. He would replace 
South African all-rounder JP Duminy who was captain in the last season. 

 Sergey Karjakin won 2016 World Chess Candidates Tournament. Karjakin will now play with 
the incumbent world champion, Norwegian Grandmaster Magnus Carlsen, in a match for the 
world chess crown in the United States in November 2016. 

 Dutch soccer legend Johan Cruyff died. Cruyff’s talent was such that he is comfortably placed 
alongside Pele, Diego Maradona, Franz Beckenbauer and Lionel Messi as the best footballers of 
all time. 

 9th International Abilympics started in France. The event aims to promote social awareness in 
the field of skills development and employment both locally and internationally, and foster 
friendship among the competing nations. 

 Germany’s Nico Rosberg won 2016 Australian Grand Prix. Britain’s Lewis Hamilton, winner of 
2015 Australian Grand Prix, secured the second place in the race. 

 Wrestler Hardeep Singh won silver medal in Asian Olympic Qualification Tournament. Even 
before the win, by virtue of reaching the final in the 98 kg category, he was qualified for 
participation in the Rio Olympics 2016 in Greco-Roman category. 

 Yogeshwar Dutt clinched gold medal in Asian Olympic Qualification Tournament. Dutt became 
the second Indian wrestler after Narsingh Yadav to qualify for the Rio Games, to be held in 
August 2016. 

 Gurmeet Singh became first Indian to win Gold Medal in Asian 20 Kilometer Race Walk. His 
feat was the first time in 34 years that an Indian won a gold in either an Asian Championships 
or Asian Games in this event. 
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 UK Anti-Doping appointed as Secretariat for International Olympic Committee Anti-doping 
Taskforce. UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) was granted a role of organising a worldwide fight against 
performance-enhancing drugs in the run-up to 2016 Olympic Games in Rio. 

 Services won Santosh Trophy of Football 2-1. Arjun Tudu, a national camper for the SAFF Cup 
in 2015, scored twice in the space of 11 minutes (26th and 37th) to help Services clinch their 
fifth title overall. 

 Rest of India defeated Mumbai to lift Irani Cup Cricket Title. Rest of India’s chase was also the 
best-ever run-chase in the Irani history. It bettered Rest’s 424, chasing 421 set by Delhi at the 
Feroz Shah Kotla in 1982-83. 

 Indian men and women won Gold at World Team Table Tennis Championship. Indian women’s 
team defeated Luxemburg 3-1 in the event final of the Second Division, while Indian men’s 
team emerged victorious over Brazil with a score of 3-2. 

 Sri Lanka Cricket Board constituted Arvinda de Silva-led National Cricket Selection Panel. The 
Board also announced that Angelo Mathews will be the captain and Dinesh Chandimal the Vice 
Captain of the team for the T-20 Cricket World Cup. 

 FIH promoted Napoleon Singh as international Umpire. Napoleon started his career as an 
umpire from Manipur in the third Hockey India Junior Women National Championship 2013 
held at Ranchi, Jharkhand. 

 Basanta Bahadur Rana won gold in 50km race walk at National Championships. Uttarakhand's 
Chandan Singh, who has already achieved Rio qualification mark in men's 20km event, finished 
second with a time of 4:09:50 while Jitender Singh Rathore of Rajasthan grabbed the bronze 
medal in 4:12:10. 

 Armaan Ebrahim won FMSCI Motorsports Man of the Year Trophy. On 12 December 2008, he 
was announced as the first Asian driver to sign up for the rebirth of FIA Formula Two in 2009, 
driving car number six. 

 Rahul Sachdev won 1st All India Open Invitational Snooker Championship 2016. This 
tournament was organized by Billiards and Snooker Association of Aurangabad and had no 
relation with Cue Sports India. 
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Honours/ Awards 
 
British mathematician Andrew Wiles wins 2016 Abel Prize  
 British mathematician Andrew Wiles (62) was named as the 

winner of the prestigious 2016 Abel Prize.  
 He was selected by the Norwegian Academy of Sciences and 

Letters for solving a centuries old hypothesis (equation), 
Fermat’s Last Theorem.  

