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NATIONAL 

Gangotri Swachh Iconic Place project and Swajal 

 GangotriSwachh Iconic Place project and Swajal, a community owned drinking water 
programme, was launched in Uttarakhand’sUttarkashi district.  

 On February 20, 2018, Ms. Uma Bharti also announced ‘Bagori Ganga Gram’ project for 
Uttarakhand’sBagori village, which has been declared open defecation free (ODF). 

MOU between Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and Natural History Museum (NHM), 
United Kingdom (UK)  

 Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and Natural History Museum (NHM), United Kingdom 
(UK) signed a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation in the field 
ofgenetic/taxonomic studies, research and training, conservation in India, including 
species and habitat conservation assessments. 

Assam is bottom at the list of maternal mortality rate (MMR). 

 In terms of maternal mortality rate (MMR), Assam is at the bottom of the list among all 
Indian States. MMR figure in Assam is 300 against the national average of 167. 

 Annual number of female deaths per 100000 live births from any cause related to 
pregnancy is referred to as Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR). 

 In Assam, infant mortality rate (number of deaths per 1000 live births of children 
under one year of age) is also on higher side at 44 against the national figure of 37.  

Centre for Agriculture to be inaugurated in Mizoram 

 Israeli Ambassador to India, Mr Daniel Carmon has stated that a Centre for Agriculture, 
with collaboration of Israeli expertise, is going to be inaugurated in Mizoram on March 7, 
2018. This will be the first such centre in the North East region (NER) of India that is 
being established with Israeli collaboration 

 This Centre has been set up with the tripartite collaboration of India’s Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of Israel and State Government of 
Mizoram and is exclusively for processing of citrus fruits. 

Palace Queen Humsafar Express train 

 On 19th February 2018, Prime Minister NarendraModi flagged Palace Queen Hamsafar 
Express train will run from Mysuru in Karnataka to Udaipur in Rajasthan. 

 This train will link the following western states: Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and Karnataka.  

Pullela Gopichand initiated India’s largest ‘train the trainers’ programme 

 Former Indian Badminton player PullelaGopichand initiated India’s largest ‘train the 
trainers’ programme by inducting 1500 Physical Education (PE) teachers from across 
Gujarat for advanced training.  

 Aim of this programme is to develop the skills of PE teachers so that they can impart the 
right techniques to children aspiring to make a career in sports. 
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 Under this programme, Gopichand along with a team of experts will first select 150 PE 
teachers (out of 1500 inducted PE teachers) to become master trainers.  

Kerela government made vaccination card mandatory for admission to first 
standard. 

 On 20th February 2018, Kerala State Cabinet approved the draft health policy 
presented by Health Minister KK Shylaja. Vaccination cards have been made mandatory for 
school admission after problems were faced in carrying out vaccination programmesdue to 
resistance shown by people towards vaccines in several regions of Kerala. The new health 
policy also declares strict legal action for people trying to discourage parents about 
vaccinating their children. 

 Kerala government has made vaccination cards mandatory for children to obtain first 
standard admission in schools as per its new health policy.  

State Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (SCPUL) 

 Jammu & Kashmir State Government constituted the State Council for Promotion of 
Urdu Language (SCPUL).  

 Objective behind setting up this council is to promote J&K’s official language (Urdu).  

 SCPUL would be headed by the Education Minister of Jammu & Kashmir State Cabinet,  

India signs MOU with Germany 

 On 23rd February 2018, an Indo-German MoU was signed for “Implementation 
Agreement in Sustainable Urban Development and Smart Cities in India”.  

 The MoU was signed between Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), India and 
Deutsche GesellschaftfürInternationaleZusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, India on behalf of 
Germany Government. 

 The ‘Sustainable Urban Development Programme – Smart Cities in India’ project is 
supported by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ). 

Silkyara Bend – Barkot Tunnel in Uttarakhand 

 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for construction of 4.531 km 
long 2-Lane Bi-Directional Silkyara Bend – Barkot Tunnel in Uttarakhand. 

 This tunnel falls along NH-134 (old NH-94) in the State of Uttarakhand.  

Crèche facility soon for women employees 

 The parliament house will launch a crèche facility soon for women employees who 
prefer to bring their kids to the day care facility.  

 In March 2017, Minister for women and child development Maneka Gandhi had 
notifiedLokSabha Speaker SumitraMahajanabout the absence of crèche facility in the 
parliament house premises. 

 As per ‘Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017’ a healthy workplace diversity needs to 
be maintained. This enforces the provision of crèche facility for women employees.  
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Uttar Pradesh government announced a new tourism policy 

 Uttar Pradesh government announced a new tourism policy aimed to raise tourist count 
and investment in Uttar Pradesh.  

 Under the new tourism policy, a “Bed and Breakfast” scheme has been launched. This 
scheme includes Ashrams also.  

In a First, India to Get Its First AI Institute In Mumbai 

 India will soon get its first institute for Artificial Intelligence in Mumbai.  

 “This AI institute will give a fresh impetus to the fourth industrial revolution and promote 
Mumbai as an investment destination in innovation and data analysis,” according to a media 
report, quoting official sources. 

President of India hosts ‘LPG Panchayat’ at RashtrapatiBhavan 

 The President of India, Shri Ram NathKovind, hosted an‘LPGPanchayat’ (February 13, 
2018) at RashtrapatiBhavan. 

 The LPG Panchayat was organised by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas with an aim 
to provide a platform for LPG consumers to interact with each other, promote mutual 
learning and share experiences. Each LPG Panchayat has about 100 LPG customers coming 
together, near their living areas, to discuss safe and sustainable usage of LPG, its benefits 
and the link between clean fuel for cooking and women’s empowerment. The Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas intends to conduct 1 lakh such Panchayats across India before 
March 31, 2019. 

 Speaking on the occasion, the President said that the UjjawalaYojana is strengthening 
women’sempowerment.  

Rajiv Kumar Committee 

 The Central Government has formed a committee lead by Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman 
of NITI Aayog, to study the Brahmaputra and flood control measures in Assam and 
nearby states.  

UNICEF’s report 

 According to a report by United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), India has ranked 
12thamong 52 lower middle-income countries in terms of neonatal mortality rate.  

 Deaths per 1000 live births during the first 28 days is referred to as Neonatal 
Mortality Rate. 

 As per UNICEF, the Global Neonatal Mortality Rate is 19 deaths per 1000 live births. 

 Pakistan is the riskiest country to be born in, with one in 22 babies born there dying 
before they turn one month old,  

Garuda Shakti Military drill 

 Indian and Indonesian armies began the sixth edition of ‘Garuda Shakti’ military drill 
in Bandung, the capital of West Java province of Indonesia.  

 Objective of Garuda Shakti exercise is to strengthen relations between the two Armies of 
India and Indonesia and to enhance their ability to undertake joint tactical level operations. 
During the course of this exercise, Indian and Indonesian Special Forces will engage in 
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counter-terrorism operations, close quarter combat, experience sharing and other areas of 
special operations. 

World Environment Day Celeberations will be hosted by India 

 This year’s World Environment Day celebrations (on June 5, 2018) will be hosted by 
India.  

 On February 19, 2018, Union Environment Secretary C K Mishra signed a ‘Letter of Intent’ 
to host the WED in India in presence of Erik Solheim, the head of United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  

 This year’s theme of WED will be ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’ aimed at discouraging use of 
hazardous plastic.  

 Every year, a different country hosts the global celebration of the WED. India previously 
hosted WED global celebration in 2011. 

Haryana State Government is implementing a special micro irrigation project 

 Haryana State Government is implementing a special micro irrigation project in 36 
over exploited and critical blocks in 13 districts of the state. 

 Micro irrigation (also referred to as Drip irrigation) is a method under which, water is 
directly placed at the root zone. This is done by allowing water to drip slowly to the roots 
of plants, either from above the soil surface or buried below the surface.  

AsmitaYojna 

 On March 8, 2018 (International Women’s Day), Maharashtra State Government will 
launch “AsmitaYojana” aimed at providing subsidised sanitary pads to girl student 
and women in rural areas.  

 Under this yojana, girls in ZillaParishad schools will get a sanitary napkin packet at Rs 5 
while rural women can avail it at a subsidised rate of Rs 24 and Rs 29.  

 “Umed’- the Maharashtra State Rural Livelihood Mission will be the nodal agency for 
implementation of this scheme. Task of procurement and sale of sanitary pads and 
counselling the girls and women has been entrusted to Women Self Help Groups (SHGs) 
while beneficiary girls will be given “Asmita Cards”, for availing subsidised sanitary pads. 

Kerela government to deploy robots to clean sewer holes. 

 Kerala government will soon employ robots to clean sewer holes, instead of involving 
humans. This robot has been developed by Genrobotics, a startup. This project is 
supported by Kerala Water Authority (KWA).  

 This robot service is named ‘Bandicoot’. This service will be launched first in 
Thiruvananthapuram, which has more than 5, 000 manholes.  

Assam State Government will be setting up 3 Terminal Mart for agricultural products  

 Assam State Government will be setting up 3 Terminal Mart for agricultural products 
in the state in order to give a boost to agricultural market in the state.  

 Chairman of State Agricultural Marketing Board, Palit Kumar Bora has stated that a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed to develop Asia’s largest banana 
market at Darangiri in Goalpara district of Assam.  
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Fiji signed agreement with TERI 

 Fiji (an island nation in South Pacific Ocean) signed a declaration of partnership with 
India’s The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) for assistance in tackling climate 
change effects and achieving environmental sustainability. 

 The declaration of partnership was signed on sidelines of the World Sustainable 
Development Conference (WSDS 2018) in New Delhi.  

 International educational institution for minorities will be built in Rajasthan’s Alwar 
city. 

International educational institution for minorities will be built in Rajasthan’s Alwar 
city 

  The institute in Alwar, will be one of the five such institutes, which the Central 
Government is planning to set up across India.  

 The plan for building international educational institution for minorities was initially 
prepared in 2016 and an 11-member committee was formed under former bureaucrat 
AfzalAmanullah to oversee it.  

 Government is also considering having 40 per cent reservation for girls at these 
institutes. 

NarendraModi prays at a 125-year-old shiva temple in Muscat 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi said he felt extremely blessed after praying at the 125-
year-old Shiva temple in Muscat, one of the oldest in the region. 

 The temple was constructed by the merchant community from Gujarat and was 
subsequently renovated in 1999. AdiMotishwarMahadev, MotishwarMahadevand 
Hanuman are its deities. During auspicious days, more than 15, 000 devotees visit the 
temple. 

 He also visited the iconic Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque, the main mosque of Oman, 
inaugurated in 2001. 

Singh lays foundation stone for dairy plant in East Champaran District 

 The foundation stone for the first dairy plant in Motihari, East Champaran District, 
Bihar, was laid by Radha Mohan Singh, minister of agriculture and farmers’ welfare, 
Government of India. 

 Gokul Grams was one of the components of the RashtriyaGokul Mission.  

 Apart from this, the Government is undertaking the establishment of two National 
Kamdhenu Breeding Centres for the conservation and development of indigenous 
bovine breeds in Chintaladevi and Nellore in the southern region and in Itarsi and 
Hoshangabad, in the northern region. 

 In November 2016, the National Mission on Bovine Productivity Scheme was started 
under the RashtriyaGokul Mission with an allocation of Rs 825 crore. 

CJs appointed for five States 

 The Centre appointed five new chief justices for High Courts in Karnataka, Kerala, 
Manipur, Meghalaya and poll-bound Tripura. 
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 Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, Chief Justice of Meghalaya High Court, will take over as Chief 
Justice of Karnataka High Court.  

 Justice Antony Dominic, the present Acting Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court, has been 
confirmed as the Chief Justice of the court. 

 Justice Ajay Rastogi, a judge with the Rajasthan High Court, has been appointed Tripura 
High Court Chief Justice. Incumbent Chief Justice TinlianthangVaiphei is retiring on 
February 28 this year.  

 Justice TarunAgarwala, the Chief Justice of Allahabad High Court, has been appointed 
Meghalaya High Court Chief Justice. 

 Justice AbhilashaKumari, Gujarat High Court judge was appointed Manipur High Court 
Chief Justice. 

 The appointments have come on the recommendations made by the Supreme Court 
Collegium in January this year. This batch of recommendations was made by the Supreme 
Court Collegium led by Chief Justice of India DipakMisra, along with those of senior 
advocate InduMalhotra and Justice K.M. Joseph to the Supreme Court 

Nuclear Power Reactors to be set up 

 The government has accorded administrative approval and financial sanction for 
construction of 12 Nuclear Power reactors in the country. 

 Out of the 12 nuclear reactors, 10 will be indigenous Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors 
and 2 Light Water Reactors will be established in cooperation with the Russia. 

 Two PHWRs each will be set up in Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Haryana, while four 
will be established in Rajasthan. 

 The two LWRs each having a capacity of 1, 000 MW will come up atKudankulam in Tamil 
Nadu. 

India signs first concessional agreement with UAE in oil sector 

 India signed the first concessional agreement with the United Arab Emirates(UAE) in 
the oil sector. 

 "The single most important agreement that was signed and which reflects a change in our 
energy relationship with the UAE was the one signed between a consortium of the Indian 
oil companies and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) for the acquisition of 
10% participating interest in the offshore Lower Zakum Concession. 

 It is the first concessional agreement which has been signed between ADNOC and India 
which will be for 40 years from 2018 to 2057. 

Mumbai 12th richest city globally; total wealth at $950 billion 

 According to a report by New World Wealth, India’s financial capital Mumbai, is the 12th 
wealthiest city in the world while New York topped the list. 

 London ranked second in the list with $2.7 trillion, followed by Tokyo ($2.5 trillion), and 
San Francisco Bay area ($2.3 trillion). 
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Karnataka cheers as SC gives 14.75 tmcft from Tamil Nadu’s share 

  

 Putting to rest a 126-year-old emotive dispute over sharing of Cauvery water, the Supreme 
Court increased Karnataka’s entitlement by 14.75tmcft to 284.75tmcft, reduced Tamil 
Nadu’s share to 404.25tmcft, while keeping unchanged the allocation of 30tmcft to Kerala 
and 7tmcft toPuducherry.  

 The SCallowed re-examination of allocations after 15 years — in 2033.  

 A bench of Chief Justice DipakMisra and Justices Amitava Roy and AM Khanwilkardelivered 
a unanimous verdict, making very little change to the 2007 award of the CauveryWater 
Disputes Tribunal(CWDT). 
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India, Israel working on 5 year cooperation plan for agriculture, water 

  

 Aiming to strengthen partnership in the farm sector, India and Israel they are working 
on a five-year plan for cooperation in agriculture and water.  

 A three-year joint programme (2018-20) has already commenced, under which the 
Centres of Excellence (COEs) are being set up across the country to train farmers about 
Israeli farm and water technologies.  

 One new centre at Bhuj, Gujarat, will be inaugurated by Prime Minister NarendraModi and 
his counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu during his ongoing visit. 

 In a joint statement issued after the meeting, India and Israel announced that “both sides are 
working together on a Five Year Joint Work Plan for strategic cooperation in 
agriculture and water”. 

 Both the Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction over the roll out of the three-year work 
programme (2018-20) in the field of agriculture aimed at increasing crop yield and 
optimisation of water use efficiency. 

BhumiPednekar, Vicky Kaushal, MithilaPalkar find mention in Forbes India's 30 
under 30 list 

 Actress BhumiPednekar has been named as part of Forbes India's 30 under 30 list. 

 Some other names in the list include actors Vicky Kaushal and MithilaPalkar, apart from 
singer JubinNautiyal. 

 The Forbes' list is representative of 15 categories. The names have been selected names that 
meet three broad criteria — the extent of the impact of their achievements, and their ability 
to disrupt the status quo; scalability of the business or line of work and; their potential to 
stay a long. 

India is invited to 'Janadriyah' festival as guest of honour country: EAM Swaraj 

 External Affairs Minister SushmaSwaraj met Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz, who 
inaugurated the prestigious National Heritage and Culture Festival 'Janadriyah' at 
which India is the guest of honour country. 
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 King Salman in the presence of Swaraj inaugurated the festival which exhibits Saudi Arabia's 
rich tapestry of culture and heritage and is organised by the National Guard. 

With Assets Worth Rs. 177 Crore, Chandrababu Naidu Is India's Richest Chief 
Minister: Report 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu tops the list of the richest heads 
of state governments with total assets of Rs. 177 crore, according to an analysis by the 
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR).Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
PemaKhandu and Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh are second and third on the 
list with assets worth Rs. 129 crore and Rs. 48 crore respectively. 

 The 'poorest' of the lot is CPI (M) leader and Tripura Chief Minister ManikSarkar with 
total assets worth all of Rs. 26 lakh, the report said. He is closely followed by Trinamool 
Congress leader and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, with assets worth Rs. 30 
lakh. 

Inland Waterways Authority of India signs project agreement with the World Bank 
for JalMargVikas Project on Ganga  

 Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) signed a project agreement with the 
World Bank for the implementation of the US $ 800 million JMVP for capacity augmentation 
of navigation on National Waterway-1(River Ganga) from Varanasi to Haldia. 

Milkbasketrecognised as 'Startup of the Year' 2017 

 Milkbasket, India’s first and largest micro-delivery platform has been recognised as 
'Startup of the Year' 2017 at the 7thSmall Business Awards. 

 The Startup of the Year award is dedicated to young SMEs, aged 7 years or less, with 
great potential to become big in local/international markets. 

 Launched in early 2015, Milkbasket is India’s first and largest daily micro-delivery 
service.  

Dubai Open's World's First Sustainable Floating Burger Joint 
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 The largest and most populous city in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has one more 
landmark which is likely to become a tourists delight – a floating food truck! Aqua Pod, 
which launched Jan. 31 in Dubai’s lagoons, is beingdescribed as the world’s first 
sustainable floating drive-thru. 

1st defence corridor in TN linking Chennai, B'luru: Sitharaman on Union Budget 

 Defence Minister NirmalaSitharaman announced construction of first defence corridor 
starting at Tamil Nadu, linking Chennai and Bengaluru. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced second defence industrial corridor in the 
Bundelkhand region to bring development in one of the most backward regions of Uttar 
Pradesh, as mentioned in the recent Union Budget. 

Revision of Base Years 

 Union Minister of Statistics and Programme Implementation, SadanandaGowda has stated 
that during 2018-19, his ministry is proposing to initiate steps to revise the base years of 
gross domestic product (GDP), Index of Industrial Production (IIP) and Consumer 
Price Index (CPI). 

 For the calculation of GDP and IIP numbers, base year will be changed to 2017-18 while 
for CPI (retail inflation) it will be 2018. 

Centre Sanctions New Project to Control Pollution of River Sal at Navelin, Goa  

 The Centre sanctioned a new project to control pollution in River Sal at Navelim town in 
Goa. The project was sanctioned by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 
under the National River Conservation Plan and would cost of Rs. 61.74 cr.. Both the 
Centre and State will share the cost on 60:40 basis.  

 Under the project, around 32 kms of sewers will be laid and sewage treatment plant of 3 
million litres per day (MLD) constructed. The project is scheduled for completion by 
January, 2021.  

 The project will help in reduction of pollution load in the river and improvement in its water 
quality, besides improving the environment and sanitation in the town. 

 The project was sanctioned by theMinistry of Environment, Forest & Climate Changeunder 
the National River  Conservation Plan and would cost of Rs. 61.74 cr. 

India ranks 44 out of 50 nations in global IP index 

 India has “increased substantially” its score in the latest international Intellectual Property 
(IP) index released by the US Chambers of Commerce, ranking 44th out of 50 countries. 

 The US tops the list with 37.98 points, followed by United Kingdom (37.97) and Sweden 
(37.03). 

Task force set up to study AI application in military 

 The Department of Defence Production has constituted a task force headed by Tata Sons 
Chairman N Chandrasekaran to study use of artificial intelligence, which it said has 
potential to provide military superiority apart from driving technology-driven 
economic growth. 
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First butterfly park opens in Kanpur 

  

 The Uttar Pradesh government has inaugurated the state’s first ever butterfly park in 
Kanpur to preserve the ecosystem.  

 According to the Kanpur Zoo authority, the butterfly park was constructed at an estimated 
cost of Rs 1 crore. 

KPIT tied up with NITI Ayog to promote innovative skills of students 

 KPIT technologies has made a two-year statement of intent with NITI (National 
Institution for Transforming India) Aayog to promote innovative skills of students.  

 This tie up between NITI Aayog and KPIT aims to improve the innovative skills of senior 
secondary students as part of the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM).  

Task force set up to study AI application in military 

  

 The Department of Defence Production constituted a task force headed by Tata Sons 
Chairman N Chandrasekaran to study use of artificial intelligence, which it said has 
potential to provide military superiority apart from driving technology-driven economic 
growth.  

Granting long-term visa (LTV) to minorities from Afghanistan seeking refuge in India 

 Indian government recently cleared the proposal for granting long-term visa (LTV) to 
minorities from Afghanistan seeking refuge in India.  
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 Besides, visa and residential permit norms for other nationals from Afghanistan have also 
been liberalised by Union Home Ministry. So far, there was no clear policy for minorities 
from Afghanistan and they were dealt on a case-to-case basis.  

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, contained a provision that minorities from 
neighbouring countries could stay in India without any legal document.  

 As the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 has not been cleared by Parliament till date, 
Government had to take a decision for granting long-term visa (LTV) to minorities from 
Afghanistan. 

India, Palestine sign six infrastructure agreements 

 India and Palestine signed six agreements on the infrastructural development in the 
Palestine. 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between India and Palestine for 
setting up of aIndia-Palestine Super-specialty hospital at BeitSahour in Bethelhem 
Governorate at a cost of USD 30 million.  

 A MOU was signed by the two countries for the construction of an India Palestine 
Centre for empowering women, "Turathi" at a cost of USD 5 million.  

UP, J&K, Jharkhand fastest improving states on health: NITI Aayog  

 Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Uttar Pradesh have emerged as the top-three 
large states in the country in terms of annual incremental performance on health 
indicators, according to the NITI Aayog's Health Index rankings 

 Kerala, Punjab, and Tamil Nadu ranked on top in terms of overall performance among 
larger states.  

 Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Uttar Pradesh showed the maximum gains in 
improvement of health outcomes from base to reference year in indicators such as 
neonatal mortality rate, under-five mortality rate, full immunization coverage, institutional 
deliveries, and People Living with HIV (PLHIV) on anti-retroviral therapy. 

 Among smaller states, Mizoram ranked first followed by Manipur on overall 
performance. In terms of annual incremental performance, Manipur came out on top 
followed by Goa. 

VISWA GURU SHORT PRODUCTION TIME TO BE SUBMITTED TO GUINNES BOOK OF 
WORLD RECORD 

 Director Vijish Mani has been aiming Guinness records when his movie titledViswa 
Guru’s entire production procedure right from scripting to the release was done at 
abreakneck speed. The movie whose scripting began on 27th December was shot in a 
day and was exhibited at the Nila theater at 11.30 pm on 29th December. 

 With Viswa Guru Vijish aims to spread spiritual luminary, SreeNarayana Guru’s lofty 
philosophy of ‘one world beyond the clutches of caste’ around the world.  

 A camera team recorded the entire production procedure right from the scripting to 
the release and the footage would be submitted to the Guinness Book of World 
Records. 
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Bengal heritage logo launched in London 

  

 Given the myriad of activities happening across UK, Bengal Heritage Foundation (BHF) 
has been set up to be an umbrella with a vision to galvanise the Bengali diaspora, to 
preserve and promote the art and culture of Bengal sustainably through entrepreneurship, 
trade and tourism. BHF aims to bring Bengal to the shores of UK and take it to the shores of 
Bengal. The foundation has been doing great work across its key focus areas - art & culture, 
education and health 

 Recently the logo of Bengal Heritage Foundation, designed by London-based 
MahuaBej, was launched at the LSU Poushmela event in London. 

ADB, India Sign $250 Million Loan to Improve Rural Connectivity in 5 States 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India signed a $250 million 
loan to finance the construction of 6, 254 kilometers (km) of all-weather rural roads in 
the states of Assam, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and West Bengal under the 
prime minister’s rural roads program (PMGSY). 

Bengal first to opt out of Modi’s healthcare plan 
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 Bengal has become the first state to opt out of the ambitious National Health 
Protection Scheme unveiled in the Union Budget. 

Indian, Vietnamese armies hold first military exercise 

 For the first time, armies of India and Vietnam began a six day-longmilitary exercise in 
Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh, reflecting growing defence ties between the two countries.  

 It is the first military exercise between the two countries, The exercise, christened 
'VINBAX' will continue for six days.  

 India and Vietnam had signed a protocol on defence cooperation in 1994. The 
partnership was thereafter elevated to strategic level in 2007 and a pact on boosting 
bilateral defence cooperation was signed in 2009.  

 The strategic partnership was elevated to a comprehensive strategic partnership in 
September 2016. 

On World Radio Day, India's first online radio station launched  

 India’s first online radio station was launched in New Delhi. 

 Deeper penetration of smart phones and internet data has given fillip to several non-
conventional services and Radio Umang is one of them. 

 With 24 hours programming, it has found listeners in Hindi speaking regions of India and in 
over 60 countries worldwide. Themed around love, peace and happiness, the station airs 
enriching talk shows and soothing soulful music. 

Zero budget natural farming project 

 To promote organic farming Himachal Pradesh has launched Zero Budget Natural Farming 
project. 

 Zero budget farming is a natural farming technique that uses biological pesticides instead of 
chemical-based fertilizers. 

 In this method the cost of growing and harvesting plants is zero, which makes it highly 
beneficial for farmers. 

Delhi, Uttar Pradesh most polluted, says Greanpeace’s latest report 
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 At a PM10 level of 290, Delhi has topped the list of most polluted cities in the country 
followed by Faridabad, according to the latest report released by Greenpeace based on 
the annual average of 2016-15. 

 The report, named “Airpocalypse II”, collected data on PM10 levels from NAMP (National 
Air Quality Monitoring Programme) stations, instituted by Central Pollution Control Board, 
spread across the country. 

 PM10 refers to particles of diameter less than 10 microns. They are comparatively large-
sized particles that are generally related to construction and factories.) 

 Three cities of Uttar Pradesh made it to the top ten most polluted cities of the country 
with Prime Minister NarendraModi's constituency Varanasi being the most polluted city 
in the state. 

Logistics hub to turn Assam’s Jogighopa into India’s new gateway to South-East Asia 

  

 Jogighopa, a small town in Assam, is set to become India’s gateway to South-East Asia as 
well as the rest of the North-East with the road ministry gearing up to develop a 
multimodal logistics park (MMLP) there with road, rail, waterways and air transport 
facilities.  

 The development includes railway sidings, container terminals, warehousing, non-cargo 
processing, a truck terminal, common facilities, support infrastructure and equipment.  

 A special purpose vehicle, backed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), will be created 
to execute the project, which will be executed in two phases—Phase I of around Rs155.46 
crore and Rs115.88 crore for Phase II. 

 “Recent developments, like the announcement of the Northeast Economic Corridor under 
the Bharatmalaprogramme of the road ministry and the signing of the MoU 
(memorandum of understanding) between India and Bangladesh for developing the 
Dalu-Tura-Goalpara-Gelephu multimodal trade route strengthen Jogighopa’s case for 
MMLP, ” a senior government official said on condition of anonymity.  



 
16 

 
 

 
  www.clatpossible.com 

  A Team Satyam Offering 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

 The current transit corridors from mainland India to the North-East region pass through 
an area known as the “Chicken’s Neck”—a narrow tract of land in India between the 
borders with Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. Since it is close to these borders and cannot 
be expanded, the North-East region requires an alternative route for providing connectivity 
to the rest of India—a route with adequate expansion potential. The Indo-Bangladesh 
road route, along with the National Waterways-2, provides such an option. 

Acid attack victims to get quota in central government jobs 

 The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has issued notification to provide quota 
to people with autism, mental illnesses, intellectual disability notification to provide quota 
to people with autism, mental illnesses, intellectual disability and victims of acid attacks in 
Central government jobs. 

 In case of direct recruitment, 4% of the total number of vacancies, up from existing 3%, 
in groups A, B and C will be reserved for people with Benchmark disability i.e. person 
with not less than 40% of a specified disability. The additional 1 % reservation to 
existing 3% reservation is as per the provision Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. 

 As per the notification, 1% of each posts will be reserved for people with blindness and low 
vision, deaf and hard of hearing, locomotor disability including cerebral palsy, leprosy 
cured, dwarfism, acid attack victims and muscular dystrophy. 

177/180: India at bottom in green ranking 

  

 Poor handling of air pollution abatement and forest protection measures has seen India slip 
to 177th position in green rankings this year from its 141st position two years ago. 

 The latest global Environmental Performance Index (EPI) rankings released on the 
sidelines of the World Economic Forum meet in Davos, Switzerland, saw India figure in 
the bottom five performers in a list of 180 countries. 

 The biennial report, brought out by the Yale and Columbia Universities in collaboration 
with the WEF. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/WEF


 
17 

 
 

 
  www.clatpossible.com 

  A Team Satyam Offering 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

 The EPI report ranks these nations on 10 broad categories (issues), including 24 
performance indicators, covering environmental health and ecosystem vitality. These 
performance indicators include air quality, water & sanitation, CO2 emission intensity 
(emission per unit of GDP), forests (deforestation) and waste water treatment among 
others. 

Former SBI chief Arundhati Bhattacharya named BS Banker of the Year 

  

 Arundhati Bhattacharya, former chairman of State Bank of India (SBI), is the Business 
Standard Banker of the Year for 2016-17. 

 She was selected by a five-member jury, headed by former economic affairs secretary C 
M Vasudev, for the bank’s deft handling of the demonetisation rush, battling bad debts but 
remaining profitable, pushing the financial inclusion agenda through a wide network of its 
rural and semi-urban branches and, at the same time, catering to tech-savvy customers 
through cutting-edge digital banking products. 

India ranks third among top 10 countries for LEED green buildings  

  

 India ranks third on the US Green Building Council's (USGBC) annual ranking of the top 
10 countries for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified 
buildings.  

 LEED is Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

 The top 10 list is led by China followed by Canada. 
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India, Vietnam release first ever commemorative stamps 

  

 India and Vietnam released first ever set of commemorative postage stamps on the theme 
of ancient architecture which is a symbol of strong friendship between the two countries. 

 The two set of stamps released carry picture of SanchiStupa and Thien Mu Pagoda. 

 It is the first ever set of commemorative postage stamps to mark the long term friendly 
bilateral relationships between the two countries. 

SushmaSwaraj inauguration of Post Office Passport Seva Kendra (POPSK) 

 Post Office Passport Seva Kendra (POPSK) was inauguratedat Karaikal in the Union 
Territory (UT) of Puducherry. 

 The POPSK at Karaikal is the 60th POPSK to have become functional since the launch of 
the scheme in January 2017. 

 The POPSK at Karaikal is the first POPSK to become operational in the UT of Puducherry. 

 India’s first Post Office Passport Seva Kendra (POPSK) has been inaugurated on January 
25, 2017 at the Mysuru Head Post office in Karnataka to offer all passport related 
services on the lines of PSKs.  

India begins talks with Russia for Rs 39, 000 crTriumf missile shield deal 

  

 India has now begun final contract negotiations with Russia for the Rs 39, 000 crore 
(over $5.5 billion) acquisition of five advanced S-400 Triumf air defence missile systems+, 
which can detect, track and destroy hostile strategic bombers, stealth fighters, spy 
planes, missiles and drones at a range of up to 400 km and altitude of 30 km. 



 
19 

 
 

 
  www.clatpossible.com 

  A Team Satyam Offering 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

 "All the five S-400 systems, which can even take on medium-range ballistic missiles, 
apart from cruise missiles, will be delivered in 54 months.” 

 India's final commercial negotiations with Russia after extensive field trials come at a 
time when China has already begun to get deliveries of six S-400 batteries - designated 
'SA-21 Growler' by NATO - under a $3 billion deal inked in 2014. 

Home at Last: A Journey to Higher Consciousness 

 The Vice President of India, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu received the first copy of the book 
“Home at Last: A Journey to Higher Consciousness”, from the author Smt. 
SaradaChiruvolu. 

 In the book, Smt. SaradaChiruvolu has shared her personal experiences and talks 
extensively about the powerful process of Kundalini awakening. “Home at Last” is a first of 
its kind book which explains, in an easy-to-understand manner, the landmarks one may 
experience in the journey to enlightenment, author said. 

Odisha government launches OeHMIS project 

 The state government launched Odisha e-Hospital Management Information System 
(OeHMIS) to provide a computerized platform for online recording of clinical parameters of 
patients and reporting of performance criteria of hospitals. 

 According to the system, patients can be registered online and can view and download their 
individual electronic health records at their doorstep through web portal or mobile 
application. 

Foundation stone for Homeopathy Research Institute in Jaipur 

  

 The Minister of State (IC), for AYUSH, Shri ShripadYessoNaik laid the foundation stone for 
Central Research Institute (CRI) in Jaipur.  

 This will be the third CRI under the aegis of Central Council for Research in 
Homoeopathy (CCRH), an autonomous body of Ministry of AYUSH for undertaking 
scientific research in Homoeopathy, with 23 institutes across the country. 
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Akshay Kumar, Rajnath Singh unveil official anthem of 'Bharat Ke Veer' 

  

 As part of the "Bharat Ke Veer" initiative, which is a corpus fund to help the families of 
paramilitary troopers killed in the line of duty, an official anthem was launched. 

 The anthem was sung and composed by singer KailashKher,  

 Akshay Kumar, Rajnath Singh unveiled the official anthem of 'Bharat Ke Veer ‘ 

 Akshay Kumar is the brand ambassador of the Bharat Ke Veer initiative  

Andhra Pradesh-Zurich Sign Sister State Agreement 

  

 The Andhra Pradesh Government and the Canton of Zurich signed a letter of intent, to 
promote mutual prosperity and development. 

 The agreement was signed in the presence of Chief Minister Naidu by Finance Minister 
YanamalaRamakrishnudu and Government Counselor Minister Carmen Walker Spah for 
sister state relation 

 The agreement will further strengthen economic and scientific relations between the 
two governments in the areas such as Information and Communication Technology, 
Environmental Technology, Life Sciences and Urban and Regional Development. 
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India’s first ever Highway Capacity Manual  released 

 India’s first ever Highway Capacity Manual, Indo-HCM, has been releasedin New Delhi.  

 It has been developed by CSIR – CRRI on the basis of an extensive, country- wide study of 
the traffic characteristics on different categories of roads like single lane, two-lane, multi-
lane urban roads, inter-urban highways and expressways and the associated intersections 
on these roads. 

Indo-US joint military exercise ‘VajraPrahar’ to be held in Seattle 

  

 In line with the increasing military cooperation between India and the US, another edition of 
the joint military exercise ‘VajraPrahar’ was held at Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) 
in Seattle. 

 VajraPrahar’ is a Indo-US Special Forces joint training exercise conducted alternately in 
India and the US. Though the exercise began in 2010, there was a gap of three years 
between 2012 and 2015. The last edition was held in Jodhpur in March 2017 

Centre has approved 2018 as Year Of Millets: Sadananda Gowda 

 The Centre has approved 2018 as the ‘Year of Millets’ to boost the sunrise agri industry 
and production of the cereal. 

Schemes announced in Union Budget 2018-19 

 Gobar-DhanYojana (also known as Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resource Fund 
scheme) aims to improve lives of the villagers. Under it, solid waste of dung and fields 
will be changed into compost, biogas and bio-CNG. 

 Prime Minister Fellowship Scheme: It is aimed at facilitating cutting edge research by 
provide high fellowship amounts to 1000 B. Tech students to pursue PhD in IITs and IISc. 
Its purpose is to make to produce better research in India and make its institutions climb 
up in global rankings. 

 Eklavya School Eklavya schools will be established for scheduled caste (SC) and schedule 
tribe students by 2022 on the lines of Navodaya schools. They will be model residential 
schools set up in each Block 

 Operation Green It will be launched with an allocation of Rs 500 crore on the lines of 
Operation Flood. It aims to promote farmer producers organisations, processing facilities, 
agri-logistics and professional management. It also aims to aid farmers and help 
control and limit erratic fluctuations in the prices of tomatoes, onions and potatoes 
(TOP). 
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Surat tops ranking of smart cities with largest number of projects completed 

  

 Surat has emerged as India’s highest ranked smart city with the largest number of 
projects implemented and completed under the Smart City Mission. 

 Surat is closely followed by Pune at number two, Visakhapatnam, Udaipur, Bhubaneswar, 
Ahmedabad, Bhopal, Coimbatore, Jaipur and Indore 

Hardeep Singh Puri announces commencement of India's first-ever 'Livability Index' 

 Union minister Hardeep Singh Puri announced the commencement of the country's first-
ever'Livability Index' to rank 116 cities.  

 The 'Livability Index' will also take into account physical infrastructure like housing, 
open spaces, land use, energy and water availability, solid waste management and 
pollution, among others.  

 Among the cities to be assessed for the 'Livability Index', include Delhi's three municipal 
corporations, Bangalore (Karnataka), Kochi (Kerala), Ghaziabad, Meerut, Varanasi, 
Allahabad and Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) and Faridabad in Haryana. 

Attack helicopter Rudra first time in Republic Day parade 

 Indigenously-developed weapon system integrated helicopter Rudra made its maiden 
appearance in the Republic Day parade on Rajpath on January 26. 

 The Ensign formation of the flypastincluded a Mi-17 V5 helicopter carrying the ASEAN flag 
to commemorate the summit meeting of India and the block of South East Asian 
countries to be held here on January 19-30. 

 The IAF tableau was themed on "Indian Air Force encouraging indigenisation", while 
the tri-service tableau was themed on "veterans are asset to the nation'. 
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India admitted to Australia Group 

 India joined the Australia Group saying that the membership will be mutually 
beneficial.The group aims to prevent proliferation of biological and chemical weapons. 

 The Australia Group decided to admit India as its 43rd participant. Its entry would be 
mutually beneficial and further contribute to international security and non-
proliferation objectives. 

 India joined the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in 2016 and the 
Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) last year. The Wassenaar Arrangement on Export 
Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies is a multilateral 
export control regime. 

Maharashtra Cabinet Meeting: Nod to 1 per cent quota in jobs, education for orphans 

 In an attempt to rehabilitate and secure the future of orphaned children, the state cabinet 
has approved the idea of one percent special category reservation in education / jobs, 
and social welfare schemes for orphaned children in the state.  

12-member inter-ministerial panel to take a call on playing of national anthem in 
cinema halls 

  

 The Union Home Ministry has appointed a 12-member inter-ministerial committee, 
led by Additional Secretary B.R. Sharma, to totake a call on the playing of the national 
anthem in cinema halls and public places 

 It will also make recommendations on the regulations for playing/singing of the national 
anthem and suggest changes in the Acts and orders relating to the Prevention of 
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971. 

 The decision follows the Supreme Court's observation in October, 2017that made the 
playing of national anthem in cinema halls before screening of movies optional, 
modifying its earlier order. The apex court modified its November 30, 2016, order by 
which it had made the playing of the anthem mandatory in cinema halls before the 
screening of a film. The court’s strong remarks had came during the hearing on a PIL filed 
last year by Shyam Narayan Chouksey seeking a direction that the national anthem be 
played in all cinema halls before the start of screening of a film 

 The bench, while disposing of the petitions pending before it, made it clear that the 
exemption granted earlier to disabled personsfrom standing in the cinema hallswhen 
the national anthem is being played, shall remain in force till the committee takes a 
decision. 
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India’s first ever National Park for the differently abled comes up in Hyderabad 

  

 The Telangana government has recently inaugurated India’s first ever National Park for 
the differently abled people. 

 This new National Park (whose name hasn’t been announced yet), has special facilities in 
place for the differently abled including speech therapist, physiotherapist, and vocational 
training instructors for the differently-abled children 

India’s second FTII to be set up in Arunachal 

 Arunachal Pradesh will get its first Film and Television Institute, and it will be 2nd in 
the country, first being in Pune. 

 The first Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) was setup in Pune, an autonomous 
institute operating under the Information and Broadcasting Ministry. 

 Indian Railways conceives to deploy “Drone” cameras in all its Zones/Divisions to 
enhance safety and efficiency in train operations.  

 West Central Railways with headquarter at Jabalpur (M.P) has become the first Zonal 
Railway to procure “Drone” cameras in Indian Railways. 

 Indian Railways has decided to deploy “Drone” cameras (UAV/NETRA) for various railway 
activities especially project monitoring and maintenance of tracks and other railway 
infrastructure. 

In a first, Telangana to monetise roads through TOT route; appoints Crisil as 
transaction advisors  

 India’s youngest state Telangana has become the first state government to take up 
asset monetisation through toll-operate-transfer (TOT) initiative and has appointed 
transaction advisors for Hyderabad Outer Ring Road.  

 The TOT model, an asset recycling model which enables completed road projects to be 
monetised, is now being initiated at the state level in India.  

 In a statement, rating agency CRISIL said this is the first TOT initiative being undertaken by 
a state, and would set the pace for asset recycling as recommended by the Kelkar 
Committee on public-private partnerships 
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To protect privacy, UIDAI introduces ‘Virtual ID’ for Aadhaar-card holders 

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) put in place a two-layer security 
mechanism to reinforce privacy protection for Aadhaar ID number holders.  

 It introduced a virtual identification for the ID holders so that the actual Aadhaar number 
need not be shared to authenticate identity. 

 The virtual ID will be a 16-digit random number mapped with the Aadhaar number. It 
can only be generated, replaced or revoked by the Aadhaar number holder from time to 
time. 

 The UIDAI is mandated to assign a 12-digit unique identification (UID) number (termed 
"Aadhaar") to all the residents of India. 

RBI Introduces New Rs. 10 Note In Chocolate Brown Colour. 

  

 The new Rs. 10 notes will be in the Mahatma Gandhi (New) Series, and will bear the 
signature of RBI Governor DrUrjit R Patel. 

 The new denomination notes will have motif of the Sun Temple and the Konark on the 
reverse side, depicting the country's cultural heritage 

 The base colour of the notes is chocolate brown and they will have other designs, 
geometric patterns aligning with the overall colour scheme, both at the obverse and reverse, 

CABE panel pitches for extension of RTE Act to pre-primary, secondary education 

  

 A committee constitute by the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) headed by 
Satya Pal Singh, has pitched for extension of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, to 
pre-school and secondary education, making education a right at the pre-primary 
level and in classes 9 and 10 as well. 
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 Currently, the RTE Act covers Class I to VII and makes education a justiciable right for 
children in the age group of 6 to 14 years. 

 According to sources, some of them expressed concerns about Section 12(1) (c) of the Act, 
which provides for 25 per cent reservation in private schools for admission of children from 
Economically Weaker Section (EWS). The state government is expected to reimburse 
private schools for educating children admitted through the EWS quota. 

 Education ministers of Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh learnt to have called for 
scrapping of this provision. Both states feel the money saved can be betterutilised for 
improving education in government schools. 

