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NATIONAL 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting Bihar today to participate in the 

concluding ceremony of Centenary of Mahatma Gandhi’s Champaran 

Satyagraha at Motihari in East Champaran district. 

 

 

 According to the Union Agriculture Ministry, India has been the largest producer 

of milk in the world for the past 15 years.  

 

 Uttar Pradesh govt. decided to change the name of Allahabad as Prayagraj ahead of 

the 2019 Ardh Kumbh fair to be held in the holy city. 

 

 Union government announced a fund of Rs 1.4 lakh-crore for the ambitious Kisan 

Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahaabhiyan (KUSUM) scheme to promote solar 

farming among farmers 

 

 #SecurityCheckKiya campaign started by search engine giant Google in India 

 

 India’s Largest Floating Treatment Island is Reviving This Hyderabad Lake. 

Dhruvansh, an NGO, chose the World Wetland Day to introduce a “floating 

island” in Neknampur Lake. 

 

 The Ministry of Railways has decided to set up of a massive rail coach factory in 

Latur district i.e. in Marathwada region of Maharashtra 

 

 Centre ties up with IIT-Delhi for safety switches on vehicles. The Ministry of 

Electronics and IT in partnership with IIT-Delhi is working on a switch-based device 

in cars and buses to aid safety of women. The proposed panic switch system when 

invoked will generate a loud alarm in the vehicle which will attract public attention, 

and send the coordinates of the person to a server (police control room) to provide 

necessary help. 

 

 Chairman of the Defence Planning Committee (DCP) is National Security 

Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval. 
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 India has ranked 14th out of 56 nations and European Union on Climate Change 

Performance Index (CCPI) 2018 released by environmental organisation 

Germanwatch. 

 

 India has ranked as sixth most vulnerable country in the world on Global Climate 

Risk Index (CRI) 2018 released by Germanwatch (an independent Berlin-based 

development and environmental organisation) 

 

 

 Yogi’s FB page most popular among Indian CMs 
 

 Top 5 states where forest cover has decreased: Mizoram (531 sq km) followed 

Nagaland (450 sq km) 
 

 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar released three books based on Mahatma 

Gandhi’s Champaran movement of 1917. Nitish Kumar released the books titled-

 ‘Mister M K Gandhi Ki Champaran Diary’ written by Arvind 

Mohan, ‘Champaran Andolan 1917’ edited by Ashutosh Partheshwar and ‘Pir 

Muhammad Munis: Kalam Ka Satyagrahi’ collected and edited by Srikan. 

 

 Committee headed by Justice Rajesh Bindal, Judge, High Court of Punjab & 

Haryana, Chandigarh, submitted its report on legal issues related to inter country 

removal & retention of children to Minister for Women and Child Development, 

Maneka Gandhi. 

 

 Madras HC becomes first court in south India to introduce e-court fee payment 

facility 
 

 Child's rights sacred, cannot be bartered by orphanage in-charges: Supreme Court. 

The court noted that human rights also encompasses the dignity of an individual and 

same extends to the children as well. Section 30 of the Protection of Human Rights 

Act, 1993 provides for setting up of the Human Rights Courts and to appoint 

special public prosecutors. 

 

 On 24
th

 April 2018, an official announcement stated that, foreign tourists, except 

those from Pakistan, China and Afghanistan, will now be allowed to visit 

Nagaland, Mizoram and Manipur. As per the Foreigners (Protected Areas) Order, 

1958, all areas falling between the Inner line and the International Border of some 

states were declared as protected areas. 

 

 The Union Cabinet on 4 January 2018 approved setting up of an AIIMS in Bilaspur 

in Himachal Pradesh 
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 Telangana state launched 24-hours free power supply for farmers from 1 January 

and thus became the first-ever state to launch such initiative in India 

 

 The central government has advised the nation not to use a national flag made of 

plastic and asked all the states and union territories (UTs) to ensure strict 

compliance of the Flag Code in view of the Republic Day celebration ahead. An 

advisory said that the "Indian national flag stands for the aspirations and hopes of the 

people of the country and therefore should occupy a position of honour".  