 Academy has described his achievement as an epochal 
moment for mathematics and will be bestowed with this 
award in May 2016 by the Crown Prince Haakon.  

About Andrew Wiles  
 Born on 11 April 1953 in Cambridge, England. He is a Royal Society Research Professor at the 

University of Oxford and specialises in number theory.  
 He had earned his bachelor’s degree in mathematics in 1974 at Merton College, Oxford and a 

PhD at Clare College, Cambridge in 1980.  
 He was a Royal Society Research Professor at the University of Oxford from 1988 to 1990. In 

2011, he again had rejoined Oxford as Royal Society Research Professor.  
 Awards and Honours: The asteroid 9999 Wiles was named after Wiles in 1999. Knight 

Commander of the Order of the British Empire (2000), Pythagoras Award (2004) etc.  
 Fact: Indian American mathematician R. Srinivasa Varadhan was bestowed with this award in 

2007 for his fundamental contributions to probability theory and for creating a unified theory 
of large deviation. 

 
Arvind Kejriwal named among World’s 50 Greatest Leaders by Fortune Magazine  
 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has been named 

among the world’s 50 greatest leaders by Fortune 
magazine. He is sole leader from India in the list and has 
been placed at 42nd position.  

 2016 edition is Fortune magazine’s third annual ‘World’s 50 Greatest Leaders’ list and it has 
been topped by Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos.  

Key facts  
 Top 10: Jeff Bezos (1st position), Angela Merkel (2nd), Aung San Suu Kyi (3rd), Pope Francis 

(4th), Tim Cook (5th), John Legend (6th), Christiana Figueres (7th), Paul Ryan (8th), Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg (9th) and Sheikh Hasina (10th).  

 Indian Americans in the list: Indian-American Nikki Haley and Resham Saujani were placed at 
17th and 20th position respectively.  

 Nikki Haley is South Carolina’s Governor and Resham Saujani is founder and CEO of tech 
organization ‘Girls Who Code’. 

 Others in the list: US astronaut Scott Kelly and Russian cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko (22th), 
IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde (36), Melinda Gates and Susan Desmond-Hellmann 
(41th), Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (48) and Bhutanese Prime Minister Tshering 
Tobgay (50).  

About World’s 50 Greatest Leaders list  
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 The ‘World’s 50 Greatest Leaders’ list of Fortune Magazine features men and women from 
across the globe from the fields of government, business, arts and the philanthropy who are 
transforming the world and inspiring others to do the same.  

 
10th Asian Film Awards  
 The 10th edition of Asian film Awards, one of the Asia’s leading film awards was held in the 

Venetian Casino and Hotel in Macau, China. The Assassin has bagged 8 awards in different 
categories in the 2016 Asian film Awards.  

 It is a 2015 martial arts film based on story of highly trained female assassin and is directed by 
Taiwanese director Hou Hsiao-Hsien.  

List of winners  
 Best Film: The Assassin.  
 Best Director: Hou Hsiao-Hsien (The Assassin) from 

Taiwan.  
 Best Actor: Lee Byung-hun (The Inside Men).  
 Best Actress: Shu Qi (The Assassin).  
 Best Supporting Actor: Tadanobu Asano (Journey to 

the Shore).  
 Best Supporting Actress: Zhou Yun (The Assassin).  
 Lifetime Achievement Award: Yuen Wo-ping and Kirin Kiki  
About Asian Film Awards (AFA)  
 It is one of Asia’s leading film awards that celebrate excellence in Asian cinema by bestowing 

annual awards to the many diverse talents and films of the region.  
 Inaugurated in 2007. It was held in Hong Kong for seven years and the 8th moved to one of 

Asia’s fastest growing entertainment hubs, Macau. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is among the most influential people on the Internet and 
Modi to Join World Leaders in Wax at Madame Tussauds 
 The TIMEs magazine cited Modi’s unconventional 

announcement on Twitter of his visit to Pakistan last year 
while naming him among ‘The 30 Most Influential People 
on the Internet’ for the second year in a row in this year’s 
unranked list. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is among the most 
influential people on the Internet, According to TIME 
magazine describing the Indian leader as an “Internet 
star” who often uses social media to “conduct 
diplomacy”.  