Seven-member panel recommends 'religious minority' tag for Lingayats in Karnataka 

  

 The seven-member expert committee headed by former Karnataka High Court judge 
HN Nagamohan Das constituted by the Karnataka government to examine the demand 
for a separate religion tag for Lingayats has recommended that the community should 
be given a ‘religious minority’ status. 

 However, a case related to the issue in the High Court of Karnataka will be heard on March 9 
and a final decision will be taken on the issue. 

Madhya Pradesh first butterfly park 

 Madhya Pradesh’s first butterfly park, at Gopalpur in Raisen district opened for public 
on February 15, 2018. 

 The park is spread over three hectares of land. It houses 65 species of butterflies and nearly 
137 plant varieties. 

 Butterfly parks are pollution-free spaces which do not have chemicals/pesticides and play 
an important role in conserving and breeding of butterfly species 

Defence industrial production corridor in Bundelkhand 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi announced that a defence industrial production corridor 
worth Rs 200 billion will be established in Bundelkhand. 

 Bundelkhand is a region located between Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.  

 NarendraModi said that, out of the two defence industrial production corridors 
announced in the union budget, one will be built in Bundelkhand.  
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 He made this announcement in the ‘Investors Meet’ at the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in 
Lucknow. 

 This corridor will connect Agra, Aligarh, Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi and Chitrakoot. 

 The first out of the two defence industrial production corridors is built between 
Chennai and Bengaluru. It will link Kattupalli port, Chennai, Tiruchirapalli, Coimbatore 
and Hosur. 

India’s first pod taxi on the way, to follow U.S. safety norms 

  

 India’s first pod taxi on the waYfor a 12.3-km stretch from Delhi-Haryana border on 
NH 8 (near Ambience Mall) to Badshahpur via Rajiv Chowk, IFFCO and Sohna Road. 

 The projected Rs. 4, 000-crore pod taxi scheme — also known as Personal Rapid 
Transit (PRT) — is a dream project of Road Transport and Highways Minister 
NitinGadkari. 

 The pilot project is to be taken up on design, build, finance, operate and transfer (DBFOT) 
basis. 

 PRT is an advanced public transport using automated electric pod cars to provide a taxi-
like demand responsive feeder and shuttle services for small groups of travellers and is a 
green mode of uninterrupted journey. 

 The automated people mover (APM) standards in the US as recommended by the 
committee for the maiden PRT in India have been prepared by the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) and these constitute the minimum requirements for an acceptable level of 
safety and performance for the PRT.  

 A five-member committee was set up for technical and safety standards of PRT, headed 
by transport expert S K Dhramadhikari 

 The automated people mover (APM) standards in the US as recommended by the committee 
for the maiden PRT in India have been prepared by the American Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE) and these constitute the minimum requirements for an acceptable level of safety and 
performance for the PRT. “The APM standards include minimum requirements for the 
design, construction, operation and maintenance of the various sub-systems of an APM 
system and are in general relevant for a PRT. 
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ITCOocean is coming up in Pragati Nagar, Kukatpally (Hyderabad) 

 The upcoming International Training Centre for Operational Oceanography 
(ITCOocean) at the Indian National Centre For Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) 
here is all set to sign up with UNESCO to cater to the worldwide need to build technical and 
management manpower capacity in marine, coastal sustainability and response to marine 
natural hazards. 

 ITCOocean is coming up in Pragati Nagar, Kukatpally (Hyderabad) 

 INCOIS headquartered in Hyderabad. 

SARAL Portal 

 The Chief Minister of Haryana dedicated SARAL Portal under e- governance to the 
people of the state. 

 SARAL (Simple, All inclusive, Real Time, Action Oriented, Long lasting) is a service delivery 
platform where citizens can track and avail themselves of more than 100 services on a 
single platform. 

351stPrakashParv 

  

 The 351stPrakashParv (also PrakashUtsav) or birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh ji 
was celebrated. 

 He was born on 22 December 1666. 

 Guru Gobind Singh was born as GobindRai and was the 10th Sikh Guru or spiritual 
master. Born to parents Guru TeghBahadur, who was the 9th Sikh Guru and Mata Gujri—
he was the only son. The spiritual master was born in Patna, Bihar. 

 He made several contributions to Sikhism in which founding the warrior Sikh community—
Khalsa in 1699 was the most prominent one. Besides, he introduced the 5 K's that every 
Sikh follows. 

HARISSA FESTIVAL 

 The Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Development Corporation (JKTDC) organised a 10-
day ‘Harissa Festival’ here to give the tourists and the local populace a taste of traditional 
Kashmiri cuisine. 
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 At the event, harissa, a winter cuisine of Kashmir, is being served with traditional Kashmiri 
bread and noon chai (salt pink tea). 

UDVADA FESTIVAL 

 Udvada festivalcelebrates Parsi tradition, religion 

 The theme of the festival this year is ‘threads of continuity’. To depict the message, lovely 
colourful streamers have been put up in the town. 

 The UdvadaAtashBehram, also known as the Iran Shah, "King of Iran", is a temple in 
Udvada, Gujarat on the west coast of India. It is one of the eight fire temples (holy place of 
worship) of the Zoroastrian religion in the country. 

 The AtashBahram, meaning "Victorious Fire", is one of the oldest fire temples in India, 
dated to the eight century, and represents the historical cultural and religious links with 
Iran 

 The current temple was built in 1742 by DinshawDorabjeeMistry from Bombay 

India Iran signed pact for operation on Chabahar Port  

 India and Iran signed a significant pact which gives New Delhi operational control of a 
part of the strategically located Chabahar port on the Gulf of Oman for 18 months. 

 Both sides deliberated extensively on intensifying cooperation in the oil sector and agreed 
to move beyond traditional "buyer-seller" relationship and develop it into a long-term 
strategic partnership. 

 During the talks, it was agreed to continue and increase the pace of negotiation for reaching 
appropriate results in energy cooperation, including on Farzad-B gas field. 

 Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of 
Oman. It is Iran's only oceanic port. India-Iran-Afghanistan have signed deal tpo 
develop Chabahar- Hajigak corridor, out of which Chabahar port development by 
India.  

ThankaAnki begins journey to Sabarimala 

 The ceremonial procession carrying the golden attire (thankaanki) for Lord Ayyappa 
set off to Sabarimala from the SreeParthasarathy temple at Aranmula 

 The Ayyappa idol will be decorated with the golden attire Anki prior to Mandalapuja 
between 11.04 a.m. and 11.40 a.m. 

 The temple will be closed for two days after Athazhapuja in the evening, marking the 
culmination of the 41-day Mandalam pilgrimage season. 

Global Food Security Index 

 India secured the 74th position in the index out of 113 countries. 

 The Global Food Security Index, published by United Nations (UN) ranks countries 
around the world on the basis of food security. Currently, only 113 countries are ranked 
accordingly. 

 Bangladesh has been ranked a lowly 89th, among other South Asian countries 
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BAR COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

 An expert committee of the Bar Council of India is considering a plea to ban 
lawmakers— Members of Parliament and Members of the Assemblies — from 
doubling up as practising advocates, saying they are salaried public servants and 
cannot ride two horses at the same time. 

 The panel is composed of top BCI — the country’s topmost lawyers’ body — office 
bearers and advocates B.C. Thakur, R.G. Shah and D.P. Dhal. 

 The petition filed bySupreme Court advocate AshwiniUpadhyay contended that MPs 
and MLAs draw their salaries from the Consolidated Fund of India. 

 The BCI Rule 49 restricts a salaried employee from practising as an advocate, the petition 
said. Many senior advocates practising in the Supreme Court are also party politicians and 
sitting MPs. 

 Under Section 21 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860, and Section 2 (c) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988, MLAs and MPs are public servants. Hence, allowing them to 
practice, as an advocate and restricting other public servants is arbitrary, irrational and 
violation of Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution of India, 1950. 

1984 riots: Sikhs demand Tytler’s arrest 

 Members of the Sikh community demanded the arrest of Congress leader 
JagdishTytler for his role in the 1984 anti-Sikh riots at Azad Maidan. 

 Last week, the community had released a video footage allegedly showing Mr. Tytler 
confessing to killing Sikhs during the riots. 

National Entrance Exam viz. National Eligibility cum Entrance Test made mandatory 
for admission to all medical courses in the country. 

 Union Health Ministry has made common National Entrance Exam viz. National 
Eligibility cum Entrance Test mandatory for admission to all medical courses in India. 

 Besides, Union Ministry has approved the proposal of Medical Council of India (MCI) to 
amend the Screening Test Regulations, 2002, making it mandatory to qualify NEET to 
pursue foreign medical course. 

 MCI proposed this norm as it was observed that medical institutions/Universities of foreign 
countries admit Indian students without proper assessment. 

 Thus, from May 2018, Indian Citizens/Overseas Citizen of India intending to obtain 
primary medical qualification from any medical institution outside India, shall have 
to mandatorily qualify the NEET. 

Centre to develop Karnataka’s pride Hampi as iconic tourism site 

 Hampi monuments, regarded as Karnataka’s pride, will be one among 10 tourist 
destinations across India to be developed as ‘Iconic Tourism Site’ by Central 
Government.  

 Announcement to develop 10 prominent tourist sites across India into iconic tourism 
destinations, through a holistic approach, was made by Finance Minister ArunJaitley in the 
Union Budget 2018 speech. 
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 The holistic approach involves infrastructure development, deploying technology, attracting 
private investment, branding and marketing. List of 10 tourist destinations to be developed 
as ‘Iconic Tourism Site’ was announced on February 13, 2018 and Hampi Group of 
Monuments is one of them. 

Paschim Lehar 

  

 ‘Paschim Lehar’, a tri-service maritime exercise was held off India’s Western Coast 
from February 12, 2018. 

 Objective behind conducting this exercise was to build interoperability among Indian 
Navy, Air Force and Army. 

 During the course of this exercise, number of weapons including missiles, guns and torpedo 
were fired. Besides, the exercise helped in validating and refining the operational plans of 
the Western Naval Command. 

Chilka Lake 

 The Chilika Lake in Odisha has emerged as the “single largest habitat of Irrawaddy 
dolphins in the world”, following a fresh monitoring survey that pegs the number of 
individuals of the endangered species at 155. 

 Chilika is Asia’s largest brackish-water lagoon with an estuarine character, and one of 
India’s first Ramsar Convention sites (wetlands of international importance). 

Two Kerala districts will be added to MHA’s list of Maoist-affected regions aoist-
affected regions 

 A home ministry official said Palakkad and Malappuram districts in Kerala have been 
recommended by the state government to receive funds due to increased ultra-left 
wing activity in the regions.  

 The state is likely to include two districts from Kerala for the first time in the state’s 
history. 
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Punjab Government to set up committee for regularisation of unauthorised colonies 

 The Punjab government has decided to set up a five-member Cabinet sub-committee to 
finalise the legislation and policy for regularisation of unauthorised colonies across 
the State in order to pave the way for provision of basic amenities to the residents. 

 The Cabinet in its meeting held heregave nod to the formation of the sub-committee, 
which would be headed by Health Minister Brahm Mahindra and will submit its report 
in 30 days. 

Sardar Patel's tallest statue tribute to farmers: Modi 

 With an eye on the upcoming assembly election in Karnataka, Prime Minister said the 
world's tallest statue of SardarVallabhai Patel in Gujarat will be a tribute to the sweat 
and toil of millions of Indian farmers. 

 "The SardarVallabhai Patel's statue (182m high), known as the Statue of Unity, being 
built on the river Narmada near Vadodara in Gujarat, is double the size of Statue of 
Liberty (93m) in New York. 

World class satellite railway station at a cost of Rs 600 crore: PM Modi 

  

 Prime Minister announced that a world-class satellite railway station will be 
constructed at Nidaghatta, Mysuru. 

Gangasagarmela 

 GangasagarMela is famous worldwide and is celeberated at Sagar Island. 

 This mela is regarded as one of the main fairs celebrated in West Bengal.  

ShivajiJayanticeleberated in Maharashtra  

 ShivajiJayanti is celebrated every year on February 19 with much pomp and fervor in 
the entire state of Maharashtra.  

 ShivajiMaharaj was born on February 19, 1630, in Shivneri Fort. 

IIMA to open first overseas extension centre in Dubai 

 IIM Ahmedabad and UAE’s BRS Ventures have signed anMoU to establish the business 
school’s first extensioncentre in Dubai.  

 The centre, which will start operations in June, will begin with executive education 
programmes that are relevant to the region and will include both open learning and 
customised training programmes. 
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Avani Chaturvedi became the first Indian woman to fly a fighter aircraft solo. 

 Flying Officer Avani Chaturvedi became the first Indian woman to fly a fighter aircraft 
solo.  

 Avani Chaturvedi achieved this feat by flying a MiG-21 “Bison”. 

 She took off the MiG-21 “Bison” from the Jamnagar base of Indian Air Force (IAF). 

 She already has the credit of being one of the first three women to undergo fighter pilot 
training in the Indian Air Force. The other two women are BhawanaKanth and Mohana 
Singh.  

 AvaniChaturvedi, BhawanaKanth and Mohana Singh were commissioned as flying officers 
into the fighter stream after finishing basic training in June 2016, on experimental 
basis for 5 years initially. 

Global Corruption Perception Index 

 India has ranked 81st out of 180 countries in the global Corruption Perceptions Index 
2017, released by Transparency International. 

 The Corruption Perception Index 2017 also singled out India as one of the “worst 
offenders” in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 New Zealand and Singapore scored the highest scores with 89 and 84 out of 100, 
respectively. Somalia was found to be the most corrupt country in the world 

 This index ranks countries by their perceived levels of public sector corruption. Index uses a 
scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 indicates no corruption.  

 Data from Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has also been incorporated in the analysis. 

 The index is compiled annually by Transparency International; an international non-
governmental organization based in Berlin, Germany. Transparency International was 
founded in 1993 with a purpose to combat global corruption and prevent criminal activities 
arising from corruption. 

Naidu releases LokSabha 2018 calendar 

  

 Vice President M. VenkaiahNaidu releasedthe LokSabha calendar 2018 which is based on 
the theme of inscriptions in parliament. 

http://www.suryaa.com/30213-naidu-releases-lok-sabha-2018-calendar.html
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 Naidu said the theme of the calendar is unique and motivating and the sublime messages in 
the inscriptions were pearls of wisdom and part of the country's philosophical traditions. 

 Speaker SumitraMahajan said that the calendar provides glimpses of inscriptions nestled on 
domes, arches, chambers and other places in the Parliament House building. 

ELECTORAL BONDS 

 The electoral bonds will be a bearer instrument in the manner of a promissory note 
whereby a citizen, or a registered body, in India is eligible to purchase the bondfrom 
notified branches of the State Bank of Indi (SBI) for 10 days each in months of January, 
April, July and October.  

 It will be available in multiples of Rs1, 000, Rs10, 000, Rs1 lakh, Rs10 lakh and Rs1 
crore. 

 It will not have the donor’s name although the payee will have to fulfil KYC (know your 
customer) protocols at the bank. 

 The bonds will remain valid for 15 days and shall be redeemed within a period of 15 
days. 

 The bonds can be encashed by an eligible political party only through a designated bank 
account with an authorised bank. Every political party has to submit details of one 
designated account to the Election Commission and the bonds can be encashed only in 
that account. 

 To benefit from the electoral bonds scheme, the political parties must have been 
registered with the Election Commission(under Section 29 A of Representation of People 
Act, 1951) and should have secured not less than 1 per cent of the votes polled in the 
most recent General Election to the LokSabha or a State legislative assembly 

 The first sale of electoral bonds will start from March 1, 2018 for period of 10 days at 
four main branches of State Bank of India in Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and New Delhi. 
These bonds will have a life of 15 days, and citizen of India or an entity incorporated or 
established in the country can purchase them. 

Mumbai-Delhi world’s 3rd-busiest air route 

  

 With around 130 flights between India's political capital and the commercial capital every 
day, Mumbai-New Delhi was the third busiest air route in the world in 2017. 
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 A total of 47, 462 scheduled airline flights were operated between the two airports in 2017, 
next only to South Korea's Seoul Gimpo-Jeju airports (64, 991 flights) and Australia's 
Melbourne-Sydney airports(54, 519). 

 The ranking is based on total flights operated between two airports and not two cities. 

EktamYatra 

 The Madhya Pradesh government is planning to take out an 'ekatmyatra' for the 
collection of metal pieces to install a 108-feet tall statue of AdiShankaracharya at 
Omkareshwar in the state's Khandwa district. 

 Hyderabad may soon get its first ‘robocop’ 

 Hyderabad may soon get its first ‘robocop’, with the launch of a prototype in the city. 

 Unlike its famous Hollywood counterpart, however, this five-foot-seven-inch tall ‘smart 
police robot’, weighing 43 kg, is not yet capable of chasing down criminals.But according to 
its makers, it can take complaints, record audio and video clips, identify suspects, detect 
metals, and monitor temperature. 

 The policing robot has been made by H-BOTS, a Hyderabad-based artificial 
intelligence (AI) and machine learning start-up. It was conceived at Makers Leeway, the 
start-up’s research lab, six months ago. 

Anushka Sharma: PETA Person of the Year 

 Newly-wed actress Anushka Sharma has been named PETA’s Person of the Year by 
animal rights organisation People for Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA). 

 Known for movies like “PK”, “Jab TakHaiJaan” and “AeDilHaiMushkil”, Anushka is a 
vegetarian, has nabbed 

Majuliisland is surrounded by the Brahmaputra  

 Majuliislandis surrounded by the Brahmaputra on the south and theKherkatiaSuti, 
LuitSuti and Subansiri rivers on the North. 

 The Assam government had in the past constructed embankments to protect the island from 
floods. These measures, however, could offer marginal protection, official sources said. 

 The Union Minister said that the Brahmaputra Board - set up under the Ministry of 
Irrigation - has been taking initiatives to protect the island since 2004 in line with the 
recommendations of an expert committee. 

Kerela to geo tag houses and farms 

 Kerala State Government has decided to geotag the houses and farms of over 10 
lakhlivestock and poultry farmers in the state.  

 Objective behind this activity is to compile a comprehensive digital repository of the 
information of animal husbandry and dairying in Kerala and integrate the data using the 
Geographical Information System (GIS). 

 This repository will not only help State Government at the time of financial planning but will 
also be useful during the time of the outbreak of any diseases among domestic animals 
and birds.Data collection and uploading will be done by veterinarians and livestock 
inspectors with the help of digital gadgets. 
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Medical college admission scam: CJI DipakMisra took stand in Justice Shukla case 

 Chief Justice of India DipakMisra has decided to recommend the removal of Allahabad 
High Court judge Justice S N Shukla as part of an in-house procedure after he was 
found guilty of misconduct by an internal probe into a medical college admission 
scam. 

 A three-judge in-house committee, comprising Madras High Court Chief Justice Indira 
Banerjee, Sikkim High Court Chief Justice S K Agnihotri and Madhya Pradesh High 
Court judge Justice P K Jaiswal, had concluded there was sufficient substance in the 
allegations contained in the complaint against Justice Shukla and that the aberrations 
were serious enough to call for initiation of proceedings for his removal. 

 Following the committee's report, the CJI, in accordance with the relevant in-house 
procedure, advised Justice Shukla to either resign or seek voluntary retirement 
forthwith. 

 Since Justice Shukla has not resigned as yet, as per the in-house mechanism, the CJI is 
bound to write to the President and the Prime Minister for initiation of proceedings 
to remove the judge by way of an impeachment motion, sources said. 

 When the CJI writes to the President and Prime Minister for removal of a high court judge, 
the RajyaSabha chairperson appoints a three-judge inquiry committee in consultation 
with the CJI under the provisions of the Judges (Enquiry) Act, 1968 to look into the 
allegations. 

India slips 10 ranks to 42 on democracy index 

 India has slipped to 42nd place on an annual Global Democracy Index amid “rise of 
conservative religious ideologies” and increase in vigilantism and violence against 
minorities as well as other dissenting voices. 

 While Norway has again topped the list, followed by Iceland and Sweden, compiled by 
the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), India has moved down from 32nd place last year and 
remains classified among “flawed democracies”. 

 The index ranks 165 independent states and two territories on the basis of five 
categories: electoral process and pluralism, civil liberties, the functioning of government, 
political participation and political culture. The list has been divided into four broad 
categories—full democracy, flawed democracy, hybrid regime and authoritarian regime. 

Railways set to get 1st high-speed electric locomotive in March 
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 Indian Railways' all new 12, 000 horsepower electric locomotive -- being produced in 
collaboration with Alstom of France and which can run at speeds of up to 120 kmph -- 
would be rolled out in March when French President Emmanuel Macron visits India, 
Railway Ministry sources said.  

 The official also said that the new WAG 12 electric locomotive would be used to haul 
freight trains. It can haul about 9, 000 tonnes of goods. 

 It is the first high speed electric locomotive of India. 

 The assembly of the first 12, 000 hp locomotive at Bihar's Madhepura plant is complete 
and its trials are on. 

India joins Ashgabat agreement 

 INDIA has joined the Ashgabat agreement, which envisages setting up of an 
international transport and transit corridor linking central Asia with the Persian Gulf 
to significantly ramp up trade and investment. 

 Turkmenistan, as depository State of Ashgabat Agreement, informed India that all the 
four founding members have consented to the accession of India (to the agreement). 

 Besides Turkmenistan, the other founding members of the agreement are Iran, Oman and 
Uzbekistan and these countries had signed the pact on April 25, 2011. 

 After approval of the Cabinet, India had deposited the instrument of accession with 
Turkmenistan in April 2016. 

Lamitye held 

 8th edition of Indo-Seychelles joint counter insurgency/counter terrorism 
exerciseheld named ‘Lamitye’ began on February 24, 2018 in Seychelles.  

 ’Lamtiye’ means friendship in Creole (local dialect).  

 ‘Exercise Lamitye’ is conducted biennially with an aim of enhancing cooperation and 
interoperability between Indian Army and Seychelles People’s Defence Forces. 

 Overcoming a hiccup, India and Seychelles signed a revised agreement that will allow 
India to build military infrastructure on Assumption Island that will expand its strategic 
reach in the Indian Ocean. 

Bhutan opens consulate in Guwahati 

 Bhutan became the second country after Bangladesh to open a consulate in Guwahati. 

 Bangladesh had in May last year established a consular office headed by an assistant 
high commissioner, underlining the city’s growing reputation as a trade and connectivity 
hub of a region of 45.6 million people. 

 Bhutan has had a consulate in Kolkata for years besides a High Commission in New Delhi. 

 “Assam has also been a pilgrimage destination for Bhutanese Buddhists, justifying the 
Himalayan country’s focus on the State 50 years after Delhi and Thimphu established 
diplomatic ties on January 8, 1968,” he added. 
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Asia’s largest drip irrigation project Ramthal to become operational in Karnataka 

 The largest drip irrigation project in Asia — the prestigious Ramthal project, 
successfully executed by Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Limited (MEIL), will be put 
into operation in RamthalMarola located in Bagalkot district of Karnataka. 

 The project, which was envisioned by the Krishna BhagyaJala Nigam Limited (KBJNL), 
was successfully completed by MEIL. The project will be inaugurated by MB Patil, Minister 
for Water Resources, Karnataka. 

 Using the backwaters of Alimatti project, the scheme will alleviate the hardships faced by 
the local farmers for many decades in the past. As a part of this drip irrigation scheme, every 
farmer will receive water through a cylinder installed in their respective farmlands. All the 
required fertilizers and pesticides can also mixed and put into the cylinder. This system will 
help in eliminating water wastage. The technology used in this project will also purify the 
wastage that flows in the backwaters of River Krishna.  

India among top three countries where trust in government remains high 

  

 India continues to be among the top three nations where trust in government remains 
high despite a small slip since last year, according to the Global Trust Index released 
annually in Davos. 

 China tops the list followed by Indonesia (2nd position) and India (3rd position) 

 The annual Global Trust Index is released by communications marketing firm Edelman 
in Davos. 

ArunJaitley announces new tunnel at Sela pass in Arunachal Pradesh 

 Finance Minister ArunJaitley announced the government's plan to build a tunnel through 
the Sela Pass in Arunachal Pradesh located at an elevation of 13, 700 ft whichwill ensure 
faster movement of troops in Tawang, a strategically- located town in Arunachal Pradesh 
bordering China.  

 The proposal to build the Sela pass comes amid concerns in the defence establishment over 
China's growing assertiveness along the nearly 4, 000 km-long Sino-India border. 

 "Rohtang tunnel has been completed to provide all weather connectivity to theLadakh 
region. 
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 The Sela pass is located between the Tawang and West Kameng districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and considered crucial from strategic perspective 

India is ranked 10th in the world in the forest and tree cover 

 India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2017 

 India is ranked 10th in the world, with 24.4% of land area under forest and tree 
cover, even though it accounts for 2.4 % of the world surface area. 

 Andhra Pradesh followed by Karnataka and Kerala have shown the maximum 
increase in forest cover.  

 Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country in terms of area, followed 
by Arunachal Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. 

 In terms of percentage of forest cover with respect to the total geographical area, 
Lakshadweep with (90.33 per cent) has the highest forest cover, followed by 
Mizoram and Andaman & Nicobar Island. 

 As per the latest FAO report, India is ranked 8th in the list of Top Ten nations 
reporting the greatest annual net gain in forest area 

 India has a population density of 382 persons per sq km.  
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INTERNATIONAL 

Maduro: Digital Currency Puts Venezuela on Tech Vanguard 

 Venezuela is becoming the first country to launch its own version of bitcoin, a move it 
hopes will provide a much-needed boost to its credit-stricken economy. 

 Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro  

Cobra gold 

 Cobra Gold 2018is an international military exercise, is held in Thailand. 

 This is the 37th edition of the Cobra Gold exercise. It is co-sponsored by the Royal Thai 
Armed Forces and the U.S. Armed Forces. 

 Its objective is to improve regional security, maritime security and interoperability between 
participating countries. 

Pakistani Senate declared Mandarin as one of the official languages of Pakistan 

 On 19th February 2018, the Pakistani Senate declared Mandarin as one of the official 
languages of Pakistan. This move has been made to improve ties between Pakistan and 
China. It is said that, the people related to the China Pakistan Economic Corridor could 
communicate easily by making Mandarin as one of the official languages of Pakistan.  

Saudi Arabi relaxed rules for women to start their business 

 Saudi Arabia government announced that, Saudi Arabian women can start their own 
businesses without their guardian’s consent; Generally, the guardian is a male relative – 
husband, father or brother of the woman 

 Women can start their own businesses and benefit from (governmental) e-services 
without getting consent from a guardian. 

Singapore Government to impose Carbon Tax 

 Singapore Government announced that it would impose a carbon tax from 2019 to cut 
its greenhouse gas emissions.  

 All facilities in all business sectors producing 25000 tonnes or more of greenhouse gas 
emissions a year will be subjected to Carbon Tax.  

 For the period 2019 – 2023, Carbon Tax will be levied at the rate of 5 Singapore Dollar 
per tonneof greenhouse gas emissions.  

 Post 2023, the tax is likely to be raised and will possibly be in the range of 10 – 15 
Singapore Dollar per tonne by 2030. 

World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) suspended Romania’s 

 The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has suspended Romania’s drug-testing 
laboratory for 6 months, quoting that the laboratory was not up to the required standards. 
The  

 The laboratory is now banned from testing samples. The laboratory has been urged to hand 
over its possessions to another laboratory.  
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 The ban on this laboratory is backdated to 29 November 2017.  

 WADA has tightened laboratory check-ups after finding violations at the Moscow laboratory. 

Tropica Cyclone Kelvin 

 Tropical Cyclone Kelvin hit the north coast of Western Australia.  

 The storm crossed the north coast with winds up to a speed of 150 km per hour. 

SCO summit in China's Qingdao city in June 

 China announced that this year's summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) will be held in the city of Qingdao in June. 

 The SCO is comprised of China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan. 

 India and Pakistan were admitted as full members of the organisationat the summit in 
Astana last year. 

China to allow Kailashyatra via Nathu La  

  

 China has agreed to allow pilgrims from India to visit Kailash-Mansarovar in Tibet 
Autonomous Region through Nathu La, signalling a thaw in bilateral relations months 
after it had shut the route through the mountain pass in June 2017 following the face-off 
in Doklam plateau.  

 The two countries are working together to arrange the yatra to holy Mount Kailash and 
Lake Mansarovar between June and September this year.  

Venezuela, Libya Lose UN Vote for Third Time in 3 Years 
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 Venezuela and Libya have been suspended from voting in the U.N. General Assembly 
for the third time in three years because of millions of dollars in unpaid dues to the world 
body. 

 Secretary-General Antonio Guterres informed the General Assembly in late January that 
14 countries including Venezuela and Libya were in arrears, and Assembly spokesman 
BrendenVarma confirmed that Venezuela has lost its vote in the 193-member global 
organization as a result. 

India, UAE to hold first joint naval drill in Gulf 

 India, UAE to hold first joint naval drill in Gulf 

 The first time Indian Navy will be conducting an exercise in the Gulf with UAE, going 
beyond the Arabian Sea. 

 Addressing the World Government Summit in Dubai, Modi highlighted the importance of 
assimilating technology with governance to ensure equitable growth, a key message 
relating to his government's programmes promoting inclusive growth through 
banking and DBT.  

Dubai retains rank as world’s busiest international airport 

  

 Dubai International Airport says it has held on to its No 1 ranking as the world’s 
busiest airport for INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, after seeing some 88.2 million passengers 
in 2017. 

 Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport in Georgia remains the world’s 
busiest airport overall. 

Chile creates national parks from donated land 

 Chile has created five sprawling national parks to preserve vast tracts of Patagonia – the 
culmination of more than two decades of land acquisition by the US philanthropists Doug 
Tompkins and Kristine McDivitt Tompkins and the largest donation of private land to 
government in South America. 

 The five parks, spanning 10.3m acres, were signed into law byChile’s president Michelle 
Bachelet. 
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UAE claims world's longest zipline 

 The world’s longest zipline will open in the United Arab Emirates propelling thrill-
seekers at speeds of up to 150 kilometres an hour down the Middle East country’s highest 
mountain peak. 

 The UAE’s latest record will be added to a mantle of achievements that includes the world’s 
tallest building, and artificial palm-shaped islands. 

 The 2.8 kilometre (1.74 miles) zipline, spanning the equivalent of 28 soccer fields, was 
certified this week by the Guinness World Records 

University of Birmingham India Institute 

  

 The University of Birmingham launched its India Institute in the presence of His 
Excellency MrYashvardhan Kumar Sinha, High Commissioner of India.  

 Creating the University of Birmingham India Institute (UBII) reflects the University’s 
extensive links with India, which span over 100 years, as Birmingham researchers continue 
to forge new partnerships with their Indian counterparts to address global challenges. 

Abu Dhabi’s first Hindu temple to be inaugurated by PM NarendraModi 
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 PM NarendraModi inaugurated Abu Dhabi’s first Hindu temple as part of his three-
nation tour to Palestine, Oman and the UAE. The temple design and structure is along the 
lines of the Akshardham temple in Delhi and other 

 Back in 2015, during NarendraModi’s first visit to the UAE, the government had allocated 
land in Abu Dhabi for its first Hindu temple. The 20, 000 sq m complex will come up in 
Al Wathba, 30 minutes away from the city.  

 Reports suggest that the temple will include idols of Lord Krishna, Lord Maheshwara, Lord 
Ayyappa and more and that it will feature a garden and a water-front. 

U.K. to have memorial to honour Sikh soldiers 

  

 The U.K. government has agreed to support and fund a memorial to honour the 
contribution of Sikh soldiers who fought for Britain and its allies during the two 
World Wars. 

 The campaign for a new Sikh war memorial was led by Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi, 
Britain's first turbaned Sikh MP, who now has the support of the UK's Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and Local Government to help set up a Working Group to find a 
suitable location. 

World's tallest hotel set to open in Dubai. 
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 With opening of Gevorahotel, Dubai will once again set a new record from the tallest 
hotel in the world.  

 The 356-metre (1167.98 feet) high Gevora Hotel in Dubai, built by the Al Attar Group, 
will have 75 floors, 528 rooms and four restaurants. 

 Gevora will take over the world’s tallest hotel tag from the JW Marriott Marquis Hotel 
(1, 165 feet) on the same ShaikhZayed Road. 

 JW Marriott Marquis Hotel was opened in 2012 and has 1, 608 rooms. 

Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh to be part of India’s tiger census 

  

 India’s tiger census, which began late last year, will see coordination with Bhutan, Nepal 
and Bangladesh in estimating the territorial spread of the animal in the subcontinent. 

 While India has engaged with Nepal and Bangladesh in previous tiger counts, this is the first 
time all countries are uniting in arriving at tiger numbers, particularly in regions with 
shared borders. 

 Since 2006, the WII — a Union Environment Ministry-funded body — has been tasked 
with coordinating the tiger estimation exercise. The once-in-four-years exercise 
calculated, in 2006, that India had only 1, 411 tigers. This rose to 1, 706 in 2010 and 2, 
226 in 2014 in later editions on the back of improved conservation measures and new 
estimation methods.  

 The survey — divided into four phases — began last winter and is expected to reveal 
its findings in early 2019. 

Trump admin designates six as global terrorists; stresses their links to Pakistan 

 The Trump administration designated as global terrorists six individuals accused of 
supporting the Taliban and Haqqani network in Afghanistan, and stressed their links to 
Pakistan. 

 The blacklisted individuals also include: AbdulQadeerBasir Abdul Baseer, Hafiz 
Mohammed Popalzai, MaulawiInayatullah, Faqir Muhammad and Gula Khan Hamidi, 
Abdul SamadSani. 
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China to build second foreign naval base near Gwadar in Pakistan 

 After Djibouti, China is planning to build its second foreign naval base in Pakistan. 

 China needs to set up another base in Gwadar for its warships because Gwadar is now a 
civilian port. 

 It's a common practice to have separate facilities for warships and merchant's vessels 
because of their different operations. Merchant ships need a bigger port with a lot of space 
for warehouses and containers, but warships need a full range of maintenance and logistical 
support services. 

World's largest solar thermal plant to be built in South Australia 

 The world's largest solar-thermal power plant has been given development approval by 
the South Australian government. 

 Construction on the 150-megawatt Aurora plant, to be built by utility-scale solar power 
company SolarReserve, will begin in 2018 at an estimated cost of $509 million. 

Thousands march in Lima in protest over pardon for former Peru president. 

  

 Thousands of Peruvians have marched through Lima to vent their outrage over a pardon 
for the jailed former president Alberto Fujimori. 

 The public opprobrium was directed at Peru’s president, Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, who 
granted the pardon on health grounds. 

 Alberto Fujimori, whose authoritarian leadership in the 1990s left an indelible mark on 
the country, continues to cast a long shadow over modern Peru. 

Hitler’s car on auction 

 A 1939 luxury Mercedes limousine used to carry Adolf Hitler around Germany will be 
auctioned in the US state of Arizona, one of only four such models ever built. 

 Powered by a 7.7-litre supercharged engine capable of exceeding 100 mph, the Mercedes-
Benz 770K Grosser — known to the world as the “Super Mercedes” — was a potent 
propaganda symbol of the Third Reich which the Fuhrer rode standing in the front seat. 

US announces sanctions on North Korea prominent officials 

 The United States announced sanctions on two of North Korea’s most prominent 
officials behind its ballistic missile program. 
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 The U.S. Treasury named the targeted officials as Kim Jong Sik and RiPyongChol. 

CANADA’S G7 THEMES 

 On December 14, Prime Minister Trudeau announced the themes for Canada’s 2018 G7 
Presidency. 

 The theme of advancing gender equality and women’s empowerment will be integrated 
into all ministerial meetings. 

 44thG7 Summit, 2018will be held in Charlevoix, Quebec from June 8-9, 2018. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

 In September 2015, the General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development that includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 The SDGs also explicitly include disability and persons with disabilities 11 times. 
Although, the word “disability” is not cited directly in all goals, the goals are indeed relevant 
to ensure the inclusion and development of persons with disabilities. 

 The year 2016 marks the first year of the implementation of the SDGs 

UN Jerusalem vote: India went against the US 

 The General Assembly voted overwhelmingly during a rare emergency meeting to ask 
nations not to establish diplomatic missions in the historic city of Jerusalem, as 
delegates warned that the recent decision by the United States to do so risked igniting a 
religious war across the already turbulent Middle East and even beyond. 

 By a recorded vote of 128 in favour to 9 against (Guatemala, Honduras, Israel, Marshall 
Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Togo, United States), with 35 
abstentions, the Assembly adopted the resolution “Status of Jerusalem”, by which it 
declared “null and void” any actions intended to alter Jerusalem’s character, status or 
demographic composition. 

 UN general assembly (UNGA) condemned the US for moving its embassy to, and recognizing, 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 

 Jerusalem vote in the UNGA is not binding. 

 India had voted in favour of the resolution, while the U.S. and Israel voted against the 
resolution. 

WHO to classify ‘gaming disorder’ as mental health condition 

 With more and more youngsters getting hooked on video games, both online and offline, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) is set to classify gaming disorder as a mental 
health condition 

 In the beta draft of its forthcoming 11th International Classification of Diseases, WHO 
has included gaming disorder in its list of mental health conditions.  

 The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM) of Mental Disorders -V, a diagnostic bible for 
mental health professionals published by the American Psychiatric Association, has already 
classified gaming disorder as a mental health condition. 
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Chinese 'Ultra Vulgar Butcher' activist jailed for 8 years 

 China has sentenced prominent rights activist Wu Gan to eight years for subversion 
after online criticism of Beijing's leaders. His jailing is the harshest punishment in a two-
year crackdown on dissent. 

 The self-proclaimed Ultra Vulgar Butcher was found guilty by the Tianjin No 2 
Intermediate Court of subverting state power after he was arrested in 2015 for posting 
attention-grabbing activism campaigns online. 

Tropical cyclone GITA hits Tonga 

 India has contributed USD 1 million for the rehabilitation works in Tonga, after the 
devastation caused by Tropical Cyclone Gita.  

 United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation has stated that, the Tonga Government 
will identify the rehabilitation projects to be supported by the India-UN Development 
Partnership  

 The India-UN Development Partnership Fund is led and supported by Indian Government. It 
is managed by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation. 

Maldives declares state of emergency as crisis deepens 

 Beleaguered Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen has declared a 15-day state of 
Emergency. The move gives sweeping powers to security forces to arrest and detain 
suspects as Yameen refuses to comply with a Supreme Court order to release political 
prisoners.  
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LEGAL NEWS 

Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018 and Chit Funds (Amendment) 
Bill, 2018 

 In a bid to protect the savings of the investors, Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime 
Minister NarendraModi has given its approval to introduce Banning of Unregulated 
Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018 and Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill, 2018 in Parliament.  

 Main objective to introduce this bill is to tackle the menace of illicit deposit taking activities 
across India by plugging the existing regulatory gaps and implement strict administrative 
measures.  

 The bill contains a banning clause which bans Deposit Takers from promoting, issuing 
advertisements, operating and accepting deposits in any Unregulated Deposit 
Scheme.  

New Constitution Bench to examine Citizenship Act 

 The Supreme Court decided to refer to a fresh Constitution Bench pleas to examine the 
validity of various aspects of a provision of the Citizenship Act 1955, including the cut-
off date for awarding citizenship to Bangladeshi immigrants in Assam. 

 Section 6A of the Act relates to provisions for citizenship of people covered by the 
Assam Accord. 

 In December 2014, a two-judge Bench of the apex court had framed 13 questions, for 
deliberation by a larger Bench, which included whether Section 6A violates the Articles of 
the Constitution by diluting the political rights of residents of Assam. 

 It had also framed a question about the scope of fundamental right contained in Article 
29(1), relating to the right to conserve a distinct language, script or culture, and also 
about the meaning of expressions ‘culture’ and ‘conserve.’ 

Landmark ruling: Supreme Court says passive euthanasia is permissible 

 The Supreme Court has given legal sanction to passive euthanasia in a landmark verdict, 
permitting 'living will' by patients on withdrawing medical support if they slip into 
irreversible coma. 

 The ruling stems from a petition filed by an NGO 'Common Cause', who had approached 
the court seeking a direction for recognition of 'living will' and contended that when a 
medical expert said that a person afflicted with terminal disease had reached a point of 
no return, then she should be given the right to refuse being put on life support. 
PrashantBhushan appeared for the NGO 

 A living will is a written document by way of which a patient can give his explicit 
instructions in advance about the medical treatment to be administered when he or 
she is terminally ill or no longer able to express informed consent. 

 Passive euthanasia, meanwhile, is a condition where there is withdrawal of medical 
treatment with the deliberate intention to hasten the death of a terminally-ill patient. 

 The 241st report of the Law Commission states that passive euthanasia should be 
allowed with certain safeguards and there is a proposed law—Medical Treatment of 
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Terminally Ill Patient (Protection of Patients and Medical Practitioners) Bill, 2006—
in this regard. 

Chronology 

 May 11, 2005: SC takes note of PIL of NGO 'Common Cause' seeking nod to 
allow terminally-ill persons to execute a living will for passive euthanasia. It 
seeks the Centre's response on the plea which seeks declaration of 'right to die 
with dignity' as a Fundamental Right under Article 21 (right to life) of the 
Constitution. 

 Jan 16, 2006: SC allows Delhi Medical Council (DMC) to intervene and asks it to 
file documents on passive euthanasia. 

 Apr 28: Law Commission suggests a draft bill on passive euthanasia and says 
such pleas be made to HCs which should decide after taking experts' views. 

 Jan 31, 2007: SC asks parties to file documents. 

 Mar 7, 2011: SC, on a separate plea on behalf of ArunaShanbaug, allows 
passive euthanasia for the nurse lying in vegetative state at a hospital in 
Mumbai. It held that a specific category of relatives could seek permission 
from the court to opt for passive euthanasia on behalf of the patient in cases of 
a terminally ill patient. 

 Jan 23, 2014: A three-judge bench led by then CJI P Sathasivam starts final 
hearing in the case. 

 Feb 11: DMC files copy of proceedings of International Workshop for Policy 
Statement on Euthanasia in India and SC reserves verdict. 

 Feb 25: SC cites inconsistencies in earlier verdicts on passive euthanasia 
including the one given in the Shanbaug case and refers the PIL to a Constitution 
bench. 

 July 15: A five-judge bench commences hearing on the plea, issues notices to all 
states and UTs, and appoints senior advocate T R Andhyarujina as an amicus 
curiae. He dies during the pendency of the case. 

 Feb 15, 2016: Centre says that it is deliberating the issue. 

 Oct 11, 2017: Five-judge Constitution bench led by CJI DipakMisra hears 
arguments and reserves the verdict. 

 March 9, 2018: SC recognises 'living will' made by terminally-ill patients for 
passive euthanasia and lays down guidelines on procedures to be adopted 
for it. 
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Larger Bench to decide on Sec. 377 

  

 On December 11, 2013, the Supreme Court set aside the 2009 Delhi High Court Order 
decriminalizing gay sex. 