 

 

 Electoral Bond Scheme 2018: Sale of Electoral Bonds at Authorised Branches of 

State Bank of India (SBI). In the 3rd phase of sale, State Bank of India (SBI) has 

been authorised to issue and encash Electoral Bonds through its 11 Authorised 

Branches with effect from 01.05.2018 to 10.05.2018. Only the Political Parties 

registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of 

1951) and those that have secured not less than 1 % of the votes polled in the last 

General Election to the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of the State 

are eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds. 

 

 

 Indian government is planning to gift obsolete weaponry to friendly countries 

in a bid to boost defence cooperation. Military platforms that are being considered 

to be offered as gifts are artillery guns, armoured vehicles, helicopters, naval patrol 

vehicles and radar systems that are obsolete or nearing obsolescence. 

 

 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh, chaired the third meeting of the Island 

Development Agency (IDA) in Delhi on April 24. 
 

 

 The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to promulgate the Fugitive Economic 

Offenders Ordinance 2018 that provides for confiscating properties and assets of 

economic offenders like loan defaulters who flee the country. The Fugitive Economic 

Offenders Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on March 12 but could not be passed due 

to the logjam in Parliament. 

 

 In a bid to reduce the digital divide, from May 2018, Chhattisgarh State 

Government will start distributing free smartphones to over 50 lakh people across the 

state under the Sanchar Kranti Yojana (SKY). Women heads of households will be 

the priority recipients of the smartphones 

 

 From April 28 to 30 , Kerala will host the India Skills Kerala 2018 in Kochi, as 

part of the World Skills India 2018. It will help youngsters in the State to show their 

vocational skills. It aims to generating interest and creating awareness among the 

general public. 
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 AFSPA removed from Assam, Meghalaya and parts of Arunachal 

 

 India’s ranking in the Press Freedom Index has fallen two places to 138, a 

watchdog said in an annual report, blaming “physical violence” against journalists 

like Gauri Lankesh as the key reason behind the country’s low ranking. 

 

 Norway topped the list of having the world’s freest press for the second year in a 

row, the Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said while North Korea remained the 

most repressive country followed by Eritrea, Turkmenistan, Syria and then 

China. 

 

 India tops list of websites blocked, its telcos filter the most. Indian internet service 

providers (ISPs) have installed the highest number of Internet filtering systems and 

blocked the maximum number of web pages, an investigation covering 10 countries 

by University of Toronto-based Citizen Lab, along with the Canadian Broadcasting 

Corporation (CBC) and The Indian Express in India, has found. Citizen Lab spotted 

42 of these installations by 12 ISPs in India — Pakistan came second with 20 

installations. The highest number of blocked unique URLs in these countries — 

1,158 out of 2,464 — was also found in India. 

 

 ISRO has rescheduled the high-profile launch of its advanced communication satellite 

GSAT-11, the heaviest made in India, from Kourou, French Guiana, for 

additional technical checks, and recalled the spacecraft. 

 

 The think tank set up by the government to deliberate on issues related to e-

commerce sector and cross-border digital trade heldits first meeting in New 

Delhi on April 24. 

 

 In a bid to promote trade between India and Taiwan, Taipei World Trade Centre 

(TWTC) launched its office at New Delhi on April 19, 2018. 

 

 India claims top spot for 2018 growth among major economies: Reuters Poll. 

According to a Reuters poll of economists, India will reach the top position 

among the world’s fastest-growing major economies in 2018 

 

 Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao announced 2 per cent reservation in 

state government jobs for sportspersons. 

 

 Rajya Sabha Chairman and Vice President Venkaiah Naidu today rejected the 

Congress-led motion to impeach the Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra. The 

opposition notice -- carrying signatures of 71 lawmakers from seven parties -- was 

submitted to Mr Naidu. Seven of the lawmakers have retired since, but the number of 

signatures is still well above the mandatory 50, the Congress said. Article 124 (4) of 

the Constitution and the provisions of the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 and 

corresponding rules deal exhaustively with the whole procedure.  The process for the 
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removal of a Supreme Court judge is mentioned in Article 124(4) of the Constitution. 

It is termed as impeachment.  Article 124(4) says, "A Judge of the Supreme Court 

shall not be removed from his office except by an order of the President passed after 

an address by each House of Parliament supported by a majority of the total 

membership of that House and by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the 

members of that House present and voting has been presented to the President in the 

same session for such removal on the ground of proved misbehaviour incapacity." 