 In other news Prime Minister Narendra Modi will join the ranks of prominent global leaders at 
Madame Tussauds in London, Singapore, Hong Kong and Bangkok to In april 2016, the world 
famous wax museum announced.  

 Describing him as a “hugely important figure in world politics”, according to museum the 
Indian Prime Minister had given the museum’s team of artists and experts a sitting at his 
residence in New Delhi earlier this year. 
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63rd National Film Awards 
 The 63rd National Film Awards were announced on 28 March 2016. 
 The awards will be presented by Directorate of Film Festivals of India to honour the best films 

of 2015 in the Indian cinema. The award ceremony will be held on 3 May 2016. 
  

S.No. Award Winner 

1.  Best Feature Film Baahubali: The Beginning 

2.  Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome 
Entertainment 

Bajrangi Bhaijaan 

3.  Best Children's Film Duronto 

4.  Best Direction Sanjay Leela Bhansali for Bajirao 
Mastani 

5.  Nargis Dutt Award for Best Feature Film on National 
Integration 

Nanak Shah Fakir 

6.  Best Actor Amitabh Bachchan for Piku 

7.  Best Actress Kangana Ranaut for Tanu Weds Manu 
Returns 

8.  Best Supporting Actor Samuthirakani for Visaranai 

9.  Best Supporting Actress Tanvi Azmi for Bajirao Mastani 

10.  Best Hindi Film Dum Laga Ke Haisha 

11.  Best Punjabi Film Chauthi Koot 

 
Mother Teresa to become a saint on Sept. 4: Pope Francis 
 Mother Teresa will be made a saint on September 4, Pope Francis announced. 19 years after 

the death of the Nobel Laureate who spent 45 years serving the poor and sick on the streets of 
Kolkata. 

 “Pope Francis approved Mother Teresa’s elevation to sainthood and set September 4 as the 
date for her canonisation,” said a message from the Vatican to the Mother House — the 
headquarters of the Missionaries of Charity in Kolkata. 

 Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity and spent 45 years serving the poor, the sick, the 
orphaned, and the dying on the streets of Kolkata. She died at the age of 87 here in 1997. 

 
Palestinian Hanan Al Hroub won 2016 Global Teacher Prize 
 A Palestinian primary school teacher from a refugee camp, 

Hanan Al Hroub, on 13 March 2016 won one million dollar 
Global Teacher Prize. She was awarded for her outstanding 
contribution to the profession. 

 Hroub, who runs the Samiha Khalil High School in Al-Bireh, 
Palestine, defeated nine other finalists from around the 
world, including India’s Robin Chaurasiya to win the award. 
The 2016 Winner of the Global Teacher Prize was 
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announced by Pope Francis in a ceremony held at the Atlantis Palm Hotel in Dubai. 
 Hroub uses a specialist approach in her school, which she developed, detailed in her book 'We 

Play and Learn' to overcome tense environments of the region under the shadow of the Israel-
Palestine conflict. Hroub's approach has led to a decline in violent behaviour in schools where 
it was a frequent occurrence. She has also inspired her colleagues to review the way they teach 
and their classroom management strategies. 

 Robin Chaurasiya runs a not-for-profit school in Mumbai for girls from the city's red light 
district of Kamatipura. 

 The Global Teacher Prize is a 1 million US dollar award presented annually to an exceptional 
teacher who has made an outstanding contribution to their profession. 

 
Anand Mahindra conferred with France's Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur 
 Mahindra & Mahindra Chairman and Managing Director (MD) Anand Mahindra was conferred 

with Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honour) by French 
Government.  

 He was presented with this award by Francois Richier, Ambassador of France to India in 
recognition of his outstanding national and international achievements.  

 Anand Mahindra is one of the most prominent business leaders in India. Under his leadership 
Mahindra & Mahindra group has turned into a global company of outstanding repute.  