 On January 28, 2014, the Supreme Court dismisses a Central Government Petition 
seeking a review of its verdict declaring Gay Sex an offence. 

 A three-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice of India DipakMisra, decided to revisit a 
December 2013 verdict of the Supreme Court in the Suresh Kumar Kaushal versus Naz 
Foundation, which dismissed the LGBT community as a negligible part of the population 
while virtually denying them the right of choice and sexual orientation. 

 The Supreme Court referred to a five –judge Constitution Bench a writ petition filed by 
five gay and lesbian members of the LGBT community to strike down the colonial Section 
377 in the Indian Penal Code of 1860, which criminalises homosexuality. 

 The court agreed that both its decisions emphasisingtransgender identity in the NALSA 
case and the observations made by a nine-judge Bench in the right to privacy case 
upholding the right to sexual orientation and choice of sexual partners warrant a re-look 
into its dismissive verdict in the Naz case. 

 Read more at https://indconlawphil.wordpress.com/2018/01/08/section-377-referred-to-
a-constitution-bench-some-issues/ 

Uttarakhand High Court asks state government to abolish revenue police system 

 The Uttarakhand High Court, in a landmark judgment, ordered the state government to 
abolish the “century old practice” of revenue police system which is unique to the hill 
areas of the state where the revenue department officials function as the police. 

 The court order came against the backdrop of a case of a woman’s alleged killing by her 
in-laws for dowry in the year 2011 in a village in the TehriGarhwal district which 
comes under the revenue police system. 

 Currently, 55-60 percent area of the state’s Kumaon and Garhwal regions, comes under 
the revenue police system where revenue officials, including a patwari, work as the police – 
investigating cases, and making arrests 

https://indconlawphil.wordpress.com/2018/01/08/section-377-referred-to-a-constitution-bench-some-issues/
https://indconlawphil.wordpress.com/2018/01/08/section-377-referred-to-a-constitution-bench-some-issues/
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 Two Uttarakhand police stations – Nainital district’s Banbhoolpura police station and 
Dehradun district’s Rishikesh police station – made it to the list of top 10 police 
stations in the country that was recently released by the Union Home Ministry. 

'Cooperate on curbing online sex determination ads 

 A Bench led by Chief Justice DipakMisra asked the Centre to brainstorm with the 
search engines, in the next six weeks, on ways to ensure that materials violating 
Indian laws prohibiting pre-natal sex determination were not hosted on websites. 

 The apex court, while disposing of the PIL petition filed by petitioner Sabu Mathew 
George, observed that the government, its nodal agency and experts “shall take steps so that 
mandate of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 
are not violated”. 

Uttarakhand HC recommends state govt to formulate law to give death sentence for 
raping minors 

 Upholding the judgment of a trial court that had ordered capital punishment to one 
Karandeep Sharma alias Raju for raping and murdering a seven-year-old, the 
Uttarakhand High Court, recommended the state government to enact a “suitable 
legislation” to give death sentence to the ones found guilty of raping and murdering 
girls “aged 15 years or below” 

 The order was made by Division Bench of Justice Rajiv Sharma and Justice Alok Singh. 

Parliament passes bills on Insolvency and Nabard 

 The LokSabha approved amendments made by the RajyaSabha in two bills 

 The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Amendment) Bill. 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill- passed by it earlier. 

 The NABARD bill seeks to increase its authorised capital by six times to Rs 30, 000 
crore and enable the transfer of Reserve Bank of India's share to the government. At 
present the authorised capital of Nabard is Rs 5, 000 crore and there is a proposal to 
increase it to Rs30, 000crore. If there is a need to increase this authorised capital above 
Rs30, 000crore, then after discussions with RBI it can be increased upto Rs50, 000 
crore. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy billreplaces an ordinance which was promulgated in 
November to bar wilful defaulters as well as those with NPA accounts from bidding in 
auctions to recover bad loans through insolvency proceedings. 

History 

 The government introduced a bill in Parliament in last Winter Session that will 
make it easier for sick companies to either wind up their businesses or 
engineer a turnaround. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2015, will replace the existing bankruptcy 
laws to make it easy for investors to exit within a fixed time frame, in an effort to 
improve the ease of doing business in India.  

 Bankruptcy is a legal status usually imposed by a Court, on a firm or individual 
unable to meet debt obligations. 
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 India’s new Bankruptcy Bill attempts to create a formal insolvency resolution 
process (IRP) for businesses, either by coming up with a viable survival 
mechanism or by ensuring their speedy liquidation.  

 The proposed bankruptcy code will cover individuals, companies, limited 
liability partnerships and partnership firms, and proposes a time-bound 
framework. 

 Salient Features of the Bill 

 Insolvency Regulator: The Bill proposes to establish an Insolvency Regulator 
to exercise regulatory oversight over insolvency professionals, insolvency 
professional agencies and informational utilities.  

 Insolvency Adjudicating Authority: The Adjudicating Authority will have 
the jurisdiction to hear and dispose of cases by or against the debtor. 

* The Debt Recovery Tribunal (“DRT”) shall be the Adjudicating 
Authority with jurisdiction over individuals and unlimited liability 
partnership firms. Appeals from the order of DRT shall lie to the Debt 
Recovery Appellate Tribunal (“DRAT”). 

* The National Company Law Tribunal (“NCLT”) shall be the 
Adjudicating Authority with jurisdiction over companies, limited 
liability entities. Appeals from the order of NCLT shall lie to the National 
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (“NCLAT”).  

 Insolvency Professionals: The draft Bill proposes to regulate insolvency 
professionals and insolvency professional agencies. Under Regulator’s 
oversight, these agencies will develop professional standards, codes of ethics 
and exercise a disciplinary role over errant members leading to the 
development of a competitive industry for insolvency professionals.  

 Insolvency Information Utilities: The draft Bill proposes for information 
utilities which would collect, collate, authenticate and disseminate financial 
information from listed companies and financial and operational creditors of 
companies. An individual insolvency database is also proposed to be set up 
with the goal of providing information on insolvency status of individuals.  

 The draft Bill prescribes a swift process and timeline of 180 days for 
dealing with applications for insolvency resolution. This can be extended 
for 90 days by the Adjudicating Authority only in exceptional cases. 
During insolvency resolution period (of 180/270 days), the management of the 
debtor is placed in the hands of an interim resolution professional/resolution 
professional. 
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ECONOMY 

YH Malegam committee 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted an expert committee under the 
chairmanship of YH Malegam to look into a range of issues relating to classification of 
bad loans, rising incidents of frauds and effectiveness of audits. 

 Other member of the Committee: Bharat Doshi, S Raman and NandkumarSaravade. 

Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) between India and Kenya 

 Indian government notified the revised Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) 
between India and Kenya. 

 It has been stated that, the revised DTAA will enhance transparency in tax matters, 
control tax evasion, and eliminate double taxation 

Capital First Merger with IDFC Bank 

 On February 20, 2018, Capital First announced that regulator National Housing Bank 
(NHB) has approved its merger with IDFC Bank.  

 As per the terms of the merger deal, IDFC Bank will issue 139 shares for every 10 shares of 
Capital First.  

 Post merger, IDFC Bank-Capital First combined entity will have Asset Under Management 
(AUM) of Rs 88000 crore. 

Microsoft, Paisabazaar.com Partner To Develop 'Industry First' Technologies Using 
Artificial Intelligence 

 Microsoft and online marketplace Paisabazaar.com announced that they have entered 
into a partnership to develop "industry first" innovations on the tech giant's Cloud 
platform using artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning. 

OMBUDSMAN SCHEME 

 'Ombudsman Scheme' was launched by Reserve Bank of India for non-banking 
financial companies (NBFC) for redressal of complaints against them. 

 NBFC ombudsmen office will function at four metro centres -- Chennai, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and New Delhi. 

 A non-banking financial company (NBFC) is a company registered under the 
Companies Act, 1956, NBFCs are similar to banks with slight difference: NBFC cannot 
accept demand deposits1 and it is not a part of the payment and settlement system 
and as such cannot issue cheques to its customers. 

WhatsApp to launch 'full-feature' inter-bank money transfer service 

 WhatsApp will launch a “full feature” inter-bank money transfer service in India, its 
biggest market. 

                                                             
1 Demand deposits are funds deposited at a depository institution that are payable on demand -- immediately or 

within a very short period -- like your current or savings accounts. 
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 NPCI is the body set up by the central bank and lenders to oversee payment services. 

Central Board of Excise and Customs to be renamed CBIC by April 

 Rechristening of the apex indirect tax policy making body CBEC to Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) is likely to happen by April after the budgetary exercise gets 
Parliament nod. 

 With excise duty, service tax, alongside nearly a dozen other central and state levies 
being subsumed in theGoods and Services Tax (GST) rolled out from July 1, the ambit 
of the Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) has widened.  

 In his budget speech for 2018-19, Finance Minister ArunJaitley said with the roll out of GST 
the name of CBEC would be changed to CBIC.ThroughFinance Bill 2018, the Central 
Boards of Revenue (CBR) Act, 1963, as well as the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 
2017, are being amended replacing CBEC with CBIC 

India Post Payments Bank will begin nationwide rollout in April  

  

 India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) Expansion Programmecontinues to make brisk 
progress and a nation-wide roll-out is scheduled beginning April 2018 

 Postal secretary Ananta Narayan Nanda 

Forbes Releases First Crypto Rich List; Ripple Co-founder Chris Larsen at Top 

 Forbes has released its first ever list of richest people in cryptocurrency, which is topped by 
Ripple co-founder Chris Larsen, with an estimated crypto net worth of USD 7.5-8 billion. 

 The list also features Joseph Lubin with crypto net worth (USD 1-5 billion), Changpeng Zhao 
(USD 1.1-2 billion), Cameron & Tyler Winklevoss (USD 900 million-1.1 billion) and Matthew 
Mellon (USD 900 million-1.1 billion). 

CRISIL, SIDBI Launch India’s First MSE Sentiment Index  

 The Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs ShriArunJaitley launched 
CriSidEx, India’s first sentiment index for micro and small enterprises ( MSEs) developed 
jointly by CRISIL & SIDBI. 

 CriSidEx is a composite index based on a diffusion index of 8 parameters and 
measures MSE business sentiment on a scale of 0 (extremely negative ) to 200 ( extremely 
positive). The parametric feedback was captured through a survey of 1100 MSEs in 
November –December. 
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 CriSidEx will have 2 indices, one for the ‘survey quarter’ and another for the ‘next quarter’ 
once a trend emerges after few rounds of the survey, providing independent time series 
data. 

Switzerland retains top spot on fin secrecy index 

  

 Switzerland retained its top spot in the financial secrecy index(FSI 2018), unveiled by 
the Tax Justice Network (TJN). It was followed by the US, Cayman Islands, Hong Kong 
and Singapore. 

 The US has over the past two surveys, which are carried out on a biennial basis, consistently 
ranked higher — indicating that it continues to remain a secrecy jurisdiction 

Economic Survey 2018 tabled in LokSabha: GDP growth pegged at 7-7.75%, India to 
be fastest growing economy again 

 Aiming at a GDP growth rate of 6.75 per cent in the current financial year, the 
Economic Survey 2017-18, tabled by the Union Finance Minister ArunJaitley 
projected a GDP growth of 7 to 7.5 per cent in the financial year 2018-19. 

India 6th wealthiest country with total wealth of $8, 230 billion 

 India has been ranked sixth in the list of wealthiest countries with total wealth of $8, 
230 billion, while the United States topped the chart, says a report. 

 According to a report by New World Wealth, the US is the wealthiest country with total 
wealth of $64, 584 billion, followed by China ($24, 803 billion) and Japan ($19, 522 
billion). 

India Ranks 81st On Global Talent Competitiveness Index 

 India has moved up on a global index of talent competitiveness to the 81st position from 
92nd position last year. 
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 Switzerland continues to top the list in the report.Switzerland is followed by Singapore. 

 The report, which covers 119 economies, is based on research conducted by INSEAD 
(led by Pr. Bruno Lanvin and Professor Paul Evans) in partnership with The Adecco 
Group and Tata Communications. With this fifth edition, GTCI addresses the theme of 
Diversity for Competitiveness. 

‘E-way bill to boost GST compliance’ 

 The mandatory implementation of the e-way bill system from February 1 for all inter-
State movement of non-exempted goods will help boost compliance under the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) regime. 

 As per Official Notification- 11/2018 dated 2nd February 2018: Mandatory 
Implementation of eWay Bill is now cancelled from 1st February 2018. eWay Bill generation 
is optional until further notification this regard. 

 EWay Bill is an electronic way bill for movement of goods which can be generated on 
the eWay Bill Portal. Transport of goods of more than Rs. 50, 000 (Single 
Invoice/bill/delivery challan) in value in a vehicle cannot be made by a registered person 
without an eway bill. 

 Alternatively, Eway bill can also be generated or cancelled through SMS, Android App and 
by Site-to-Site Integration(through API).When an eway bill is generated a unique eway bill 
number (EBN) is allocated and is available to the supplier, recipient, and the transporter. 

TCS has received the Top Employers Global certification 

 Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has been recognized as one of world’s best 
employers by the Top Employer Institute for the third consecutive year. 

 TCS has been selected among 1, 300 companies in 113 countries all over the world. It 
has been recognized by Top Employer Institute for its excellent employee offerings. 

 The Top Employer rankings are done based on nine factors: talent strategy, workforce 
planning, on-boarding, learning & development, performance management, leadership 
development, career & succession management, compensation & benefits and company 
culture 

TCS overtakes Reliance Industries as most valued firm again 
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 With a market valuation of over Rs 6.11 trillion, the software major Tata Consultancy 
Services on Monday surpassed Reliance Industries (RIL) to become the country's most 
valued firm in terms of market capitalization 

India's richest 1% corner 73% of wealth generation: Survey 

 The richest 1 per cent in India cornered 73 per cent of the wealth generated in the country 
last year, a new survey by Oxfam showed 

 Oxfam is a confederation of 20 independent charitable organizations around the 
world that use the name Oxfam and are led by Oxfam International. Winnie Byanyima 
has been the executive director of Oxfam International since 2013. Oxfam International is 
based in England at Oxfam House, John Smith Drive, Oxford. 

 Focusing on the alleviation of global poverty, Oxfam was founded in 1942 at 17 Broad 
Street, Oxford, as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief by a group of Quakers, 
social activists, and Oxford academics 

ONGC to acquire govt stake in HPCL for Rs 36, 915 cr 

 State-owned ONGC will acquire the government’s entire 51.11 per cent stake in HPCL for 
Rs 36, 915 crore.  

WEF Ranks India 62nd on Inclusive Development Index, Behind China, Pakistan 

  

 India was ranked at the 62nd place among emerging economies on an Inclusive 
Development Index, much below China’s 26th position and Pakistan’s 47th. 

 Norway remains the world’s most inclusive advanced economy, while Lithuania again 
tops the list of emerging economies, the World Economic Forum (WEF) said. 

 The index takes into account the “living standards, environmental sustainability and 
protection of future generations from further indebtedness”. 

 The 2018 index, which measures progress of 103 economies on three individual pillars – 
growth and development; inclusion and inter-generational equity – has been divided into 
two parts. The first part covers 29 advanced economies and the second 74 emerging 
economies. 

 Among advanced economies, Norway is followed by Ireland, Luxembourg, Switzerland 
and Denmark in the top five. 

 The top-five most inclusive emerging economies are Lithuania, Hungary, Azerbaijan, 
Latvia and Poland. 
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WEF to set up C4IR in Mumbai in partnership with RIL 

 The World Economic Forum (WEF) in partnership with India’s most valued firm 
Reliance Industries (RIL) has agreed to set up a new Centre for Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (C4IR) in Mumbai to promotePrime Minister NarendraModi’s Digital India 
and Startup India programmes to promote young entrepreneurs. 

 This would be first (C4IR) opened outside Silicon Valley at San Francisco, which is already 
home to several of these exciting developments in the digital space including include 
Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning, Internet of Things (IoT). 

 The C4IR in India will operate as the Sister Centre to the World Economic Forum Centre 
for the Fourth Industrial Revolution in San Francisco. 

India INX lists IRFC’s green bonds—1st debt security at IFSC 

  

 BSE’s India International Exchange (India INX)listed Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation’s (IRFC) green bonds on its debt listing platform—the global securities 
market. 

 With this, IRFC green bonds have become the first debt security to be listed on an 
exchange at International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in Gujarat’s GIFT city. 

 To have a platform to tap global investors by issuing bonds in any currency is the first of its 
kind in India and India INX as India’s first international exchange at IFSC Gift city, 
Gandhinagar has yet again been a pioneer in this.  

India’s first-ever FDI in fertiliser sector: Yara completes acquisition of Tata 
Chemicals urea plant 

 Norwegian fertiliser giant Yara International announced the completion of its 
acquisition of Tata Chemicals Ltd’s 1.2 million tonnes per annum production capacity 
urea plant at Babrala in Uttar Pradesh. 

 The Rs 2, 682-crore deal includes the transfer of all assets and liabilities (working 
capital) relating to the Babrala unit, while marking the first foreign direct investment in 
India’s highly regulated urea sector 

Country’s First Agri-commodity Options Contract 

 The Union Finance Minister, ShriArunJaitley launched the country’s First Agri-commodity 
Options Contracts in Guar Seed. 

 NCDEX Agri-options are an important tool which will contribute to the Prime Minister’s 
vision of doubling the farmers’ incomes by 2022. 



 
60 

 
 

 
  www.clatpossible.com 

  A Team Satyam Offering 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

 Guar seed is a major contributor to revenue generation, hence making it a suitable 
commodity to start with for Options. 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank plans to issue first USD bonds this year 

 China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), in which India is a second 
largest shareholder, plans to issue its first US dollar-denominated bond with minimum 
worth of a USD billion by June this year. 

 With 84 members so far, the AIIB was officially established in December 2015 and 
opened for business in January 2016. 

 The Beijing-based AIIB is a multilateral development bank initiated by China 

 China is the largest shareholder with 26.06 per cent voting shares in the bank. India is the 
second largest shareholder with 7.5 per cent followed by Russia 5.93 per cent 

IDFC Bank, Capital First announce merger 

 IDFC Bank and Capital First announced merger between the two to form a combined 
entity with assets under management of Rs 88, 000 crore, branch network of 194 and 
customer base of over 5 million.  

 As per the agreement, IDFC Bank will issue 139 shares for every 10 shares of Capital First. 

 V Vaidyanathan, currently Chairman and MD of Capital First, will succeed Rajiv Lall as 
MD and CEO of the combined entity upon completion of the merger and necessary 
regulatory approvals 

BPCL joined hands with OUAT 

 Oil marketing company Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) and Odisha 
University of Agriculture and Technology have joined hands to develop, establish and 
promote rice straw-based bio-fuel production in the State. 

 BPCL has chosen OUAT as its technology partner for effective utilisation of rice straw for 
bio-fuel production. Financial support of Rs. 5 crore has been extended for the purpose. 

Digmine in South Korea 

 A new cryptocurrency-mining bot, named “Digmine”, that was first observed in South 
Korea, is spreading fast through Facebook Messenger across the world. 

 After South Korea, it has since spread to Vietnam, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, the Philippines, 
Thailand and Venezuela. It is likely to reach other countries soon, given the way it 
propagates 

L. B. Singhal Committee 

 The committee, under the chairmanship of L.B. Singhal constituted by the Department of 
Commerce — to make recommendations for aligning the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) 
Rules with the Goods and Services Tax (GST) laws. 

First Sharia-compliant co-op bank in Kerala. 

 The ‘Halal Fayidah’ bank in Kerela aims to attract devout Muslims who are out of the 
conventional banking system as giving and charging interest is against Islamic law. 
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 An interest-free cooperative bank modelled on the lines of the Islamic banking system – 
possibly the first of its kind in India – was launched in Kerala. 

 Islamic banking is a system that complies with the Shariat or Islamic law. Under the tenets 
of the Shariat, charging or offering interest is looked at as an excess (or Riba). 

 The bank, in Kerala’s Kannur district, hopes to attract investments from devout Muslims 
who had kept away from the formal interest-based banking system as it went against their 
religious laws. 

 The Islamic banking system also prohibits investment in any business that is deemed 
haraam, such as activities related to pork, alcohol or gambling.  

 The cooperative bank will thus only invest in ventures that are permissible under Islamic 
law. 

 The cooperative institution has been named Halal Fayidah, meaning profit made from 
permissible businesses. 

 The profit accruing from the investments will be shared between the shareholders and 
customers of the bank. Once the bank starts making profits in a few years, it will offer 
interest-free loans 

ONGC Videsh acquires 10% stake in UAE offshore oilfield for $600 million 

 ONGC Videsh Ltd and its partners have acquired a 10 per cent stake in a large offshore 
oilfield in Abu Dhabi for $600 million, the first time any Indian company has set foot in 
the oil-rich United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

 The contract for the oilfield in Lower Zakum Concession, as part of India's efforts to 
ensure the country's energy security, was signed in Abu Dhabi. 

Only 5 states account for 70% of exports, Economic Survey shows 
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 Survey points out for the first time in India's history that five States Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Telangana account for a whopping 70 % of India's 
exports. 

 According to the Economic Survey 2017-18, Maharashtra’s status as one of the largest 
states in terms of its economic size and prosperity gives it the largest share in India’s 
exports and the goods and service tax (GST) base. 

PNB uncovers Rs 11, 300-cr fraud at Mumbai branch: Finance ministry official says 
fraud case not ‘out of control’ 

 On February 5, the CBI booked billionaire diamond merchant NiravModi, his wife, 
brother, and a business partner for allegedly cheating Punjab National Bank. 

 The CBI has acted on a complaint from the PNB, which alleged that Modi, his brother Nishal, 
wife Ami and MehulChinubhaiChoksi were in conspiracy with officials of the bank and 
cheated it. 

Assam government signs MOU with Ola 

 The Assam government and Ola, one of the world's largest and India's leading ride-
sharing companies, signed anMoU to pilot an app-based river taxi service here. 

 The river taxis will be a machine-operated boat, which is faster and safer than the 
conventional ones. Ola will pilot high-speed taxis on the LachitGhat, Machkhowa to 
North Guwahati route, bringing the commute time down 2 to 5 minutes from 45 minutes 
by road. The fast pace of these boats-cum-taxis will not only reduce the travel time, but will 
also provide a more comfortable journey for its commuters. 

Zippserv has launched – ‘PricePoint’ 

 Zippserv has launched – ‘PricePoint’, a platform for transparent pricing in real estate. 

 PricePoint enables users in Bengaluru to access the latest registered sale transactions on 
nearly 1600 highly searched for apartment projects. 

 PricePoint is said to be India’s first transparent platform for pricing in real estate. 

 PricePoint uses Google map service.  

Miscellaneous (ECONOMY) 

 The RBI said that for accounts where a bank’s exposure exceeds ₹2, 000 crore, 
a resolution plan must be implemented within 180 days from the date of first 
default, and in case a resolution is not implemented, lenders should file an 
insolvency petition within 15 days of the expiry of the 180 days. 

 India, for the first time beyond Bhutan and Nepal, will invest in a foreign 
country — Iran — through its own national currency Rupee to bypass any 
trouble arising out of impending US sanctions. India has decided to invest in its 
national currency in Iran, which will be first of its kind, beyond Nepal and Bhutan, 
persons familiar with the matter said. The Indian investments in Rupees will 
get converted into Iranian Rial through banking mechanism allowing 
investments from here, including in the Chabahar Port complex. India which 
has started operating Chabahar Port on Iran’s east coast as a way to gain access 
to Afghanistan is assisting to expand port complex that will be Delhi’s gateway 
to Central Asia and beyond. 
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 Prime Minister NarendraModi inaugurated the country's largest container 
terminal at Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) in Mumbai, which will raise 
the cargo handling capacity of the nation's largest container port by 50 per 
cent. 

 Maharashtra has become the first state in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive fintech policy that aims to foster an environment for fintech 
startups. The state government hasprovidedRs 200 crore in financial assistance 
for this. The Maharashtra FinTech Policy 2018 was approved in a Cabinet 
meeting. 

 The proposed long-term capital gains (LTCG) taxon equity holdings will 
apply on profits made from sale of shares on or after April 1, 2018. The new 
tax regime will be applicable to transfer made on or after April 1, 2018 (and) 
the transfer made between February 1, 2018, and March 31, 2018, will be eligible 
for exemption under clause (38) of section 10 of the Act. 

 The Reserve Bank of India announced several measures for micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) and allowed banks and finance companies to 
give these units 180 days to clear their dues. 
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SCIENCE 

NASA's Flying Observatory SOFIA to Explore Magnetic Universe and Beyond 

  

 NASA’s Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy, SOFIA, is preparing for its 
2018 observing campaign, which will include observations of celestial magnetic fields, 
star-forming regions, comets, Saturn’s giant moon Titan and more. 

 This will be the fourth year of full operations for SOFIA, with observations planned 
between February 2018 and January 2019.  

 Research flights will be conducted primarily from SOFIA’s home base at NASA’s Armstrong 
Flight Research Center. Highlights from these observations include: 

 The observatory’s newest instrument is the High-resolution Airborne Wideband 
Camera-Plus, called HAWC+. 

 These investigations will help researchers understand how magnetic fields affect the 
rate at which interstellar clouds condense to form new stars. 
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 The instrument will be used to understand the impact magnetic fields have on stars 
forming inside a dark cloud, a stellar nursery filled with dust and molecules, called 
L1448. 

 The HAWC+ instrument will also be used in a joint research program with the Atacama 
Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array to trace magnetic fields to better 
understand how planets form. 

 Another program using the HAWC+ instrument will help astronomers better 
understand how energetic, active black holes contribute to the most luminous, 
distant galaxies. These observations will help them learn whether the luminosity of 
these active black holes is driven by star formation or accretion of material onto the 
central black hole. 

Russia launches telecoms satellite for Angola 

  

 Russia has launched a rocket carrying Angosat-1, the first national telecoms satellite 
for Angola, from its Baikonur space pad, with rare use of a rocket from Ukraine despite 
collapsed ties between the two nations. 

 The Angolan satellite or Angosat-1 was designed to be the first national 
communications spacecraft for the African country of Angola. In part thanks to 
extensive political, economic and military ties between Russia and Angola dating back to the 
Soviet period, the Russian firm RKK Energia won the contract for the development of 
the Angosat-1 satellite 

 Russia has lost contact with Angola’s first national telecoms satellite, Angosat-1, 
launched from the Baikonur space pad. 

 Energia, Russia’s top spacecraft maker that produced the satellite for Angola, said it had 
reached orbit and established communication according to plan but “after a while it had 
stopped sending telemetry” data. 
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Israeli pride: Technion to launch first autonomous nanosatellite formation into space 
in 2018 

  

 Technion and the Israel Space Agency announced that in late 2018, a group of three 
nanosatellites, which will fly in controlled formation, will be launched for the first 
time into space.  

 The satellite formation will be launched by the Dutch company Innovative Solutions In 
Space, which specializes in launching nanosatellites on the Indian PSLV (Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle). 

 It is being done under the Adelis-SAMSON Project.The goal of the project is to prove that a 
group of satellites can fly in a controlled formation for one year while orbiting at an altitude 
of about 600 kilometers. 

SpaceX launches secretive Zuma mission 

  

 SpaceXblasted off a secretive U.S. government payload known as Zuma, a mission 
whose nature — and the agency behind it — remains a mystery. 
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 Falcon 9 rocket launched under cover of darkness from Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

 SpaceX has launched national security payloads in the past, including a spy satellite for 
the National Reconnaissance Office, and an X-37B space plane for the U.S. Air Force. 

Largest volcanic eruption in the ocean uncovered in New Zealand 

  

 Named as Havre, the deep ocean volcanic eruption was first discovered in 2002. 

 World’s largest deep ocean volcanic eruption happened in New Zealand. 

 A solidified volcanic rockknown as pumice raft – 400 square kilometres in size – found 
floating in the ocean near New Zealand in 2012 showed that underwater eruption had 
occurred. 

 Havre is a cornerstone eruptive eventbecause for the first time we are able to 
constrain exactly what happened, where it happened, at what depth, how much and how 
fast it erupted. 

Citizen scientists discover five tightly packed exoplanets 
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 Five new planets have been discovered outside our solar system, all orbiting a sun-like 
star located within the constellation Aquarius, nearly 620 light years from Earth, using 
data from NASA’s Kepler space telescope. 

 The alien worlds are considered super-Earths, sizing in at two to three times larger than our 
own blue planet. 

 The discovery is through a project called Exoplanet Explorers, which part of the 
Zooniverse online platform. 

 All five exoplanets are likely scorchingly hot: Each planet comes incredibly close to its star, 
streaking around in just 13 days at most — a whirlwind of an orbit compared with Earth’s 
365-day year. 

Hubble Sees Neptune's Mysterious Shrinking Storm 

  

 Neptune’s storm is dying slowly. The dark vortex is behaving differently from what 
planet-watchers predicted. “It looks like we’re capturing the demise of this dark vortex, 
and it’s different from what well-known studies led us to expect 

 Three billion miles away on the farthest known major planet in our solar system, an 
ominous, dark storm – once big enough to stretch across the Atlantic Ocean from Boston to 
Portugal – is shrinking out of existence as seen in pictures of Neptune taken by NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope. 

 Immense dark storms on Neptune were first discovered in the late 1980s by NASA’s 
Voyager 2 spacecraft. Since then, only Hubble has had the sharpness in blue light to track 
these elusive features that have played a game of peek-a-boo over the years. Hubble found 
two dark storms that appeared in the mid-1990s and then vanished. This latest storm was 
first seen in 2015, but is now shrinking. 

 Like Jupiter’s Great Red Spot (GRS), the storm swirls in an anti-cyclonic direction and 
is dredging up material from deep inside the ice giant planet’s atmosphere. The elusive 
feature gives astronomers a unique opportunity to study Neptune’s deep winds, which 
can’t be directly measured. 
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Now, bacteria turn toxic metals into gold 

  

 A metal-gobbling bacteria manages to ingest toxic metallic compounds and still thrive, 
producing tiny gold nuggets as a side-effect, scientists have found.  

 The rod-shaped bacterium C. metallidurans primarily lives in soils that are enriched with 
numerous heavy metals. Over time some minerals break down in the soil and release 
toxic heavy metals and hydrogen into their environment. 

 C metallidurans plays a key role in the formation of so-called secondary gold, which emerges 
following the breakdown of primary, geologically created, ancient gold ores. 

India successfully test-fires nuclear capable Prithvi-II missile 

  

 India successfully test-fired its indigenously developed nuclear capable Prithvi-II missile 
as part of a user trial by the Army from a test range in Odisha. 

 It is a surface-to-surface missile, which has a strike range of 350 km. 

 The perfect test launch came after successful trial of Agni-5 on 18 January and Agni-1 
missile conducted from Abdul Kalam Island off Odisha coast. Prithvi-II is capable of 
carrying 500-1, 000 kilogram of warheads and is thrusted by liquid propulsion twin engines. 
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The state-of-the-art missile uses advanced inertial guidance system with manoeuvring 
trajectory to hit its target. 

 In salvo mode, on 21 November 2016, two missiles were successfully test fired in quick 
succession from the same base and the last trial was successful on 2 June 2017 from the 
same base. Inducted into the Armed forces of the country in 2003, the nine-metre-tall, 
single-stage liquid-fuelled Prithvi-II is the first missile to have been developed by the 
DRDO under the Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP). 

NASA Has Invented an Incredible New Space Navigation Technique 

  

 NASA has invented Station Explorer for X-ray Timing and Navigation Technology 
(SEXTANT), an autonomous space navigation, that could see human-made spacecraft 
heading into the far reaches of the Solar System, and even farther - by using pulsars as guide 
stars. 

 It uses X-ray technology to see millisecond pulsars, using them much like a GPS uses 
satellites. 

 Pulsars are highly magnetised, rapidly rotating neutron stars - the result of a massive star's 
core collapsing and subsequently exploding. 

INS Arihant 

 INS Arihant is India’s only operational ship submersible ballistic nuclear (SSBN) asset. 

 It will be armed with the K-15 Sagarika missiles with a range of 750 km. Later it will be 
armed with much longer range K-4 missiles (3, 500 km range) being developed by DRDO. 

 Arihant has been immobilised after ‘accident’ 10 months ago 

 It can stay undetected deep underwater for long periods and ranges far and wide. 

 INS Arihant and other nuclear launch platforms are operationally handled by the Strategic 
Forces Command. 

 It is India’s first indigenously built strategic nuclear submarine INS Arihant into service. 

 With this, India becomes sixth country to have a nuclear triad i.e. capable of delivering 
nuclear weapons by aircraft, ballistic missiles and submarine launched missiles. Other 
countries having nuclear triad are Russia, United States, United Kingdom, France and China. 
INS Arihant was formally commissioned by Navy Chief in 2016. 
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Mankidia Tribe 

 Mankidia is one of the 13 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) in Odisha. 

 They critically depends on making rope with sialifibre that’s richly available in Similipal 
Tiger Reserve (STR). 

 They were denied habitat rights inside the STR under Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006. 

 So they would now be deprived of the non-timber forest produce. 

Pratyush 

 India’s fastest supercomputer, Pratyush is an array of computers recently unveiled in 
India. 

 It can deliver a peak power of 6.8 petaflops. 

 Pratyush is also the fourth fastest supercomputer in the world dedicated for weather 
and climate research, and follows machines in Japan, USA and the United Kingdom 

 A key function of the machine’s computing power would be monsoon forecasting using a 
dynamical model. 

 With the new system, it would be possible to map regions in India at a resolution of 3 km 
and the globe at 12 km. 
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Warships Nirbhik, Nirghat decommissioned 

  

 Warships INS Nirbhik and INS Nirghat were decommissioned in Mumbai, after serving 
the Navy for 30 and 28 years respectively.  

 The warships were decommissioned at a solemn ceremony at the Naval Dockyard 

 The ceremony involved the traditional lowering of the ensign and commissioning pendants 
with the playing of ‘Last Post’. 

 The chief guest for the ceremony was Rear Admiral R B Pandit, Flag Officer 
Commanding Western Fleet, who had commanded INS Nirghat earlier 

 Cdr V R Naphade, (Retd) and Commodore S Mampully, (Retd), the commissioning 
Commanding Officers of Nirbhik and Nirghat respectively were the guests of honour. 

 The ships, belonging to the Killer squadron, are inheritors of a proud legacy as their 
original avatars were flag bearers of the naval offensive action on Karachi harbour during 
the India-Pakistan war in 1971. 

 The warships, in their new avatar, were commissioned at Poti, in the erstwhile USSR on 
December 21, 1987, and December 15, 1989, respectively. 

Elon Musk's Falcon Heavy rocket launches successfully 
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 US entrepreneur Elon Musk has launched his new rocket, the Falcon Heavy, from the 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 

 With this debut, the Falcon Heavy becomes the most capable launch vehicle available. 

 It is designed to deliver a maximum payload to low-Earth orbit of 64 tonnes - the equivalent 
of putting five London double-decker buses in space. 

 Such performance is slightly more than double that of the world's next most powerful 
rocket, the Delta IV Heavy - but at one third of the cost, says Mr Musk. 

 The Falcon Heavy is essentially three of SpaceX's workhorse Falcon 9 vehicles 
strapped together. 

DTU scientist leads discovery of almost 100 new exoplanets 

  

 An international team of scientists lead by a PhD student at DTU Space have just 
confirmed finding nearly 100 new exoplanets. 

 Based on data from NASA’s K2 mission, an international team of scientists have just 
confirmed nearly 100 new exoplanets, planets located outside our solar system. This 
brings the total number of new exoplanets found with the K2 mission up to almost 300. 
The new results are to be published in the Astronomical Journal. 
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 The Kepler spacecraft was launched by NASA in 2009 to hunt for exoplanets in a single 
patch of sky, but in 2013 a mechanical failure crippled the telescope. 

Russian Cargo Ship Launches on 2-Day Flight to Space Station 

 A Russian Soyuz rocket launched anunpiloted cargo ship toward the International 
Space Station, kicking off a two-day delivery mission to the orbiting laboratory.  

 Soyuz is a family of expendable launch systems developed by OKB-1 and manufactured 
by Progress Rocket Space Centre in Samara, Russia.  

 After the U.S. Space Shuttle program ended in 2011, Soyuz rockets became the only 
launch vehicle able to transport astronauts to the International Space Station.  

Neanderthals were first known artists on Earth: Study 

 It's not modern humans but Neanderthals who were the first known artists on Earth, 
say scientists who found evidence suggesting they may have had an artistic sense similar to 
modern humans. 

 Until now, cave art has been attributed entirely to modern humans, as claims to a 
possible Neanderthal origin have been hampered by imprecise dating techniques. 

 Using new technique called uranium-thorium dating, scientists found that paintings in 
three caves in Spain were created long ago. 

SARAS 

 On 21st February 2018, SARAS, indigenous light transport aircraft of India, 
successfully finished its second test flight. 

 This was the second out of the 20 test flights that was planned for SARAS PT1N before 
freezing the production version. 

 Saras is the first Indian multi-purpose civilian aircraft in the light transport aircraft. 

 SARAS was designed and developed by CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL). 

 CSIR-NAL is planning to get military and civil certification for SARAS-Mk 2. The 
improved version of CSIR-NAL would be a 19-seater aircraft.  

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is decided as the production agency for military 
version of SARAS. Production of civil version of SARAS will be handed to private 
industries. 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to launch India’s second space 
observatory, AstroSat-2 

 In a bid to further the study of astronomy (the study of celestial bodies) and 
astrophysics, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is planning to launch India’s 
second space observatory, AstroSat-2. India’s first space observatory. 

 AstroSat-1 was launched on September 28, 2015. It has been placed at an orbit of 650 
km altitude and has a life span of five years.  

 Having such observatory in outer space helps to observe distant planets, galaxies and other 
astronomical objects more clearly than from the Earth. Space observatories are not affected 
by problems of light pollution and distortion of electromagnetic radiation which affects 
ground-based observatories. 
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 Currently, only US, Japan, Russia, Europe and India have their own space 
observatories. 

 Astrosat is generally described as India’s version of the Hubble telescope that Nasa 
had put in space in 1990 

Arrow-3 advanced missile  

 Israel announced that is has successfully tested Arrow-3 advanced missile defence 
system.  

 Arrow-3 is an advanced missile defence system having the ability to defend against 
ballistic missile threats outside the atmosphere. Iron Dome, David’s Sling, and the 
Arrow-2 systems are a part of it. It has been developed by Israel Aerospace Industries and 
Boeing. It started operations in January 2017. 

 Arrow-3 is a part of Israel’s multi-layered system that is being developed to defend 
against short and mid-range rockets fired from Gaza Strip, Lebanon and long-range missiles 
from Iran. 

Indian Origin Professor Gets $600000 Grant To Develop Lupus Cure 

  

 An Indian-origin professor, Chandra Mohan and his two colleagues at the University of 
Houston have got a USD 600, 000 private grant for their path-breaking research to develop 
a new treatment for lupus. 

 Lupus is a complex autoimmune disease that is difficult to diagnose, treat and defeat. 
Only one treatment has been approved in nearly 60 years. 

 "Lupus nephritis (kidney disease) is one of the most serious complications of lupus.  

AGNI II MISSILE 

 India successfully test-fired medium range nuclear capable Agni-II Missile from Abdul 
Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. Agni-II missile is a surface-to-surface missile 

 Agni-II missile has a strike range of 2, 000km. It is an Intermediate Range Ballistic 
Missile (IRBM). It is capable of carrying a payload of 1, 000kg. 

 Agni-II missile is 20 metre long. It has a launch weight of 17 tonnes.  

 Agni-II has already been inducted into the services. It was launched as a training exercise. 
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Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) is planning to introduce carbon dioxide  

 Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) is planning to introduce carbon dioxide 
injection in its Gandhar field to recover an extra 20 million barrels of crude oil. 

 Injected gas reduces viscosity of residual oil, making it easier to displace the oil from the 
rock pores. Besides, injecting CO2 swells oil, thereby pushing it towards the producing well 
for extraction.  

 This technology has been successfully deployed in US and Canada. 

 ONGC’s CO2 injection project would be first such large scale project in Asia. This 
project would be executed under enhanced oil recovery (EOR) programme, which is 
aimed at recovering up to 20 percent of residual oil from such ageing fields.  

Dhanush 

  

 On February 23, 2018, Indian Navy successfully test-fired nuclear-capable surface-to-
surface ballistic missile ‘Dhanush’ from a naval warship positioned in the Bay of Bengal. 

 Dhanush is an indigenously developed naval version of the ‘Prithvi’ short-range 
ballistic missile (SRBM). 

 It is a single-stage, liquid-propelled missile, has already been inducted into the defence 
services. It is one of the five missiles developed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) under the Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP). 

 Dhanush Missile has strike range of up to 350 km and can hit land-based as well as 
sea-based targets. It can carry conventional or nuclear warhead up to 500 kg.  

 Dhanush Missile is about 8.53 metres in length and 0.9 metre in diameter. Its launch weight 
about 4.4 tonnes.  
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PRITHVI II 

 India successfully conducted a night trial of Prithvi-II, an indigenously developed 
nuclear capable missile, from a test range in Odisha. 

 Prithvi-II was test-fired from a mobile launcher from launch complex-3 of the 
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, as part of a user trial by the Indian Army. 

 Prithvi-II is a surface-to-surface missile with a strike range of 350 km. It has the ability 
to carry 500 to 1, 000 kg of warheads. It uses liquid propulsion twin engines.  

 The launch activities were carried out by the specially formed Strategic Force Command 
(SFC) of the Army. 

 It was monitored by the scientists of the Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) as part of training exercise. 

SpaceX launches first of its broadband internet satellites 

 US private flight company SpaceX launched its first two test satellites for its global 
broadband internet in space project. 

 Falcon 9 rocket blasted off from Space Launch Complex 4E at California's Vandenberg 
Air Force Base, carrying Spain's PAZ, a radar-imaging satellite, and two SpaceX test 
satellites for global broadband. 

MALACIDIN 

 While investigating thousands of soil samples, a team of US Scientists have discovered 
‘malacidin’, a new class of antibiotics capable of killing drug-resistant bacteria.  

 The ability of diseases to evolve and become immune to known treatments is referred to as 
antimicrobial resistance, which is one of the greatest threats to humanity. 

 The newly discovered malacidin works by interfering with a major building block that the 
bacteria use to build and repair their outer membrane, and thereby restricts its growth. 
However, malacidin has been found to be effective only against Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), a bacterium that causes infections in different parts of the 
body. 

Chandrayan 2 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has planned to launch Chandrayan-2 Mission 
around April 2018. 

 Chandrayaan-2 is India’s second mission to the moon. Chandrayaan-2’s payloads will be 
6 on Orbiter; 3 on Lander and 2 on Rover. 