 

 

 Diu Smart City has become the first city in India that runs on 100 percent 

renewable energy during daytime setting a new benchmark for other cities to 

become clean and green. Diu, which is a town in the district by the same name in the 

Union Territory of Daman and Diu, had been importing 73 percent of its power from 

Gujarat until 2017. Meanwhile, to improve traffic management in Bengaluru 

Smart City, a prototype of an intelligent traffic management solution is currently 

being tested in collaboration with the Electronics City Township Authority 

(ELCITA). To revitalise urban public spaces and socially activating the area 

beside generating economic activity, Jaipur Smart City Ltd (JSCL) has planned to 

develop night bazaar at Chaura Rasta, in the heart of Pink city. 

 

 ISRO to launch slew of military satellites soon. In September 2018, ISRO will 

launch Gsat-7A, for the Indian Air Force (IAF). Gsat-7A will be similar to Gsat-7 or 

Rukmini, which was launched on September 29, 2013, for Indian Navy. Rukmini is 

considered as Indian Navy’s ‘eye in the sky’ as it helps to monitor the Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR).  Another strategically important satellite, Risat-2A will be 

launched by the end of 2018 onboard PSLV rocket. It is an advanced remote 

sensing satellite and will boost India’s surveillance capabilities. 

 

 

 The Jammu and Kashmir government has declared tourist destinations and resorts in 

the Valley and Ladakh region as polythene-free zones, and banned the use of non-

biodegradable plastic on its properties. 

 

 India’s richest man, Mukesh Ambani, and human rights lawyer Indira Jaising 

(Founder, Lawyers Collective) have been named by Fortune magazine as the World’s 

Greatest Leaders of 2018. The Fortune's 2018 ranking of the 50 Greatest Leaders 

released also has architect Balkrishna Doshi in the list 

 

 In an effort to improve higher defence management, the government constituted 

a new committee headed by the National Security Advisor. According to a 

government notification, the Defence Planning Committee (DPC) headed by NSA 

Ajit Doval, will prepare a draft national security strategy, develop a capability 

development plan, work on defence diplomacy issues and improving defence 

manufacturing in India. 
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 In Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, all the candidates who filed their nominations for 

the biennial Election of the Members of Legislative Council, have been declared 

elected unopposed. 

 

 

 

 The India-Wiesbaden Conference on “Securing Global Supply Chains through 

Government-Industry Partnerships towards Effective Implementation of United 

Nations Security Council resolution 1540 (2004)” was held in New Delhi on 16-17 

April 2018. The Government of India in coordination with the Security Council 

Committee established pursuant to Resolution 1540 (2004) and supported by the 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) and the Government of 

Germany organized the conference. The first global Industry Outreach Conference on 

Resolution 1540 (2004) was held in Wiesbaden, Germany, in 2012. The objective of 

the “Wiesbaden Process” is to promote cooperation between governments and 

industry to support the implementation of the resolution to prevent the proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction (WMD) to non-State actors. The industry is an important 

stakeholder and a partner with governments in combating the proliferation of WMD. 

 

 After claiming to have become first town in the country to impose complete ban on 

plastic in 1995, Manali is doing all possible to become first “honk free” town of 

country. 

 

 Study in India programme of HRD Ministry launched with the launch of ‘Study in 

India Portal’ by Smt. Sushma Swaraj and Dr SatyaPal Singh 

 

 The government has advanced its target year for completion of phase one of  Pradhan 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), a rural road scheme, to 2019 from 2022. 

 

 Until now, there was no sign of a unified tax structure for cars. However, in a bid to 

reform the road taxation structure in our country, a Group of Transport Ministers 

(GoM) has proposed uniform road tax on cars across India. 

 

 

 Over one hundred and fifty participants from 31 countries and 400 entrepreneurs 

from India are expected to participate in the four day International SME 

convention being held in New Delhi from 22nd to 24th April. 