About Knight of the Legion of Honour  
 Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur is the highest French civilian award which was started by 

first emperor of France Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802.  
 It is bestowed upon person for his outstanding service to France, regardless of the nationality. 

Its motto is Honour and Fatherland.  
 Note: Anand Mahindra’s father Harish Mahindra and uncle Keshub Mahindra have also been 

recipients of this award in the past.  
 
France Highest Honour "Legion d'Honneur" To Saudi Prince 
 President Francois Hollande has awarded the Legion d’Honneur, France’s highest honour, to 

visiting Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Nayef. Nayef was cited for his “efforts in the fight 
against terrorism and extremism." 

 But the France has been accused of devaluing its highest national honour after that the Legion 
of Honour was quietly awarded to the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia on a visit to Paris. 

 Earlier this year, The French government was among the most vocal outside the Middle East in 
its condemnation of Saudi mass executions, calling the kingdom’s killing of 47 people “deeply 
deplorable”. Yet almost two months to the day after that statement was issued, President 
François Hollande awarded his nation’s most prestigious award to the heir to the Saudi throne, 
Prince Mohammed bin Naif.  

 The Legion of Honour is regarded as among the first and most prestigious modern orders of 
merit in the world. In both France and the UK, there was anger at the decision to award the 
symbolically significant medal to the deputy leader of a country which has executed 70 people 
since the start of the year. 
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Manoj Kumar to be conferred Dadasaheb Phalke Award  
 Veteran Film Actor and Director Manoj Kumar has been 

selected for the prestigious 47th Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 
the year 2015.  

 He was unanimously selected by a five member jury consisted 
of Lata Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle, Salim Khan, Nitin Mukesh 
and Anup Jalota.  

About Manoj Kumar  
 Manoj Kumar was born as Harikishan Giri Goswami on 24 

July 1937 in Abbottabad (now in Pakistan), then part of 
British India.  

 He had shifted to Delhi at the age of 10 due to India-Pakistan partition after independence. He 
entered in the film industry after graduating from Hindu College, University of Delhi. 

 His debut role as an actor was in the film Fashion (1957) and as a leading role was in film 
Kaanch Ki Gudia (1960).  

 He is remembered for his films Hariyali Aur Raasta, Himalaya Ki God Mein, Woh Kaun Thi, Do 
Badan, Patthar Ke Sanam, Upkaar, Neel Kamal, Purab Aur Paschim, Roti Kapda Aur Makaan, 
and Kranti.  

 He is best known for acting in and directing films with patriotic themes. His first patriotic film 
was Shaheed (1965) based on the life of Bhagat Singh.  

 Awards and Honours: He is a recipient of National Film Award (1968) for the film Upkaar. He 
also was honoured with the Padma Shri in 1992 and Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award in 
1999.  

 
Three British scientists win 2016 Brain Prize 
 Three British scientists have won a prestigious 2016 Grete Lundbeck European Brain Research 

Prize (also known as Brain Prize) for giving vital insight how the human brain remembers, 
learns and navigates.  

 These scientists are Timothy Bliss: He is a visiting worker at the Crick Institute in London. 
Graham Collingridge: He is professor of neuroscience in anatomy at the University of Bristol. 
He is also head of the Department of Physiology at the University of Toronto. Richard Morris: 
He is a professor of neuroscience at the University of Edinburgh  

 Prize criteria: It is awarded to scientist of any nationality although, research for which they are 
nominated must be carried in Europe or in collaboration with European researchers. 

 
Geetakshi Arora wins inaugural Noor Inayat Khan Prize  
 An Indian student Geetakshi Arora has been awarded the inaugural 

Noor Inayat Khan Prize for her excellent dissertation on “Goddess 
Myths in Graphic Novels: Reimagining Indian Feminity”.  

 Currently, Geetakshi is a post-graduate student of the South Asia 
Institute at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
University of London.  