 Chandrayaan-2 Mission consists of: Orbiter – orbit the Moon from 100 km lunar polar orbit; 
Lander – soft lands on a pre-determined site on lunar surface and Rover – rolls out of the 
land after landing 

Japan Launches Smallest Satellite Carrying Rocket Successfully 

 The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) launched the world's smallest rocket 
with the ability to put a micro-satellite into orbit, following a failed attempt and several 
postponements over the last year.  
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 The launch of the low-cost rocket -- with a height of 10 metres and 53 centimetres in 
diameter -- took place from the Uchinoura Space Centre in Kagoshima prefecture. 

 The rocket, an improved version of JAXA's SS-520, was carrying a micro-satellite weighing 
three kilograms and was developed by the University of Tokyo to capture images of the 
Earth's surface. 

 JAXA had launched the first of these rockets on January 2017, which fell into the sea after 
launch due to short-circuit caused by vibrations during take-off. 

ISRO sets up Village Resource Centres for rural development 

  

 To demonstrate the potential of satellite technology for rural development, ISRO has 
established 473 Village Resource Centres (VRCs) across India 

 In order to demonstrate the potential of satellite technology for development of rural 
areas, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has established 473 Village 
Resource Centres (VRCs) on a pilot scale. 

Mysterious marine ecosystem hidden beneath Antarctic for 120, 000 years to be 
explored by scientists 
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 When the A68 iceberg broke away from the Larsen Ice Shelf in July 2017, it exposed a 
6000 square kilometre sized patch of sea bedthat has never been explored before 
British Antarctic Survey. 

 A team of scientists is setting off to Antarctica to explore a region that has been covered by 
ice for thousands of years. 

 DrKatrinLinse, a marine biologist at the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) who is leading 
the mission 

China launches electromagnetic satellite to study earthquake precursors 

 China launches its first seismo-electromagnetic satellite, known as Zhangheng 1 in 
Chinese, into a sun-synchronous orbit from Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center, in northwest 
China's Gobi Desert, Feb. 2, 2018.  

 The satellite was launched to study seismic precursors, which might help establish a 
ground-space earthquake monitoring and forecasting network in the future. 

China to launch 60 Jilin-1 video satellites by 2020 

 China plans to launch 60 Jilin-1 video satellites by 2020, the satellite developer said at the 
ongoing legislative session of northeast China's Jilin Province. 

 Currently, China has launched 10 Jilin-1 satellites into space.In October 2015, four Jilin-1 
commercial satellites were sent into space. In January 2017, Jilin-1 Video 03 was launched, 
and Jilin-1 Video 04, 05 and 06 were put into predetermined orbits in November last year. 

 In January 2018, Jilin-1 Video 07 and 08 were also launched into a preset orbit to provide 
remote sensing data and products for government and industry users in conjunction with 
eight satellites. 

Russia Launches 11 Space Satellites 'without Glitch' 

  

 Russia successfully launched 11 satellites from its Vostochnycosmodrome, in the third 
rocket liftoff from the new spaceport 

 The Soyuz rocket carried two Russian Earth monitoring satellites as its primary 
payload and nine US and German piggyback satellites 

 The country's first orbital launch of 2018 came after a similar liftoff from the 
cosmodrome in eastern Russia that ended in embarrassment 
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Rare 200 million-year-old ichthyosaur species discovered 

  

Mihir 

 Mihir (meaning ‘Sun’), a High Performance Computer (HPC) System has been installed at 
the National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF) at Noida. 

 This HPC facility will be India’s largest HPC facility in terms of peak capacity and 
performance. 

 The new HPC facility is expected to weather forecasts for predicting extreme weather 
events, High resolution seasonal/extended range forecasts of active/break spells of 
etc.  

INS Karanj 

  

 The Indian Navy has launched the third Scorpene class submarine Karanj. 

 It has been constructed by shipbuilder Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) with collaboration of 
French shipbuilding major Naval Group (formerly DCNS) under ambitious Project 75 of the 
Indian Navy. 
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 INS Karanjhas been named after older submarine as per Indian naval tradition that 
was in operation from 1969 to 2003. It served country for 34 years and was also part of 
operations in 1971. 

 The submarine will undergo rigorous tests for the next one year before it is commissioned. 

 The first of the six scorpenes under Project 75, INSKalvari was commissioned in December 
2017 and second, INS Khanderi is undergoing sea trials. Remaining 4 submarines will be 
inducted gradually by 2020. 

IISc scientists identify potential early biomarker for Alzheimer's 

 Scientists at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc)'s Centre for Neuroscience and Centre for 
Brain Research claimed to have identified a key protein in the brain that can help pre-
empt Alzheimer's disease even before short-term memory loss sets in. 

 The identified protein in the brain is broken down early in Alzheimer's disease, affecting 
communication between nerve cells that is important for memory formation. 

 The protein, called F-actin (fibrillar actin, a polymer of the protein G-actin), is 
responsible for maintaining the shape of mushroom-shaped projections called dendritic 
spines on the surface of a nerve cell. These spines protrude into synapses, the junctions 
between nerve cells, and act as docking spots for other neurons to connect and transmit 
signals. Researchers found for the first time that F-actin is broken down very early on in 
Alzheimer's disease, affecting the shape and number of spines, which in turn disrupts 
synaptic communication and leads to memory deficits. 

Nilgiri Marten 

 It is a vulnerable and little known carnivorous animal which is endemic to the Western 
Ghats. 

 Nilgiri Marten looks like a civet or a mongoose and it most prefers higher altitudes. 

  

First India-designed vaccine passes WHO test 

 For the first time, the Rotavac vaccine, developed by the Hyderabad-basedBharat 
Biotech Limited in India has been “pre-qualified” by the World Health Organisation. 

 The Rotavac vaccine, developed by the Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech Limited last year, 
was included in India’s national immunisationprogramme. 
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 To be “pre-qualified” means that the vaccine can be sold internationally to several countries 
in Africa and South America. 

 The Rotavac vaccine protects against childhood diarrhoea caused by the rotavirus and 
was built on strain of the virus isolated at the the All India Institute of Medical Sciences here 
over 30 years ago. 

China launches new guided-missile frigate 'Wuhai' 

 China has launched a new guided- missile frigate called 'Wuhai', which has stronger anti- 
submarine capabilities. 

 The Wuhai is the latest member of the Type 056 corvettes family, which is the Chinese PLA 
(People's Liberation Army) Navy's main fleet for offshore defense. 

 The main duties of the Wuhai, will include patrolling, guarding, escorting missions, and 
working with other naval forces to strike enemy ships. It is also capable of engaging in anti-
submarine warfare and other comprehensive maritime warfare, the report said. 

 The new version of Type 056 ships, including the Wuhai, are more equipped with anti-
submarine weapons, and while these ships do not have shipboard hangars, they can 
accommodate anti-submarine helicopters, Song noted. 

India successfully test-fires Advanced Air Defence supersonic interceptor missile 

  

 India successfully test-fired its indigenouslydeveloped Advanced Air Defence (AAD) 
supersonic interceptor missile, capable of destroying any incoming ballistic missile in low 
altitude. 

 This was the third supersonic interceptor test carried out in December, 2017 in which an 
incoming ballistic missile target was successfully intercepted, within 30km altitude of 
the earth’s atmosphere by an interceptor. 

 The earlier two tests were conducted on 1 March and 11 February 2017, as part of efforts to 
have a full-fledged multi-layer Ballistic Missile Defence system. 

 The target missile—a Prithvi missile—was launched from launch complex 3 of the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipurnear here. 
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 After getting signals by tracking radars, the interceptor AAD missile, positioned at Abdul 
Kalam Island—previously known as Wheeler Island—in the Bay of Bengal, roared 
through its trajectory to destroy the hostile target missile in mid-air in an endo-
atmospheric altitude. 

 The interceptor is a 7.5-meter long single stage solid rocket propelled guided missile 
equipped with a navigation system, a hi-tech computer and an electro-mechanical activator. 

ISRO to launch 31 satellites in a single mission onboard PSLV 

  

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) successfully launched a Cartosat-2 
series weather observation satellite, along with 30 other spacecraft, using its Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C40), which lifted off from the SatishDhawan Space 
Centre (SDSC) at Sriharikota 

 The mission was the first Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) mission after the 
unsuccessful launch of navigation satellite IRNSS-1H in August. On August 31, India’s 
mission to launch its backup navigation satellite IRNSS-1H on board PSLV-C39 ended in 
a failure after a technical fault on the final leg following a perfect launch. 

 The mission’s main payload would be India’s Cartosat-2 series earth observation 
satellite. The 320-tonne rocket would eject the satellites one-by-one and deploy them into 
the earth's lower orbit 17 minutes and 18 seconds after the lift-off. 

 PSLV-C40 will launch from the spaceport in Andhra Pradesh’s Sriharikota, about 100 
kms from Chennai. 

 Of the 31 satellites, three are Indian and the rest are from Canada, Finland, France, 
South Korea, UK and the US. The mission would be a combination of 28 nano satellites 
from foreign countries, including Finland and the US, one micro and nano satellite from 
India along with one Cartosat satellite. 

 Cartosat-2 series satellite launch is a follow-on mission with the primary objective of 
providing high resolution scene specific spot imageries. 

 It carries Panchromatic and Multi-spectral cameras operating in Time Delay Integration 
mode and is capable of delivering high resolution data. 

 This would be the third satellite in the Cartosat-2 series. 
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India's first civil plane Saras takes to the skies after nearly a decade 

  

 A prototype ofSaras, the country's first indigenously developed civil aeroplane, flew for 
the first time in nearly a decade, kindling hope of revival of the civil aircraft programme. 

 The Saras (PT-1N), an upgraded version of the first prototype, took to the skies here for 
about 40 minutes. 

 The 14-seater civil aircraft, named after the Indian crane, was conceived in the 1990s as a 
joint project of India and Russia. 

Japan launches new observation satellite 

 Japan's Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) has successfully launched a new Earth 
observation satellite, equipped with X-band radar capable of obtaining high-resolution 
terrain images. 

 The Advanced Satellite with New System Architecture for Observation (ASNARO-2) 
was launched aboard a third-generation Epsilon rocket at 0606 local time from the 
Uchinoura Space Centre, in the southwestern prefecture of Kagoshima, Japan, according to 
JAXA's statement. 

 ASNARO-2, developed by Japanese tech firm NEC, will perform Earth-observation tasks for 
five years from its orbit at an altitude of about 500 kilometres and can deliver all 
weather radar imagery at a 1 metre resolution on the ground. 

 This was the first launch of a JAXA Epsilon rocket ordered by a private company, a 
successful concept which the Japanese Aerospace agency hopes will boost this type of order. 

India Successfully Test-Fires Short Range Nuclear Capable Ballistic Missile Agni-I  
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 India successfully test-fired its short-range nuclear capable ballistic missile Agni-I with 
a strike range of over 700 km. The missile test was done from a test range off the Odisha 
coast. 

 It is indigenously developed surface-to-surface missile. 

 Weighing around 12 tonnes, the 15-metre-long Agni-I can carry payloads up to 1, 000 
kg and is capable of hitting a target beyond 700 km. The missile is also capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads. 

 The Agni-I was developed by the Advanced Systems Laboratory or ASL in collaboration with 
the Defence Research Development Laboratory (DRDL) and the Research Centre Imarat 
(RCI). The missile was integrated by the Bharat Dynamics Limited, Hyderabad. 

China developing spy plane to operate from aircraft carrier  

 China is developing a new surveillance planedesigned to be launched from its aircraft 
carrier and fitted with a radar system to spot enemy stealth jets. 

 China was building its first carrier-borne early-warning plane (AWCS) called the KJ-
600. 

 The announcement comes as the United States has deployed F-35 stealth jets to bases in 
Japan and other parts of the Asia-Pacific over the last year, challenging China's air defences 
in the region 

NASA's GOLD mission continues despite launch anomaly 

 Commercial aerospace company Arianespace which launched the SES-14 satellite carrying 
NASA's GOLD mission confirmed that despite an anomaly during the mission's ride into 
orbit, the probe is continuing. 

 The aim of the Global-scale Observations of the Limb and Disk, or GOLD, mission is to 
study the dynamic region where space and Earth's uppermost atmosphere meet. 

 "The launcher's liftoff took place on January 25, 2018, at 5:20 p.m. EST. 

NASA’s small nuclear reactor ‘Kilopower’ to power a habitat on Mars 

  

 To provide safe and plentiful energy for future robotic and human missions for Mars and 
beyond, NASA is conducting experiments on Kilopower – a small nuclear reactor that 
can generate a reliable power supply.  
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World's biggest flooded cave found in Mexico, explorers say 

  

 A group of divers has connected two underwater caverns in eastern Mexico to reveal 
what is believed to be the biggest flooded cave on the planet, a discovery that could help 
shed new light on the ancient Maya civilization. 

Maiden Flight of Hawk-i with Indigenous RTOS Developed by HAL 

  

 With its increased thrust towards technology development, Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited, has achieved a milestone with the first flight of Hawk-i with indigenous Real 
Time Operating System (RTOS) developed by it. 

 It is the first indigenous RTOS that has been developed in the country from scratch.  

 The RTOS is the system software which provides a standard run-time environment for real-
time applications execution in a safe and reliable manner. “The RTOS is a key technology for 
concurrent execution of multiple applications and optimal use of hardware resources which 
is of paramount importance for increased complexity of modern avionics software 

SpaceX poised to launch 'world's most powerful rocket' 

 SpaceX is poised for the first test launch of its Falcon Heavy, which aims to become the 
world’s most powerful rocket in operation, capable of reaching the Moon or Mars 
some day. 
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 The Falcon Heavy is essentially three Falcon 9 rockets in one, with a total of 27 Merlin 
engines. 

World’s largest amphibious aircraft 

 China’s home-grown AG600, the world’s largest amphibious aircraft in production, 
took to the skies. 

 The plane, codenamed ‘Kunlong’, according to state news agency Xinhua, took off 
from the southern city of Zhuhai 

 Its 4, 500-km operational range and ability to land and take off from water makes it well-
suited for deployment over China's artificial islands 

 Earlier this year, it launched its first domestically built aircraft carrier, the Type 001A. This 
complemented the Liaoning, a second-hand Soviet carrier commissioned in 2012 after 
extensive refits. 

 The aircraft can fly to the southernmost edge of China’s territorial claims — the James 
Shoal — in just four hours from the southern city of Sanya 

Superionic water ice’: Scientists create strange new form of matter that may be found 
inside Uranus and Neptune 

 Experiments support 'mind-boggling' idea that 'superionic water ice' is present at 
extremely high temperatures in distant planets. 

 Scientists have created a “strange” new form of water that behaves like a cross between a 
liquid and a solid. 

 The substance, known as “superionic water ice”, is thought to be a key component in the 
structure of distant planets in our solar system. 

 The scientists used a technique called “laser-driven shock compression” to not only confirm 
the existence of the substance, but also verify predictions about the composition of 
planets like Neptune and Uranus.  

New spider species named after Harry Potter, GoT characters 
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 The Lord of the Rings, The Silmarillion, H P Lovecraft's The Call of Cthulhu and the 
children's favourite Charlotte's Web and Little Miss Spider also inspired the names of 
small cave-dwelling six-eyed spiders inhabiting northern Brazil. 

 The new species, discovered by scientists from InstitutoButantan, Sao Paulo, all belong to 
the same Neotropical genus Ochyrocera. 

 While all seven previously unknown species prefer staying in the shadows underground, 
none of them has the adaptations characteristic for exclusively cave-dwelling organisms, 
such as loss of pigmentation and reduced or missing eyes. 

 They are classified as edaphic troglophile species, which means that they are capable of 
completing their life cycle away from sunlight, but are not bound to the deepest recesses. 
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SPORTS 

Parupalli Kashyap wins Austrian Open 

  

 Reigning Commonwealth Games champion Parupalli Kashyap overcame Malaysia's June 
Wei Cheam in straight games in the men's singles final to clinch the Austrian Open 
International Challenge, his first international title in over three years. 

Christian Coleman 

 Christian Coleman of US broke the 20 year old world record in 60 metre sprint with 6.34 
seconds timing, at the US Indoor National Championships in Albuquerque.  

 Christian Coleman has broken American Maurice Greene’s record of 6.39 seconds, made 
in Madrid in 1998.  

 Christian Coleman will lead the American team to IAAF world indoor championships in 
Birmingham, England, that will be conducted next month. 

Gold Rush For Indian Boxers At Serbian Youth And Junior Tourney 

  

 Indian boxers dominated the seventh Nation's Cup tournament for junior and youth 
women, claiming 11 gold medals in all and both the team championship trophies in 
Sombor, Serbia. The junior team won 13 medals -- nine gold, two silver and two bronze 
medals --, while the youth team clinched four medals -- three gold and one bronze. 
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Rashid Khan Set to Become Youngest Captain in International Cricket 

  

 At 19 years of age, highly-rated Afghanistan leg-spinner Rashid Khan is set to become the 
youngest captain in the history of international cricket. 

 The World's No.1 ODI and Twenty20 International bowler, Rashid will lead Afghanistan 
after regular skipper Asghar Stanikzai was diagnosed with appendicitis.  

 Rashid became the youngest player to be ranked No.1 in the ICC's Player Rankings 
across formats. 

Saina Nehwal bags silver medal at Indonesia Masters, goes down to Tai Tzu Ying 

  

 Indian ace shuttler Saina Nehwal lost in the final of the $350, 000 Indonesia Masters 
World Tour Super 500 after she was defeated by world No. 1 Tai Tzu Ying in straight 
games.  

 The Chinese Taipei beat Nehwal 21-9, 21-13 in just 27 minutes to become the first player 
from her country to win the Indonesia Masters title. 

 Nehwal was making her first appearance in the final of a tournament in over a year. Her last 
foray in the final of a tournament came back in January, 2017, when she won the Malaysian 
Masters Grand Prix Gold. 

Vinesh Phogat settles for silver at Asian Wrestling Championships 

 Vinesh Phogat won a silver medal at the Asian Wrestling Championships in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan. 

 Vinesh suffered a 2-3 defeat to China's Chun Lei in the summit clash of the women's 
50kg freestyle event. 
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Navjot Kaur becomes first Indian woman to win gold at Asian Wrestling 
Championships 

  

 Navjot Kaur produced a dominating performance in the final of the women’s 65 kg 
freestyle category to clinch the gold medal in what was a day to remember for Indian 
wrestling at the Asian Wrestling Championships in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

 Sakshi Malik won the bronze medal in the 62 kg category. 

 Navjot Kaur became the first Indian woman has stood at the top of the podium at the 
senior Asian Wrestling Championships. 

Virat Kohli 

  

 On 20th February 2018, ICC (International Cricket Council) announced that, Virat Kohli has 
become the first Indian to cross 900 points in the ICC ODI player rankings with 909 
points. Virat Kohli is only behind Sir Vivian Richards – 935 points (1985), Zaheer Abbas – 
931 points (1983), Greg Chappell – 921 points (1981), David Gower – 919 points (1983), 
Dean Jones – 918 points (1991) and Javed Miandad – 910 points (1987).Virat Kohli is the 
second batsman after South Africa’s AB de Villiers to cross the 900 point mark in both 
Tests and ODIs 

 Virat Kohli became first batsmen ever to score 500 runs in a bilateral series against 
South Africa cricket team.  

 Virat Kohli scored 100 out of 160 runs by running and only 60 from boundaries. In all, he 
ran 75 singles (75 runs), 11 doubles (22 runs) and one three (3 runs).    Kohli, only 
four other batsmen have run 100 or more runs in an ODI innings and none of them 
are Indians.  

 Virat Kohli became the first Indian captain to win an ODI series in South Africa. 
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 He has also become the fastest batsman to score 17000 international runs. 

Aruna Budda Reddy creates history by winning bronze at Gymnastics World Cup 

  

 Aruna Budda Reddy becomes the first Indian gymnast to win a medal at the Gymnastics 
World Cup in Melbourne. 

 Aruna Reddy finished behind gold medallist Tjasa Kysslef of Slovania and Australia’s 
Emily Whitehead, who bagged silver.  

 Meanwhile, Pranati Nayak, who was the other Indian competing at the tournament 
finished sixth with a score of 13.416. 

Shoaib Akhtar 

 Shoaib Akhtar has been named the advisor to the chairman on cricket affairs and the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) brand ambassador. Shoaib Akhtar is 42 years old.  

 He is a former Pakistan fast bowler. He made his cricket debut in 1997. He has played 46 
Tests, 163 ODIs and 15 T20 Internationals. He has taken 444 wickets throughout his career. 
He was the first bowler to cross the 100 mph mark. He retired from international 
cricket after the 2011 World Cup. 

Superhero-anime duo is Tokyo Olympics 2020 mascot 
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 Superhero-anime duo is Tokyo Olympics 2020 mascot. 2020 Summer Olympics, 
officially known as the Games of the XXXII Olympiad and commonly known as Tokyo 
2020, will be a major international multi-sport event due to be celebrated in the tradition of 
the Olympic Games as governed by the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 

 They will be the second Summer Games held in Tokyo, and the fourth overall Olympic 
Games held in Japan. 

 The Olympic mascot wears a chequered blue and white pattern, and is described to 
have a “strong sense of justice and is very athletic 

 Ryo Taniguchi, the designer of the characters which will serve as mascots for the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games and Paralympics Games 

Bhuvneshwar Kumar 

  

 Bhuvneshwar Kumar, a fast bowler, has become the first Indian bowler to take a five-
wicket haul in all three formats in international cricket.Bhuvneshwar Kumar made this 
record by taking his first T20I five-wicket haul at the first T20I against South Africa at 
the Wanderers Stadium, Johannesburg, on 18th February 2018.  

 India won the match by 28 runs. Bhuvneshwar Kumar was awarded the man-of-the-
match award. He has also become the second Indian to take a five-wicket haul in T20Is 
after Yuzvendra Chahal. 

Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo wins Globe Soccer Best Player award 

 Cristiano Ronaldo has won the Best Player of the Year accolade at the Globe Soccer 
Awards. 

 Real Madrid's Ronaldo retained the award, making it four wins overall, after helping his club 
defend the Champions League and win the Liga title. 

 The 32-year-old, who also won his fifth Ballon d'Or, the UEFA Best Player in Europe and 
FIFA's The Best Award in 2017 

 Real were named Club of the Year, with boss Zinedine Zidane collecting the Coach of 
the Year award. 

 La Liga was voted League of the Year, China coach Marcello Lippi was presented with the 
Coach Career Award and Roma legend Francesco Totti and ex-Barcelona captain Carles 
Puyol won the Player Career Award. 
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Jitu Rai erases Amanpreet’s record 

  

 Jitu Rai took the gold medal in the men’s 50m free pistol of the 61st National shooting 
championships at the shooting range 

 Jitu finished with a score of 233.0 points, which erased the existing National record of 226.9, 
set by Amanpreet earlier this year. 

Siddharth Singh wins Swedish Open Junior title 

  

 Young Indian shuttler Siddharth Pratap Singh secured his maiden international title, 
bagging the Swedish Open Junior International Series with a straight-game victory over 
Denmark's Mads Christophersen in the finals. 

Windies' Pollard becomes first cricketer to play 400 T20 matches 
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 Playing for the Adelaide Strikers  in the Australian Big Bash League, against Melbourne 
Renegades, West Indies' Kieron Pollard became the first cricketer to notch up 400 
Twenty20 matches in his career. 

 In 400 Twenty20 matches, Pollard has amassed 7830 runs to go with 243 wickets. His all-
round ability to go with a safe pair of hands makes him one of the sought-after T20 players 
around the world. 

Jhulan Goswami becomes first woman to pick 200 ODI wickets 

  

 India bowler Jhulan Goswami became the first woman to pick 200 ODI wickets. The 
right-handed bowler achieved the feat while playing her 166th match when she scalped 
the wicket of South Africa opener Laura Wolvaardt during the second encounter of the 
three-match ODI series at Kimberley. 

 The Indian leads the chart for the highest ever wicket-takers with 200 scalps while 
Australia’s Cathryn Fitzpatrick (180) and Lisa Sthalekar (146) follow her at number 
two and three respectively. At number four is West Indies Anisa Mohammed with 145 
wickets and at number five is India’s Neetu David with 141 dismissals.  

West Indies to host 2018 Women’s World T20 

  

 The 2018 edition of the Women’s World T20 will be hosted by Antigua and Barbuda, 
Guyana and St Lucia from November 9-24. 

http://www.sportstarlive.com/newstag/Adelaide_Strikers?utm=bodytag
http://www.sportstarlive.com/newstag/Big_Bash_League?utm=bodytag
http://www.sportstarlive.com/newstag/Kieron_Pollard?utm=bodytag
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Ind vs SA: With dramatic win in Wanderers, India ensure retaining ICC Test 
Championship mace 

  

 India's dramatic win over South Africa in the third and final Test here helped Virat Kohli 
and co to retain the ICC Test Championship mace and win an award of US$ 1 million. 

 The 63-run win at the Wanderers ensured that South Africa cannot move ahead of India in 
the ICC Test Team Rankings at the 3 April cut-off date, even if they go on to win all four 
Tests against Australia in March. India had arrived in South Africa on 124 points, with South 
Africa 13 points behind on 111 points. 

 Kohli will be presented with the mace, which is a symbol of excellence and a recognition of a 
side's outstanding performance in the purest format of the game, and a cheque of USD 
1million in a presentation ceremony, the details of which will be announced in due course. 

 Kohli had become the 10th captain since 2002 to get his hands on the mace when he 
had received it from Sunil Gavaskar following the Indore Test against New Zealand in 
2016. 

MS Dhoni first Indian wicketkeeper to effect 400 dismissals in ODIs 

 Former India captain MS Dhoni has become the fourth wicketkeeper to effect 400 
dismissals(315th Match) in the ODI cricket after Kumar Sangakkara, Adam Gilchrist and 
Mark Boucher.ormer Sri Lanka captain Sangakkara led the chart with 482 dismissals 
from 404 matches. 

 In September last year, Dhoni also became the first wicketkeeper in the history of ODI 
cricket to effect 100 stumpings, going past Sangakkara's mark of 99 during the fifth match 
against Sri Lanka at R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo. 

Winter Olympics: Japan's Yuzuru Hanyu wins historic figure skating gold 

 Japan's Yuzuru Hanyu became the first man since 1952 to defend a Winter Olympics 
single figure skating gold medal with victory in Pyeongchang. 

 American prodigy Nathan Chen saw his hopes of a medal disappear after a terrible short 
program set an Olympic record in Saturday's free skate.The 18-year-old became the first 
figure skater to land six quads to record 215.08 points, one of the highest scores ever seen in 
the sport. 
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Jithin Paul becomes first Indian athlete to be banned by NADA for possession of drug 

  

 The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA), for the first time in Indian sport, has banned 
an athlete, Jithin Paul, for the possession of an illegal drug. He was guilty of possessing 
meldonium, the drug that led imposing ban on the tennis star Maria Sharopova in 2016. 

Cheteshwar Pujara becomes first Indian to be dismissed run-out in both innings of a 
Test 

  

 Cheteshwar Pujara added an unwanted record to his name after becoming thefirst 
Indian player to be dismissed run-out in both innings of a Test match. 

 The last player to be dismissed run out in each innings of a Test was Stephen Fleming 
against Zimbabwe in Wellington in 2000. 

ICC AWARDS 

Men’s awards 

 Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year - Virat Kohli 
(India) 

 ICC Men’s Test Cricketer of the Year - Steve Smith (Australia). Incidentally, 
Smith had also won the coveted medal in 2015 and thus became only the fifth 
player to win it on more than one occasion.  
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 ICC Men’s ODI Cricketer of the Year - Virat Kohli (India) 

 ICC Men’s Emerging Cricketer of the Year - Hasan Ali (Pakistan) 

 ICC Men’s Associate Cricketer of the Year - Rashid Khan (Afghanistan) 

 ICC Men’s T20I Performance of the Year - Yuzvendra Chahal (6-25 v England 
for India) 

 David Shepherd Trophy for ICC Umpire of the Year – Marais Erasmus 

 ICC Spirit of Cricket - Anya Shrubsole (England) 

 ICC Fans Moment of the Year - Pakistan stun India to win the ICC Champions 
Trophy 2017 

 ICC Men’s Test Team of the Year 2017 (in batting order): Dean Elgar (South 
Africa) 

 ICC Men’s ODI Team of the Year 2017 (in batting order): David Warner 
(Australia) 

Women’s awards 

 Ellyse Perry has cemented her status as the leading women's cricketer in the 
world by winning the ICC Women's Cricketer of the Year award.She has also 
won the Belinda Clark Award for a second time, officially confirming her as 
Australia's best cricketer from the past 12 months.  

 ICC Women’s ODI Player of the Year: Amy Satterthwaite 

 ICC Women’s T20I Player of the Year: Beth Mooney 

 ICC Women’s Emerging Player of the Year: Beth Mooney 

Aanchal Thakur becomes first Indian to win an international medal in skiing 

  

 21-year old Aanchal Thakur created history by becoming the first Indian to win an 
international medal in skiing. 

 The Manali resident grabbed a Bronze medal in the slalom race category at Alpine Ejder 
3200 Cup organised by Skiing’s international governing body, Federation International 
de Ski (FIS) at the Palandoken Ski Centre, in Erzurum in Turkey. 
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Ice Hockey chief Harjinder Singh appointed Chef de Mission for Winter Olympics 

 The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) appointed Harjinder Singh as the Chef De 
Mission for the 23rd Winter Olympic Games held in Pyeongchang, South Korea. 

 Singh before this held the post of General Secretary in the Ice Hockey Association of 
India. 

Khelo India logo launched 

  

 Khelo India has twin objectives: mass participation and promotion of excellence in 
sports. 

 The Sports Minister launched the simple yet vibrant Khelo India logo at the Nehru 
Stadium. 

 Khelo India School Games will be staged from January 31. 

 “The three-stroke Khelo India logo was designed by Ogilvy India, and offers flexibility 
in adapting to numerous pictorial forms. 

 Haryana topped the overall medal in the Khelo India School Games that concluded in 
New Delhi. Overall, Haryana won 102 medals, with 26 silver and 38 bronze. Maharashtra 
(110) finished second overall while Delhi (94) came third.  

Advani-led India beat Pakistan to win Snooker Team World Cup 

 The Indian combine of Pankaj Advani and Manan Chandra staged a remarkable recovery 
to beat Pakistan in the final of the inaugural IBSF Snooker Team World Cup 

Meghalaya signs host city contract for 39th NationalGames 

 Meghalaya signed the Host City Contract with the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
for hosting the 39th National Games in 2022. 

 The tripartite contract was signed between the IOA, the Meghalaya State Olympic 
Association and the state government here. 

 Meghalaya had made the bid to host the 39th National Games after successfully co-hosting 
the South Asian Games last year,  

Para swimmer Karmakar suspended for 3 years on sexual harassment charges 

 Veteran para swimmer Prasanta Karmakar was slapped with a three-year suspension 
by the Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) for alleged harassing of female swimmers 
during the National Para Swimming Championship in Jaipur last year. 
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2017-18 Premier Badminton League 

  

 2017–18 Premier Badminton League (also known as Vodafone PBL for sponsorship 
reasons) was the fourth edition of Premier Badminton League. 

 It started on 23 December 2017 and concluded on 14 January 2018. 

 Hyderabad Hunters were crowned the champions after they beat Bengaluru Blasters 
4 - 3 in the final tie. 

Saudi Arabia hosted world chess games for the first time 

 Saudi Arabia’s top cleric, Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdulaziz Al Sheikh, said in early 2016 
that chess is “forbidden” in Islam because it wastes time and can lead to rivalry among 
players. 

 Saudi Arabia is hosting a world chess tournament for the first time nearly two years after 
the country’s top cleric issued a religious edict against playing the board game. 

 The tournament is called the King Salman World Rapid and Blitz Chess Championships 

  

 Viswanathan Anand won World rapid championship. But, since two other men, Vladimir 
Fedoseev and Ian Nepomniachtchi, both of Russia, also scored 10.5, a tie-breaker was 
required to decide the winner. Anand won that mini match against Fedoseev 

 As for the other Indians, P. Harikrishna finished 16th, Surya Shekhar Ganguly 60th, Vidit 
Gujarathi 61st, B. Adhiban 65th and S.P. Sethuraman 96th. 

 The women’s title was won by China’s Ju Wenjun. Dronavalli Harika was the best-
placed Indian, finishing 19th. Padmini Rout took the 22nd place, S. Vijayalakshmi 34th 
and Eesha Karavde 35th. 
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 The Swiss master finished the year at No. 2, having started at 16; the Spainard claimed the 
year -ending World No. 1 spot as of December 11th, 2017 

  

 In ATP Men’s singles Ranking 2017, Spaniard Rafeal Nadal secured top position while 
Swiss Roger Federer acquired 2nd spot. 

 The 16-time Grand Sam champion, Nadal, also secured the year-ending top ranking for 
a fourth time. Nadal has achieved the feat after 2008, 2010 and 2013.  

 The 16-time Grand Slam champion is the oldest man to finish a season at the top of the 
rankings at the age of 31, after a year that saw him win the French and US Opens. 

Oldest Tennis player in the world to hold number 1 rank in the ATP world rankings 
as of 18th Feburary, 2018 

 Roger Federer has become the oldest player in the world to hold number 1 rank in 
the ATP world rankings.  

 Roger Federer achieved this feat by defeating Robin Haase 4-6 6-1 6-1 to reach semi-
finals of the ABN AMRO tournament in Rotterdam on 16th February 2018. 

 Roger Federer is 36 years old. He has returned to number 1 position in the world rankings 
for the first time since 2012. He reached number one position for the first time in 2004. He 
has surpassed America’s Andre Agassi, who was the previous oldest player to be world 
number one at 33 years in 2003. 

Anisa Sayyed wins women’s 25m pistol gold with new national record 

  

 Anisa Sayyed won the women’s 25m pistol gold with a new record at the ongoing 61st 
National Shooting Championship Competitions in Trivandrum, beating Shital Shivaji Thorat 
and Rahi Sarnobat who won silver and bronze respectively. 
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Cristiano Ronaldo named Globe Soccer’s Best Player for the second year in a row 

  

 Real Madrid (Portugese) star Cristiano Ronaldo has been named Globe Soccer’s Best 
Player for the second year in a row in 2017 and the fourth time overall although he 
wasn’t present in person to receive his trophy. 

 Cristiano Ronaldo also won the prize, organised by the EFAA (European Association of 
Football Agents) and ECA (European Clubs Association) in 2011, 2014 and 2016. 

India finish runners-up at SAFF U-15 Women's Championship, 2017.’ 

  

 India finished runners-up after going down 1-0 to Bangladesh in the final of the SAFF 
U-15 Women's Championship, 2016 in Dhaka. 

HOPMAN CUP 

 The Hopman Cup XXX (also known as the 2018 Mastercard Hopman Cup for sponsorship 
reasons) was the 30th edition of the Hopman Cup tournament between nations in 
men's and women's tennis.  

 It took place at the Perth Arena in Perth, Australia 
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 Switzerland's Roger Federer and Belinda Bencic defeated Germany's Alexander Zverev 
and Angelique Kerber to win the Hopman Cup for the first time since 2001. 

23rd Senior Women’s National Football Championship 

 Tamil Nadu won the 23rd Senior Women’s National Football Championship title, at the 
Barabati Stadium in Cuttack, Odisha. 

 Tamil Nadu defeated Manipur 2-1 in the finals of the 23rd edition of the Senior Women’s 
National Football Championship.  

 Tamil Nadu women’s team won its first senior national football championship title. Tamil 
Nadu team’s Indumathi was named the Player of the Final and also the Tournament. 

 AIFF vice-president, Subrata Dutta was the chief guest at the finals. 

Anu wins gold, TN on top on Day 1 of Khelo India Games 

 Anu Kumar of Uttarakhand grabbed the first gold medal of the Khelo India School 
Games as Tamil Nadu bagged two of the six gold medals on offer on the opening day of the 
athletics competition. 

 Anu won the 1, 500m final in 4 minutes, 4.77 seconds.  

Malaysian chef wins International Young Chef Olympiad 2018, India comes second 

  

 The 4th edition of International Young Chef Olympiad (YCO) concluded in New Delhi 
with Lai Jia Yi from Malaysia winning the top spot and Indian student chef Surya 
Sekhar Roy Choudhury claiming the second position. 

CHRISTIANO RONALDO 

 Cristiano Ronaldo become the first player in history to score 100 Champions League 
goals for the same club. 

 Cristiano Ronaldo scored his 100th and 101st Champions League goals for Real Madrid 
against PSG (Paris Saint-Germain) at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium in Spain. It was his 
116th goal in total. 

 He is followed by Lionel Messi who has scored 97 goals for Barcelona club and Raul who 
has scored 66 goals for Real Madrid club. 
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BAI to confer first Lifetime Achievement award on Padukone 

  

 Badminton great Prakash Padukone will be conferred with the first Lifetime 
Achievement Award instituted by the Badminton Association of India (BAI) for his rich 
contribution to the sport.Announcing the award at a press conference, BAI President 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said the award will carry a citation and a cash award of Rs 10 lakh. 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN 

  

 Yuki Bhambhri from India became the first Indian since Saketh Myneni at the US Open 
2016, to make it to the main draw of a Grand Slam.Country’s top-ranked singles player 
Yuki Bhambri beat Peter Polansky to reach Australian Open main draw for third time. 

 Rohan Bopanna (India) and Timea Babos finished as runners-up in Australian Open 
mixed doubles 

2018 Winter Paralympics 

 The 2018 Winter Paralympics, the 12th Paralympic Winter Games, and also more 
generally known as the PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Winter Games, are an 
international multi-sport event for athletes with disabilities governed by the International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC), that is currently taking place in Pyeongchang County, 
Gangwon Province, South Korea, from 9 to 18 March 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyeongchang_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gangwon_Province,_South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
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 Athletes representing 49 National Paralympic Committees are participating in these Games, 
which mark the first time that South Korea has hosted the Winter Paralympics and the 
second Paralympics held in the country overall, after the 1988 Summer Paralympics 
in Seoul. 

 Snowboarding has been expanded into a separate discipline for 2018. 

  

 The official mascots of the 2018 Winter Olympics and Paralympics were unveiled on 2 
June 2016. The Paralympic mascot, Bandabi, is an Asian black bear that symbolizes 
"strong will and courage. 

Emblem 

  

 The emblem for the 2018 Winter Paralympics was unveiled on 29 October 2013 at the 
National Museum of Korea. It incorporates stylized renditions of the hangul letter ㅊ ch 
(as also used in the Olympic emblem), which symbolizes part of the name 
Pyeongchang and resembles ice crystals. 

 Winter Paralympics was held in Sochi(Russia) in 2014 and will be held in 
Beijing(China) in 2022. 

 Summer Paralympics was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2016 and will be held in 
Tokyo, Japan in 2020. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Paralympic_Committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1988_Summer_Paralympics


 
106 

 
 

 
  www.clatpossible.com 

  A Team Satyam Offering 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

WINTER OLYMPICS 

 The 2018 Winter Olympics, XXIII Olympic Winter Games and commonly known as 
PyeongChang 2018, was a major international winter multi-sport event held between 9 
and 25 February 2018 in Pyeongchang County, Gangwon Province South Korea. 

 This was the first time that South Korea had hosted the Winter Olympics and the second 
Olympics held in the country overall, after the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul. 

 The games featured 102 events in fifteen sports, with the addition of "big air" 
snowboarding, mass start speed skating, mixed doubles curling, and mixed team 
alpine skiing to the Winter Olympic programme.  

 Norway led the total medal tally with 39, followed by Germany's 31 and Canada's 29. 
Germany and Norway were tied for the most gold medals won; both won fourteen golds. 
Host nation South Korea won seventeen medals, their highest medal haul at a Winter 
Olympics. 

  

 The emblem symbolises a world open to everyone. It combines the image of ice and 
snow, winter sports stars (athletes), and people from all over the world, coming 
together in PyeongChang where heaven meets earth. 

  

 The official mascots for the Game is Soohorang a white tiger. Soohorang is the official 
mascot of the 2018 Winter Olympics. 

 Winter Olympics was held in Sochi(Russia) in 2014 and will be held in Beijing(China) 
in 2022. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_start
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speed_skating
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mixed_doubles_curling
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 Summer Olympics was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2016 and will be held in Tokyo, 
Japan in 2020. 

Sachin Tendulkar made T20 Mumbai League's brand ambassador 

  

 Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar has been made the brand ambassador of the upcoming T20 
Mumbai League. 

The league, scheduled from March 11 to 28 is to be organised by Sports India Pvt Ltd. 

Miscellaneous(sports) 

 Sandeep Lamichhane became the first cricketer from Nepal to sign for an IPL team. 
Nepal legspinner Sandeep Lamichhane etched his name in history books after he was 
bought by Delhi Daredevils at the 2018 Indian Premier League Auction.  

 Vidarbha recorded another first by winning the U-19 Cooch Behar Trophy in Nagpur. 

 Maharashtra boys emerged champions in the 34th Sub Junior, 38th Junior and 40th 
Senior Men National Cycle Polo Championship at the Kasturchand Park, Nagpur.  

 Saurav Ghosal clinched the title in the Vedanta Indian Open Squash tournament by 
defeating Nicolas Mueller. 

 Shikhar Dhawan became the first Indian to score a century in his 100th ODI when he 
completed his 13th century in the fourth ODI against South Africa in Johannesburg. 
Dhawan is the ninth batsman to achieve this feat in the world 

 Sharmila Nicollet has become the first Indian golfer to qualify for the China Ladies 
PGA Tour.  

 India registered their first-ever series victory in South Africa with a 73-run win over 
the Proteas in the fifth ODI of the six-match series at St George's Park, Port Elizabeth.  

 Defending champion P V Sindhu suffered a narrow defeat in a pulsating final against 
American Beiwen Zhang(woman) to finish runner-up at the India Open Super 300 
badminton tournament.Shi Yuqi glad to clinch India Open badminton MEN’s title after 
barren 2017 
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SUMMITS 

PM Modi to inaugurate first ever TB India summit next month 

 India TB summit will be held from March 13-16.  

 The event is aimed at generating sufficient momentum for his vision of a TB free India by 
2025, five years ahead of the global TB elimination target of 2030. 

 During the summit, PM Narendra Modi is also expected to formally launch the National 
Strategic Plan for TB Elimination 2017-25 (NSP) which was unveiled last year. 

Global Digital Health Partnership Summit 

 On February 19, 2018, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, J P Nadda addressed 
Global Digital Health Partnership Summit at Australia.  

International R&D Conclave 

 ‘International R&D Conclave’ was held in New Delhi.  

Two day National Conference on e-Governance inaugurated in Hyderabad  

 21st National Conference on e-Governancewas held in Hyderabad. 

20th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers – 20CCEM 

  

 Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers (CCEM) will be held at Fiji since the 
global community adopted the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. The meeting will 
give education ministers the opportunity to agree on effective strategies to help individual 
countries achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 - inclusive and quality 
education for all.  