 

 The state Kerala topped the NITI Aayog’s national health index report titled 

‘Healthy States, Progressive India’ that was released on 9 February 2018 

 

 

 NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission launched the Atal Tinkering Lab’s 

Community Day. The Annual Community Day was held across India, over the 

course of April 13 – 16, with the larger theme of AmbedkarJayanti, which was 
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celebrated on April 14. AIM has selected more than 2400 schools in 2017 for 

establishing Atal Tinkering Labs. 

 

 Hero Future Energies has operationalised the country’s first large-scale hybrid 

renewable energy project in Raichur district, Karnataka. The hybrid renewable 

energy project is a combination of sun and wind power. 

 

 

 India will host the Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities (GITC) this 

year, which is expected to be attended by people from 24 Asia-Pacific countries. The 

event will be held in the national capital from November 8 to 11. 

 

 The National Commission for Minorities has set up a three member committee 

headed by chairman Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi to study the matter to give 

minority status to Hindus in eight states including Jammu and Kashmir and 

Punjab. 
 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi honoured bureaucrats for making Manipur’s Karang 

the first cashless island of the country, and implementing the Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) and other priority initiatives of the Centre. Assam’s Dhemaji and 

Telangana’s Karimnagar were awarded for the best implementation of ‘Deen Dayal 

Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushal Yojana’. Himachal Pradesh’s Kangra and Madhya 

Pradesh’s Neemuch were awarded for the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana (Gramin) 

 

 Bengal has once again topped in the country with Digambarpur Gram Panchayat 

(GP) bagging the Centre's award for the best GP in the country. 

 

 The last all-male bastion of Indian aviation has fallen with the Airports Authority of 

India (AAI) appointing its first ever woman firefighter. Now, Kolkata girl 

Taniya Sanyal will, in a month, join their ranks after completing training that 

she is undergoing in the city. 
 

 

 India will join a club of eight countries with a sexual offender database to monitor and 

track those convicted of such crimes. The Cabinet approved promulgation of the 

Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018 to award death sentence to child 

rapists and said that the National Crime Records Bureau will maintain a national 

database and profile of sexual offenders. While the registry in the US is public, in 

other countries like Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, South 

Africa,Trinidad and Tobago and United Kingdom, where such data of convicted 

sex offenders is maintained, it is purely for the consumption of the law enforcement 

authorities. 

 India retains its position as the top remittances receiving country with its 

diaspora sending about $69 billion back home in 2017, as per the World Bank. 
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 Tata Sons announced the appointment of former Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar 

as Tata Group’s President, Global Corporate Affairs. Jaishankar will report to 

Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran. In his new role, he will be responsible for the 

Tata group’s global corporate affairs and international strategy development and Tata 

Sons’ international offices will report to him. 

 

 

 Four Indian who have featured in 2018 TIME 100 are Indian cricket captain Virat 

Kohli, Ola co-founder Bhavish Aggarwal, Bollywood star Deepika Padukone and 

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella 

 

 India and Finland have reached an agreement on the dispute between Indian Income 

Tax Department and Finnish Telecom firm Nokia, under the Mutual Agreement 

Procedure (MAP). Nokia India showed it as purchase while Indian Income Tax 

department contested it as Royalty payment. Under India-Finland Double 

Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) Royalties attract 10 per cent tax. 

Mutual Agreement Procedure (MAP) is an alternate dispute settlement 

mechanism aimed at resolving outstanding disputes between multi-national 

companies and local tax authorities arising out of differential pricing treatment. 

 

 Iran banned the use of bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies by its banks and 

financial institutions 

 

 

 

 IRCTC ties up with Ola. 

 

 French President Emmanuel Macron will inaugurate Uttar Pradesh’s largest solar 

power plant, at Dadar Kala village in Mirzapur district 

 

 NITI Aayog launches Women Entrepreneurship platform on International 

Women’s Day aimed at providing a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem where women 

do not face gender barriers. 

 

 The Government of India and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 

(HKSAR) of People’s Republic of China have signed an agreement for the avoidance 

of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on 

income. 

 

 The Union Cabinet approved the restructuring of National Skill Development Fund 

(NSDF) and National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) on April,1,2018. 
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 The ministry accorded environmental clearance to the neutrino project at 

Pottipuram village in Uthamapalayam taluk in Theni district promoted by the 

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research. 