About Noor Inayat Khan Prize  
 The award has been instituted in the memory of Noor Inayat Khan, 

famous World War II heroine.  
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 The award was established by Noor Inayat Khan Memorial Trust that promote the message of 
peace, non-violence and religious and racial harmony. The award consists of 1,000 pounds and 
certificate.  

About Noor Inayat Khan  
 Noor Inayat Khan (also known as “Nora Baker” and “Madeleine”) was of Indian Sufi origin and 

believed in non-violence and religious harmony.  
 Born in Moscow to an Indian father, Hazrat Inayat Khan and an American mother, Ora Ray 

Baker. Her father was great-grandson of Tipu Sultan.  
 Thus, she was a direct descendant of Tipu Sultan, the e 18th century ruler of the Kingdom of 

Mysore who had refused to submit to British rule and was killed in battle in 1799.  
 During the Second World War, she had worked as British Special Operations Executive (SOE) 

agent.  
 She was famously known as Spy Princess. She was the first female radio operator to be sent 

into occupied France to aid the French Resistance to the Nazis.  
 She was eventually betrayed, captured and killed in Dachau Concentration Camp by the 

Gestapo at the age of 30. Her last word was “Liberte” 
 
Bihari Puraskar 2015 To Be Given To Dr. Bhagwati Lal Vyas 
 Poet Dr Bhagwati Lal Vyas has been chosen for the 2015 

Bihari Puraskar for his anthology of Rajasthani poems 
'Katha Sun Aawe Hai Sabad' Published in 2010. 

 A recipient of Sahitya Akademi Award, Dr Vyas has 
highlighted the increasing tendencies of 
commercialization and degradation of human values 
through his poetry. 

 Dr Vyas's works reflect the unpleasant changes in human 
relations, social disparity and loss of human values 
although positivity and his faith in human life also shine through the vast collection of his 
poetry. 

 Dr Bhagwati Lal Vyas best known works  authored several short stories and an eminent 
translator, are compendium of poems titled 'Shatabdi Niforruttar' (1977), 'Footpath Par 
Chiriya Nachti Hai' (1984) and a collection of short stories 'Suraj Leelti Ghatiyan' stand out.  

 
Delhi’s IGI airport retains world’s number 1 position 
 Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport has retained the world’s number 1 position for the 

second consecutive year in 25-40 Million Passengers Per Annum (MPPA) category.  
 The rankings were announced by the Airports Council International (ACI). 
 In 2007, a year after the airport was privatised, the airport’s Airport Service Quality (ASQ) 

ranking was 101 in the world.  
 In 2011, the airport moved to number 2 position, which it retained till 2013. In 2014, it became 

no. 1 in the 25-40 MPPA category and retained the rank in 2015 with a score of 4.96 in ASQ 
survey on scale of 1 to 5. 

 
 Kerala Tourism’s new campaign on responsible tourism has bagged the prestigious Golden 

City Gate Award at the world’s leading travel trade show, ITB in the German capital of Berlin. 
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Titled ‘New Worlds’, the multimedia campaign containing three short films directed by reputed 
Malayalam filmmaker Anwar Rasheed won the silver prize of this year’s Das Golden Stadttor or 
Golden City Gate, dubbed as the Oscar of Tourism communication, at the ITB. 

 5th National Photography Awards presented. While the Life Time Achievement Award was 
presented to Bhawa Singh, Javed Ahmed Dar won the Professional Photographer Award 

 Prime Minister conferred National Krishi Karman Awards 2014-15. The objective of these 
awards is to encourage and motivate the states to enhance production and productivity of rice, 
wheat, pulses and coarse cereals and oilseeds. 

 Tikka Shatrujit Singh conferred France’s Knight of the Legion of Honour. Singh was chosen for 
the highest French civilian distinction in recognition of his extraordinary work in exchanging 
the French lifestyle and Indian culture with each other. 

 Skoch Lifetime Achievement Award conferred on Venkaiah Naidu. He was selected for the 
award for his contributions to inclusive growth and towards poverty alleviation in India. 

 Priyanka Kakodkar and Raksha Kumar won Chameli Devi Jain Award. The award will be 
presented by former Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh on 17 March 2016 at the India 
International Centre, Delhi. 