 The Commonwealth education conference has been taking place every three years since 
1959, when the first meeting was held in Oxford. It is the second largest meeting 
organised by the Commonwealth Secretariat after the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM). 

 The theme for 20CCEM is Sustainability and Resilience: Can Education Deliver?  

AADI MAHOTSAVA 

 On 23rd February 2018, ‘AadiMahotsava’, a tribal festival organized by Assam, began at 
Gandhi Mandir Indoor stadium, in Guwahati, Assam.  
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 The ‘AadiMahotsava’ is held for 10 days. 

 ‘AadiMahotsava’ celebrates the art and culture of tribal communities. Local artisans from 20 
cities like Chattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, 
West Bengal, Manipur, Assam, etc. participate in this festival. 

 The artisans display handcrafted artifacts and products. Ethnic tribal cuisines, handcrafted 
shawls and handlooms like Mekhelas, chador and Naga waistcoats are also displayed in the 
festival. 

RashtriyaSanskritiMahotsav 

 RashtriyaSanskritiMahotsav celebrations began in Madhya Pradesh.  

 This event is held in several locations of Madhya Pradesh like Bhopal, Gwalior etc. 
RashtriyaSanskritiMahotsav is being celebrated to highlight the idea of unity in diversity. 

 Nagaland and Manipur are the states paired with Madhya Pradesh. The event will 
feature a variety of art forms such as classical music, folk music, dance, theatre, literature, 
visual arts, etc.  

The Vice President of India inaugurates the international Theatre Olympics being 
held in India for the first time; Releases festival logo: ‘Flag of Friendship’  

 8th international Theatre Olympics 2018 was held at the majestic Red Fort in New 
Delhi. 

 The 51-day-long event will be theatrical extravaganza is being hosted in India by the 
National School of Drama under the aegis of Ministry of Culture.  

 The theme of the 8th Theatre Olympics is “Flag of Friendship” that aims to bridge borders 
and bring people of different cultures, beliefs and ideologies together through the medium 
of theatrical art. 

World Congress on IT begins in Hyderabad 

 The World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT), a global IT summit, being held in 
Hyderabad between February 19 and 21 has kick-started with the top government and 
business leaders coming to one platform to discuss how digitisation is going to shape 
India and the industry. 

 National Association of Software and Services Companies (Nasscom) has also begun 
its 26th edition of its annual flagship event – The Nasscom India Leadership Forum 
which is happening in collaboration with the World Congress for Information 
Technology and in partnership with the Telangana government. 

6th Conference of Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) of India Region 
in Patna, Bihar 

 LokSabha Speaker SumitraMahajan inaugurated the 6th Conference of Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association (CPA) of India Region in Patna, Bihar.  

 Main subjects for discussion in the conference are ‘Parliament’s role in the 
development agenda’ and ‘Legislature and Judiciary’. 

 Nearly 100 delegates from India and countries like Australia, Britain and Uganda are 
taking part in this conference.  
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World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS 2018) 

 Prime Minister, NarendraModi, inaugurated the 2018 edition of the World Sustainable 
Development Summit (WSDS 2018) at VigyanBhawan in New Delhi.  

 This Summit was organized by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).  

 The three-day Summit will serve as a common platform for global leaders and 
thinkers in the fields of sustainable development, energy and environment sectors to 
come together and deliberate on contemporary issues. 

 Theme of World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS 2018) is ‘Partnerships for a 
Resilient Planet’.  

 The World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS)-2018endorsed Amaravati as the 
World’s Most Sustainable Capital. 

Global Economic Conference 

 Global Economic Conference will be held next month in Canada. 

International Conference on Unani Medicine concludes 

 The two day International Conference on Unani Medicine organized by the Central 
Council for Research in Unani Medicine (CCRUM) on 150th birth anniversary of 
Hakim Ajmal Khan in New Delhi. 

The India-Russia Agriculture Business Summit 2018 

 The India-Russia Agriculture Business Summit 2018 was held in New Delhi on 
February 13. The two countries discussed trade relations in the agricultural sector. The 
summit was organized by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare.  

 Additionally, the Russian and Indian delegations visited the Central State Farm (CSF) to 
commemorate the 70 years of bilateral relations in the field of agriculture in Suratgarh, 
Rajasthan on February 14, 2018.  

 The CSF was set up in Suratgarh in 1956 with the assistance from erstwhile USSR. Russian 
scientists helped in laying the foundation of agriculture in the deserts of Thar, which 
brought about a change in the agriculture farming in nearby areas including fringe area of 
Punjab. 

India’s biggest Global Conference on Pharma Industry and Medical Devices held in 
Bengaluru 

 The Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, along with 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI), is organizing India 
Pharma& India Medical Device 2018, with the theme - Affordable and Quality Healthcare, 
the 3rdInternational exhibition and conference on Pharmaceutical & Medical Device 
sector from 15th-17th February, 2018 in Bengaluru. 

Three-Day Event: Ahmedabad to host state’s first ‘Queer’ meet 

 Ahmedabad is set to host the state’s first queer conference, ‘Sambandh: The West Zone 
Queer Conference’ on February 16 to 18.  
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National Banana Festival 

 On 17th to 21st February 2018, National Banana Festival 2018, is held at the Vellayani 
Devi Temple grounds at Kalliyoor, in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.  

3-day-long Buddhist Heritage Festival kicks off at SwarajMaidan 

 ‘Shanti Amaravati Buddhist Heritage Festival’ kicked off at Vijayawada’s 
SwarajMaidan. 

 More than 1, 000 monks from various countries including like South Korea, China, Myanmar, 
Japan, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Malaysia are expected to participate in the festival.  

 The three-day-long festival is being organised by the Andhra Pradesh Tourism department. 

Goa’s Shigmo parade to start on March 3 

 Goa will hold the annual Shigmo float parade in its major cities from March 3 to 17.  

 Shigmo is the.traditionalspring festival celebrated by farmers in rural Goa. It has been 
also made part of the tourism festival calendar in the State 

PM NarendraModi in Guwahati to inaugurate Global Investors' Summit 2018 

  

 Prime Minister NarendraModi reached Guwahati to inaugurate the Global Investors' 
Summit -'Advantage Assam'. 

 The Summit has been organised by the Assam Government, in association with the 
industry body the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), aiming 
to position the state as India’s Expressway to Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) countries. 

International Conference on 'DemetriosGalanos and His Legacy’begins in New Delhi  

 The International Conference on 'DemetriosGalanos and His Legacy’ was inaugurated at 
IGNCA in New Delhi. 

 Indira GandhiNational Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) is organizing the 8-days International 
Conference on, 'DemetriosGalanos and His Legacy'. The 8-day long convention is being 
held in Delhi and Varanasi, in addition to organizing the exhibition and folk music of Greece. 

 IGNCA Trustee Shri Bharat Guptsaid that “DemetriosGalanos (1760–1833) has a special 
place among the foreign scholars who came to India to study in the nineteenth century. He 
was the only one who stayed in India for 47 years, and except for the first seven years 
when he lived in Calcutta, for 40 years he lived in the city of Varanasi. He translated the 
Bhagvad Gita into Greek among many other Sanskrit texts. 



 
112 

 
 

 
  www.clatpossible.com 

  A Team Satyam Offering 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

International Conference on Sustainable Biofuels 

 International Conference on Sustainable Biofuels, ICSB 2018 was held in New Delhi  

 This conference is being jointly organised by Mission Innovation – India Unit and Biofuture 
Platform and will be hosted by Department of Biotechnology under Union Ministry of 
Science and Technology.  

 Mission Innovation (MI) is a global initiative of 22 countries and the European Union 
to accelerate global clean energy innovation, while Biofuture Platform is a multi-
stakeholder mechanism for policy dialogue and collaboration among leading countries to 
increase the use of low carbon sources as the feedstock for the production of energy, 
chemicals and materials. 

4th Global Business Summit in New Delhi 

 On February 23, 2018, Prime Minister NarendraModi delivered the keynote address at the 
4th Global Business Summit in New Delhi.  

 During the address, PM Modi outlined that Indian government is taking stringent action 
against financial irregularities and will not accept unlawful acquisition of public money.  

 Global Business Summit, is a flagship initiative of the Times Group. The first edition 
was held in January 2015. It brings together, visionaries, heads of state, thought leaders, 
policy makers, academicians and corporate heads for discussing current macroeconomic 
issues and share their views on the same. Theme for Global Business Summit 2018 was 
‘New Economy, New Rules’. This year’s Summit was presented by Yes Bank and Economic 
Times. 

Sixth World Government Summit to be held in Dubai 

 The sixth edition of World Government Summit (WGS) 2018 was held at Madinat 
Jumeirah in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE) from February 11 to 13, 2018.  

 India was guest country at this year's event and Prime Minister NarendraModi had 
delivered the inaugural speech on day one. 

India’s 1st ever International Dam Safety Conference held 
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 India’s first ever International Dam Safety Conference kicked off in Tiruvanantapuram 
inaugurated by Chief Minister PinarayiVijayan.  

 Two-day conference aims to discuss several issues plaguing dam safety. Challenges in dam 
safety management across the globe, an overview of the centrally-funded Dam 
Rehabilitation and Improvement Project and World Bank initiatives are some of the issues 
that will be discussed at the conference. Union Minister of State for Water Resources Arjun 
Ram Meghwal will preside over the function. 

India-ASEAN Business & Investment Conference Held in New Delhi 

  

 India-ASEAN business and investment conference held in New Delhi ahead of the 
landmark commemorative summit. 

 In the conference, Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu stresses enhanced connectivity via 
land to strengthen trade ties. 

 Silver jubilee of India-ASEAN partnership is being celebrated in New Delhi on the 25th 
January with an unprecedented summit meet. 

India to host first summit of International Solar Alliance: PM NarendraModi 

 India will host the first summit of the International Solar Alliance (IAS) in March. 

 “In 2016, India and France jointly envisioned a new international treaty based 
organization. 

India to Host 16th International Energy Forum Meet 
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 The 16th International Energy Forum (IEF) Ministerial meeting will be held in New Delhi 
in April 2018. 

 According to the Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas DharmendraPradhan, 
the meeting will be hosted by Government of India in New Delhi and co-hosted by the 
Government of China and South Korea. 

10th Global Forum for Food & Agriculture  

 The 10th Global Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) on the subject "Shaping the 
Future of Livestock – sustainably, responsibly, efficiently” was held in Berlin. 

 The Global Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) is an international conference that 
focuses on central questions concerning the future of the global agri-food industry. It 
gives representatives from the worlds of politics, business, science and civil society an 
opportunity to share ideas and enhance understanding on a selected topic of current 
agricultural policy. 

The Fourth Asean-India Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Forestry 

  

 4th ASEAN-INDIA Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Forestry was held at NASC 
Complex, New Delhi. 

India’s first Radio festival 

 On 15th February 2018, India’s first Radio Festival was held in New Delhi, 
commemorating the World Radio Day which was celebrated on 13thFebruary.  

 The Radio festival was organised by International Association of Women in Radio and 
Television along with UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization).  

 World Radio Day 2018 theme: radio and sports. 
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PM Modi at Davos for WEF 2018 

  

 Indian Prime Minister NarendraModi said at the World Economic Forum’s Annual 
Meeting 2018 in Davos (Alpine ski resort), Switzerland that Climate change, terrorism 
and the backlash against globalization are the three most significant challenges to 
civilization. 

 Modi is the first Indian PM to attend the meet in over two decades 

 It is the first time that an Indian Prime Minister is treated like the chief guest. 

 Indian social entrepreneur and activist ChetnaSinhawas among seven all-women co- 
chairs for the World Economic Forum's annual in Swiss Alpine town Davos. 

 This year's WEF - focused on theme 'Creating a Shared Future in a Fractured World' - 
will see largest ever women participation (21 per cent). 

 Shahrukh Khan also held a session on 'women empowerment' and its significance for India. 

Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)  

 On February 14, 2018, China announced that this year’s summit of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) will be held in the city of Qingdao. 

 China is the founding member of SCO and is currently holding the rotating presidency of the 
SCO. 

 India and Pakistan were admitted as full members of SCO in June 2017. 

 Exact date of the Summit has not been announced. It will tentatively be held in June 2018. 

Indian Science Congress 

 The 2018 edition of the historic Indian Science Congress will be held at 
ManipurUniversity, Imphal, in March. 

 The event was scheduled at the Osmania University (OU), Hyderabad, in the first week 
of January but had to be moved out due to “security problems.”  
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 This was the first time the 106-year-old ISC — the largest congregation of scientists in 
India — had to be postponed at the last minute. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Professor Errol D’Souza is new head of IIM-A 

  

 The Centre cleared the appointment of Professor Errol D’Souza as director of the 
country’s premier business management school Indian Institute of Management 
Ahmedabad (IIMA) on contract basis for five years. 

 He has been interim director of IIM Ahmedabad since September 2017, after Prof. 
Ashish Nanda resignation. 

DebjaniGhosh to take charge at Nasscom, will be the first woman to head tech body in 
30 yrs  

  

 Intel Corp. veteran DebjaniGhosh takes over as president of the National Association of 
Software and Services Companies in April -- three decades after its formation.  

 DebjaniGhoshwill be the first woman to head NASSCOM in 30 years. 
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 NASSCOM is the apex body for the IT BPM industry in India and was established in 
1988.  It is a not-for-profit industry association,  

Australian Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce will resign 

  

 Australian Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce announced that he will resign as 
leader of the National party and Deputy Prime Minister of Australia.  

 Barnaby Joyce has announced his resignation after facing weeks of pressure due to an 
allegation of extra-marital affair with his former media secretary Vikki Campion. 

 On 26th February 2018, Barnaby Joyce will step down as leader of the National party 
and deputy Prime Minister of Australia.  

Ecuador votes bar on Presidential re-election in blow to ex-leader Correa 

 Ecuadorans voted to bar unlimited re-election for their presidents in a blow to ex-
leader Rafael Correa who had been eyeing a comeback in 2021. 

Bangladesh appoints Syed Mahmud Hossain as new chief justice 

 Bangladesh appointed Syed Mahmud Hossain as the new chief justice, three months 
after his predecessor and the country’s first Hindu chief justice, Surendra Kumar Sinha, 
was virtually forced to resign amid “grave” graft allegations.  

 Justice Hossain had been appointed as the 22nd chief justice of the country.  

 President Abdul Hamid administered the oath of office to Hossain. 

 Hossain’s appointment prompted acting chief justice Abdul WahabMianto immediately 
tender his resignation on an “unavoidable personal reason”, but sources familiar with the 
situation said he preferred to quit as his seniority was violated. 

S Somnath takes charge as Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre's director 

 In a fresh change of guard, ISRO's Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC) director S 
Somnath has taken charge as the new director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC), which is ISRO's lead centre for launch vehicles. 

 Under his leadership as the Project Director, the first Experimental flight of LVM3-X/CARE 
mission was successfully accomplished on Dec 18, 2014. 
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10-Year-Old Indian-Origin Boy In UK Beats Albert Einstein, Stephen Hawking In IQ 
Test 

  

 MehulGarg, 10-year-old Indian-origin boy in the UK has become the youngest 
applicant in a decade to achieve the highest score in the Mensa IQ test, beating 
geniuses like Albert Einstein and Stephen Hawking. 

 MehulGarg, also known by his nickname Mahi, decided to take the test to follow in the 
footsteps of his older brother, 13-year-old DhruvGarg, who had also scored the highest 
score of 162 last year. 

KiranMazumdar-Shaw among new board members of USIBC 

 Biotechnology pioneer KiranMazumdar-Shaw was among two-dozen board 
membersinducted in the US Indian Business Council. 

 Abbott CEO Mikes White and former CIA director Michael Hayden and ex-national security 
advisor Stephen Hadley were also inducted in the USIBC. 

 In 2018, the US-India Business Council will work to advance the US-India strategic and 
economic relationship by advocating for policy changes that can unlock greater growth and 
investment opportunities for businesses in both nations. 

KanikaKapoor 

  

 Indian singer KanikaKapoor of ‘Baby Doll’ fame has reportedly become the first Indian 
artist to perform at the Buckingham Palace in London at the 10th-anniversary 
celebration of the British Asian Trust started by Prince Charles and Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall 
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Govt ropes in Nilekani for developing IT infra for healthcare scheme 

 Tech billionaire NandanNilekani will assist the government in developing IT 
infrastructure for the mega National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS), which seeks to 
cover 10-crore families, a senior NitiAayog official has said. 

 Former UIDAI chairman Nilekani -- the brain behind the Aadhaar -- is also a member of the 
GST return simplification committee. 

Om PrakashRawat became Chief Election Commissioner 

  

 Senior most Election Commissioner Om PrakashRawat has been appointed as the Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) as the incumbent A.K. Joti retired on 29thJanuary, 2018. 

 Former Finance Secretary Ashok Lavasawas appointed in Mr. Rawat’splace. 

 Sunil Arorais the other election commissioner and he will continue until April 2021. 

 Originally in 1950, the commission had only a Chief Election Commissioner. Two additional 
Commissioners were appointed to the commission for the first time on 16 October 1989 but 
they had a very short tenure, ending on 1 January 1990. The Election Commissioner 
Amendment Act, 1989 made the Commission a multi-member body. The concept of a 3-
member Commission has been in operation since then, with the decisions being made by a 
majority vote 

US Senate confirms Jerome Powell as next Federal Reserve chairman 
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 The United States Senate confirmed Jerome H Powell as the next chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, a powerful post having an influence on global economy. 

 Powell (64) will replace Janet Yellen, whose term ended in February. 

Incumbent Zeman wins second term in Czech presidential run-off 

 Incumbent Milos Zemanhas won the Czech presidential election securing a second 
term. Anti-immigration, pro-Russian Zeman beat his pro-EU opponent Jiri Drahosin the 
close-run race. 

Indian American Manisha Singh sworn in as Assistant Secretary of State 

  

 Indian American Manisha Singh, a lawyer and Congressional staffer, has been sworn in as 
the Assistant Secretary of State for economic and business affairs in the Trump 
administration. She is the first woman appointed to the post.  

Kashmiri-origin Nus Ghani becomes first Muslim woman minister to address House 
of Commons 

  

 Nus Ghani, a Kashmiri-origin parliamentarian in the UK became the first female 
Muslim minister to speak from the British Parliament dispatch box. 

 The 45-year-old was appointed Parliamentary Under-Secretary at the Department for 
Transport by British Prime Minister Theresa May as part of her New Year reshuffle. 

 In 2015, she became the first Conservative party Muslim female candidate to be elected 
to Parliament. 
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UshaAnanthasubramanian becomes first woman chairman of IBA 

  

 UshaAnanthasubramanian, managing director at Allahabad Bank has become the first 
woman chairman of the Indian Banks’ Association, the 71-year old industry body for 
banks.  

 IBA announced that its managing committee elected Ananthasubramanian as the 
chairman till August. She will be superannuating on August 31.  

 Before this, she was deputy chairman and JatinderBir Singh, chairman and managing 
director of Punjab & Sind Bank, was the chairman of the industry body till his retirement on 
December 31, 2017. 

Two Indian-origin MPs join Theresa May’s Cabinet 

  

 Infosys co-founder Narayana Murthy’s son-in-law, Rishi Sunak, who entered Parliament 
in 2015, has long been seen as a rising star in the party, and will become the 
parliamentary under secretary of state at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government.The 36-year-old had won the English constituency of Richmond in 
North Yorkshire during the 2015 general elections in the country by clinching a little 
over 50 percent votes. 
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 Suella Fernandes, a Goan-origin MP for the southern constituency of Farehamis also the 
new entrant in the British government. 

India's 'Rocket Man' Sivan K to succeed Kiran Kumar as ISRO chief 

 ISRO's 'Rocket Man' and famous scientist Sivan K has been appointed as the space agency 
chairman for three years. 

 Sivan K, who's currently serving as the director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, will 
replace AS Kiran Kumar. Kumar was appointed the ISRO chairman in 2015. 

 To complement Sivan's achievement is ISRO's 100th satellite launch, with 30 other satellites 
from different countries, in a single mission from Sriharikota. 

A R Rahman becomes Sikkim’s brand ambassador 

  

 Music composer A R Rahman became the brand ambassador of Sikkim 

 The declaration was made by Sikkim chief minister Pawan Kumar Chamling who felicitated 
the legendary music composer during an inauguration of the 11-day Sikkim Red Panda 
Winter Carnival at Palzor Stadium in Gangtok. 

NPCI names Asbe as CEO 

  

 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) appointed DilipAsbeas its MD & CEO 
with immediate effect.  
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 Mr. Asbe, who was the chief operating officer of NPCI, was also the acting CEO of NPCI 
since August after A.P. Hota retired. 

 NPCI was set up by the Reserve Bank of India in 2009 as the central infrastructure for 
various retail payment systems in India. 

Indian-origin businessman appointed World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development Chairman 

 Singapore-based Indian-origin businessman Sunny Verghese has been appointed as the 
Chairman of the Geneva-based World Business Council for Sustainable Development. 

 Verghese, 57, Co-Founder and the CEO of Singapore's agri-business group Olam 
International Limited, is the first World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(WBCSD) Chair from the agri-sector. 

 He succeeded Paul Polman, the CEO of Unilever, on January 1 and will serve a two-
year term. 

InduMalhotra to be first woman judge in Supreme Court directly from Bar 

  

 Senior Advocate InduMalhotra will be the first woman lawyer to be directly elevated 
from the Bar to the Supreme Court as a judge.  

 Her name was cleared unanimously by the Supreme Court Collegium. 

 The five-member Collegium, comprising Chief Justice DipakMisra and Justices J 
Chelameswar, RanjanGogoi, Madan B Lokur and Kurian Joseph, also recommended 
elevation of Uttarakhand Chief Justice K M Joseph to the Supreme Court 

 Malhotra will be the seventh woman judge since Independence to make it to the 
Supreme Court. 

 At present, Justice R Banumathi, appointed in August 2014, is the lone woman judge in 
the apex court and willretire in July 2020. 

 Recently, Malhotra served on a ten-member committee, headed by retired Supreme Court 
judge B N Srikrishna, which was tasked to review the institutionalisation of arbitration 
mechanism and suggest reforms. 

 Her first tryst with fame was in August 2007 when the Supreme Court designated her as 
Senior Advocate, only the second woman to be elevated by the Supreme Court. The first 
was Leila Seth, mother of author Vikram Seth, in 1977 
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Sorokin to replace Mutko in Russian re-shuffle on FIFA Council 

 Alexy Sorokin is to replace VitalyMutko on the 38-person FIFA Council, after he was 
the only candidature UEFA received for the post. 

 Sorokin is CEO of the Local Organising Committee for the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia, 
whose Chairman (Mutko) failed a FIFA eligibility test due to his position as Russia’s Deputy 
Prime Minister. 

CM of Himachal Pradesh and Gujrat 

 BJP emerged victorious in the assembly elections by defeating the Congress in both 
HimachalPradesh and Gujarat. 

 The newly elected members of the Himachal Pradesh Assembly electedJairam Thakur as 
their new leader paving the way for him to take oath as Chief Minister. 

 Vijay Rupaniwas sworn in as the 16th Chief Minister of Gujarat along with 19 Ministers, 
including Nitin Patel, Deputy Chief Minister, after the BJP’s victory in the recent Assembly 
elections. 

Suspension of RachnaTiwariLakhanpal 

 The Delhi High Court has extended the suspension of Delhi High Court judge 
RachnaTiwariLakhanpal by another 120 days. 

 The senior civil judge at the Tis Hazari Courts was suspended by the High Court on 
September 29, 2016 after her arrest. 

 Ms. Lakhanpal and her husband AlokLakhanpal were arrested while allegedly 
accepting a bribe from an advocate, Vishal Mehan. Mehan had been appointed local 
commissioner in a case adjudicated by Ms. Lakhanpal to inspect a disputed property and 
submit his report. 

Miss America Organization CEO Sam Haskell resigns 

 Haskell had been suspended after a HuffPost story detailed his email correspondence 
over the years leading the beauty pageant. His leaked emails included many sexist, offensive 
comments about contestants and winners.later he resigned. 

 Sam Haskell was the CEO of Miss America Organization. 

Jacob Zuma resigned from his position as South Africa’s President 
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 Jacob Zumaannounced his resignation as South Africa’s President in a televised address. 
He said that he is resigning from his position due to pressure from his own party (African 
National Congress) to step down.  

 Jacob Zuma is a former anti-apartheid activist. He became President of South Africa in 2009. 
His term was supposed to end in 2019.  

 On 15th February 2018, Cyril Ramaphosa was elected as South Africa’s President by a 
majority in the parliament. He is the President of ANC (African National Congress). 

Ethiopia Prime Minister HailemariamDesalegn resigned from his position 
unexpectedly 

  

 Ethiopia Prime Minister HailemariamDesalegn resigned from his position unexpectedly.  

 HailemariamDesalegn has stated that, he has resigned in a move to end the unrest and 
political crisis prevailing in Ethiopia.  

 HailemariamDesalegn became the Prime Minister of Ethiopia in 2012. He has also submitted 
his resignation from the chairman post of EPRDF. 

 Arvind P. Jamkhedkar has been named the next Chairman of the Indian Council of 
Historical Research (ICHR) 

 Arvind P. Jamkhedkar has been named the next Chairman of the Indian Council of 
Historical Research (ICHR). He will succeed Prof. K. SudershanRao.  

KP Sharma Oli was named the next Prime Minister of Nepal 

 Two months after the parliamentary elections, the CPN-UML party has named its head KP 
Sharma Oli as the next Prime Minister of Nepal. 

 Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, more commonly known as K.P. Oli, is a Nepalese communist 
politician serving as the Prime Minister of Nepal. He is the Chairman of the Communist 
Party of Nepal. 

 He succeeded SherBahadurDeuba who served as PM from 7 June 2017 – 15 February 
2018. 

 In December 2017, the Left Alliance of CPN-UML party and CPN-Maoist Centre obtained 174 
seats in the 275-member Parliament. It also obtained majority in the upper house of 
Parliament with 39 seats. This qualified the Left Alliance to form the next government. KP 
Sharma Oli is 65 years old.  

 He served as Nepal’s prime minister from 11th October 2015 to 3rd August 2016. 
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India’s 1st woman private detective arrested 

 Rajani Pandit (India’s First Woman Private Detective) was arrested for allegedly using 
illegal means to procure call detail records (CDRs) for her clients.  

 Pandit (54), the daughter of a former police officer, was picked up from her house. 

 A police officer said there was strong evidence to show Pandit had demanded and bought 
CDRs of at least five people. 

 Police arrested two other detectives too — Santosh Pandgale (34) and Prashant 
Sonawane (34) — from Navi Mumbai. 

First blind IFS officer among 'first ladies' lauded by President 

  

 BenoZephine, India's first 100% visually-impaired person to join the Indian Foreign 
Service in 2015, was among 111 women felicitated by President Ram NathKovind for their 
remarkable journey as "first ladies" in their respective fields. 

 RajaniGopalkrishna the first visually challenged woman chartered accountant lost her 
eyesight due to medical negligence of a doctor. 

First Pakistani Woman From Hindu Minority to Become Lawmaker 

  

 Krishna Kumari will be the first female Hindu lawmaker in Pakistan since 1947 when 
Pakistan gained independence from Britain. 
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China's Xi Jinping gets expanded mandate, may rule for life 

  

 China has approved a plan to abolish presidential term limits, opening the door for 
President Xi Jinping to stay in power indefinitely. 

 China’s National People’s Congress, the country’s national legislative body, voted to change 
the country’s constitution to allow Xi to remain in power beyond his scheduled 2023 
departure. 

 In one swift vote, the rubber-stamp legislature opened up the possibility of Xi being 
president for life, returning China to the one-man-rule system that prevailed during 
the era of Mao Zedong and the emperors who preceded him. 

 The move upends a system enacted by former Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping in 1982 to 
prevent a return to the bloody excesses of a lifelong dictatorship typified by Mao's 
chaotic 1966-1976 Cultural Revolution. 

Indian-Americans cross another milestone with Raj Shah as White House spokesman 

 Shah became the first Indian-American to speak for the US government 

 Raj Shah, 33, a Republican operative who is formally Deputy Assistant to President 
Trump and also the Deputy White House Press Secretary, held centerstage in the James 
S Brady briefing room, becoming the first Indian-American to speak for the US government. 

Indian-origin Canada MP quits as chair of Pacific Caucus over JaspalAtwal invite 

 Indian-origin RandeepSarai, a Canadian MP who had invited convicted Sikh terrorist 
JaspalAtwal to a formal dinner during Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s visit to India, has 
quit as chair of the Liberal party’s Pacific Caucus, taking responsibility for the goof-up 

Abdul Hamid re-elected as president of Bangladesh 

  

 Bangladesh President Abdul Hamid has been re-elected for a second term. 
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 Earlier, the ruling Awami League (AL) nominated Abdul Hamid for his re-election as the 
country's president. Subsequently, Awami League Parliamentary Board (ALPB) with party 
President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasinafinalised the nomination in a meeting. 

 On April 24, 2013, Hamid was sworn in as the 20th president of Bangladesh. Since 
independence, 16 people have headed the state for 19 terms. Hamid is the 17th person to 
serve as president. 

Justice AbhilashaKumari is Manipur HC’s first woman chief justice 

  

 Justice AbhilashaKumari became first woman to become the chief justice of the 
Manipur high court. 

 Justice Kumari--daughter of former Himachal Pradesh chief minister Virbhadra Singh--has 
served as a Gujarat high court judge and chief justice of Tripura high court. She is the third 
full-time chief justice of Manipur high court. 

Pune based Rohan More becomes first Asian to swim across the Ocean Seven 

  

 Pune-based swimmer, Rohan More became the first Asian as well as the first Indian to 
swim across the Ocean Seven.Rohan is also the youngest person in the world to swim 
across the Ocean Seven. 

 The Ocean's Seven marathon consists of seven long-distance open-water swims, which 
includes the North Channel, the Cook Strait, the Molokai Channel, the English Channel, 
the Catalina Channel, the Tsugaru Strait and the Strait of Gibraltar  
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IndraNooyi appointed ICC’s first independent female director 

  

 PepsiCo chairman and CEO IndraNooyi has been appointed as the first independent 
female director of the ICC Board, effective June 2018 

 Nooyi will join the ICC board in June 2018 to align with the term of the ICC independent 
chairman. 

 ICC Chairman, ShashankManohar. 

 The introduction of an independent director, who must be female, was approved by the 
ICC Full Council in June 2017 as part of wide ranging constitutional change aimed at 
improving the governance of the sport. The independent director will be appointed for a 
two-year term although she may be re-appointed for two further terms with a 
maximum six-year consecutive period of service. 

Jalandhar native Jag Badwal elected party president in Canada’s Ontario 

  

 Jag Badwal, 53, a native of Jalandhar, has become the first person of Punjabi origin and 
Sikh to be elected as president of Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario, 
considered the oldest political outfit in the Canadian province.  

 He became the first person belonging to a visible minority groupto be elected leader 
of one of Canada’s three largest national political outfits. 

Presidential term is only five years, Sri Lankan SC 

 Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has clarified that President MaithripalaSirisena can stay in 
office only for five years, a week after he sought its opinion on whether he can serve a six-
year term. 
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 “The Supreme Court has conveyed the opinion that the President’s term of office is 
five years, ” a statement from the President’s office said, amid accusations by Mr. 
Sirsena’s political rivals that he was trying to undermine the 19-Amendment. The 
legislation, enacted after he assumed charge as President in 2015, stipulates a five-year 
term for Presidency. 

IOA Joint Secretary Vikram Singh Sisodia named Chef-de-Mission for CWG 

 The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) appointed its joint secretary Vikram Singh 
Sisodia as the Chef-de-Mission for the upcoming Commonwealth Games to be held in 
Gold Coast, Australia. 

 Sisodia is also currently the president of Chhattisgarh State Tennis Association. 

 The 21st Commonwealth Games will be held from April 4 to 15 in Gold Coast, the 
second largest city in Australia. 

IOA Secretary General Rajeev Mehta 

Miscellaneous( Person in News) 

 DineshwarSharma was the chief of the Intelligence Bureau (succeeded by Rajiv 
Jain).Sharma is appointed as an interlocutor by government of India for the 
state of Jammu & Kashmir. 

 AB Mathur has been appointed as the interlocutor on their behalf to hold 
talks with the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA). 

 Current President of New Development Bank (NDB): K V Kamath 

 Director General of AIR :FayazSheheryar 

 Director General of Door Darshan: SupriyaSahu 

 UNESCO representative to India : Shigeru Aoyagi  

 Current Chairman of NABARD: Dr. Harsh Kumar Bhanwala 

 Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince: Prince Mohammad Bin Salman 

 Donald trump was sworn in as the 45th President of United States. 

 Federal Communications Commission (FCC)Chairman: AjitPai 

 Germany/Chancellor: Angela Merkel.Sheholds the post since 
2005.Sheunlocked a fourth term for hersef by solving the gridlock. 

 Former Gujarat chief minister Anandiben Patel has been named as the new 
governor of Madhya Pradesh. She will replace Gujarat governor Om 
PrakashKohli, who currently holds additional charge of the office of Governor of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

 Spokesperson of the MEA Raveesh Kumar 

 Managing Director and CEO of the countryslargest agri-commodity bourse 
NCDEX: Vijay Kumar  

 Senior sports administrator Anil Khanna was named Chairman of the 
Finance Commission of the Indian Olympic Association, which also formed a 
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four- member advisory committee  

 ASEAN Secretary General: Le Luong Minh 

 Incumbent Milos Zeman has won a second term as Czech president. 

 RamsinhParmarhas been unanimously elected as the chairman of Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), the apex organisation of 
dairy cooperatives of Gujarat that is popularly referred to as Amul. 

 Indian-American Adobe CEO ShantanuNarayenhas been elected as the Vice 
Chairman of the US-India Strategic and Partnership Forum, a new 
organisationset up to enhance business relations between India and the US. 

 Lt. Gen Anil Chauhan, who has vast experience in counter-insurgency operations 
took charge as the new Director General of Military Operations (DGMO) of the 
Indian Army. 

 NicosAnastasiadeswas re-elected as the President of Cyprus by a wide margin 

 Kannada littérateur and Jnanpith recipientChandrashekarKambar was elected 
president of the SahityaAkademi.Hindi poetMadhavKoushikwas elected vice-
president. Dr. Kambar is the third Kannada writer to head the country’s premier 
literary institution after two decades. 

 Director General of Meteorology, India Meteorological Department. Dr K J 
Ramesh. 

 Journalist Rahul Mahajan has been appointed the new Editor-in-Chief of Rajya 
Sabha Television. The television channel is run and managed by the Upper 
House of Parliament. The recommendation to appoint him was made by a five-
member Search Committee headed by A Surya Prakash, chairman of 
PrasarBharti. 

 Halimah binti Yacob is the current President of Singapore. She is the first 
female president in the country's history. Lee Hsien Loong is serving as the 
3rd and current Prime Minister of Singapore since 2004.  

 WHO Secretary General Tedros Ghebreyesus 
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AWARDS 

Laureus World Sports Awards 2018: Complete list of winners 

 Sportsman of the Year: Roger Federer(Switzerland). The 36-year old started the year by 
successfully defending his Australian Open Championship after which he went on to climb 
to ATP World Ranking No. 1 after winning the ABN AMRO world tennis tournament at the 
Ahoy stadium in Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

 Sportswomen of the Year: Serena Williams(US) 

 Comeback of the Year: Roger Federer 

 Exceptional Achievement: Francesco Totti 

 World Action Sportsperson of the Year: Armel Le Cleac’h 

 Sport for Good: Active Communities Network 

 Team of the Year: Mercedes F1 

 World Breakthrough of the Year: Sergio Garcia 

 World Sportsperson of the Year with a Disability: Marcel Hug 

 Sporting Inspiration Award: J.J. Watt 

 Best Sporting Moment: Chapecoense (Eternal Champions) 

 Lifetime Achievement: Edwin Moses. US Olympic legend and Laureus Academy 
member Edwin Moses bagged the Laureus Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
remarkable career in sports 

71st British Academy Film Awards 

 71st British Academy Film Awards ceremony, popularly referred to as BAFTA Awards 
2018 was held on February 18, 2018 in London, United Kingdom. 

 The ceremony was hosted by English actress Joanna Lumley.  

 Drama film, ‘Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri’ got the most awards (in 5 
categories), while ‘The Shape of Water’ was credited with most nominations (in 12 
categories).  

 English Actor, Gary Oldman won the Leading Actor Award for playing British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill in the film “Darkest Hour.” 

NITI Aayog’s Vinod Paul becomes the first Indian to receive WHO’s prestigious prize 
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 NITI Aayog Member Vinod Paul has been chosen to receive WHO’s prestigious 
IhsanDogramaci Family Health Foundation Prize for his services in the field of family 
health.He is the first Indian to receive WHO’s prestigious prize 

 The global honour, given by the World Health Organisation (WHO), was confirmed by the 
WHO Executive Board on January 27. It will be presented to Paul at the World Health 
Assembly in Geneva 

 “He has made distinguished contributions towards improving the health and well-being of 
families, especially in developing countries.”A well-known name in public health circles in 
India, Paul has played a key role in formulating national child health guidelines and 
programmes in the country. 

Modi conferred ‘Grand Collar of the State of Palestine’ 

  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred the ‘Grand Collar of the State of Palestine’ 
by President Mahmoud Abbas, recognising his key contribution to promote relations 
between India and Palestine. 

 President Abbas conferred the Grand Collar of the State of Palestine on Mr. Modi after the 
conclusion of the bilateral meeting between the two leaders. 

 Mr. Modi is the first Indian Prime Minister to make an official visit to Palestine. 

Shatrughan Sinha wins lifetime achievement award in UK 

  

 Actor-politician Shatrughan Sinha has been honoured with a lifetime achievement 
award for his contribution to the fields of arts and politics at a ceremony in the UK’s 
Parliament complex. 

 India’s Colors TV bagged the award for Television Channel of the Year and Jet Airways 
was judged Airline of the Year. An entrepreneur who has introduced the concept of 
Bengali cuisine supper clubs called ‘Little Kolkata to the UK’, Prabir Chattopadhyay, was 
named New Business Entrant of the Year.  

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/372-244/palestine/?utm=bodytag
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 The annual 'Political and Public Life Awards' presented by Britain's Asian Voice weekly 
newspaper, now in its 12th year, recognises individuals who have made a significant 
impact on public life or made a difference in their local communities. 

IIT student wins prize at Clean Energy Conference in Paris 

 Ankur Mehta, a chemical engineering student, was awarded the ‘Best (Oral) Presentation 
Certificate’ in the seventh edition of the three-day International Conference on Clean and 
Green Energy in Paris 

 The ICCGE is a premier forum for leading global scientists and engineers to present 
their new theoretical, experimental and applied research projects on clean and green 
energy. 

Reliance Industries wins Golden Peacock Award 2017 for CSR 

 Reliance Industries (RIL) said it has been awarded the Golden Peacock Award 2017 for 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives. 

 In a statement here, RIL said that the award was a recognition, in particular, of the work 
done by its CSR arm Reliance Foundation under Founder and Chairman Nita Ambani. 

Ajinkya Rahane, Rohit Sharma awarded Shiv Chhatrapati State Sports Awards 

  

 Ajinkya Rahane and Rohit Sharma, who are regular fixtures of the Indian cricket team, 
have been awarded Shiv Chhatrapati State Sports Awards by the Government of 
Maharashtra. 

Asha Bhosle honoured by Rekha at the 5th Yash Chopra Memorial Awards 

  

 Legendary singer Asha Bhosle was conferred with the fifth Yash Chopra Memorial 
Award in Mumbai. 
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ITBP receives best marching contingent trophy for record 6th time  

 The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has been adjudged as the best marching 
contingent among paramilitary and other auxiliary forces marched at Republic Day 
Parade 2018 at Rajpath. 

 ITBP has won the best contingent trophy in the category for the record 6th time. The Force 
had been adjudged with the best contingent in the years 1998, 1999, 2000, 2004 and 2011. 

Indian-origin schoolgirl cracks Maths Hall of Fame in UK 

  

 An eight-year-old Indian-origin schoolgirl has entered the UK’s Mathletics Hall of Fame, 
an online mathematics-based competitive tool aimed at primary school pupils.  

 Sohini Roy Chowdhury competed with pupils from across Britain and other countries to 
also make it into the top 100 World Hall of Fame after solving mathematical puzzles with 
speed and accuracy. 

Oscars: ‘Mudbound’s’ Rachel Morrison Makes History as First Female 
Cinematographer Nominee 

  

 “Mudbound” cinematographer Rachel Morrison made history by becoming the first 
female director of photography to receive an Oscar nomination. 

Indian engineer part of team awarded sci-tech Oscar 

 An engineer raised in Mumbai, Vikas Sathaye, was part of the team that bagged the 
scientific and engineering award at the Oscars 2018 Scientific and Technical Awards. 

 The four-member team was honoured at the Beverly Hills ceremony "for the concept, 
design, engineering and implementation of the Shotover K1 Camera System", which the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences describes as a "six-axis stabilised aerial 
camera mount" that has an "enhanced ability to frame shots while looking straight down". 
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Indian princess Sophia Alexandra Duleep Singh gets UK’s Royal Mail stamp 

 Indian princess Sophia Alexandra Duleep Singh was honoured by the Royal Mail of the 
UK, which marked the centenary of the suffragette movement with eight special 
stamps. 

 Suffragettes were members of women's organisations in the late-19th and early-20th 
centuries which advocated the extension of the 'franchise' or the right to vote in public 
elections, to women. 

 Princess Sophia Alexandra Duleep Singh, (August 8 1876-August 22 1948), the daughter of 
Maharajah Duleep Singh, is the only woman, who has one among the eight stamps to herself. 

Guillermo Del Toro wins top DGA prize for 'The Shape of Water' 

  

 Director Guillermo del Toro, won an award for the outstanding directorial 
achievement in feature films at the 2018 DGA Awards at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly 
Hills, California on February 3, 2018.  

Kailash, the documentary based on activist Kailash Satyarthi, has won the US Grand 
Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival 2018. 

  

 A film on the life of Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi has won the US Documentary Grand 
Jury Award at the Sundance Film Festival. The documentary, titled 'Kailash' and directed 
by debutante Derek Doneen, traces Satyarthi's journey and his efforts to eliminate child 
trafficking and child labour 
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Kirti Chakra was conferred on Major Vijayant Bist 

 The Kirti Chakra was conferred on Major Vijayant Bist for foiling infiltration bid in 
Kashmir. The Army also got nine Shaurya Chakras while the IAF got three Shaurya Chakras. 
All three IAF Shaurya Chakras were conferred for Counter Insurgency (CI) duties in 
Kashmir. 