 

 Mewat in Haryana is the most backward district of the country followed by 

Asifabad (Telangana), Singrauli (MP), Kiphire (Nagaland) and Shrawasti (UP), 

reveals Niti Aayog's ranking of 101 aspirational (backward) districts  while Andhra 

Pradesh’s Vizianagaram is the best performing district of the country. 

 

 According to the latest India Youth Development Index (IYDI) and Report 

2017,  Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala are at top three positions. 

 

 The Election Commission (EC) has constituted 14 member committee headed by 

Umesh Sinha to suggest changes to Section 126 of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951 (RP Act) in view of social media expansion.Section 126 of RP 

Act, 1951 prohibits displaying any election matter by means of television or similar 

apparatus, during the period of 48 hours before the hour fixed for conclusion of poll in 

a constituency.  

 

 Maharashtra will be the first state in the country to enact a law against social 

boycott of individuals or families by caste panchayats.A draft of the said act called 

as the ‘Maharashtra Prohibition of Social Boycott Act, 2015’ which was published on 

the state government’s website on Wednesday has termed any action of social boycott 

as crime. 

 

 An expert committee headed by former Lok Sabha secretary general TK 

Viswanathan to deal with cybercrimes especially online hate speech has 

submitted its report to Union Home Ministry. The committee was formed after 

Supreme Court struck down Section 66 A of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 

2000 in Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India. Section 66 A of IT Act was added to 

criminalize sending of offensive messages through a computer or other 

communication devices 

 

 

 India became world’s second largest LPG importer. 
 

 Indian American economist Arvind Panagariya resigned as NITI Aayog vice 

chairman to return to Columbia University to continue academics. 
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 India's first and only design university, World University of Deisgn opened it 

campus at Sonipat, Haryana 

 

 Dangal became first Indian movie to earn 2000 crores worldwide. 

 

 Former chief election commissioner N. Gopalaswami will head the Empowered 

Expert Committee constituted for selecting 20 institutes of higher education.  It 

will be developed into ‘World Class Institutes’. 

 

 Kerela and Haryana among top in sanitation survey,2017. Bihar and Uttar 

Pradesh have least access to toilets. 

 

 Exercise Malabar is a trilateral naval exercise involving the United States, Japan 

and India 

 

 

 Patanjali ranked India’s most trusted FMCG Brands in December,2017. 

 

 

 India’s first Integrated Criminal Justice System (ICJS) was launched in High Court 

of Judicature at Hyderabad. 

 

 India is third in nuclear installations,china tops the list. 

 

 The Indo-US joint military exercise ‘Vajra Prahar’ will be held at Joint Base 

Lewis-McChord (JBLM) in Seattle 

 

 The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has launched pilot 

project ‘Blue Flag’ to develop and enhance standards of cleanliness on beaches. 

 

 Delhi and Punjab richest states, Jain wealthiest community whereas Bihar is the 

poorest: National Family and Health Survey (NFHS-4) report. 

 

 The Maharashtra government has approved Ghodazari in Chandrapur district as a 

new wildlife sanctuary in the state. 

 

 A new study claimed that one of the biodiversity–rich uninhabited island of 

Lakshadweep ‘Parali I’ has vanished due to coastal erosion. 
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 Indian Air Force to participate in air exercise ‘Blue Flag-17’ in Israel. 

 

 Maternity Benefit Scheme To Be Fully Functional By Feb-End, 2018 

 

 UNESCO Recognizes Chennai as Creative City for Its Rich Heritage of Music. 

 

 The security provided by the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) at 

Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport (CSIA), Mumbai has been 

adjudged the best by a global quality rating agency, The World Quality Congress 

(WQC)  

 

 

 Brand Bengaluru got its own logo - the tagline 'Bengaluru - Be U' (be you) is 

expected to build the city's image on the global stage. The city is the first to gets its 

own identity badge. 

 

 Telangana launches single-woman pension scheme, first in India. 

 

 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan has been launched to uplift rural India. This programme 

will be launched in collaboration with the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) and 

the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) across the country. 

 

 India has excluded Pakistan from the list of Saarc member countries with which it 

will be connecting its state-of-theart National Knowledge Network (NKN) for sharing 

scientific databases and remote access to advanced research facilities. 