 India-based software engineer Abdulqadir Rashik won First Prize in UN #LinksSDGs Data 
Visualization Challenge. The project was a collaboration between the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs’ Division for Sustainable Development and the 
Office of Information and Communications Technology. 

 Tezpur University and JNU won the annual Visitor’s Awards for Central Universities. The 
awards were instituted with an aim of promoting healthy competition amongst Central 
Universities and motivating them to adopt best practices from across the world. 

 Amrita Patel awarded with Mahindra Samriddhi Krishi Shiromani Samman. Instituted in 2011, 
the Mahindra Samriddhi India Agri Awards are bestowed upon the farmers and institutions to 
recognize their noteworthy and purposeful contribution to the field of agriculture. 

 Renowned Dogri poetess Padma Sachdev awarded Krutitava Smagra Samman. The award 
given by Bharatiya's Bhasha Parishad, Kolkata carries an amount of one lakh rupees, a shawl 
and citation. 

 Sirshendu De selected for Innovation Award 2016 for developing laterite based arsenic water 
filter. The indigenous filter, made from naturally occurring red laterite soil, is capable of 
absorbing arsenic to the extent of 32mg per gram. 

 Veteran playwright Ratan Thiyam named for 11th META theatre award. He was selected for 
the award for creating a new language in theatre and enriching the art form in various roles as 
writer, director, designer, composer and choreographer. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi conferred ‘Krishi Karman Award” to the government of 
Himachal Pradesh for its landmark achievement in showing highest production of food grains 
in year 2014-15, despite adverse weather conditions and rain-fed farming in the state. 
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Obituaries 
 
Oscar Winning Actress Patty Duke Has Passed Away 
 The Oscar winning US actress Patty Duke has passed away recently. She was 69 year old. She 

won Oscar for playing Helen Keller in The Miracle Worker in 1963. 
Her cause of death was sepsis from a ruptured intestine.  

 The US actress also won an Emmy in 1980 for playing Helen 
Keller’s teacher in a TV movie version.  

 Duke also started in The Patty Duke Show in the 1960s in which 
she took the roles of “identical” teenage cousins. She was 
the mother of actor Sean Astin, who played the hobbit Sam in the 
Lord of the Rings trilogy of films. 

 Duke was a child star, making her first TV appearance at the age of 
12. The 16-year-old Duke played blind and deaf girl Helen Keller whose tutor played by Anne 
Bancroft breaks through her isolation and helps her to communicate in the Miracle Worker, . 

 Among Duke’s other awards included Emmys for My Sweet Charlie in 1970 and Captains and 
the Kings in 1976. She also appeared in the Broadway musical Oklahoma. 

 
US actor George Kennedy passes away  
 US actor George Kennedy passed away in the city of Boise, 

Idaho. He was 91. He had won an Oscar (Academy Award) in 
1968 for Best Supporting Actor for his portrayals of a savage 
chain-gang convict classic Cool Hand Luke.  

About George Kennedy  
 Born on February 18, 1925 in New York City. He had made his 

stage debut at age 2 in a touring company of Bringing Up 
Father. Later at the age of 7 he was a New York City radio DJ. 
His first notable screen role was as a military advisor on the TV sitcom The Phil Silvers Show.  

 Since then he had appeared in more than two hundred film and television productions. His 
memorable appearances are in Naked Gun series, Earthquake and Airport 1975, The Dirty 
Dozen and The Eiger Sanction.  

 Writing career: He has written three books Murder On Location (1983), Murder on High 
(1984). He also has written his autobiography, Trust Me (2011).  

 Awards and Honours: Kennedy has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame at Hollywood 
Boulevard in Hollywood, California for his contributions to motion pictures. 

 
Shehnai Exponent Ustad Ali Ahmad Hussain Khan Has Passed Away 
 Famous Shehnai exponent Ustad Ali Ahmad Hussain Khan 

has passed away in Kolkata, West Bengal. He was 77. He was 
suffering from kidney  related problem and hospitalized 
from the past few days.  