Ritu Sarin wins International Press Institute’s award for excellence in journalism 

  

 The International Press Institute’s Indian National Committee has named Ritu Sarin, 
Executive Editor- Investigations, The Indian Express as the recipient of the IPI India 
Award for Excellence in Journalism. She has been awarded for her “sustained work in 
investigation of crimes, political assassinations, terrorism cases frauds and economic 
offences” throughout her career.  

 This is the fourth IPI India award for The Indian Express or its journalists 

Maharashtra honours Ratan Tata with top industrial award 

 Tata Group patriarch Ratan Tata was felicitated by Maharashtra government with a 
special award for his contribution to the development of the state. 

 He was presented the Mahaudyog Sanman, chief minister Devendra Fadnavis said on his 
Twitter handle late this evening.  

 He was accompanied by industries minister Subhash Desai, tourism minister Jaykumar 
Rawal and junior home minister Pravin Pote Patil. 

Golden Globes Award, 2018 

 Television actor and Emmy-award winning artist Sterling K. Brown has made his entry in 
the history books, as he became the first African-American actor to take home a Golden 
Globe for 'Best Performance by an Actor (Male) in a TV series, Drama'. 

 Actress Elisabeth Moss continued her winning streak at the 2018 Golden Globes, as she 
took home the trophy the award for Best Actress in a Drama Series ('The Handmaid's 
Tale'). 

 The 75th year of the awards has been led by nominations for The Shape of 
Water, The Post, The Handmaid’s Tale and Big Little Lies 

 Best actress in a limited series or television movie: Nicole Kidman, Big Little 
Lies 

 Best supporting actor in a motion picture (drama): Sam Rockwell, Three 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Tata-Group
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Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

 Best actress in a TV series (musical/comedy): Rachel Brosnahan, The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel 

 Best actress in a TV series (drama): Elisabeth Moss, The Handmaid’s Tale 

 Best actor in a TV series (drama): Sterling K. Brown, This Is Us 

 Best TV series (drama): The Handmaid’s Tale 

 Best supporting actor in a series, limited series or TV film: Alexander 
Skarsgård, Big Little Lies 

 Best Original Score: AlexandreDesplat, The Shape of Water 

 Best original song: This Is Me, The Greatest Showman 

 Best actor (comedy/musical): James Franco, The Disaster Artist 

 Best supporting actress in a series, limited series or TV film: Laura Dern, Big 
Little Lies 

 Best animated film: Coco 

 Best supporting actress in a motion picture (drama): Allison Janney, I, 
Tonya 

 Best screenplay: Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

 Best foreign film: In the Fade 

 Best actor in a miniseries or TV movie: Ewan McGregor, Fargo 

 Best TV series (comedy): The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel 

 Best actor in a TV series (musical/comedy): Aziz Ansari, Master of None 

 Best film director: Guillermo del Toro, The Shape of Water 

 Best miniseries or TV movie: Big Little Lies 

 Best actress in a film (comedy/musical): Saoirse Ronan, Lady Bird 

 Best film (comedy/musical): Lady Bird 

 Best actor (drama): Gary Oldman, Darkest Hour 

 Best actress (drama): Frances McDormand, Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri 

 Best film (drama): Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

63rd Jio Filmfare Awards 2018 

 Best Film and Best Actor in a Leading Role (Male): Irrfan Khan's (Hindi Medium) 

 Best Actor in a Leading Role (Female): Vidya Balan (Tumhari Sulu)  

 Best Director award: Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari (Bareilly Ki Barfi) 
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Two Indian-Americans inducted into US National Inventors Hall of Fame 

  

 Two Indian Americans - Sumita Mitra and Arogyaswami Paulraj - have been inducted 
into the US Patent Office's National Inventors Hall of Fame (NIHoF) this year. 

 The NIHoF honours "people responsible for the greatest technological advances that make 
human, social and economic progress possible." 

 Mitra, an alumnus of Presidency College, Kolkata, and Calcutta University, was honoured for 
inventing the first dental filling material to include nanoparticles. "The new composite filling 
material, called Filtek Supreme Universal Restorative, is a versatile material that could 
be used for restoring teeth in any area of the mouth; mimicked the beauty of natural teeth; 
had better polish retention; and exhibited superior strength than existing dental 
composites. 

 Paulraj, professor emeritus at Stanford, has been recognized for his 1992 US patent on 
MIMO - Multiple In-Multiple Out - wireless technology. This uses multiple antennas both 
at the transmitter and receiver in a wireless link to boost wireless data rates 

2018 Tehran International FICTS Festival 

  

 Sachin: A Billion Dreams, a biopic on cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar, has won two awards 
at the recently concluded 11th Tehran International FICTS Festival 2018. 

 Helmer James Erskine won the trophy for the Best Director of a Long Documentary and 
an honourary diploma. 

 Producer Ravi Bhagchandka received the Special Award for the Best Film in the Long 
Documentary section. 

 The 11th Tehran International FICTS Festival was held under the supervision of FICTS in 
collaboration with the Olympic and Paralympic Committees, the Ministry of Culture, Sports 
and Youth, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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Shabnam Asthana wins Times Power Woman 2017 award  

 Shabnam Asthana was awarded the 'Times Power Women of the Year 2017'. 

 The Times Group recently celebrated the invaluable contribution of women by introducing 
The Times Power Woman 2017 (Pune) awards. 

 These awards were initiated to celebrate the victories of women who have been a great 
source of inspiration. These awards focused on the women of Pune and the prestigious list 
included 34 select women with power, supremacy, command and control. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad, 4 others get Outstanding Parliamentarian Award 

 The Indian Parliamentary Group decided to confer the Outstanding Parliamentarian 
Award for 2017 on  

 Biju Janata Dal leader in the Lok Sabha Bhartruhari Mahtab.  

 Trinamool Congress member of the Lok Sabha Dinesh Trivedi would get the award for 
2016 and Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad (Congress) 
for 2015.  

 According to the Lok Sabha secretariat, former Rajya Sabha member Najma Heptulla 
gets the award for 2013 and Lok Sabha member Hukumdev Narayan Yadav for 
2014. Both are from BJP.  

 The names were shortlisted by a committee headed by Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan. 

Grammy award awarded posthumously 

 Actress Carrie Fisher and singer Leonard Cohen won a posthumous award each at the 
2018 Grammy Awards.  

 Fisher, who died on December 27, 2016, known for the 'Star Wars' saga, won her first 
Grammy for her narration of "The Princess Diarist" earning  the award for spoken word 

album.   

 Leonard Cohen, the legendary Canadian singer and songwriter who died at 83 in November 
last year, won Best Rock  Performance for "You Want It Darker". 

Shah Rukh Khan to be felicitated at World Economic Forum 
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 Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh Khan will get the Crystal Award at the World Economic 
Forum's Annual Meeting in Davos, along with Hollywood star Cate Blanchett and 
legendary musician Sir Elton John.  

 The past awardees from India include Amitabh Bachchan, Mallika Sarabhai, A R Rahman, 
ShabanaAzmi, Ravi Shankar and Amjad Ali Khan.  

 Sir Elton John has been selected for the 2018 award for his leadership in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS and Blanchett for her leadership in raising awareness about the 
refugee crisis. 

 The Annual Crystal Awards ceremony, which opens the WEF summit in the Swiss ski resort, 
celebrates the achievements of outstanding artists who have shown exemplary commitment 
to improving the state of the world. 

Nitish Kumar to receive 1st Mufti M Sayeed Award for Probity in Public Life 

 Bihar CM Nitish Kumar has been selected for the 1st Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Award 
for Probity in Public Life. He was conferred the award at an official function of Jammu & 
Kashmir government. 

Magahi writer Madhukar awarded Sahitya Akademi's Bhasha Samman 

 Magahi writer Shesh Anand Madhukar, who has been working extensively for the 
development of the language, was honoured with this year's Sahitya Akademi Bhasha 
Samman award. 

 He is the second writer of Magahi language to be given the award.  

Tata Steel and Wipro: list of 135 most ethical companies of the world for 2018 

 Tata Steel and IT services provider, Wipro Ltd. are the two Indian firms that have 
featured in the list of 135 most ethical companies of the world for 2018.  

 The list has been compiled by the US-based think tank Ethisphere Institute. It features 135 
companies from 23 countries, across 57 industries. 

Startup of the Year’ 2017 award by Franchise India Group 

 Milkbasket has been honoured with the ‘Startup of the Year’ 2017 award at the 7th 
Small Business Awards, in New Delhi. 

 The Small Business Awards 2018 was organised by Franchise India Group. It honours 
the best enterprises among SMEs (Small or Medium Enterprise), SMB (Small and Medium 
Business) and emerging small-scale ventures.  

 The startup of the year award is presented to SMEs that are 7 years or lesser than 7 years 
old with potential to develop into a larger entity in local and international markets. 

Cholamandalam MS bags 'Golden Peacock' award for 2017 

 Cholamandalam MS General Insurance, a Murugappa Group company, has bagged the 
Golden Peacock award for risk management for the year 2017. 

 Cholamandalam MS General Insurance Company is a joint venture between Murugappa 
Group and Japan-headquartered Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance. 

 The Golden Peacock Awards set up in 1991 by Institute of Directors (IOD) is now regarded 
as a benchmark of corporate excellence worldwide. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Mohammad-Sayeed
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/jammu-and-kashmir
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French honour for Soumitra Chatterjee 

  

 Soumitra Chatterjee recieved the coveted Legion of Honour, the highest civilian award in 
France.  

 Thespian Soumitra Chatterjee’s voice was mildly stirring as he spoke at the 
investiture ceremony where Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur or the Knight of the Legion 
of Honour, the award instituted in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte, was handed over to him 
by the French Ambassador. 

India’s Umang App won the Best M-Government Service award  

 India’s Umang App won the Best M-Government Service award in the 
AccessibleGovernment category and Aadhar won the best emerging technology 
award, at the World Government Summit 2018, in Dubai.  

 India had the ‘Guest of Honour’ country status in the World Government Summit.  

 The Umang App is a unified platform for government departments and services, easing 
transactions for citizens.  

 Aadhar won the best emerging technology award. Aadhaar was named the world’s 
largest biometric enabled identification programme.  
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OBITUARY 

Former Supreme Court judge SR Pandian passes away 

  

 Justice S Ratnavel Pandian, former Judge of the Supreme Court, passed away. 

 In 2006 he was appointed as the Chairperson of National Commission for Backward 
Classes.  

 He was a judge of the Madras High Courtand subsequently he also served as Acting Chief 
Justice of the Madras High Court twice. 

 In 1988, he was sworn in as a judge of the Supreme Court of India, and retired in December 
1994. 

Former cabinet secretary TSR Subramanian died 

 Former cabinet secretary TSR Subramanian has passed away.He was a 1961 batch 
Indian Administrative Service officer from Uttar Pradesh Cadre.  

Kanchi seer Jayendra Saraswathi passed away 

  

 Jayendra Saraswathi Shankaracharya was the 69th Shankaracharya Guru and pontiff 
of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham. 

 The junior pontiff, Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi will be the 70th Jagadguru of 
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. 
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Legendary Bollywood actor Sridevi passes away in Dubai  

  

 Veteran Bollywood actor and Padma Shri awardee Sridevi passed away due to cardiac 
arrest in Dubai. 

 Sridevi Kapoor starred in Tamil, Telugu, Hindi, Malayalam, and Kannada films. 

 Sridevi made her debut as child artiste with the 1967 Tamil film Kandan Karunai. 

 In 2013, the Government of India awarded Sridevi the Padma Shri, the country's fourth 
highest civilian accolade for her contributions to the entertainment industry.  

Kunhiraman Panoor passed away 

 On 20th February 2018, Kunhiraman Panoor, author and civic rights activist, passed 
away due to age related ailments, in Kerala. Kunhiraman Panoor was 91 years old.  

 His popular book is ‘Keralathile Africa’. He had received Kerala Sahithya Akademi 
honour in 2006.  

Ram Swarup passed away 

 Ram Swarup Sharma, former MLA and Padma Shri awardee died following a short term 
illness, in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. Ram Swarup Sharma was 92 years old 

 He was elected to the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly two times from the Mathura-
Vrindavan constituency.  

 He was skilled in ‘Rasa Lila’, a form of folk theatre. He received the Padma Shri award for 
this. He was also given the title of ‘Raasacharya’ 

Pakistan activist Asma Jahangir dies of cardiac arrest  
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 Asma Jahangir, Pakistan's renowned human rights lawyer, social activist and an 
outspoken critic of the country's powerful military establishment, died of cardiac arrest, her 
daughter said.  

 Known for her outspoken nature and unrelenting pursuit for human rights, Asma, 66, was 
the first woman to serve as the President of Supreme Court Bar Association of 
Pakistan.  

K. Kashinath passed away 

  

 Actor, director and producer K. Kashinath, 67, who was instrumental in changing the 
direction of Kannada cinema died. 

 Though he made his debut as a director in the comedy drama Aparoopada Athithigalu 
(1976), his talent came to the fore with Aparichita (1978) 

John Young, who set records in space with NASA, passes away at 87 

  

 Legendary astronaut John Young, who walked on the Moon and later commanded the first 
space shuttle flight, has died. Young was 87. 
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 Young was the only spaceman to span NASA’s Gemini, Apollo and shuttle programs, 
and became the first person to rocket away from Earth six times. 

Former WTO chief, UN envoy Peter Sutherland dies at 71 

  

 Irish businessman and diplomat Peter Sutherland, who was the first director-general 
of the World Trade Organization and held top posts in the European Union and the United 
Nations, has died. He was 71. 

 Sutherland became founding director-general of the WTO in 1993, and in 2006 was named 
the U.N. envoy on international migration. 

KunwarBai passed away 

 KunwarBai, Chattisgarh’sSwachh Bharat Abhiyan mascot, passed away after suffering 
from a long time illness, at Ambedkar Hospital, Raipur.  

 KunwarBai was 106 years old. 

 Kunwarbai was made SwachhtaDoot by Chattisgarh state government. She had been 
spreading awareness on the importance of toilet among the village people 

Baldev Raj passed away 

 Baldev Raj passed away at the age of 71 while attending the conference. 

 He was the director of the National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS). 

 He had also served as director of the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research in 
Kalpakkam. 

Former Gauhati University professor passes away 

 Academic and litterateur MdMaswood passed away in Guwahati, his family sources 
Maswood, a former professor of Gauhati University, was a recipient of several awards, 
including Michael Madhusudan Award. 

 He was one of the founders of SahityaManjari, a literary organisation, and had authored 
several books, including three anthology of poems. 
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Ruud Lubbers, the longest-serving prime minister of Netherlands passed away in 
Rotterdam 

  

 On 14th February 2018, Ruud Lubbers, the longest-serving prime minister of 
Netherlands passed away in Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

 Ruud Lubbers was 78 years old. He had been ill for some time. He was born on 7th May 
1939 in Rotterdam.  

 He served as economics minister from 1973 to 1977. He served as Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands from 1982 to 1994. 

 He also served as United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from 2001 to 2005. 
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DAYS 

 Good Governance Day is observed in India annually on the 25th December, the birth 
anniversary of former-Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.  

 RHINO DAY 

 Assam government has announced that 22 September will be celebrated as “Rhino 
Day” to create awareness on protection of the one-horned rhinoceros of Assam.  

 This announcement was made by Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal at the 
10th meeting of State Board for Wildlife on 22ndFebruary 2018.  

 Also, a State Rhino Project in line with the National Rhino Project will be introduced 
soon in Assam. The State Rhino Project’s aim is to safeguard the rhinoceros from 
poaching.  

 It was also decided to set up a Special Battalion to safeguard wild animals in Manas 
National Park. 

 World Penguin Day: January 20th  

 World Wetlands Day is celebrated on February 2 each year to mark the Day the 
Convention on Wetlands was adopted in the Iranian City of Ramsar in 1971. India is a 
party to the Convention since 1982 and committed to the Ramsar approach of wise 
use of wetlands.  

 The theme for 2018 is “wetlands for a sustainable urban future”. 

 World Cancer Day is the one singular initiative under which the entire world can unite 
together in the fight against the global cancer epidemic. It takes place every year on 4 
February.World Cancer Day aims to save millions of preventable deaths each year by raising 
awareness and education about cancer, and pressing governments and individuals across 
the world to take action against the disease. 

 The National Deworming Day is a single fixed-day approach to treating intestinal worm 
infections in all children aged 1- 19 years, and is held on 10 February and 10 August 
each year. Having conducted five rounds of National Deworming Day since February 
2015, the mass deworming programme aims to reach all children at schools and 
anganwadis with the deworming treatment. Any child not dewormed on National 
Deworming Day due to absenteeism or sickness, will be dewormed on mop-up day, 15 
February. 

 World Radio Day is celeberated on 13 February. Theme for the year 2018 is Radio and 
Sports. 

 World Pangolin Day, celebrated on the 17 February, is a worldwide celebration of the 
pangolin aimed at raising awareness of its importance and its plight. There are eight 
pangolin species out of which two species are found in India. 

 On 20th February 2018, World Day of Social Justice was observed all over the world. 
This day is celebrated to improve efforts to manage issues like poverty, exclusion and 
unemployment. The theme for World Day of Social Justice 2018 is: Workers on the 
Move: the Quest for Social Justice. 

 On 21st February 2018, International Mother Language Day was celebrated all over 
the world. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
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(UNESCO) first announced about International Mother Language Day in 1999. It aims 
to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and multilingualism. The theme for 
International Mother Language Day 2018 is: Linguistic diversity and multilingualism 
count for sustainable development. 

 National Science Day is celebrated in India on 28 February each year to mark the 
discovery of the Raman Effect by Indian physicist Sir Chandrashekhara Venkata 
Raman on 28 February 1928.  For his discovery, Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Physics in 1930. The theme of the year 2018 is "Science and Technology for a 
sustainable future." 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

  India has made an offer to share intelligence of maritime movements in the Indian 
Ocean in real-time with 10 Indian Ocean littoral states. It was anno announced by 
Indian Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba at the Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC). This 
comes at time when India is gearing up to counter China’s increased presence in Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR). 

  The Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC) was inaugurated by HonourableRakshaMantri Smt. 
NirmalaSitharaman at the Tarang Auditorium of INS Mandovi, Goa. The conclave was 
aimed at “Addressing Regional Maritime Challenges”  

 In a referendum, nearly 93% of the electorate vote for a separate Kurdish state.It was called 
by Kurdish President MasoudBarzani without Baghdad’s consent, which lead to an Iraqi 
military operation at Kirkuk.The results were annuelled andBazarani had to step down 
from power on October 29. 

 In 2017 Australia overtook the UK and US in granting citizenship to the most number of 
Indians. 

 A UAE-based company has unveiled what it calls the world’s first camel-based baby 
formula, an instant powder mix aimed mainly at infants allergic to cow’s milk.The Emirates 
Industry for Camel Milk & Products, or “Camelicious, unveiled the product at Gulfood 2018. 

 Prime Minister NarendraModiinaugurated the BharatiyaJanata Party’s new 
headquarters at New Delhi’s DeenDayalUpadhyayMargin the presence of party 
president Amit Shah. BJP's new headquarters is bigger than the office of any other 
political party in the world. With the inauguration, the BharatiyaJanata Party became 
the first major national party to shift its office outside the Lutyens' Bungalow Zone, 
following a Supreme Court directive that party offices should be relocated from there. 

 The Singapore government announced that all Singaporeans aged 21 and above will 
receive a one-time bonus of up to S$300 each. Described as “hongbao”, the bonus will be 
paid according to a person’s annual income. People with an annual income of S$28, 000 or 
below will be eligible to receive S$300, while those with an income between S$28, 001-
S$100, 000 will receive S$200. And people whose income exceeds S$1000, 000 annually will 
receive S$100. 

 An all-woman contingent of the Border Security Force or BSF dazzled spectators with 
their daring bike stunts during the 69th Republic Day celebrations at Rajpath. The all-
woman daredevil bikers squad, SeemaBhawani, was raised on the lines of their much-
acclaimed male counterparts.The BSF and the Army perform bike-borne daredevils every 
alternate year. This time it was the BSF's turn.  

 Railway Minister PiyushGoyal has been informed by the railway board that no diesel 
locomotives will be allowed in the Delhi area after March 2019, indicating that the 
national transporter was on track to completely phase out such locomotives by 2022. 

 Siemens India has commissioned a first-of-its-kind Medium-Voltage (MV) training lab 
at INS Valsura, Gujarat, for the Indian Navy. This MV lab facilitates Indian Navy officials to 
train, manage and operate modern equipment of Indian Navy without going to the field. This 
lab will be utilized for first stage training of naval personnel on Medium Voltage Power 
Generation, Protection & Distribution and MV Drives & Motors. 
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 Minister NarendraModi today inaugurated the SardarSarovar Dam in Gujarat, the 
world's second biggest dam, nearly six decades after its foundation stone was laid.The 
inaugural event in the Kevadia colony of Narmada district coincided with Modi's 67th 
birthday and the culmination of the fortnight-long Narmada Mahotsav launched by the 
Gujarat government to celebrate the completion of the work. 

 On February 23, 2018, Union Telecom Minister ManojSinha launched India’s first locally 
developed 4G/LTE telecom system by VNL.Ltd. Mr. Sinha launched this system during an 
international buyers-sellers meet of telecom industry organised under the aegis of Telecom 
Equipment and Services Export Promotion Council. This system has been designed and 
developed by India’s leading telecom equipment manufacturer VNL Ltd. VNL Ltd. has 
designed and developed this 4G/LTE system by taking into consideration, the 
requirement for high speed connectivity, particularly in rural areas of India. It not only 
ensures seamless connectivity at most affordable prices but also reduces import 
dependence for such equipments. Abbreviation LTE stand for Long-Term Evolution. In 
context of telecommunication technology, LTE is a standard for high-speed wireless 
communication for mobile devices and data terminals. 

 Eminent singer DurgaJasraj’s group sang a prayer to invoke Lord Hanuman to clean the 
air of impurities and also rendered a song – “SwacchhHawa Ho” to mark the start of the 
Clean Air Campaign. The Clean Air Campaign will continue for two weeks, till February 23. 

 Swachh Bharat Sanitation Park inaugurated in Delhi.The Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, in collaboration with the Environmental Sanitation Institute and Tata Trusts, has 
developed a Sanitation Park which was inaugurated in the Capital today by Union Minister, 
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Sushri Uma Bharti, and Secretary, Ministry of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation, ShriParameswaranIyer. 

 The Haryana government has launched the 'GobardhanYojana' to provide for the sale of 
organic manure and cow urine with an aim to benefit farmers. 

 ManipalInsitute announced to open its first medical college in Dubai. 

  NandanNilekani will assist the government in developing IT infrastructure for 
National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS). 

  The National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS) aims to offer medical cover for up to Rs 
5 lakh to more than 10 crore poor families.This will cover up to 40 % of India’s 
population. In 2018-2019 union budget, an initial corpus of Rs 2, 000 crore has been 
allocated for NHPS.  

  NandanNilekani is the former Chairman of UIDAI (Unique Identification Authority 
of India). He is also a member of the GST return simplification committee. The premium 
on insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh under NHPS has been decided at Rs 900-1, 000 per 
family annually. 

 Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modiannounced that the state government 
would set up a corporation to disburse loans for Student's Credit Card (SCC) scheme in 
view of the banks' reluctance in doing it. 

 Mahindra Aerospace and Canada’s Viking Air have signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to form a strategic alliance for making smaller aircraft to 
supportregional air connectivity in India 

 Allahabad Bank was the first among the public sector banks (PSBs) to offer shares to 
its employees starting from January 31, 2018.and got the approval of the board, Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), Securities and Exchange Board of India and the Finance Ministry.  
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 The ministry of electronics and IT has formed four committees to prepare a roadmap for 
artificial intelligence for the country. 

 Union Home Minister ShriRajnath Singh will formally inaugurate “HunarHaat”, on 
February 11, 2018 at Baba Khadak Singh Marg, Connaught Place, New Delhi. The theme of 
“HunarHaat” being organized by the Ministry of Minority Affairs is “Development with 
Dignity”. While exquisite handicraft & handloom made by master artisans from across the 
country will be on display on the one hand, people will have a glimpse of the traditional 
Indian music at “HunarHaat” on the other hand. “HunarHaat” is being organised from 
February, 10-18, 2018 in New Delhi. 

 India is set to surpass China as the biggest importer of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
as a drive to replace wood and animal dung fires for cooking boosts consumption. 

 UK has permitted doctors to create the country’s first ‘three-parent’ babies, in a move 
aimed at preventing passage of incurable genetic diseases from mothers to offsprings.The 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), which works independently 
under the UK’sDepartment of Health, approved the procedures to be applied on two 
women in the city of Newcastle innortheast England. The procedure will use 
mitochondrial donationtherapy for the women, who know that any children they have 
could inherit a neurodegenerative disorder, which causes problems with movement or 
mental functioning. 

 The Kamala Mills fire was a fire accident at the Kamala Mills Compound in Lower Parel 
area of Mumbai which resulted in the deaths of 14 people on 28 December 2017. 

  

 The first all-women station in India, Matunga on Central Railway (CR), manned by a 
staff of 41 women, has entered the Limca Book of Records. 

 The National Highways Authority of India has decided to deploy all women toll collecting 
staff in day shift on at least one toll plaza close to the city area, in every state and UT of 
the country on 8th March 2018, International Women’s Day. If this initiative is successful, 
then it will be implemented across all toll plazas under operation by NHAI within the next 3 
months.  

 The President of India, Shri Ram NathKovind, inaugurated the ‘Economic Democracy 
Conclave’ organised by RambhauMhalgiPrabodhini at Thane, Maharashtra 
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 The First Global Initiative on Academic Network GIAN course ison Sustainable Urban 
planning using remote sensing and Geographic Information System, GIS has been 
launched at Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur’soutreach center in NOIDA. 

 The President of India, Shri Ram NathKovind inaugurated the Mahamastakabhisheka 
Mahotsav 2018 of GommateshwaraBhagwan Sri Bahubali Swami at Shravanabelagola 
(February 7, 2018).TheMahamastakabhishekaMahotsav is celebrated once every 12 
years. It has been celebrated for about a 1, 000 years.  

 President to Inaugurate Mega ADIP & Vayoshri Yojna Camp of M/O Social Justice & 
Empowerment at Gwalior on 11th February, 2018  

 The Maharashtra government has tied up with Wikipedia, the free online 
encyclopedia, to propagate the Marathi language and increase its usage online. 

 ShriNitinGadkariLays the foundation stone for National Technology Centre for Ports, 
Waterways and Coasts at IIT Chennai. NTCPWC, being set up under the Shipping 
Ministry’s flagship programmeSagarmala, will act as a technology arm of the Ministry of 
Shipping for providing engineering and technological inputs and support for Ports, Inland 
Waterways Authority of India and other institutions. It will carry on applied research in the 
areas of 2D and 3D Modelling of ocean, coastal and estuarine flows, sediment transport and 
morphodynamics, navigation and maneuvering, dredging and siltation, port and coastal 
engineering-structures and breakwaters, autonomous platforms and vehicles, experimental 
and CFD modeling of flow and hull interaction, hydrodynamics of multiple hulls and ocean 
renewable energy. 

 NASA scientists have spotted the farthest known galaxy, named SPT0615-JD in the 
universe; it is a primitive cluster of stars just 500 million years old. It was spotted by 
NASA’s Hubble and Spitzer space telescopes. 

 The SRIJAN (or station rejuvenation through joint action) has been launched on the 
mygov.com portal by the Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation Limited 
(IRSDC), a Railways' joint venture company in charge of the national transporter's mega 
station redevelopment project. 

 India's first floating market is opened in Kolkata's Patuli area in West Bengal. The 
market houses over 200 shops. 

 UIDAI tweeted that children below the age of five years will receive a blue-coloured 
'Baal Aadhaar' card. While the Baal Aadhaar will not carry biometric details of the 
child, it will be updated with the information after the child crosses the age of five. 
Several schools across Delhi have reportedly made children's Aadhaar numbers mandatory 
for admissions. 

 As many as 7, 000 people participated in a book reading event in Gadchiroli and 
managed to break a Guinness world record set in Turkey in May last year. The event 
was organised by police authorities and had representatives from the Guinness Book 
of World Records in attendance. "Gadchiroli is mostly known for Naxal violence but this 
event will create a positive image for the district across the world.  

 The second offshore patrol vessel (OPV) 'Vijaya' built by the Larsen and Toubro 
Shipyardfor the Indian Coast Guard was launched in Chennai. The first OPV, the country's 
first-ever such defence craft to be built in a private shipyard, was launched inOctober 
2017. 
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 Manav is India's first 3D printed expandable platform humanoid robot which was 
developed in the laboratory of A-SET Training and Research Institutes by DiwakarVaish in 
late December 2014, it was debuted for the first time in the IIT-Bombay Techfest 2014-15. 

 Sophia is a social humanoid robot developed by Hong Kong-based company Hanson 
Robotics. Sophia was activated on April 19, 2015 and made her first public appearance at 
South by Southwest Festival (SXSW) in mid-March 2016 in Austin, Texas, United States. She 
is able to display more than 62 facial expressions.Sophia is the World's First Robot 
Citizen by Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia has made history by becoming the first country to 
grant citizenship to a robot.  

 The first commercial, digital and programmable robot was built by George Devol in 
1954 and was named the Unimate. It was sold to General Motors in 1961 where it was 
used to lift pieces of hot metal from die casting machines at the Inland Fisher Guide Plant in 
the West Trenton section of Ewing Township, New Jersey.Widely known as the father of the 
modern robotics industry, Engelberger worked closely with inventor George Devol, 
licensing patents and developing the first industrial robot in the United States under 
the brand name “Unimate. 

 The first known robot was created around 400-350 BC by the mathematician Archytas 
and was an artificial bird. Archytas, who is known as the “father of mechanical 
engineering,” constructed his bird out of wood and used steam to power the movements of 
the robot. 

 Ocean One Robot, developed by a team at Stanford University, led by computer science 
professor OussamaKhatib, completes its first mission, diving for treasure in a shipwreck 
off the coast of France, at a depth of 100 meters. The robot is controlled remotely, has haptic 
sensors in its hands, and artificial intelligence capabilities. 

 Lakshmi is country’s first banking robot.It was launched by the Kumbakonam-based City 
Union Bank, the artificial intelligence powered robot will be the first on-site bank helper. 

 Hyperloop one, American Company signed the framework agreement with 
Maharashtra State Government to build a hyperloop between Pune and Mumbai. 

 It will be country’s first ever Hyperloop route between Mumbai and Pune. 

 The Odisha government will shortly sign a land lease agreement with the developers of 
the Subarnarekha port. The pact is meant to hand over 693 acres of land for first phase 
development of the port at Subarnarekha river mouth in Balasore district 

 The Indian Navy and the Singapore Navy have concluded SIMBEX-17, a week-long 
bilateral military exercise in the South China Sea, during which a series of advanced naval 
warfare drills, including air defence exercises and gunnery live-firings were conducted. 
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 All taxis, buses and public transport vehicles, barring three-wheelers and e-
rickshaws, will have to install mandatorily location tracking device or GPS and an alert 
button from April 1, 2018. 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi and his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu attended the 
inauguration of the iCreatecentre in Ahmedabad. Both the leaders were addressing 
young entrepreneurs and businessmen here after dedicating International Centre for 
Entrepreneurship and Technology (iCreate), a public-private partnership (PPP) 
venture set up to nurture entrepreneurs by providing them funds, space, mentors and 
other facilities. 

 India is ranked 78 140 countries on a globalisation index, 2016 brought out by 
international logistics company DHL. 

 Deutsche Telekom (DT), Intel and Huawei announced they have collaborated to 
achieve the world's first 5G interoperability and development testing (IODT) based on 
the 3GPP R15 Standard with a commercial base station The test configuration used by 
Deutsche Telekom, Huawei and Intel is based on the largest C-band cell bandwidth defined 
by the 5G NR standard. It also incorporates the latest Massive MIMO multi-antenna and 
beamforming technology enabled by the standard framework. 

 Under ‘Uttar Pradesh Electronics Manufacturing Policy', Noida, Greater Noida and the 
Yamuna Expressway region has been declared as an electronics manufacturing zone. 

 Saudi Arabia is set to host in March its first ever Arab Fashion Week. Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman has been leading a drive to reform the country's dependence 
on oil, including expanding the private sector and empowering women. 

 National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS) is world’s largest government-funded 
healthcare programme. 

 The Central Government has proposed to liberalise the export of agricultural 
commodities as it sets an annual export target of $100 billion as against the current 
export value of $30 billion. 

 The fourth edition of the India International Science Festival will be held in 
Lucknow.The1st IISF was held at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) New Delhi in 
December, 2015. 
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 Ecuador has granted citizenship to WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange. Julian assange 
has taken exile in in London's Ecuadorian embassy. 

 Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has clarified that President MaithripalaSirisena can stay in 
office only for five years when he sought ab answer in a petition whether he can serve a 
six-year term. 

 Rajnath Singh inaugurated the gigabit connectivity between the National Knowledge 
Network of India and LEARN (Lanka Education and Research Network) network of Sri 
Lanka. This dedicated high-speed internet connectivity will help to boost the collaboration 
among the academic institutions of India as well as Sri Lanka.In order to enhance the 
cooperation between the two countries in the fields of IT, cybersecurity and e-governance, a 
MoU was signed between India and Sri Lanka. 

 NTPC to become India’s power sector multinational by setting up power plants in 
other Nations and become world’s largest power producer.  

 Following a Catalan Parliament vote on September 6, a referendum is held to enable 
Catalonia to secede from the Spanish Union. The referendum and its results were 
declared illegal by the Madrid and nullified by the Constitutional Court. 

 Zimbabwe ex-army chief Chiwenga sworn in as VP: Harare - Zimbabwe's former army 
commander who led a military takeover that helped end Robert Mugabe's 37-year rule 
was sworn in as one of the country's two vice presidents. 

 Customers will not have to pay any transaction charges for payments through debit 
card, BHIM app and otherpayment made for up to Rs 2, 000 as the Merchant Discount 
Rate will be borne by the government for two years with effect from January 1, 2018 by 
reimbursing the same to banks. 

 Baghdad extended flight ban on Iraqi Kurdistan: Iraq extended a ban on international 
flights to and from the autonomous Kurdish region.Tensions between Baghdad and Erbil 
escalated after the latter held an independence referendum in September that 
overwhelmingly backed secession from the rest of Iraq.The ban, scheduled to be lifted 
on February 28, has been extended by three months, a senior official at Erbil airport said. 

 DhondupWangchen, a Tibetan film-maker jailed in China for making a film’ “Leaving 
Fear Behind” about the Olympics and Tibet has arrived in the United States after 
escaping from China. He was jailed for six years in late 2009 in the western province of 
Qinghai after he made a documentary in which ordinary Tibetans praised the Dalai Lama 
and complained about how their culture had been trampled upon. 

 Mumbai High, located nearly 170 km west of Mumbai Coast, is India's biggest oil field, 
currently produces205, 000 barrels of oil per day. 

 Professor SatyendraNath Bose's 125th birth anniversary was observed on 1 January, 
2018. 

 People in Bihar formed a 14, 000km-long human chain to spread awareness against 
social evilsagainst child marriage and dowry, which have high prevalence in the state, to 
build an atmosphere against thesesocial evils. 

 Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has appointed AmbulaVaishnavi, a ninth standard 
student, as Amaravati brand ambassador.Vaishnavi met the Chief Minister in his office at 
the Secretariat to explain her efforts in developing the school in her village Mudinepalli. The 
girl adopted two government schools and is making efforts to develop them. She has spent 
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₹4 lakh so far on those schools. She also donated ₹1 lakh for construction of Capital city 
Amaravati. 

 George Weah, the former international soccer star who won the presidency of Liberia, 
promised a crackdown on endemic corruption as he was sworn in the country’s first 
peaceful change of power in seven decades. 

 ‘Exam Warriors' - book authored by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched. 
Students now will be able to refer to the Prime Minister, ShriNarendraModi’s advice on how 
to tackle exam challenges in his book, ‘Exam Warriors’.  

 Morgan Freeman received the much overdue Lifetime Achievement Award at the SAG 
Awards. He became the 54th recipient of the SAG’s Life Achievement Award for career 
achievement and humanitarian accomplishment 

  Delhi’s Teen MurtiChowk renamed Teen Murti Haifa Chowk for Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s visit. 

  The new name of the war memorial located in a roundabout near the Teen MurtiBhavan, 
the official residence of the first Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru will be, Teen 
Murti Haifa Chowk. 

  Mr. Modi had indicated at the renaming during his visit to Haifa last year where he 
unveiled a plaque commemorating the leadership of Major Dalpat Singh who led the 
successful operation. 2018 marks a centenary of the end of the World War I and the 
Battle of Haifa. 

  Teen Murti War Memorial has three life-size bronze statues representing the 
Hyderabad, Jodhpur and Mysore Lancers who participated in the Battle of Haifa for the 
15 Imperial Service Cavalry Brigade. The victorious operation by the Indian soldiers 
carried out on 23 September 1918 targeted the fortification of the city of Haifa which 
was then controlled by a joint Ottoman, German and Austro-Hungarian force.  

 Liverpool's new £75m signing Virgil van Dijkbeats old transfer record by £21m to 
become world's most expensive defender. Liverpool sprung a festive shock by 
announcing the signing of Virgil van Dijk for £75m, a world-record fee for a defender. 

 The Haryana government launched a price deficit compensation scheme, Bhavantar 
Bharpayee Yojana, to ensure that vegetable farmers are protected against a fall in crop 
prices. Haryana Government launched country’s first ‘BhavantarBharpai’ scheme for 
vegetables 

 Nepal bans solo climbers from scaling Everest and other mountains: Nepal has 
banned solo climbers from scaling its mountains, including Mount Everest, in a bid to 
reduce accidentsThe country’s cabinet endorsed a revision to its mountaineering 
regulations from 2018 to make climbing safe and decrease deaths. 

 In one of its first outreach programmes post-ratification, the ISA hosted a two Day Event 
'International Solar Alliance Forum' at WFES (World Future Energy Summit). WFES is a 
signature event of a global initiative, Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week, hosted by Masdar 
scheduled at Abu Dhabi. 

 January 27 is designated by the United Nations General Assembly as International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. Since 2005, the UN and its member states have held 
commemoration ceremonies to mark the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau and to honor the six million Jewish victims. 
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 The movie ‘The Shape of Water’ by Guillermo del Toro’s received 13 nominations, 
Greta Gerwig became just the fifth woman nominated for best director and Mudbound 
cinematographer Rachel Morrison made history as the first woman to earn a nod in 
that category in nominations announced for the 90th Academy Awards. 

 The Uttar Pradesh government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with South Korea on December 23, 2017 to enhance cooperation in the field of tourism, 
skill development, culture and farming. For this, a delegation from Gimhae city of South 
Korea met chief minister Yogi Adityanath in Lucknow and discussed ways to improve 
cooperation between the two countries. Earlier, in year 2000, an agreement was signed 
to develop Ayodhya and Gimhae as sister cities, following which a memorial was 
constructed in Ayodhyawhich is visited by a large number of tourists from South Korea 
every year.  

 The Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
has released the First Advance estimates of national income at constant (2011-12) and 
current prices, for the financial year 2017-18.GDP is estimated to grow at 6.5 per cent 
during 2017-18.The advance estimate for Gross Value Added (GVA) is estimated at 6.1 
per cent for 2017-18, down from 6.6 per cent in the previous financial year. 

 A Chinese consortium has been constructing Bangladesh's first eco-friendly power 
plant with ultra modern clean coal technology at Payra in Patuakhali district, some 204 km 
south of capital Dhaka, near a maritime port. 

 Muhammad Yunus is a Bangladeshi social entrepreneur, banker, economist, and civil 
society leader who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for founding the Grameen Bank and 
pioneering the concepts of microcredit and microfinance 

 Nepal has rejected India’s offer to jointly re-measure the height of the world’s highest 
peak Mount Everest following the massive earthquake in 2015 and will carry out the 
exercise on its own. The 7.8 magnitude quake in April 2015(Gorkha Earthquake) had 
devastated the Himalayan nation, killing more than 8, 000 people and displacing lakhs of 
others. 

 The Communist Party of China (CPC) has named President Xi Jinping as the lingxiu — a 
status that has been bestowed only to iconic leaders Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping. 

 VioricaDancilato become first female prime minister of Romania after former premier 
MihaiTudose resigned following a power struggle within the ruling Social Democratic 
(PSD) party. 

 Government of India, the Government of Uttarakhand and the World Bank Board 
signed in New Delhi, a $120 million Loan Agreement which will help increase access to 
improved water supply services in peri-urban areas in the State of Uttarakhand. 

 Bharat-ASEAN Maitri Park was inaugurated in Delhi. 

 Guatemala's president announced on Christmas Eve that the Central American country 
willmove its embassy in Israel to Jerusalem, becoming the first nation to follow the 
lead of U.S. President Donald Trump in ordering the change. 

 Mauritius was the largest source of foreign investment in India, followed by the US and 
the UK, according to a census by the Reserve Bank. Singapore and Japan were the next two 
sources of foreign direct investment  
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 A PAIR OF Australian swimmers became the first people to be rescued in the ocean by a 
drone when the aerial lifesaver dropped a safety device to distressed teens caught in rough 
seas.It is world-first drone surf rescue. 

 NASA scientists have spotted the farthest known galaxy, named SPT0615-JD in the 
universe; it is a primitive cluster of stars just 500 million years old. It was spotted by 
NASA’s Hubble and Spitzer space telescopes. 

 To the dismay of many automobile manufacturers sitting on a huge inventory of BS III 
compliant vehicles, the Supreme Court recently ordered that only vehicles with engines 
compliant with BS IV standards must be sold from April 1, 2017.  

 Punjab chief minister launched the release of benefits under 'Mahatma Gandhi Sarbat 
Vikas Yojana' aimed at the inclusive growth of the distressed sections of the society 

 India’s most-valued lender HDFC Bank Ltd crossed Rs5 trillion market capitalisation for 
the first time, making it only the third Indian company to achieve this milestone. Tata 
Consultancy Services Ltd (TCS) and Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) are the other two 
companies which crossed market capitalisation of Rs5 trillion 

 The World Economic Forum (WEF) has ranked India at 30th position on a global 
manufacturing index.Japan has been found to have the best structure of production in 
the Geneva-based WEF's first 'Readiness for the future of production report' and is 
followed by South Korea, Germany, Switzerland, China, Czech Republic, the US, Sweden, 
Austria and Ireland in the top 10. 

 American technology company Microsoft has topped Thomson Reuters' list of Top 100 
Global Technology Leaders. US-based Chipmaker Intel and computer networking 
company Cisco followed Microsoft to take the second and third position on the list 
respectively. 

 The book titled ‘Speaking Truth To Power’ is authored by P.Chidambaram.  