 

 Bommala Koluvu is dolls, figurine, court life, everyday scenes along with the divine 

presence of the Goddesses in South India. 

 

 Gujrat topped Logistics Performance Index Chart. 

 

 BS-VI grade fuel to be available from April 1: Centre to Supreme Court. BS-VI fuel 

was expected to be launched in 2020 but now it will be available from 2018 and 

Delhi will be the first one to get it from April 1. 
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 India and United States share common interest when it comes to combat terrorism 

and transnational crimes and to prevent the continued growth of terrorist 

organizations.  

 

 

 Union Cabinet approves proposal for amendment to MSME Development Act, 2006. 

One of the key amendments changes the basis of classifying Micro, Small and 

Medium enterprises to ‘annual turnover’ from ‘investment in plant & 

machinery/equipment’ 

 

 Union Minister JP Nadda launches National Deworming initiative 2018. 

Deworming may have very few side effects, however, children, especially those with 

high worm infections, might experience nausea, mild abdominal pain, vomiting, 

diarrhoea, and fatigue 

 

 Uma Bharti launches Bagori Ganga Gram & New Swajal Projects. ODF Bagori is 

one of the 24 pilot villages selected to be transformed into Ganga Grams this 

year. 

 

 The Union Government has signed a $84 million loan agreement with the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) to improve and expand the water supply in Bhagalpur 

and Gaya towns of Bihar. 

 

 Kamal Haasan launched new political party ‘Makkal Neethi Meyam’ (MNM) in 

Tamil Nadu’s political capital Madurai on 21 February 2018.   

 

 The Union Government has formulated ambitious water conservation scheme Atal 

Bhujal Yojana (ABY) to tackle ever-deepening crisis of depleting groundwater 

level. 

 

 Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) inaugurated its new party headquarters in Delhi’s Deen 

Dayal Upadhyay Marg on 18 February 2018. 

 

 India Contributed 500,000 US Dollars To UN Peacebuilding Fund in July.The fund was 

launched to support activities, actions, programmes and organisations that seek to 

build a lasting peace in countries emerging from conflict.  
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 e-Sampark is a mechanism to connect the government directly with citizens across 

India by running mailer, outbound dialing and SMS campaigns. 

 

 Kolkata’s iconic “Rabindra Setu” (Howrah Bridge) completed 75 years on 3rd 

February 2018. 

 

 According to an ADR report, in India, around 35 % chief ministers have 

criminal cases against them and 81 % of the total are crorepatis. 

 

 Meghalaya Governor Ganga Prasad inaugurated the "Friendship Gate" 

constructed at near Integrated Check post, 90 km South of capital Shillong on 

border with Bangladesh.  
 

 The Inter-State Council, which is mandated to investigate and advise on disputes 

between states, has been reconstituted with Prime Minister Narendra Modi as its 

chairman and six Union ministers and all chief ministers as members. The Article 

263 of the Constitution provides for the establishment of an Inter-State Council which 

is mandated to inquire into and advise upon disputes which may arise between states, 

investigate and discuss subjects in which some or all of the states, or the Union and 

one or more of the states, have a common interest. 

 

 The National Investigative Agency (NIA) will examine the special court's verdict 

in Mecca Masjid blast case and will further decide its course of action. The blast 

which took place on May 18, 2007, at the Mecca Masjid in Hyderabad. An 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) Special Court acquitted Swami Aseemanand 

in the 2007 Mecca Masjid blast case 

 

 The Kathua rape case refers to the abduction, rape, and murder of an 8-year-old 

girl, Asifa Bano, in Rasana village near Kathua in the Indian state of Jammu and 

Kashmir in January 2018. A chargesheet for the case has been filed, the accused 

have been arrested and the trial began in Kathua on 16 April 2018. The victim 

belonged to the nomad Bakarwal community. 

Know more 

 

 On 12 January 2018, Mohammad Yusuf lodged a complaint in Hiranagar police 

station stating that his daughter had gone missing. 

 

 The chargesheet against the seven adults accused of the crime was filed on 9 April. 

The accused were charged under Sections 302, 376, 201 and 120-B of the Ranbir 

Penal Code 
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 The incident made national news when charges were filed against eight men in 

April 2018. 