 He was one of the best players of the instrument after the 
legendary Bismillah Khan. 

 He was born in 1939 and represented the Benaras gharana 
(school) in shehnai music. He was famously known for his innovative style and mastery over 
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the classical and semi-classical and folk. He also used to teach in the Kolkata based ITC Sangeet 
Research Academy. 

 He had played Shehnai at the inauguration ceremony of Doordarshan television channel in 
1973 with Pandit Ravi Shankar and also had rendered its signature tune. He was a top graded 
artiste of All India Radio (AIR). He had performed globally. 

 He was awarded with the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2009 and Bangabhushan award in 
2012 of West Bengal government etc. 

 
Anita Brookner, Booker Prize-Winning Author, Dies Aged 87 
 Anita Brookner, the Booker prize-winning British author and 

renowned art historian, has died at the age of 87. 
 She won the Booker in 1984 for her novel Hotel du Lac, one of 

24 novels she wrote after a distinguished career as an art 
historian. She was highly regarded as a stylist and her novels 
explore themes of emotional loss and difficulties associated 
with fitting into society, and typically depict intellectual, 
middle-class women. 

 London born novelist graduated in BA History from King’s College London In 1949, was the 
first woman to hold the prestigious Slade Professorship of fine art at Cambridge University. 
She also taught at the Courtauld Institute of Art. Her first novel, A Start in Life was published in 
1981 at the age of 53. Her most recent novel was published in 2011. 

 She has awarded with Man Booker prize in 1984 and in 2010 she had won James Tait Black 
Memorial. 

 
Email Inventor Ray Tomlinson Dies At 74 
 Ray Tomlinson, the inventor of email has passed away. He was 74. He died of an apparent 

heart attack.   
 His invention included the ground-breaking use of the @ 

symbol in email addresses, which is now standard. 
 The US computer programmer came up with the idea of 

electronic messages that could be sent from one network to 
another in 1971. Before Ray Tomlinson invention direct 
electronic messages users could only write messages to 
others using the same computer.  

 He was the first to use the @ symbol in this way, to distinguish a user from its host. 
 His work was recognized by his peers in 2012, when he was inducted into the Internet Hall of 

Fame. 
 
American Actress Nancy Reagan died At 94 
 Nancy Davis Reagan was an American actress and the wife of the 

40th President of the United States, Ronald Reagan. She died At 
94. 

 She was born in New York City, After her parents separated, she 
lived in Maryland with an aunt and uncle for some years She was 
the First Lady of the United States from 1981 to 1989.  
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 Nancy Reagan, one of the most high-profile and influential first ladies of the 20th century, 
Nancy was born in New York City.  

 Reagan died at her home in Los Angeles of congestive heart failure, according to her 
spokeswoman, Joanne Drake of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library. 

 
Former Lok Sabha Speaker PA Sangma Passes Away 
 Purno Agitok Sangma, who was the Lok Sabha Speaker from 1996 to 1998 and one of the co-

founders of Nationalist Congress Party passed away 
following a heart attack. He was 68. 

 Purno Agitok Sangma was born on 1 September 1947 in 
village Chapahati in the picturesque West Garo Hills 
District of the State of Meghalaya in North East India.  

 One of the greatest leaders from Northeast in national 
politics, he has been elected to the Lok Sabha eight times 
since 1977.  

 After completing his graduation from St. Anthony's 
College, he went to Dibrugarh University in Assam for his Masters degree in International 
Relations.  

 Subsequently, he also obtained a degree in Law. 
 
New Zealand Cricket Legend Martin Crowe Dead Dies Aged 53 After Losing Cancer Battle 
 New Zealand Cricketer Martin Crowe passed away after a prolonged battle with cancer that 

eventually proved one attack the gifted cricketer couldn't see off.   
 The cricket great had been suffering from lymphoma since September 2014. 
 He Born on September 22, 1962, in Henderson, Auckland, Crowe's father was former domestic 

cricketer Dave, while brother Jeff also went on to captain the New Zealand cricket side.  
 He received the all-clear from the disease in 2012 but confirmed in September 2014 that it had 

returned.  
 Auckland-born Crowe is widely regarded as one of New Zealand's best ever batsman, having 

scored 17 centuries and 5,444 runs in 77 Tests at an average of 45.36.Crowe captained his 
country from 1990-1993. 