 An Egyptian courtconvicted former Islamist President Mohammed Morsi and 18 others 
of insulting the judiciary, sentencing them to three years in prison in a court session aired 
on TV.The case involves a total of 24 defendants, five of whom including prominent rights 
activist Alaa Abdel-Fattah and political analyst AmrHamzawy, were fined 30, 000 
Egyptian pounds each ($1, 688). Abdel-Fattah is serving a five-year sentence for taking part 
in an illegal protest in 2013. Hamzawy lives in exile. 

 The President of India, Shri Ram NathKovind, inaugurated the ‘Economic Democracy 
Conclave’ organised by RambhauMhalgiPrabodhini at Thane, Maharashtra. 

  Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched 24X7 ‘Gudiya’ helpline, 
named after 16-year old rape and murder victim of Kotkhai, for a quick police 
response cases of crimes against women.  

  Chief Minister also launched ‘Shakti Button’- a mobile app linked to police control 
rooms for ensuring the safety of women in the state. Any women at the time of an 
untoward incident can press the red button on the mobile app and an alert will 
immediately reach the police response team. Also, the Chief Minister also launched 
Hoshiyar Singh help line on toll free number 1090. 

 The Union Home Minister ShriRajnath Singh inaugurated the International Workshop on 
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (IWDRI) in Delhi. The two-day workshop was 
organised by the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) in collaboration 
with United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 
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 Jaipur’s Gandhi Nagar railway station becameIndia’sfirst non-suburbanrailway station 
to be completely managed by women personnel. 

 Madhya Pradesh recorded the largest gender gap of 21% according to World 
Bank’spaper titled, ‘Making It Easier to Apply for a Bank Account: A Study of the Indian 
Market’. 

 In a tourist-friendly measure, the Puducherrygoverment has launched a special police 
force 'Tourist Police' wing, with distinct blue-colouredhead gears, to ensure the safety of 
visitors. The blue badges bearing the police emblem, marks a departure from the 
conventional red colour caps, the hall mark of territorial police since the French rule. 

 Telangana became the first state in the country to supply free 24-hour electricity to 
the agriculture sector as the scheme. 

 The Minister of Women & Child Development, SmtManeka Sanjay Gandhi will inaugurate 
an online portal NARI in New Delhi. It will provide women citizens with easy access to 
information on government schemes and initiatives for women. NARI will provide 
information to women on issues affecting their lives. There are tips on good nutrition, 
suggestions for health check ups, information on major diseases, tips for job search and 
interview, investment and savings advice, information on crimes and against women and 
reporting procedures, contacts of legal aid cells, simplified adoption procedures and much 
more. 

 India is the leading country in coconut production and productivity in the world, 
according to the Union Minister for Agriculture, ShriRadha Mohan Singh. The Minister has 
inaugurated the Farmers’ Training Centrecum Regional Office Building of Coconut 
Development Board in Patna. 

 Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emiratesintroduced value-added tax, a first for the Gulf 
which has long prided itself on its tax-free, cradle-to-grave welfare system. The 5% sales 
tax applies to most goods and services and analysts project that the two governments 
could raise as much as $21 billion in 2018, equivalent to 2% percent of GDP. 

 The Assamese and Manipuri language versions of Prime Minister ShriNarendraModi’s 
Official website, www.pmindia.gov.in were launched The website can now be accessed 
in Assamese and Manipuri in keeping with the requests from the citizens of the two states. 
With the launch, the PMINDIA website is now available in 11 regional languages namely 
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil 
and Telugu in addition to English and Hindi. 

  The Telangana government has constituted the State Finance Commission, the 
Constitutional body that reviews financial positions of the local bodies. 

  The Commission has come up after a two-year wait and missed deadlines as the State 
government had issued orders for the establishment of SFC in March 2015 itself but 
nothing materialized.  

  Following this, an NGO called the Forum For Good Governance approached the High 
Court, which directed the government in October to constitute the Commission 
within six weeks. 

  It appointed G RajeshamGoud as chairman of the Commission. 

  As per article 243(I) and 243(Y) of the Constitution the Governor of the State shall 
constitute a Finance Commission for the State to review the financial position of 
local bodies and make recommendations. 
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  North Korea had successfully tested a new type of intercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM), called Hwasong-15, that could reach all of the U.S. mainland.Its tactical and 
technological specifications and technical characteristics are better than its Hwasong-
14 ICBM, tested twice in July. 

  On July 4, North Korea launched its first ICBM, Hwasong-14, which reached an 
altitude of 2, 802 km (1, 741 miles) and a range of 933 km (580 miles) during a flight of 
39 minutes, North Korea’s state media reported.Asecond test of the Hwasong-14 on 
July 28 exhibited improved performance, with the missile flying for about 47 minutes to 
an altitude of 3, 724 km (2, 313 miles) and a range of 998 km (620 miles) Hwasong-14, 
previously Pyongyang's most-advanced missile, which was launched over Japan twice 
in July. 

 Kenya's Supreme Court has annulled the result of presidential election, citing 
irregularities, and ordered a new one within 60 days.The election commission had 
declared incumbent UhuruKenyattathe winner by a margin of 1.4 million votes. Raila 
Odinga was Mr Kenyatta's opponent. 

 JacindaArdern, 37, is sworn in as Prime Minister of New Zealand, becoming the world’s 
youngest female head of government, and the country’s youngest leader in 161 years. 

 Extreme smog in Delhi led Indian Medical Association to declare “a state of medical 
emergency” 

  A three-judge panel at the court, formally known as the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), convicted Bosnian Serb military chief 
RatkoMladic of genocide and crimes against humanity, and sentenced him to life in 
prison for the atrocities during Bosnia’s 1992-1995 war. The Bosnian War was an 
international armed conflict that took place in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 
and 1995. Following a number of violent incidents in early 1992, the war is commonly 
viewed as having started on 6 April 1992. 

  The International Court of Justice (ICJ) verdict absolved Serbia and Croatia of 
crimes of genocide in the 1990s Balkan wars.The litigation dates back to 1999, when 
Croatia alleged genocide by Serbia during the 1991-1995 war over its secession from 
the former Yugoslavia. 

  The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) was a United 
Nations court of law that dealt with war crimes that took place during the conflicts 
in the Balkans in the 1990s. 

 A shocking pattern of sexual allegations against Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein, 65 hasemerged. More than 60 women have come forward to accuse Weinstein 
of sex crimes - but the final total could be much higher. 

 Salman Abedi, a Libyan origin Briton blows himself up at anAriana Grande concert in 
Manchester. 

 Hurricane Harvey is tied with Hurricane Katrina as the costliest tropical cyclone on 
record, inflicting at least $125 billion (2017 USD) in damage, primarily from catastrophic 
rainfall-triggered flooding in the Houston metropolitan areaIt was the first major 
hurricane to make landfall in the United States since Wilma in 2005 ending a record 
12-year span in which no hurricanes made landfall at such an intensity in the country. 
Hurricane Katrina was one of the top five deadliest and most expensive hurricanes in the 
history of the United States. At least 1, 833 people died from the hurricane and the 
aftermath, and the estimated cost was at USD 81 billion. The hurricane began as a Category 
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1 hurricane in August 2005 when it hit the Bahamas and Florida, but strengthened to a 
Category 5 in the Gulf of Mexico before landing in Louisiana as a Category 3. 

 Hurricane Irma was witnessed in US, Florida, Georgia and South Carolina. The deadly 
category 5 storm is the strongest hurricane ever recorded in the Atlantic. 

 Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico. 

 Helmut Kohl, the chancellor who presided over both German reunification and the 
creation of the eurozone, died in the month of June. 

 Liu Xiabo passed away. He was a Chinese intelletctual who promoted a pro democracy 
charter that brought him a lengthy prison sentence. He was awarded Nobel Peace 
Prize (2010) in custody. He died July 13, becoming only the second Nobel laureate to 
perish in custody (Carl von Ossietzky, an anti-Nazi pacifist, died in 1938). 

 Iranian-backed Houthi rebels killed the Yemen’s former president Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
punishing him for switching sides and seeking peace with Saudi Arabia. 

 Indian History Congress’s 78th session, 2017 was held at Kolkata on 28-30 December 
2017. 

  In National Legal Services Authority v Union of India and Others, The Court noted 
that the transgender community (broadly defined by the Court to include Hijras, 
eunuchs, Kothis, Aravanis and numerous others) created the "third gender" status for 
hijras or transgenders. The SC asked the Centre to treat transgender as socially and 
economically backward.The apex court said that transgenders will be allowed 
admission in educational institutions and given employment on the basis that they 
belonged to the third gender category. 

  Odisha was the first state to implement and provide food grains, pension, health, 
education, and housing for transgender community, thus including them in the 
Below Poverty Line (BPL) category. The step has been taken to empower the 
transgender community. 

  Kerala had announced a transgender policy back in 2015, becoming the first state 
in India to do so. The policy ensures them equal access to social and economic 
opportunities, resources and services, the right to equal treatment under the law, right 
to live life without violence and equal right in all decision making bodies 

  Good Governance Day is observed in India annually on the 25thDecember, the birth 
anniversary of former-Prime Minister AtalBihari Vajpayee. 

  Uttarakhand government inaugurated the CM dashboard on Good Governance 
Day for real-time monitoring of welfare schemes of the state government.With the 
launch of the dashboard, Uttarakhand joins states such as Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, and Haryana, which have similar web-based platforms to check the 
progress of development projects. 

  Uttar Pradesh has launched a free household power connection scheme 
‘Prakashhai to vikashai’ for the poor in the state to mark former prime 
ministerAtalBihari Vajpayee’s birth anniversary.“To begin with Lohban and 
Gausana, the two villages of Mathura district have been covered for 100 per cent 
electrification on the birth anniversary of former prime minister AtalBihari Vajpayee”. 

 Odisha government decided to set up a unique ‘Heritage Cabinet’ and an Odia 
Language Commission as part of its move to preserve the relics and monuments in the 
state and enrich its rich culture and language. The decision was taken at the meeting of the 
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state cabinet, which was held for the first time in Puri, instead of Bhubaneswar. Tourism and 
Culture Minister Ashok Chandra Panda said the Heritage Cabinet would be headed by 
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik. It would aim to protect ancient monuments, temples and 
archaeological sites in Odisha, and take steps to preserve the states culture, language and 
literature. 

  IAF(Indian Air Force) launched a unique and unprecedented series of 
mountaineering expedition ‘Mission Seven Summits’, After scaling of Mt Everest in 
2005, IAF launched it with an aim to fly the tricolour and the IAF flag on the highest 
peaks in every continent. 

  A team comprising five IAF mountaineers, led by GpCapt RC Tripathi, in the early 
hours of 26 December 17, has successfully scaled Mt Vinson in Antarctica, thus 
completing the assigned Mission.  

  With the successfulascent of Mt Vinson, the IAF added another feather to its cap, by 
becoming the first organisation in India to achieve this unique feat. 

  The highest peak on each continent – Asia Mt. Everest, Australia Mt. Kosciuszko, 
South America Mt. Aconcagua, Antarctica Mt. Vinson Massif, North America Mt. 
Denali, Europe Mt. Elbrus and Africa Mt. Kilimanjaro – are part of Misson7Summit. 

 The RajinderSachar Committee was commissioned in 2005 by former Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh to prepare a report on the latest social, economic, and 
educational conditions of the Muslim community of India. 

 India’s first home-grown high purity gold reference standard - the Bharatiya 
Nirdeshak Dravya (BND-4201) - was launched. BND-4201, which is the reference 
material for gold of ‘9999’ fineness (gold that is 99.99 per cent pure), will be beneficial to 
the consumers and public at large to ensure purity of gold, said IGM, Mumbai, in a statement. 

 India is set to overtake the United Kingdom and France to become the world’s fifth largest 
economy, the Centre for Economics and Business Research, a London-based 
consultancy, said in its annual rankings. India will move up to fifth place in 2018 and 
vault to third spot by 2032. 

 India is set to surpass China as the biggest importer of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
in the month of December as a drive to replace wood and animal dung fires for cooking 
boosts consumption. 

 A consortium of Indian state-run oil and gas hunters led by ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) 
appears set to drop anchor in Israeli waters for the first time amid New Delhi's growing 
closeness with Tel Aviv and a widening chasm with Iran over its recalcitrance in awarding 
the Farzad-B gas field discovered by the same Indian grouping. 

 US buyout giant KKR & Co has become the first foreign investor to fully own an asset 
reconstruction company (ARC)in India as it received approval from the Reserve Bank of 
India at a time when lenders are fighting with a pile of bad loans that have crippled their 
businesses.  

 The Government of India, the Government of Tamil Nadu and the World Bank signed a 
$318 million loan agreement for the Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture Modernization 
Project to promote climate resilient agriculture technologies, improve water management 
practices, and increase market opportunities for small and marginal farmers.  

 Cryptocurrency dealer Pluto Exchange announced the launch of India's first mobile 
application for transactingin virtual currencies."The Pluto Exchange mobile app offers a 
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solution to the coordination problem between payment processors, financial 
gateways and banks". 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
hasrecognized the artisans of Panama for their woven hats. Cultural authorities have 
added the pintao, or painted hat, to UNESCO's List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity. “The pintao hat has become an integral part of regional outfits throughout the 
country worn during traditional dances and community festivities, ” UNESCO's statement 
said. 

 Bengaluru becomes first city to get its own tourism logo:Based on a crowd-sourced 
design, a logo was unveiled at the 'Namma Bengaluru Habba' fest to promote 'Brand 
Bengaluru' on the global tourist map.The city is the first to gets its own identity badge. With 
a new identify and a new look, Bengaluru joins New York, Paris, Berlin, London, Melbourne, 
Singapore and other global cities in having its own tourism logo. 

  The Pakistan Navy successfully test-fired the indigenously developed ‘Harba’ naval 
cruise missile. 

  It is a surface to surface missile. 

  The indigenously-built missile was launched from PNS Himmat. 

 Typhoon Tembin, known in the Philippines as Typhoon Vinta, was a deadly tropical 
cyclone that affected the southern Philippines in December 2017. 

 ArunimaSinha who was born in 1988 from Ambedkar Nagar in Uttar Pradesh is the first 
Indian amputee to climb Mount Everest. She is also the first female amputee to climb 
the Everest. 

 Sukma is the most severely Maoist-affected district of Chhattisgarh. 

 More than 100 cases of HINI influenza have been recorded in Jaipur, Rajasthan, with over 
10 deaths in the past one week. The spike in the cases is being attributed a new type of 
H1N1 virus called the Michigan strain.An IMA release noted that flu viruses are divided 
into three categories: A, B and C. Influenza A is the most common type and H1N1 flu is 
one of its varieties 

 The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017 was prepared by an 
inter-ministerial group headed by home minister Rajnath Singh. The Bill is being 
introduced as the practice still continued despite the Supreme Court striking down ‘talaq-
e-bidat’. 

 Ousted Catalan president Charles pugidemontdemanded that Spain, Madrid reinstate 
his regional government 

 The Bangladesh police claimed to have arrested the top militant leader Abu Syeed, alias 
Talha, who is one of the main accused in the 2014 Bardhaman blast of West Bengal. 

 Northeast is all set to get India’s first-ever "Air Dispensary" based in a helicopter and 
the Union Ministry of Development of Northeast (DONER) has already contributed Rs. 25 
crore as part of the initial funding for this initiative. 

 World’s first photovoltaic highway nears completion in Jinan. 

  The special section of Jinan’s southern ring road, China two kilometres (one-and-a-
quarter miles) long, is the first photovoltaic highway in the world and was due to 
begin operation by the end of 2017. 
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  It is first solar-powered highway that can charge electric cars 

 Delhi is ranked at number seven, while Mumbai is ranked at 16 on the list of the 
world's most expensive locations for premium office rents. The findings reveal that the 
most expensive premium office rent in the world is in Hong Kong, followed by New 
York. 

  In a first, the Union government will launch scheduled regular service of cargo 
movement using waterway in Brahmaputra. The regular movement of cement using 
National Waterway (NW)-2 on the Brahmaputra in Assam will be between Pandu 
Port to Dhubri, a distance of about 255 km. 

  On 9th March 2016, Parliament enacted The National Waterways Act, 2016, which 
received the assent of the President on 25th March 2017, and came into force from 
12 April 2017 as per the notification of the Government of India. This act has declared 
111 rivers or river stretches, creeks, estuaries as National (inland) Waterways. The 
passage of this legislation enables the Central Government to regulate these waterways 
for development with regard to shipping, navigation and transport through 
mechanically propelled vessels. Prior to this Act there were five national waterways, 
each declared as such by their own separate legislation 

 On the eve of Christmas celebrations, international sand artist SudarsanPattnaik created 
the world's biggest sand Santa-face with the message "world peace" on the Puri beach 
of Odisha. The Santa face is 25 feet high and 50 feet wide and will be placed in the Limca 
Book of World Records. 

 Forbes has put top of its list of the year's top-grossing actors (2017), Vin Diesel, Dwayne 
Johnson and Gal Gadot. Film fans spent more money on tickets to see Vin Diesel, 
Dwayne Johnson and Gal Gadot than any other actors in 2017. 

 The top five top-grossing actors: 

 Vin Diesel ($1.6bn global box office takings from The Fate of the Furious &xXx: Return 
of Xander Cage) 

 Dwayne Johnson ($1.5bn - The Fate of the Furious, Baywatch &Jumanji: Welcome to 
the Jungle) 

 Gal Gadot ($1.4bn - Wonder Woman & Justice League) 

 Emma Watson ($1.3bn - Beauty and the Beast) 

 Johnny Depp ($1.1bn - Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales & Murder on 
the Orient Express) 

 Chennai's KavithaBharanidaran breaks Guinness World Record in five-day yoga 
marathon in Chennai. Bharanidaran, the mother of a 3-and-half-year-old, started on 
December 23 at 7 am and broke the record by doing the longest yoga marathon. 

 The book, DilliMeriDilli: Before and After 1998, is authored by Former chief minister 
Sheila Dikshit. 

 7th edition of ‘RashtriyaSanskriti Mahotsav-2018’ was held in Karnataka to celebrate 
the idea of unity in diversity. The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme was launched by 
the Prime Minister on 31st October, 2016 to promote engagement amongst the people of 
different states/UTs so as to enhance mutual understanding and bonding between people of 
diverse cultures, thereby securing stronger unity and integrity of India. 
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 4th International Conference on Dharma-Dhammawas held at Rajgir.The Conference is 
being organised by Nalanda University in collaboration with the Centre for Study of Religion 
and Society, India Foundation, and the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
with an aim to provide an opportunity to academics and policy makers from India and 
abroad to share ideas and build collaboration for a better world. 

  Americans once again are most likely to name Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton as 
the man and woman living anywhere in the world they admire most, as they have 
for the past 10 years.  

  Obama edges out Donald Trump, 17% to 14%, while Clinton edges out Michelle Obama, 
9% to 7%. 

 Arsenal fan Ranveer Singh appointed Premier League’s 1st brand ambassador in India. The 
English Premier League has formed an official partnership with Indian film actor Ranveer 
Singh. In this ambassadorial role, he will be working to support the League's 
community initiatives across India, promote fan events and share his passion for the 
game. 

 Third Science Film Festival of India was held at Goa.. The event is organized annually by 
VidnyanParishad, Goa, with an aim to boost the science film making culture of India. 

  President Ram NathKovind appointed BJP leader VinaySahasrabuddhe as the 
President of Indian Council of Cultural Relations. 

  ICCR, which was founded in 1950 by India's first Education Minister 
MaulanaAbulKalam Azad, who also served as its first President. 

  Former Presidents Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma and K.R. Narayanan, former Prime 
Ministers P.V. NarasimhaRao and AtalBihari Vajpayee have also held the post.  

  Liberians feted former football star George Weah's Presidential victory in the 
country's first democratic transfer of power in seven decades scarred by civil wars, 
political assassinations and an Ebola crisis. 

  Mr. Weah, idolised in Liberia as "Mister George", is set to replace Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
who took over in 2006 at the helm of the west African State founded by freed U.S. slaves. 

  He will be sworn in on January 22. 

  Acclaimed York-based scientist PratibhaLaxmanGai has been named for damehood, 
the female equivalent of a knighthood, leading a number of people of Indian-origin 
from various walks of life in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List 2018 released on 
December, 30th, 2017.  

  She has been honoured for “services to chemical sciences and technology” 

  She is the fourth Indian-origin woman conferred with the honour since it was instituted 
in 1917, following Maharani Lakshmi Devi of Dhar (1931), educationist 
AshaKhemka (2014) and medicine academic Parveen Kumar (2017). 

  The damehood and other honours will be conferred at the Buckingham Palace by Queen 
Elizabeth and other members of the royal family at various times in 2018. 

 8th edition of the Odissi International dance festival was held in Bhubaneswar that 
began at the Bhanja Kala Mandap. Odissiexponent ArunaMohanty performed traditional 
dance. 
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  The Sunburn Music Festival got into some trouble after a PIL was filed expressing an 
apprehension over liquor being served to minors. 

  It's a four-day electronic music festival that will be held from December 28 to December 
31 at Oxford Golf Resort in Pune's Lavale. 

  The PIL was dismissed by Bombay High Court after the Maharashtra government and 
the organisers assured it of measures to prevent minors from consuming alcohol at the 
event. 

 The Central Board of Secondary Education has tied up with the Ramakrishna mission to 
impart value education to its students and make them “awakened” citizens with values of 
peace, harmony, humility and cooperation. 

  Bihar fodder scam a. In 1997, Lalu Prasad had to resign as Chief Minister after 
being charged with involvement in a conspiracy to fraudulently withdraw money from 
the treasury to pay non-existent suppliers of livestock feed.  

  In 2013, he was sentenced to a five-year prison term in a case relating to the withdrawal 
of Rs 37 crorefrom the Chaibasa district treasury. He remains disqualified from 
electoral contest as a result of that conviction, although he was granted bail by the 
Supreme Court in December 2013.  

  His conviction again by a Central Bureau of Investigation court relates to withdrawals 
worth Rs 84.50 lakh between 1994 and 1996 from the Deogarh treasury (2nd 
Fodders Scam) 

 Maharashtra will be the first state to have the Transgender Welfare Board (TWB) and 
it will be funded by the Maharashtra government making a provision of Rs 5 crore for 
welfare of the community.  

  The Government has recently approved the setting up of new National Nutrition 
Mission (NNM) to address the problem of malnutrition in the country at a total cost 
of Rs. 9046.17 crore for a period of three years i.e. 2017-18 to 2019-20.  

  There is a provision for setting up of a National Council on India’s Nutritional Challenges 
under the Chairmanship of Vice-Chairman NITI Aayog. The Mission is to submit 
report to the Prime Minister every six months. 

 Odisha government should solve Mahanadi water sharing dispute with Chhattisgarh 
through dialogue, says Water Resource Minister as records show that moving a tribunal 
only delays a solution.Mahanadi river flows through the states of Chhattisgarh and 
Odisha. Government of Odishahas referred the matter to the tribunal under Inter-
State River Water Dispute Act, 1956 for adjudication of the matter. 

 Actor VarunDhawanhas become the youngest Bollywood actor to have a wax statue at 
Madame Tussauds in Hong Kong.  

  After Mumbai, a Delhi court has also declared beleaguered liquor baron Vijay 
Mallya an offender. Mallya has been accused of evading FERA (Foreign Exchange 
Regulation Act) violation case.  

  The Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA) was legislation passed in India in 1973 
that imposed strict regulations on certain kinds of payments, the dealings in foreign 
exchange (forex) and securities and the transactions which had an indirect impact on 
the foreign exchange and the import and export of currency.  
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  FERA was passed by the Indian Parliament in 1973 by the government of Indira 
Gandhi and came into force with effect from January 1, 1974. 

 In 2012, Colorado and Washington became the first States to legalise recreational 
marijuana. California joins a growing list of other States to permit recreational 
marijuana.  

 Bengaluru became the first Indian city to come up with a city-specific fire safety 
blueprint to be implemented over the next five years beginning this year. 

  Israel has filed notice to withdraw from the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) alongside the United States.Israel's withdrawal 
will take effect on December 31, 2018, the same date that the US ends its membership. 

  UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay 

  Israel is a member of UNESCO since 1949. 

  In May, a UNESCO resolution on Jerusalem strongly criticised Israel's occupation of 
East Jerusalem and its decision to grant full membership to Palestine in 2011. 

  In July, the UN body declared the Old City of Hebron in the occupied West Bank to be 
an endangered World Heritage site, prompting Netanyahu to announce a $1m 
funding cut to the UN, saying the UNESCO vote ignored Jewish ties to the site. 

  Israel has nine sites on UNESCO's World Heritage List, including the White City of 
Tel Aviv, the Incense Route along desert cities in the Negev, and the sites of human 
evolution at Mount Carmel. 

  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a 
specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) based in Paris. 

  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
accepted the “bird language” of Black Sea villagers as an endangered part of world 
heritage in need of urgent protection. 

  It is the unusual and very efficient whistle language used as a means of communication 
by villagers in the remote and mountainous northern Turkey. 

 The US has placed Pakistan on a special watch list for "severe violations" of religious 
freedom in accordance with the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998.The 
Department of State announced that the Secretary of State had re-designated Burma, 
China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan as Countries of Particular Concern (CPC) on December 22, 2017. 

 Jammikunta in Telanganahas become the first village to sing the national anthem 
every morning at 8 am. and now Bhanakpurwith a population of more than 5, 000 has 
become the second in the country and first in Haryana. 

 The South Central Railway (SCR) has become the first railway zone in the country to 
complete 100 per cent LED lighting at all the stations under its jurisdiction. 

 The Muthoot Group has appointed Amitabh Bachchan as brand ambassador to 
represent them in their national campaigns.  

 The Border Security Force (BSF) has launched "Operation Alert" along the over 200 
kilometer long International Border (IB) in Jammu and Kashmir to curb the increasing 
movement of infiltrating terrorists from across the border. 
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  The Miss Tibet beauty pageant, a contest held for the Tibetan community in India 
and involving a controversial bikini round, has been shifted to New York from 
Mcleodganj this year. 

  The contest, begun in 2002, aimed to empower Tibetan women in exile. It was 
much publicised in the international media and 15 editions of the event were held in the 
Himachal hill town.  

  The founder of the Miss Tibet pageant, LobsangWangyal, said the event was held with 
a single participant in 2003, 2005, 2013 and 2014. 

 'Bomb cyclone' hits U.S. East Coast energy, power supply :A severe winter storm froze 
pipes and disrupted services at refineries on the U.S. Atlantic coast.The storm was 
powered by a rapid plunge in barometric pressure that some weather forecasters 
referred to as bombogenesis or a “bomb cyclone, ” which brought high winds and swift, 
heavy snowfall. 

  Central Water Commission is preparing aSiangreport on theunusualdarkening of 
the Siang river in Arunachal Pradesh before blaming any man-made activity by 
China. 

  The Siang enters India from Tibet, where it flows for about 1, 500 km as the 
Tsangpo and becomes the Brahmaputra after it flows into Assam.  

  Reports have blamed tunnel construction by China in Tibet for the unusual 
darkening of the river and a surge in silt downstream. 

 The Kozhikode railway station in Kerala was ranked the best by travellers while the 
HazratNizamuddin was given the lowest ratings in terms of cleanliness, a survey by a 
app-based travel portal said. 

 Bollywood star Akshay Kumar is set to become the brand ambassador for the 
government's road safety awareness campaign.  

 A high level meeting was held between Union Minister for Railways and Coal, Shri 
Piyush Goyal and Chief Minister of Maharashtra, ShriDevendraFadnavisin Mumbai, to 
discuss the setting up of a massive rail coach factory in Latur, Maharashtra by Indian 
Railways. 

  CINEMA HALLS in Uttar Pradesh will soon display the newly-unveiled logo for 
Kumbh Mela, right after the National Anthem is played, to make youths understand the 
importance of the religious festival. 
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  The logo shows a group of sadhus taking a holy dip at the Sangam in Allahabad in 
the backdrop of temples and a Swastik symbol. The logo reads 
‘SarvasidhipradhKumbh’, meaning Kumbh is the provider of all accomplishments. 

  Prime Minister NarendraModi and cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar have emerged 
as the most popular parliamentarians in 2017 on the social networking platform 
Facebook. 

  PM Modi, who has more than 42 million likes on his page, was the most talked about 
LokSabha member, while Sachin Tendulkar, with a base of over 28 million likes, was 
the most popular RajyaSabha member 

 The book ‘Passport to Profits’ is written by Veteran investor Mark Mobius. 

 World Braille Day is celebrated every year on January 4th to commemorate the 
contribution of Louis Braille for blind people of the world. 

 Haryana become first state in the country to launch High-Risk Pregnancy (HRP) portal. 
It has been launched as part of the High Risk Pregnancy Policy of state implemented since 
November 2017. The policy aims at identifying 100% name-based high-risk pregnancy 
cases and ensuring their delivery by specialists at civil hospitals. It will track every high risk 
pregnant woman till 42 days after delivery, so that she receives adequate treatment 
during the ante-natal period for healthy outcome of pregnancy.  

 The 18th All India Whips’ Conference was held at Udaipur (City of Lakes), Rajasthan. 
The conference provides a platform to Whips of various political parties – ruling as well as 
opposition at the Centre as well as the States to exchange their views and experiences and 
discuss the challenges facing them in discharge of their Parliamentary duties and evolve 
norms for efficient working of parliamentary machinery. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) gave 
the green signal to the construction of a temple complex in the Hanumandhoka buffer 
zone, which falls in the Durbar Square, located in the Kathmandu Valley. 

 Maharashtra has been adjudged as among the best performing states in the digitisation 
of gram panchayats under the central government’s BharatNet project. The two-phase 
BharatNetprogramme uses optical fibres to enhance digital connectivity across gram 
panchayats. 

 The 1st PIO-Parliamentarian Conference was inaugurated by Prime Minister of India, 
ShriNarendraModiat New Delhi. The conference saw Rainbow of Parliamentarians of 
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Indian Origin from over 20 Democracies of the World who gathered to share 
Parliamentary best practices and mutually enrich each other with their experiences. The 
Prime Minister while addressing the conference said that PIOs (Persons of India Origin) 
are like permanent ambassadors of India and partners for India's development, who have an 
important position in the Action Agenda till 2020, drafted by the NITI Aayog. 

 Himmatpura, a tiny village in Punjab's Bathinda district, which has the fifth lowest sex ratio 
in the state, has started empowering women by displaying their names prominently 
outside their houses.Himmatpura may be the first village in Punjab to honour women 
in such a unique manner, but the practice was started in Haryana’s Bibipur village in 
July 2015. 

 The parliamentary standing committee on external affairs headed by ShashiTharoor 
has urged the government to facilitate the entry of Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) into 
foreign service in order to expand the country’s diplomatic corps. 

 China became Nepal’s second internet service provider, breaking India’s monopoly in 
providing internet access to the Himalayan Kingdom.The Hong Kong and Beijing based 
China Telecom Global (CTG) — a company formed in 2012 — has teamed up with Nepal 
Telecom to provide alternate cyber-connectivity to Nepal. 

 Counting of tigers would primarily be held through camera trap and pug mark method, 
the NTCA, for the first time, has introduced a App called Monitoring System for Tiger-
Intensive Protection and Ecological Status (M-STrIPES) to make the census error free. 

 The People's Liberation Army Navy commissioned a new missile frigate, named 'Rizhao', 
in a naval port in China's Dalian located in the Liaoning Province. Rizhao is China's 
indigenous missile frigate. It is 140-meter-long and 16-meter-wide with the capability to 
displace more than 4, 000 tonnes. Rizhao is equipped with an advanced weapon 
systems. It has the capability to attack enemy ships and submarines alone or along with 
other naval forces.  

 Bharti Airtel and Chinese telecom gear maker Huawei have successfully conducted 
India’s first 5G network trial under a test setup at the former’s network experience centre 
in Manesar, Gurgaon. 

 Scientists have unearthed thick and massive deposits of ice in some regions on Mars.The 
images taken by the High Resolution Imaging Science Experiment (HiRISE) camera 
aboard NASA's Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO) showed the three-dimensional 
structure of massive ice deposits on Mars. 

 Uttar Pradesh (UP) has become the first state in India where business and investment 
projects can now be cleared digitally, without any human interface. 

 A national historic park will be created in Atlanta to honour civil rights activist Martin 
Luther King Jr. An existing site commemorating King will be expanded to include the 
Prince Hall Masonic Temple. The temple served as the headquarters of an organisation 
once headed by King. The site currently includes King’s childhood home and a church. 
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 An annual survey by Gallup International has put Prime Minister Modi at number three 
among the global leaders. The top ranking in the survey went to German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, followed by French president Emmanuel Macron. 

 “ASH TRACK” has been launched by the Government to promote better management of 
thermal power plants’ by-product fly ash, which creates air pollution if it is not utilised 
quickly by manufacturing subsequent products such as cement or bricks. 

 Gujarat and the Centreare jointly developing the historical and ancient town 
ofVadnagar, Prime Minister NarendraModi’s birth place, as a major tourist hub. The town 
full of sites related to Hinduism and Buddhism is being showcased as a heritage destination. 

 As per Times Higher Education Asia University Rankings 2018, National University of 
Singapore is Asia's top university for the third year. Tezpur University in Assam has 
been ranked 100th in Asia in an annual universities ranking for the continent this year. 

 The theme for this year’s TajMahotsav will be centred around Lord Ram, rather than 
India's Mughal heritage.Theorganising committee, which has invited Governor Ram Naik 
and CM Yogi Adityanath to inaugurate the event, has said that the show would begin with a 
dance-based drama around Lord Ram. The Mahotsav will be held in Shilgram from 18 
to 27 February. 

 Starting July 1, all SIM-based M2M (machine-to-machine) communication devices will 
carry a 13-digit number, instead of the 10-digit number now. However, this is 
applicable only to numbers used by machines to communicate with other machines 
and not normal retail mobile numbers. 

 Telecom major Bharti Airtel was the first to begin the payments bank operations in 
November 2016. Aditya Birla Idea Payments Bank became the fourth such entity to 
begin operations since issuance of licenses to 11 firms by RBI in August 2015. 

 Maharashtra government is planning to establish India’s first gems and Jewellery Park 
in Navi Mumbai on the lines of the Shenzhen model in China at a cost of Rs 13, 500 
crore. 

MISCELLANEOUS SPORTS 

 Tayte Stefaniuk rides the winds: Taytestefaniuk of Canada won back to back in the 
Laser Radial category of the IndiaInternational Regatta off KrishnapatnamPort.His 
coach was Thomas Chaix. 
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 June 18: Pakistan vs. India: Pakistan defeats India to win cricket’s ICC Champions 
Trophy at the Oval in London by 180 runs. 

 August 27: Mayweather vs. McGregor: Former five-weight world boxing champion Floyd 
MayweatherJr., defeats MMA fighter Conor McGregor in his debut match in the 10th 
round in Las Vegas. 

 December 5: The International Olympic Committee bans Russia from participating in the 
2018 Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, citing state-sponsored doping in the previous 
games at Sochi. 

 P.V. Sindhu won her first silver medal in the world Badminton championship in 
Scotland. 

 G Lakshmanan became the first Indian athlete to win the 5000-10, 000 M double at the 
Asian championship in Bhubaneswar. 

 Aditi Ashok qualified for this season ending CME group tour golf championship in the 
LPGA, becoming the first from the country. 

 The duo of JituRai And HeenaSindhu won the mixed air pistol gold at the ISSF World 
Cup shooting finals in New Delhi. 

 The Indian Women’s Hockey Team won a Second Asian cup crown in Kakamighara, 
Japan 

 The trio of Trisha Deb, Lily ChanuPaonam and JyothiSurekhaVennam created history by 
becoming the first women’s compound team from India to reach the final of the World 
Archery Championshipsat Mexico City.Theywon silver. 

 K. Shrikanth set a record for Super Series titles, winning in Indonesia, Denmark, 
Australia and France. 

 The men’s hockey team won the Asia cup gold in Kaulalampur after a gap of a decade.  

 India won bronze medal at Hockey World League Final.It also claimed bronze at the 
HWL final in Bhubaneswar.Australia defeated Rio Olympics championsArgentina 2-1 in 
the final of the Hockey World League Final to win gold at Bhubaneswar on 10th December. 

 PankajAdvani added to his world title collection, triumphing at the IBSF World Billiards 
and Snooker Championship finals (both in Doha). 

 Golfer Shubankar Sharma Became the youngest Indian to claim victory on the 
European tour winning the Joburg open. 

 VishwanathanAnand won the World Rapid championship in Riyadh. 

 ViratKohli’s run tally in all three format this year is the third best ever, behind Kumar 
Sangakkara (2868 in 2014) and Ricky Ponting (2833 in 2005). 

 Golfer Shiv Kapur wins third Asian Tour title in Thailand to round off great 2017. Delhi 
golfer Shiv Kapurwaited almost 12 years before winning a second Asian Tour title in April, 
but has won two more since then, becoming the only player to win thrice on the continental 
tour. 

 Munro, with a rollicking 104 off 53 deliveries, became the first player to hit three 
centuries in international Twenty20 cricket as New Zealand posted an imposing 243 for 
five, their highest Twenty20 total. 
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  Egypt forward Mohamed Salah was named African Footballer of the Year for 2017, 
finishing ahead of his Liverpool team mateSadio Mane of Senegal and Gabon striker 
Pierre-EmerickAubameyang. 

  Salah is the second Egyptian to win the award after Mahmoud Al Khatib in 1983. 

 Petra Kvitova wins Qatar Open for 2nd straight title beating Garbine Muguruza in the 
Qatar Open final for her 13th straight win and second consecutive title. 
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QUESTION SET – 1 

 
1. Which state government has launched 

Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) 
project to promote organic farming?  

 [A] Punjab 
 [B] Himachal Pradesh  
 [C] West Bengal  
 [D] Assam 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Himachal Pradesh]  
 Explanation: Himachal Pradesh has 

launched Zero Budget Natural Farming 
(ZBNF) project to promote organic 
farming. The purpose of the project is to 
increase agriculture produce and the 
income of farmers by the year 2022. The 
ZBNF is a farming practice that believes in 
natural growth of crops without adding 
any fertilizers and pesticides or any other 
foreign elements.  

 
2. Which city is hosting the World Congress 

on Information Technology? 
 [A] Jaipur 
 [B] Patna 
 [C] Hyderabad 
 [D] New Delhi 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Hyderabad] 
 Explanation: The prestigious World 

Congress on Information Technology has 
started in Hyderabad on February 19, 
2018.  

 
3. The 2018 Data Privacy Day (DPD) is 

observed on which date?  
 [A] January 30  [B] January 31  
 [C] January 29  [D] January 28  
  
 Correct Answer: D [January 28] 
 Explanation: The Data Privacy Day (DPD) 

is observed every year on January 28. 
 
4. Which union minister has launched 2.8 

Peta Flops High Performance Computer 
(HPC) system ‘Mihir’?  

 [A] Arun Jaitley  
 [B] Suresh Prabhu  
 [C] Harsh Vardhan  
 [D] Nitin Gadkari  
  

 Correct Answer: C [Harsh Vardhan]  
 Explanation: Dr Harsh Vardhan, the 

Union Minister of Earth Sciences (MoES) , 
has launched a 2.8 Peta Flops capacity 
High Performance Computer (HPC) 
system ‘Mihir’ in Noida to improve India’s 
weather forecasting.  

  
5. Which country has become the world’s 

largest steel producer in 2017, as per 
latest report published by World Steel 
Association (WSA)? 

 [A] Japan  [B] India  
 [C] United States  [D] China  
 
 Correct Answer: D [China] 
 Explanation: China has remained the 

world’s largest steel producer in 2017 by 
producing 831.7 million tonnes (MT), 
according to a latest report published by 
World Steel Association (WSA). Japan has 
acquired 2nd position while India 
overtook the US to become the world’s 
3rd largest steel producer.  

  
6. What is the India’s rank in the 2017 EIU 

Global Democracy Index? 
 [A] 42nd  [B] 64th  
 [C] 33rd  [D] 21st  
  
 Correct Answer: A [42nd] 
 Explanation: India has been ranked 42nd 

out of 165 countries at the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU)’s annual Global 
Democracy Index due to rise of 
conservative religious ideologies and 
increase in vigilantism and violence 
against minorities as well as other 
dissenting voices. The EIU is the research 
and analysis division of the UK-based 
media behemoth “The Economist Group”. 
The list is topped by Norway, Iceland, 
Sweden, New Zealand and Denmark. 

 
7. In the Union Budget 2018, the Union 

government has announced to build a 
tunnel through the Sela Pass. The Sela 
pass is located in which state?  

 [A] Sikkim  [B] Arunachal Pradesh  
 [C] Manipur  [D] Himachal Pradesh  
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 Correct Answer: B [Arunachal Pradesh]  
 Explanation: The government plans to 

build a tunnel through the Sela Pass 
located at an elevation of 13,700 ft which 
will ensure faster movement of troops in 
Tawang, a strategically- located town in 
Arunachal Pradesh bordering China.  

  
8. Which country is the partner country at 

the 32nd Surajkund International Crafts 
Mela 2018?  

 [A] Uzbekistan  [B] Turkmenistan  
 [C] Kyrgyzstan  [D] Oman  
  
 Correct Answer: C [Kyrgyzstan]  
 Explanation: This year, Uttar Pradesh is 

the theme state and Kyrgyzstan is the 
Partner Nation.  

  
9. Which country has recently joined 

Ashgabat agreement?  
 [A] India  [B] China  
 [C] Israel  [D] Iraq  
 
 Correct Answer: A [India]  
 Explanation: India has recently joined 

Ashgabat Agreement. The Ashgabat 
agreement is a Multimodal transport 
agreement between Oman, Iran, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Pakistan and India. 

 
10. Which city is hosting the 2nd edition of 

Nobel Prize Series-India 2018?  
 [A] Panaji  [B] Chandigarh  
 [C] New Delhi  [D] Kochi  
 
 Correct Answer: A [Panaji]  
 Explanation: The 2nd edition of the Nobel 

Prize Series – India 2018 was inaugurated 
in Panaji, Goa on February 1, 2018. The 
theme of Nobel Prize Series – India 2018 
is “Science Impacts Lives”. The 1st edition 
of Nobel Prize Series-India was held in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat in January 2017 

  
11. The book “Exam Warriors” has been 

authored by which union minister?  
 [A] Piyush Goyal  
 [B] Maneka Gandhi  
 [C] Prakash Javadekar  
 [D] Narendra Modi  
 

 Correct Answer: D [Narendra Modi] 
 Explanation: The book “Exam Warriors” 

has been authored by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

 
12. Which country has launched the world’s 

longest zip line?  
 [A] Oman  [B] UAE  
 [C] France  [D] China  
 
 Correct Answer: B [UAE]  
 Explanation: The United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) has launched the world’s longest 
zip Line “Jebel Jais Flight” in Ras al-
Khaimah. It was recently awarded the 
Guinness World Record for world’s 
longest zip line. 

  
13. Which country’s team has won the 12th 

edition of ICC Under-19 Cricket World 
Cup 2018?  