 

 Former minister, Harsh Dev Singh, led protests by the Panthers 

Party(Kashmir), demanding an independent CBI probe into the matter. 

 

 The trial for the Kathua murder and rape case began in Jammu and Kashmir on 

16 April 2018 before the Principal Sessions Court judge, Kathua. The second 

hearing is scheduled for 28 April 2018. The Supreme Court have sought a 

response from the Jammu and Kashmir government regarding shifting the 

trial to Chandigarh by 27 April 2018 

 

 

 The book titled Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Vyakti Nahin Sankalp is edited by 

Shri Kishor Makwana. 

 

 Mt Hope is the new tallest mountain in British Antarctic Territory 

 

 The Unnao rape case refers to the alleged rape of an 17 year old girl on 4 June 2017. 

The main accused is Kuldeep Singh Sengar, a Member of the Legislative Assembly 

of Uttar Pradesh, and a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party.  

Know more 

 

 The complaint said that she had entered the house seeking Sengar's assistance in 

finding employment. Her statement was recorded by the police on 22 June; she 

stated that the police did not allow her to name her assailant 

 

 On 5 April 2018 the woman's father was arrested and placed in judicial custody, 

allegedly after he was assaulted by supporters of Sengar. A medical examination 

found injuries consistent with his having been beaten. He stated that Sengar's 

brother Atul Sengar had led the assault; no action was taken in response to this 

complaint at that time 

 

 Four days later, the woman attempted to immolate herself in front of the 

residence of Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 

 

 Giving major relief to budding entrepreneurs, the government allowed startups to 

avail tax concession only if total investment including funding from angel investors 

does not exceed Rs 10 crore. 

 

 Alappuzha gets recognised by UNEP for its solid waste management 

practices 
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 According to the Airport Council International’s preliminary report on airport traffic 

for 2017 Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport is among World’s top 

20 busiest airports across the world. 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dr Ambedkar National Memorial 

at 26, Alipur Road in Delhi. 

 

 Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) is coming up at Bodhjungnagar 

in Mohanpur block, Tripura. 

 

 The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs 3 crore on IDBI bank for 

failing to comply with norms related to reporting of bad loans. 

 

 Kerala has become the first state in India to adopt a standard operating 

procedure (SOP) for determining brain death cases, under which all hospitals - 

private and government - will have to follow the SOP guidelines for organ donation 

from the deceased. 

 

 Former Planning Commission Member N K Singh was appointed chairman of 15th 

Finance Commission, which among other things has been asked to look into the 

impact of GST on finances of both the Centre and states. The other members of the 

commission, which is required to submit its report by October 2019, are former 

Economic Affairs Secretary Shaktikanta Das and former Chief Economic 

Advisor Ashok Lahiri, Niti Aayog Member Ramesh Chand and Georgetown 

University professor Anoop Singh. 

 

 India has been re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) under Category “B” at the 30th session of the Assembly of 

the IMO held in London on December 1. The IMO Council consists of 40 member 

countries. In Categories “A” and “B” there are 10 members each and in Cateogary 

“C” 20 members, who are elected by the IMO Assembly. 

 

 Andhra Pradesh is set to become the second state in the country, after Madhya 

Pradesh, to have an exclusive government department to promote happiness. The 

state will soon constitute a Happiness Commission that will take up a series of 

programmes to promote “happiness”. 

 

 The Maharashtra government set up an institution, QUEST in Mumbai to 

evaluate and quantify special development budget allocations and their impact 
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on tribal development. It is known as Quality Evaluation for Sustainable 

Transformation centre 

 In order to make the state tuberculosis-free, Haryana state government has decided 

to provide special benefits with the motto “TB Harega-Desh Jeetega”, including 

nutritional support, to tuberculosis patients in an effort to eliminate the infectious 

disease by 2025.A nutritional support of Rs 500 per month during treatment to 

notified TB patients with effect from April 1 this year through Direct Benefit 

Transfer (DBT) system.The Cartridge-based nucleic acid amplification test 

(CBNAAT) is a tool for rapid diagnosis of tuberculosis. 