 
 Renowned Brazil musician Nana Vasconcelos has passed away in the northeastern Brazilian 

city of Recife. He was suffering from lung cancer. He was 71. He was 8 time Grammy Award 
winning Brazilian percussionist known for his wide instrumental range and major role in free 
spirited jazz and world music of the 1970s and 1980s. 

 Renowned American author Jim Harrison died. Harrison is best known for his 1979 novella 
Legends of the Fall. He was called a force of nature, and his works were compared to that of 
William Faulkner and Ernest Hemingway. 

 Hollywood Comedian Garry Shandling died. He starred and co-created Larry Sanders Show for 
HBO and was nominated for 18 Emmys for it and, along with Peter Tolan, won an Emmy for 
the series finale. 
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 LA Law actor Larry Drake passed away. Drake was best known for his portrayal of 
developmentally disabled Benny Stulwicz on the television show L.A. Law from 1987 until the 
show's end in 1994. 

 Former Mossad Director Meir Dagan died. Dagan served as Director of the Mossad from 2002 
until his retirement in 2011. 

 Famous magician Paul Daniels passed away. Daniels was best known for his BBC TV series The 
Paul Daniels Magic Show, which ran from 1979 to 1994. 

 American singer Frank Sinatra Junior died. Sinatra Junior followed his father in the music 
business as a teenager, and later became his father's musical director and conductor. 

 Lloyd Stowell Shapley, Nobel Prize winner in Economics, died. Shapley, along with Alvin Roth, 
won the Nobel Prize in 2012 for his work on the theory of stable allocations and the practice of 
market design. 

 Rock legend Keith Emerson died. Emerson, the co-founder of British prog-rock band Emerson, 
Lake & Palmer, was widely considered one of the top keyboard players of the progressive rock 
era. 

 George Henry Martin, legendary producer for the Beatles, died. He was popularly known as the 
fifth Beatle as he signed the Beatles and became their indispensable mentor and collaborator. 

 Renowned Malayalam actor Kalabhavan Mani passed away. The winner of National Special 
Jury Award in 2000 for his performance in Malayalam film Vasanthiyum Lakshmiyum Pinne 
Njaanum, Mani died allegedly because of methyl alcohol consumption. 

 Prince of Tides author, Pat Conroy, died. Two of his novels, The Prince of Tides and The Great 
Santini, were made into Oscar-nominated films. He is recognized as a leading figure of late-
20th century Southern literature. 

 Film Archivist PK Nair died. Nair is regarded as the Henri Langlois of India because of his 
lifelong dedication towards the preservation of films in India. 

 All-India Forward Bloc leader Ashok Ghosh died. He created a record of sorts by remaining the 
head for over six decades to the Bengal unit of Forward Bloc. The Bloc was founded by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose on 3 May 1939. 

 Coronation Street creator Tony Warren died. Warren created the ITV soap in 1960 based in the 
fictional district of Weatherfield in Greater Manchester. 
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Important Days 
 

 March 8: International Women's Day 

 March 15:       World Consumer Rights Day 

 March 20: International Day of Happiness 

 March21: International Day of Forests and the Tree 

 March22: World Water Day 

 March 24: World Tuberculosis Day [WHO] 

 March 27:       World Drama Day 

 
 

Foreign Visits / Foreign Visitors 
 

 Official Visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in between 
April 2-3, 2016. 

 Visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to USA in between 31 March - 01 April, 2016. 

 Visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to Belgium on March 30, 2016.  

 
 
 
Source of Information  
 http://pib.nic.in 
 http://india.gov.in 
 http://www.ibef.org 
 http://thehindu.com 
 http://jagranjosh.com 
 http://gktoday.in 
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