 [A] Australia  
 [B] New Zealand  
 [C] West Indies  
 [D] India  
 
 Correct Answer: D [India]  
 Explanation: India has won the 12th 

edition of ICC Under-19 Cricket World 
Cup 2018 after defeating Australia in the 
final by eight wickets at bay oval at Mount 
Maunganui in New Zealand on February 3. 
With this win, India won ICC Under-19 
World Cup for the record fourth time.  

  
14. The Inland Waterways Authority of India 

(IWAI) has recently signed a project 
agreement with World Bank for Jal Marg 
Vikas Project (JMVP). It is signed for 
which river?  

 [A] Narmada  
 [B] Ganga  
 [C] Godavari  
 [D] Kaveri  
 
 Correct Answer: B [Ganga]  
 Explanation: The Inland Waterways 

Authority of India (IWAI) has signed a 
project agreement with the World Bank 
(WB) for Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) on 
Ganga to enhance navigation on National 
Waterway-1 from Varanasi to Haldia.  
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15. Which HRD Ministry-appointed 
committee is drafting new National 
Education Policy (NEP)?  

 [A] Ram Shanker Kureel committee  
 [B] K Kasturirangan committee  
 [C] V G S Rathore committee  
 [D] KJ Alphonse committee  
  
 Correct Answer: B [K Kasturirangan 

committee]  
 Explanation: The 9-member committee, 

headed by former ISRO chief K 
Kasturirangan, was constituted by the 
Union HRD Ministry to draft new National 
Education Policy (NEP) on June 2017. The 
existing NEP was framed in 1986 and 
revised in 1992. 

  
 16. Which union ministry has launched Green 

Good Deeds campaign?  
 [A] Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation  
 [B] Ministry of Women and Child 

Development  
 [C] Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare  
 [D] Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change  
  
 Correct Answer: D [Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change] 
 Explanation: The Union Ministry for 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
has launched people-oriented campaign 
“Green Good Deeds” to sensitize the 
people and students, in particular, about 
climate change and global warming the 
cause of the campaign.  

  
17. The unique, first-of-its-kind, floating 

market has come up in which city of West 
Bengal?  

 [A] Siliguri  
 [B] Jalpaiguri  
 [C] Kolkata  
 [D] Medinipur  
  
 Correct Answer: C [Kolkata]  
  Explanation: The unique, first-of-its-kind, 

floating market has come up in Patuli in 
Kolkata, West Bengal.  

  

18. Who has won the 2017 Laureus World 
Sportsman of the Year and Comeback of 
the Year awards?  

 [A] Roger Federer  
 [B] Virat Kohli  
 [C] M S Dhoni  
 [D] Cristiano Ronaldo  
 
  Correct Answer: A [Roger Federer] 
 Explanation: Roger Federer, 20-times 

Grand Slam champion, has won the 2017 
Laureus World Sportsman of the Year and 
Comeback of the Year awards at the 18th 
edition of the awards ceremony in 
Monaco.  

  
19. Vijayendra Saraswathi has become the 

70th Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti 
Peetam. The Hindu monastic institution is 
located in which state? 

 [A] Kerala  
 [B] Tamil Nadu  
 [C] Andhra Pradesh  
 [D] Karnataka  
 
 Correct Answer: B [Tamil Nadu] 
 Explanation: Vijayendra Saraswathi has 

become the 70th Sankaracharya of Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetam, traditionally referred 
to as Kamakshi, on 28th February 2018 
with the demise of Sri Jayendra Saraswati 
Swamiji. The Kanchipuram mutt is a 
Hindu monastic institution, located in 
Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu.  

  
20. What is the India’s rank in the 2018 

Inclusive Internet Index (III), which is 
recently released by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU)?  

 [A] 88th  
 [B] 47th  
 [C] 19th  
 [D] 24th  
 
 Correct Answer: B [47th]  
 Explanation: India has been ranked 47th 

out of 86 countries in the latest Inclusive 
Internet Index (III-2018) report, which 
was commissioned by Facebook and 
conducted by the Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU). The index is topped by the 
Sweden, followed by Singapore and the 
US.  
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21. The Union Government has launched 2nd 
project of Swajal Yojana in which state?  

 [A] Uttar Pradesh  [B] Rajasthan  
 [C] Chattisgarh  [D] Gujarat  
 
 Correct Answer: B [Rajasthan]  
 Explanation: The Union Ministry of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, has 
launched the 2nd project of Swajal Yojana 
at village Bhikampura, Karauli, Rajasthan. 
Swajal is a community owned drinking 
water programme for sustained drinking 
water supply.  

 
22. The Tamil Nadu government has tied up 

with which software company to 
accelerate cloud technology adoption?  

 [A] Alphabet  [B] Tata  
 [C] Infosys  [D] Microsoft  
 
 Correct Answer: D [Microsoft]  
 Explanation: The Tamil Nadu 

government has tied up with Microsoft to 
accelerate cloud technology adoption.  

 
23. Which state to launch cheap sanitary pad 

scheme “Asmita Yojana” for rural women?  
 [A] Punjab  [B] Haryana  
 [C] Maharashtra  [D] Rajasthan  
 
 Correct Answer: C [Maharashtra]  
 Explanation: The Maharashtra 

government will launch cheap sanitary 
pad scheme “Asmita Yojana” on the 
International Women’s Day for rural 
women.  

 
24. Which oil company to introduce Asia’s 

first large scale CO2 injection technique at 
Gandhar field?  
[A] Oil and Natural Gas Corporation  
[B] Indian Oil Corporation Limited  
[C] Hindustan Petroleum Corporation 

Limited  
[D] Bharat Petroleum Corporation 

Limited  
 
 Correct Answer: A [Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation]  
 Explanation: The Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC) will soon launch 
Asia’s first large scale CO2-injected 
project in its Gandhar oil field in Gujarat. 

25. India and which country has recently 
signed pact to avoid double taxation & to 
prevent fiscal evasion?  

 [A] Israel  [B] Myanmar  
 [C] Iran  [D] Sri Lanka  
 
 Correct Answer: C [Iran]  
 Explanation: India and Iran has recently 

signed Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreement (DTAA) and the Prevention of 
Fiscal Evasion with respect to taxes on 
income in New Delhi.  

 
26. Which country has been elected as the 

vice-president of the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF)?  

 [A] India  [B] China  
 [C] Japan  [D] Indonesia  
 
 Correct Answer: B [China]  
 Explanation: China has been elected as 

the vice-president of the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) at the plenary meeting 
in Paris on February 23, 2018. In its 
plenary meeting, the FATF placed 
Pakistan under “grey list”. The FATF was 
set up in 1989 with the primary goal of 
setting standards to combat money 
laundering, but in 2001 its mandate was 
expanded to include countering terror 
financing. It can take action such as 
financial restrictions against any country. 

 
27. Who has created history by becoming the 

first Indian gymnast to win an individual 
medal at the 2018 Gymnastics World Cup.  

 [A] Kochi  
 [B] Hyderabad  
 [C] Chennai  
 [D] Kolkata  
 
 Correct Answer: B [Hyderabad]  
 Explanation: Aruna Budda Reddy, who 

hails from Hyderabad, has competed at 
the 2018 Gymnastics World Cup and 
created history after becoming the first 
Indian gymnast to win a medal in an 
individual event at the Gymnastics World 
Cup by claiming a bronze medal in the 
women’s individual vault event at Hisense 
Arena in Melbourne, Australia on 
February 24, 2018.  
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28. India will co-host the first International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) summit with which 
country? 

 [A] France  
 [B] Germany  
 [C] Japan  
 [D] Canada  
 
 Correct Answer: A [France]  
 Explanation: India and France will co-

host will co-host the first International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) summit in New Delhi 
on 11th March 2018, where at least 10 
heads of state are expected to be present.  

 
29. What is the India’s rank in the global 

Corruption Perception Index (CPI) for 
2017, which is recently released by the 
Transparency International (TI)?  

 [A] 76th  
 [B] 93rd  
 [C] 55th  
 [D] 81st  
 
 Correct Answer: D [81st]  
 Explanation: India has been ranked 81st 

out of 180 countries in the global 
Corruption Perception Index (CPI) for 
2017, released by Transparency 
International (TI), which named the 
country among the “worst offenders” in 
terms of graft and press freedom in the 
Asia Pacific region.  

 
30. Which state government has officially 

launched Parivartan scheme – Cleanliness 
& Pollution Free Drive? 

 [A] Haryana  
 [B] Uttar Pradesh  
 [C] Chattisgarh  
 [D] Madhya Pradesh  
 
 Correct Answer: A [Haryana]  
 Explanation: The Haryana government 

has officially launched the Parivartan 
scheme, which is designed to address 10 
issues including cleanliness and pollution, 
in 46 developmental blocks of the state. 
This is a unique scheme in order to ensure 
that the benefit of all government scheme 
must reach the people.  

 

31. Avani Chaturvedi has become the first 
Indian woman to fly fighter aircraft solo. 
She hails from which state?  

 [A] Gujarat  
 [B] Himachal Pradesh  
 [C] Madhya Pradesh  
 [D] Rajasthan  
 
 Correct Answer: C [Madhya Pradesh] 
 Explanation: Flying officer Avani 

Chaturvedi from Madhya Pradesh has 
scripted history by becoming the first 
Indian woman to fly a fighter aircraft solo. 
She flew a MiG-21 bison in her first solo 
sortie from IAF’s Jamnagar base in Gujarat 
on February 19.  

 
32. The 6th edition of annual joint military 

exercise ‘Garuda Shakti-2018’ has started 
between India and which country?  

 [A] Indonesia  
 [B] Brazil  
 [C] Sri Lanka  
 [D] Myanmar  
 
 Correct Answer: A [Indonesia]  
 Explanation: The 6th edition of annual 

joint military exercise ‘Garuda Shakti-
2018’ has started between Indian and 
Indonesian Army in Bandung, Indonesia 
on February 19, 2018.  

 
33. Which state government has recently 

made vaccinations compulsory for school 
admissions?  

 [A] Karnataka  
 [B] Punjab  
 [C] Uttar Pradesh  
 [D] Kerala  
 
 Correct Answer: D [Kerala]  
 Explanation: The Kerala government has 

recently made vaccination compulsory for 
school admissions to Class 1 from the 
2018-’19 academic year.  

 
34. Which country has recently declared to 

impose a ‘carbon tax’ from 2019 to cut its 
greenhouse gas emissions?  

 [A] India  
 [B] Singapore  
 [C] Malaysia  
 [D] Japan  
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 Correct Answer: B [Singapore]  
 Explanation: The Singapore government 

will impose a ‘carbon tax’ from 2019 to 
cut its greenhouse gas emissions and 
make companies more competitive as 
global agreements on climate change take 
effect.  

 
35. Which country is hosting the 22nd edition 

of the World Congress on Information 
Technology (WCIT-2018)?  

 [A] Brazil  [B] United States  
 [C] India  [D] Japan  
 
 Correct Answer: C [India]  
 Explanation: The 22nd edition of the 

World Congress on Information 
Technology (WCIT-2018) has been 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi through a video conference in 
Hyderabad on Feb 19, which will continue 
till Feb 21.  

 
36. Which telecom company has signed pact 

with Japan’s NTT AT for futuristic 
technologies & 5G test?  

 [A] Vodafone  [B] Idea  
 [C] Reliance  [D] BSNL  
 
 Correct Answer: D [BSNL]  
 Explanation: State-owned telecom firm 

BSNL and Japan’s NTT AT along with their 
Indian partner Virgo Corps, have signed a 
MoU (memorandum of understanding) to 
collaborate in futuristic technologies such 
as artificial intelligence / IoT and jointly 
create a 5G test bedan agreement to 
collaborate in developing futuristic 
technologies.  

 
37. Which city is hosting the 2018 Sanskriti 

Mahotsav ‘Swachhagrah – Bapu ko 
Kaaryaanjali”?  

 [A] Hyderabad  [B] Varanasi  
 [C] Patna  [D] Shillong  
 
 Correct Answer: B [Varanasi]  
 Explanation: The Sanskriti Mahotsav 

“Swachhagrah – Bapu ko Kaaryaanjali” 
has started at the Man Mandir Ghat and 
Assi Ghat in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh on 
February 21, 2018. 

 

38. Which state government has launched 
DASTAK campaign to eradicate deadly 
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) and 
Japanise Encephalitis (JE) disease? 

 [A] Uttar Pradesh 
 [B] Madhya Pradesh 
 [C] Andhra Pradesh 
 [D] Himachal Pradesh 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Uttar Pradesh] 
 Explanation: The Uttar Pradesh has 

launched massive door to door campaign 
DASTAK in association with UNICEF to 
eradicate deadly Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome (AES) and Japanese 
Encephalitis (JE) disease in the state.  

 
39. Zhang Beiwen has won the 4th edition of 

India Open Badminton tournament 2018. 
She hails from which country? 

 [A] Germany [B] United States 
 [C] Thailand [D] France 
 
 Correct Answer: B [United States] 
 Explanation: Zhang Beiwen, a 

professional badminton player from 
America, has won the 4th edition of India 
Open Badminton tournament 2018 in 
New Delhi on February 4, 2018. 

 
40. Michael N Hall has been chosen for the 

2018 Genome Valley Excellence Award of 
Telangana. He hails from which country? 

 [A] United States [B] France 
 [C] Switzerland [D] Japan 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Switzerland] 
 Explanation: Eminent molecular biologist 

Professor Michael N Hall of the 
Biozentrum University of Basel, 
Switzerland, has been chosen for the 2018 
Genome Valley Excellence Award for his 
pioneering work in discovering the 
nutrient-activated TOR (Target of 
Rapamycin) proteins and their central 
role in the metabolic control of cell 
growth. 

 
41. Which country has successfully launched 

the world’s smallest rocket to carry tiny 
satellite into orbit? 

 [A] China [B] Japan 
 [C] Australia [D] South Africa 
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 Correct Answer: B [Japan] 
 Explanation: The Japan Aerospace 

Exploration Agency (JAXA) has 
successfully launched the world’s smallest 
rocket with the ability to put a tiny 
satellite into orbit. The experimental SS-
520 sounding rocket lifted off from the 
Uchinoura Space Center.  

 
42. Which online security campaign has been 

launched by Google India to safeguard 
internet users? 

 [A] #SecureInternetKiya 
 [B] #OnlineSecurityKiya 
 [C] #InternetSafetyKiya 
 [D] #SecurityCheckKiya 
 
 Correct Answer: D [#SecurityCheckKiya] 
 Explanation: Google has launched new 

online security campaign 
#SecurityCheckKiya in India to promote 
security awareness among general public. 
The purpose of the campaign is to protect 
young and first-time web users from 
account hijacking, safeguard Android 
devices from malicious apps and secure 
all their personal data if they lose their 
device. 

 
43. Who has won the ‘Times Power Women of 

the Year 2017’– Pune for Global PR 
award? 

 [A] Pooja Chopra 
 [B] Sonali Kulkarni 
 [C] Shabnam Asthana 
 [D] Niharika Kumari 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Shabnam Asthana] 
 Explanation: Shabnam Asthana, an Indian 

public relations expert, speaker, and 
entrepreneur, has been honoured with the 
‘Times Power Women of the Year 2017’- 
Pune for Global PR. 

 
44. Who has been sworn-in as the new 

Chairman of the Federal Reserve? 
 [A] Jerome H Powell 
 [B] Janet Yellen 
 [C] Ben Bernanke 
 [D] Randal K. Quarles 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Jerome H Powell] 

 Explanation: Jerome Hayden Powell has 
been sworn-in as the new Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve for a four-year term on 
February 5, 2018. The oath was 
administered by Vice Chairman Randal K. 
Quarles in the Board Room. He succeeded 
Janet Yellen, the first woman to lead the 
US central bank in its 100-year history. 

 
45. Which state hosted the first-ever Pelican 

Bird Festival-2018? 
 [A] Karnataka 
 [B] Andhra Pradesh 
 [C] Kerala 
 [D] Tamil Nadu 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Andhra Pradesh] 
 Explanation: The first-ever Pelican Bird 

Festival-2018 was held at the Atapaka 
Bird Sanctuary on Kolleru lake in Andhra 
Pradesh on February 4, 2018.  

 
46. Which Indian airport has become the 

world’s busiest single-runway airport? 
 [A] Indira Gandhi International Airport 
 [B] Rajiv Gandhi International Airport 
 [C] Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

International airport 
 [D] Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

International Airport 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj International airport] 
 Explanation: The Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj International airport has become 
the world’s busiest single-runway airport, 
after creating a new world record for 
single-runway operations by handling 980 
arrivals and take-offs in 24 hours, or 
almost one flight every minute on January 
20, 2018. 

 
47. The Ministry of Railways has signed MoU 

with which Union Ministry to augment 
services in Railway hospitals? 

 [A] Ministry of Women and Child 
Development 

 [B] Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation 

 [C] Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment 

 [D] Ministry of AYUSH 
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 Correct Answer: D [Ministry of AYUSH] 
 Explanation: The Ministry of Railways 

has signed MoU with Ministry of AYUSH in 
New Delhi on February 6, 2018 to 
augment Ayush services in Railway 
hospitals i.e. New Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Chennai and Guwahati.  

 
48. What is the theme of the 2018 World 

Wetland Day (WWD)? 
 [A] Wetlands and Tourism 
 [B] Wetlands for our Future – Sustainable 

Livelihoods 
 [C] Forests and Wetlands 
 [D] Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban 

Future 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Wetlands for a 

Sustainable Urban Future] 
 Explanation: The World Wetlands Day 

(WWD) is observed every year on 
February 2 to mark the adoption of the 
Convention on Wetlands in the city of 
Ramsar in Iran in 1971. The 2018 theme 
is “Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban 
Future”. 

 
49. Which committee has been constituted by 

Union Government to expedite capital 
acquisition for Armed Forces 
modernisation? 

 [A] Rabindra Thapa committee 
 [B] Vinay Sheel Oberoi committee 
 [C] Vijayan Kumar committee 
 [D] Narendra Singh committee 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Vinay Sheel Oberoi 

committee] 
 Explanation: Nirmala Sitharaman, the 

Union Defence Minister, has constituted a 
13-member advisory committee to 
monitor and expedite capital acquisition 
projects for the modernization of the 
armed forces. The committee will 
undertake an independent review and 
check the status of ongoing critical 
projects worth more than Rs 500 crore 

 
50. Which country has become the world’s 

first country to repeal same-sex marriage? 
 [A] Greece [B] Portugal 
 [C] South Africa [D] Bermuda 
 

 Correct Answer: D [Bermuda] 
 Explanation: Bermuda has become the 

world’s first country to legalise and then 
repeal same-sex marriage. The governor 
of the British island territory John Rankin 
approved a bill reversing the right of gay 
couples to marry, despite 2017 Supreme 
Court ruling that authorized same-sex 
marriage. 

 
51. NCERT has collaborated with which 

internet company to teach students digital 
safety? 

 [A] Microsoft [B] Twitter 
 [C] Facebook [D] Google 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Google] 
 Explanation: The National Council of 

Educational Research and Training 
(NCERT) has signed a pact with Google to 
integrate a course on ‘Digital Citizenship 
and Safety’ in information and 
communication technology curriculum.  

 
52. Who has become the world’s first female 

cricketer to take 200 wickets in One-Day 
Internationals (ODI)? 

 [A] Jhulan Goswami 
 [B] Veda Krishnamurthy 
 [C] Smriti Mandhana 
 [D] Neetu David 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Jhulan Goswami] 
 Explanation: Jhulan Goswami, India’s 

veteran pacer, has become the first female 
cricketer in the world to take 200 wickets 
in One-Day Internationals (ODI) cricket.  

 
53. According to Prime Minister’s Research 

Fellows scheme, how many meritorious 
students of B. Tech and M. Tech to get 
fellowship every year? 

 [A] 2000 [B] 2500 
 [C] 1000 [D] 1500 
 
 Correct Answer: C [1000] 
 Explanation: As per Prime Minister’s 

Research Fellows scheme, the Union 
Government will give fellowships to 1,000 
meritorious students of B. Tech and M. 
Tech every year. The fellowship amount 
will be Rs. 70 to 80 thousand per month 
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54. Which city to host the 6th World 
Government Summit (WGS-2018)? 

 [A] New Delhi 
 [B] Kathmandu 
 [C] Colombo 
 [D] Dubai 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Dubai] 
 Explanation: The 6th edition of World 

Government Summit (WGS) 2018 will be 
held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) from February 11 to 13.  

 
55. Which state has topped the Health Index 

progressive report, which is recently 
released by NITI Aayog? 

 [A] Punjab 
 [B] Kerala 
 [C] Uttar Pradesh 
 [D] Tamil Nadu 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Kerala] 
 Explanation: Kerala has topped the list of 

larger states on overall health 
performance in the Health Index report 
released by Niti Aayog while Uttar 
Pradesh appeared at the bottom among 
larger states in terms of overall 
performance.  

 
56. Who has been appointed as the first 

independent female director of 
International Cricket Council (ICC)? 

 [A] Indra Nooyi 
 [B] Archana Bhargava 
 [C] Tulasi Munda 
 [D] Tulasi Munda 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Indra Nooyi] 
 Explanation: Indra Nooyi, the PepsiCo 

Chairman and CEO, has been appointed to 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
Board as its first independent female 
director.  

 
57. What is the India’s rank in the 2018 

Intellectual Property Index (IPI), which is 
released by U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Global Innovation Policy Center (GIPC)? 

 [A] 46th 
 [B] 44th 
 [C] 45th 
 [D] 47th 

 Correct Answer: B [44th] 
 Explanation: India has been ranked 44th 

out of 50 countries in the 6th edition of 
Intellectual Property Index (IPI-2018), 
which is released by U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Global Innovation Policy 
Center (GIPC). The United States has 
topped the list, followed by the U.K and 
Sweden. 

 
58. The Academy of Scientific and Innovative 

Research (AcSIR) is located in which city? 
 [A] New Delhi 
 [B] Chennai 
 [C] Jaipur 
 [D] Lucknow 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Chennai] 
 Explanation: The Academy of Scientific 

and Innovative Research (AcSIR) is an 
Indian institute of national importance, 
headquartered at the CSIR Campus in 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu.  

 
59. Which city is hosting the 2018 

International Conference on Unani 
Medicine? 

 [A] New Delhi 
 [B] Burhanpur 
 [C] Patna 
 [D] Kochi 
 
 Correct Answer: A [New Delhi] 
 Explanation: The 2018 International 

Conference on Unani Medicine will be 
held in New Delhi on November 10, 2018 

 
60. Which Indian personality has been 

conferred the ‘Grand Collar of the State of 
Palestine’? 

 [A] Sushma Swaraj 
 [B] Lata Mangeshkar 
 [C] Narendra Modi 
 [D] Amitabh Bachchan 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Narendra Modi] 
 Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has been conferred with the ‘Grand 
Collar of the State of Palestine’ by 
President Mahmoud Abbas for his key 
contribution to promote relations 
between India and Palestine.  
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61. Which railway zone has become the first 
Rail Zone in India with 100% LED 
Lighting at railway stations? 

 [A] North Eastern Railway 
 [B] South Central Railway 
 [C] South Western Railway 
 [D] North Central Railway 
 
 Correct Answer: B [South Central 

Railway] 
 Explanation: The South Central Railway 

(SCR) has become the first railway zone in 
India to complete 100% LED lighting at all 
the 733 stations under its jurisdiction.  

 
62. The 2018 National Unani Day (NUD) is 

celebrated on which date in India? 
 [A] February 10 
 [B] February 13 
 [C] February 12 
 [D] February 11 
 
 Correct Answer: D [February 11] 
 Explanation: The National Unani Day 

(NUD) is celebrated every year on 11th 
February to mark the birth anniversary of 
great Unani researcher Haqim Ajmal 
Khan.  

 
63. Which state government has launched 

DASTAK campaign to eradicate deadly 
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) and 
Japanise Encephalitis (JE) disease? 

 [A] Uttar Pradesh 
 [B] Madhya Pradesh 
 [C] Andhra Pradesh 
 [D] Himachal Pradesh 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Uttar Pradesh] 
 Explanation: The Uttar Pradesh has 

launched massive door to door campaign 
DASTAK in association with UNICEF to 
eradicate deadly Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome (AES) and Japanese 
Encephalitis (JE) disease in the state.  

 
64. The 2018 National Productivity Day 

(NPD) is observed on which date in India? 
 [A] February 09 
 [B] February 12 
 [C] February 11 
 [D] February 10 
 

 Correct Answer: B [February 12] 
 Explanation: The National Productivity 

Council (NPC) is observing National 
Productivity Day (NPD) on 12th February 
2018, and National Productivity Week till 
18th February. It is the 60th Anniversary 
of the National Productivity Council (NPC) 
and is being celebrated as Diamond 
Jubilee Year. 

 
65. Under whose chairmanship the 4th 

meeting of Economic Advisory Council to 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM) held in New 
Delhi? 

 [A] Narendra Modi 
 [B] Arun Jaitley 
 [C] Arvind Panagariya 
 [D] Bibek Debroy 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Bibek Debroy] 
 Explanation: The 4th meeting of the 

Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister (EAC-PM) was held in New Delhi 
on February 12, 2018 under the 
chairmanship of Dr Bibek Debroy.  

 
66. Which Indian swimmer has become the 

first Asian to swim across Ocean Seven? 
 [A] Bhakti Sharma 
 [B] Ashwin Menon 
 [C] Rehan Poncha 
 [D] Rohan More 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Rohan More] 
 Explanation: Rohan More, the Pune-

based Indian long-distance swimmer, has 
become the first Asian and the youngest 
person in the world to swim across the 
Ocean Seven.  

 
67. Kishan Gangolli has won the 13th edition 

of National Chess Championship for blind. 
He hails from which state? 

 [A] Karnataka [B] Odisha 
 [C] West Bengal [D] Assam 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Karnataka] 
 Explanation: Defending champion Kishan 

Gangolli from Karnataka has won the 13th 
edition of the National ‘A’ Chess 
Championship for the blind in Mumbai on 
February 12, 2018.  
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68. The first-of-its-kind Centre for learning 
Sanskrit language has come up in which 
city? 

 [A] Chennai 
 [B] Ahmedabad 
 [C] Delhi 
 [D] Patna 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Ahmedabad] 
 Explanation: Rajnath Singh, the Union 

Home Minister, has launched the Centre 
for learning Sanskrit language in Gujarat 
University in Ahmedabad on February 10, 
2018.  

 
69. Which union minister has released India’s 

first-ever Highway Capacity Manual 
(Indo-HCM) in New Delhi? 

 [A] Arun Jaitley 
 [B] Nitin Gadkari 
 [C] Maneka Gandhi 
 [D] Narendra Modi 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Nitin Gadkari] 
 Explanation: The Minister of Road 

Transport & Highways, Shipping and 
Water Resources, River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation Nitin Gadkari has 
released India’s first-ever Highway 
Capacity Manual (Indo-HCM) in New Delhi 
on February 12, 2018.  

 
70. Who has been honored with the 2018 

Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African 
Leadership? 

 [A] Hifikepunye Pohamba 
 [B] Pedro Pires 
 [C] Joaquim Chissano 
 [D] Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Ellen Johnson Sirleaf] 
 Explanation: Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 

former Liberian President, has been 
honored with the 2018 Ibrahim Prize for 
Achievement in African Leadership for 
excellence in African leadership.  

 
71. Who has become the first Indian golfer to 

qualify for the China Ladies PGA Tour? 
 [A] Vani Kapoor 
 [B] Gaurika Bishnoi 
 [C] Sharmila Nicollet 
 [D] Saaniya Sharma 

 Correct Answer: C [Sharmila Nicollet] 
 Explanation: Sharmila Nicollet from 

Bengaluru has become the first Indian 
golfer to qualify for the China Ladies PGA 
Tour. 

 
72. Which Indian city has been named in the 

list of 15 wealthiest cities globally, as per 
latest report by New World Wealth? 

 [A] Delhi 
 [B] Hyderabad 
 [C] Mumbai 
 [D] Chennai 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Mumbai] 
 Explanation: India’s financial capital 

Mumbai, with a total wealth of $950 
billion, has been named 12th wealthiest 
city among the top 15 wealthiest cities 
globally.  

 
73. The celebration of 70 years of India-

Russia Agricultural Relations has held in 
which state? 

 [A] Rajasthan 
 [B] Uttar Pradesh 
 [C] Madhya Pradesh 
 [D] Assam 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Rajasthan] 
 Explanation: India and Russia has 

celebrated 70 years of bilateral relations 
in the field of agriculture at Suratgarh in 
Rajasthan on February 14, 2018.  

 
74. Which country to host the 8th edition of 

Theatre Olympics 2018? 
 [A] Russia [B] Brazil 
 [C] India [D] China 
 
 Correct Answer: C [India] 
 Explanation: India will host the 8th 

edition of Theatre Olympics in New Delhi 
from February 17 with theme “Flag of 
friendship”, which will continue till 8th of 
April.  

 
75. Which of the following is the India’s first 

online radio station? 
 [A] Radio Sansar 
 [B] Radio Umang 
 [C] Radio Aadhaar 
 [D] Radio Teacap 
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 Correct Answer: B [Radio Umang] 
 Explanation: India’s first online radio 

station “Radio Umang” has launched on 
2018 World Radio Day themed around 
peace, humanity and hope.  

 
76. The world’s tallest hotel ‘Gevora’ has 

opened in which city? 
 [A] Paris [B] Beijing 
 [C] Tokyo [D] Dubai 
 
 Correct Answer: D [Dubai] 
 Explanation: The world’s tallest hotel 

‘Gevora’ has opened in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on February 11, 2018.  

 
77. Which country to host 2018 Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit? 
 [A] China [B] India 
 [C] Kazakhstan [D] Tajikistan 
 
 Correct Answer: A [China] 
 Explanation: The 18th Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO-2018) will 
be hosted by China in the city of Qingdao 
in June, 2018.  

 
78. Who has been sworn-in as new President 

of South Africa? 
 [A] Cyril Ramaphosa 
 [B] Kgalema Motlanthe 
 [C] Cyilmso Motlanthe 
 [D] David Mabuza 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Cyril Ramaphosa] 
 Explanation: Cyril Ramaphosa, head of 

the ruling African National Congress 
(ANC), has been sworn-in as the new 
President of South Africa on 15 February 
2018.  

 
79. Which city is hosting the India’s first-ever 

radio festival? 
 [A] New Delhi [B] Pune 
 [C] Mumbai [D] Kanpur 
 
 Correct Answer: A [New Delhi] 
 Explanation: India’s first-ever radio 

festival has started at the UNESCO House 
in New Delhi on February 15, 2018 to 
mark World Radio Day (WRD-2018).  

 

80. Who has been sworn-in as the new Prime 
Minister of Nepal? 

 [A] Sushil Koirala 
 [B] Sher Bahadur Deuba 
 [C] KP Sharma Oli 
 [D] Khil Raj Regmi 
 
 Correct Answer: C [KP Sharma Oli] 
 Explanation: Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, 

the chairperson of Communist Party of 
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) , has 
been sworn-in as the 41st Prime Minister 
of Nepal, after his Left alliance routed the 
ruling Nepali Congress in the country’s 
historic parliamentary and local polls.  

 
81. Which country to host the World 

Sustainable Development Summit – 2018? 
 [A] South Africa [B] Nepal 
 [C] Brazil [D] India 
 
 Correct Answer: D [India] 
 Explanation: The World Sustainable 

Development Summit – 2018 will be held 
in New Delhi on February 16.  

 
82. Which state has become the India’s first 

state to opt out of the National Health 
Protection Scheme “Modi Care”? 

 [A] Karnataka [B] Punjab 
 [C] West Bengal [D] Kerala 
 
 Correct Answer: C [West Bengal] 
 Explanation: West Bengal has become the 

first Indian state to opt out of the National 
Health Protection Scheme (NHPS) 
“Modicare”, which was unveiled in the 
Union Budget 2018.  

 
83. The world’s first autonomous pods has 

launched in which city? 
 [A] Berlin [B] Dubai 
 [C] Paris [D] New York 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Dubai] 
 Explanation: The Roads and Transport 

Authority (RTA) of Dubai has launched 
the test of the world’s first autonomous 
pods at the World Government Summit 
(WGS) in Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on February 11, 2018. 
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84. The India-Russia Agriculture Business 
Summit 2018 was held in which city? 

 [A] New Delhi 
 [B] Pune 
 [C] Bhopal 
 [D] Jaipur 
 
 Correct Answer: A [New Delhi] 
 Explanation: The India-Russia 

Agriculture Business Summit 2018 was 
held in New Delhi on February 13.  

 
85. Which Indian app has won the best Best 

M-Govt Service Award at 2018 World 
Government Summit 2018? 

 [A] Paytm app 
 [B] Tele-Law app 
 [C] Umang App 
 [D] mAadhaar app 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Umang App] 
 Explanation: India’s Umang App has won 

the Best M-Government Service award in 
the Accessible Government category while 
Aadhaar won the best emerging 
technology award at the recently 
concluded 6th edition of the World 
Government Summit 2018 in Dubai, 
where India had the status of ‘Guest of 
Honour’ country.  

 
86. Who will be the new Chairman of the 

Indian Council of Historical Research 
(ICHR)? 

 [A] Arvind P. Jamkhedkar 
 [B] Achala Moulik 
 [C] Shereen Ratnagar 
 [D] P. V. Parabrahma Sastry 
 
 Correct Answer: A [Arvind P. 

Jamkhedkar] 
 Explanation: Archaeologist and historian 

Arvind P. Jamkhedkar will be the new 
Chairman of the Indian Council of 
Historical Research (ICHR).  

 
87. Which state to have India’s first artificial 

intelligence centre? 
 [A] Andhra Pradesh 
 [B] Maharashtra 
 [C] Kerala 
 [D] Tamil Nadu 
 

 Correct Answer: B [Maharashtra] 
 Explanation: India’s first Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) centre will be set up by 
the Maharashtra Government in Mumbai. 

 
88. The Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and 

UK’s Natural History Museum (NHM) have 
signed pact for cooperation in the field of 
genetic/taxonomic studies. Where is the 
headquarters of BSI? 

 [A] Pune 
 [B] Kochi 
 [C] Kolkata 
 [D] Chennai 
 
 Correct Answer: C [Kolkata] 
 Explanation: The headquarters of BSI is 

located in Kolkata, West Bengal. 
 
89. What is the theme of the World Day of 

Social Justice 2018? 
 [A] Preventing conflict and sustaining 

peace through decent work 
 [B] Workers on the Move: the Quest for 

Social Justice 
 [C] Promote global justice & poverty 

eradication 
 [D] A Just Transition – environmentally 

sustainable economies and societies 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Workers on the 

Move: the Quest for Social Justice] 
 Explanation: The World Day of Social 

Justice is observed every year on 
February 20 to recognize the need to 
promote efforts to tackle issues such as 
poverty, exclusion and unemployment. 
The 2018 theme is “Workers on the Move: 
the Quest for Social Justice 

 
90. Which city is hosting the National 

conference on doubling farmers income? 
 [A] Hyderabad 
 [B] New Delhi 
 [C] Kochi 
 [D] Chennai 
 
 Correct Answer: B [New Delhi] 
 Explanation: The National conference on 

“Agriculture 2022- Doubling Farmers’ 
Income” has started at National 
Agriculture Science Complex (NASC) in 
New Delhi on February 19, 2018.  
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91. Which city is hosting the regional 
conference of southern states on water 
resources? 

 [A] Hyderabad [B] Thiruvananthapuram 
 [C] Kochi [D] Chennai 
 

 Correct Answer: A [Hyderabad] 
 Explanation: The Union Water Resources 

ministry is holding the regional 
conference of southern states in 
Hyderabad on February 20, 2018 to 
resolve the pending inter-state water 
issues.  

 

92. Which committee has been constituted by 
the Union Government to study 
Brahmaputra and flood control measures 
in Assam? 

 [A] Rajiv Kumar committee 
 [B] Prithvi Gupta committee 
 [C] Nishal Jain committee 
 [D] Kirti Kumar committee 
 

 Correct Answer: A [Rajiv Kumar 
committee] 

 Explanation: The Union Government has 
constituted a committee headed by Rajiv 
Kumar, the Vice Chairman of the NITI 
Aayog, to study the Brahmaputra and 
flood control measures in Assam and 
neighboring states. 

 

93. The UK – India Joint research projects on 
clean water & energy has launched in 
which city? 

 [A] Pune [B] Jaipur 
 [C] New Delhi [D] Bhopal 
 

 Correct Answer: C [New Delhi] 
 Explanation: The UK – India Joint 

research projects on ‘Water Quality 
Research’ and ‘Energy Demand Reduction 
in Built Environment’ were launched in 
New Delhi on February 20, 2018.  

 

94. Which film has won the best film award at 
the 71st British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts (BAFTA) Awards? 

 [A] The Shape of Water 
 [B] Call Me by Your Name 
 [C] Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 

Missouri 
 [D] Darkest Hour 
 

 Correct Answer: C [Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri] 

 Explanation: Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri has won the best film 
award at the 71st British Academy Film 
Awards at the Royal Albert Hall in 
London, England on February 18, 2018. 
The movie was directed by Martin 
McDonagh.  

 
95. Which country to host global World 

Environment Day (WED-2018) 
celebrations? 

 [A] India [B] China 
 [C] South Africa [D] Brazil 
 
 Correct Answer: A [India] 
 Explanation: India will be the global host 

of 2018 World Environment Day (WED), 
which is scheduled to be held on June 5, 
2018. The theme is “Beat Plastic 
Pollution”. 

 
96. Which state government bans the sale of 

Endosulfan and 19 other insecticides, 
which are harmful for human beings as 
well as from the environmental 
sustainability and economic viability 
aspects? 

 [A] Haryana 
 [B] Punjab 
 [C] Uttarakhand 
 [D] Gujarat 
 [E] Kerala 
 
 Correct Answer: B [Punjab] 
 Explanation: Punjab Chief Minister 

Amarinder Singh approved a ban on the 
sale of Endosulfan and 19 other 
insecticides.  

 
97. Indian Railways’ first high speed electric 

locomotive will be launched in March 
2018 during French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s Indian visit. What is the speed of 
this locomotive? 

 [A] Maximum speed of 120 kmph 
 [B] Maximum speed of 125 kmph 
 [C] Maximum speed of 130 kmph 
 [D] Maximum speed of 135 kmph 
 [E] Maximum speed of 140 kmph 
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 Correct Answer: A [Maximum speed of 
120 kmph] 

 Explanation: Indian Railways’ first high 
speed electric locomotive which can run 
at a maximum speed of 120 kmph will be 
launched in March 2018 during French 
President Emmanuel Macron’s Indian 
visit.  

 
98. According to the CSO’s revised estimates 

of national income released on January 
31, 2018, gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth rate for 2016-17 is ______%? 

 [A] 7.0% 
 [B] 7.1% 
 [C] 7.2% 
 [D] 4. 7.5% 
 [E] 5. 7.7% 

 
 Correct Answer: B [7.1%] 
 Explanation: According to the CSO’s 

revised estimates of national income 
released on January 31, 2018, gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth rate for 
2015-16 stood at 8.2% from the earlier 
estimates of 8% while for 2016-17, 
revised GDP growth remained unchanged 
at 7.1%.  

 
99. Who was appointed the Vice Chairman of 

US-India Strategic and Partnership Forum 
(USISPF) Board? 

 [A] John Kern 
 [B] Ajay Singh 
 [C] Nivedita Mehra 
 [D] Shantanu Narayen 
 [E] Mukesh Agh 

 
 Correct Answer D [Shantanu Narayen] 
 Explanation: Shantanu Narayen, CEO of 

Adobe, has been named the Vice Chairman 
of US-India Strategic and Partnership 
Forum (USISPF) Board. Shantanu Narayen 
is an Indian-American. USISPF was 
formed to improve trade ties between 
India and the US.  

 
100. Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 

appointed whom as the Chef-de-Mission 
for Commonwealth Games (CWG) that 
will be held in Gold Coast, Australia from 
April 4 to 15, 2018? 

 [A] Lalit Bhanot 
 [B] Vikram Singh Sisodia 
 [C] Abhay Singh 
 [D] Narayana Ramachandran 
 [E] Narinder Dhruv Batra 
 
 Correct Answer B [Vikram Singh Sisodia] 
 Explanation: Indian Olympic Association 

(IOA) named Vikram Singh Sisodia as the 
Chef-de-Mission for Commonwealth 
Games (CWG) that will be held in Gold 
Coast, Australia from April 4 to 15, 2018.  

 
101. Name the India’s first integrated mobility 

platform launched by a Health-tech 
startup ‘mCURA’, that reduces waiting 
time in counters and provides e-
prescriptions? 

 [A] Smart OP 
 [B] Smart Service 
 [C] Smart Card 
 [D] Smart Cura 
 [E] Smart OPD 
 
 Correct Answer E [Smart OPD] 
 Explanation: On 31st January 2018, 

mCURA, a Health-tech startup, launched 
‘Smart OPD’, India’s first integrated 
mobility platform that reduces waiting 
time in counters and provides e-
prescriptions. ‘Smart OPD’ helps patients 
to escape long queues at admission and 
billing counters, labs, pharmacies and 
hospitals. 

 
102. On what date, did the Indian Coast Guard 

celebrated its 41st Foundation Day? 
 [A] 29th January 
 [B] 30th January 
 [C] 31st January 
 [D] 1st February 
 [E] 2nd February 
 
 Correct Answer D [1st February] 
 Explanation: On 1st February 2018, the 

Indian Coast Guard celebrated its 41st 
Foundation Day. The Indian Coast Guard 
(ICG) was established in 1978. It was 
started with only 7 ships. It was formed to 
enforce National Laws in the Indian 
waters and safeguard life and property at 
sea.  
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103. In which state, the 32nd Surajkund 
International Crafts Mela 2018 was 
inaugurated? 

 [A] Bihar 
 [B] Jharkhand 
 [C] Haryana 
 [D] West Bengal 
 [E] Rajasthan 
 
 Correcrt Answer C [Haryana] 
 Explanation: 32nd Surajkund 

International Crafts Mela began on 
February 2, 2018 in Surajkund, Haryana. 

 
104. India recently joined Ashgabat 

Agreement, a Multimodal transport 
agreement for setting up of an 
international transport and transit (of 
goods) corridor, linking Central Asia with 
the Persian Gulf. Who are the founding 
members of this agreement? 

 [A] Turkmenistan, Iran 
 [B] Oman, Uzbekistan 
 [C] Iraq, Afghanistan 
 [D] All the Above 
 [E] 1 & 2 
 
 Correct Answer: D [1 & 2] 
 Explanation: India formally joined 

Ashgabat Agreement, a Multimodal 
transport agreement for setting up of an 
international transport and transit (of 
goods) corridor, linking Central Asia with 
the Persian Gulf. Turkmenistan, Iran, 
Oman and Uzbekistan (together referred 
to as founding members) had signed this 
agreement in April 2011. 

 
 
 
 

 