 

 Nobel Peace prize winner Kailash Satyarthi and journalist P Sainath are among 

leading Indians participating in a series of events linked to the Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in London and Windsor during April 

16-20.Kailash Satyarthi will launch a report by the Commonwealth Human Rights 

Initiative (CHRI) on April 13 and journalist P Sainath will join a session on “Just 

Economies”. 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Bihar to participate in the concluding 

ceremony of Centenary of Mahatma Gandhi’s Champaran Satyagraha at 

Motihari in East Champaran district. 

 

 Himachal Pradesh said the Suketi Fossil Park in Sirmaur district will be 

developed through Asian Development Bank (ADB) assistance. Asia's first 

museum and fossil park is at Nagal Suketi. 

 

 The Niti Aayog has suggested introduction of a ‘judicial performance index’ to 

check delay in trial and address the issue of pendency of cases.In its draft three-

year action agenda (for 2017-18 to 2019-20), the Aayog has suggested several 

judicial reforms, including increasing the use of information and communication 

technology, and streamlining judicial appointments. 

 First Fauna Survey begins in Krishna Sanctuary. 

 

 According to recent report published by World Steel Association (WSA), India has 

overtaken US to become the world’s third largest steel producer in 2017. 

 

 Gujarat has topped the newly commenced Logistics Ease Across Different States 

(LEADS) index. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
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 Germany's centre-left Social Democrats elected Andrea Nahles, a combative and 

outspoken former Labour Minister, as the first woman leader of the 155-year-old 

party. 

 

 WHO prequalifies breakthrough vaccine Typbar-TCV for typhoid 

 

 India and Saudi Arabia sign bilateral annual Haj 2018 Agreement 

 

 China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi will be the new special representative for India-

China boundary talks. 

 

 Chinese scientists for first time have successfully cloned two identical long-tailed 

macaques (monkeys), named Zhong Zhong and Hua Hua using same technique that 

produced Dolly sheep two decades ago 

 

 Prince Charles was confirmed as the successor to Queen Elizabeth as head of the 

Commonwealth at a meeting of the group’s heads of government in Windsor at 

Buckingham Palace in London, Britain. 

 

 The Cuban government has selected the country’s 57-year-old first vice-president, 

Miguel Díaz-Canel, as the country’s President, replacing Raúl Castro. 

 

 Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland says Canada and the European 

Union will host the world's first female foreign ministers' meeting in September. 

Freeland, who chairs a foreign ministerial meeting of the G7, made the announcement 

on Sunday.She said the meeting of female foreign ministers will be held for 2 days 

starting on September 21st in Canada. 

 

 On 18th April 2018, Saudi Arabia unveiled its first cinema in more than 35 years 

with a private screening of the mega hit Hollywood movie ‘Black Panther’, as a trial 

run before movie theaters are opened to the public. 

 

 World Bank approves 'historic' $13-bn capital increase; IMF backs move 

 

 India and the United States of America announced the formation of a joint task 

force on natural gas aimed at increasing the share of gas in India’s primary energy 

mix. The task force provides a team of US and Indian industry experts with a mandate 

to propose, develop, and convey, innovative policy recommendations to the 

Government of India in support of its vision for natural gas in the country’s economy. 

The work of the task force is expected to advance the strategic and economic interests 

of both the United States and India 

 

 The New York Times & The New Yorker win Pulitzer for Harvey Weinstein 

reporting that triggered #MeToo.  
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 Top 34 global technology and securities firms, led by Microsoft and Facebook, have 

signed a ‘Cybersecurity Tech Accord’ to defend people from malicious attacks by 

cybercriminals and nation-states. 

 

 The King of Swaziland renames the country 'the Kingdom of eSwatini' 

 

 Leaders of 53 Commonwealth countries have unanimously agreed to work 

closely to evaluate and strengthen their cybersecurity frameworks and response 

mechanisms by 2020. 

 

 Leaders of 53 Commonwealth countries have unanimously agreed to work closely 

to evaluate and strengthen their cybersecurity frameworks and response mechanisms 

by 2020. United Kingdom (UK) Government has pledged up to 15 million pounds to 

help the Commonwealth nations strengthen their cybersecurity capabilities. 

 

 

 Syria has returned to France the prestigious Légion d’honneur presented to its 

President Bashar al-Assad. 

 

 The Malaria Summit was held in London, United Kingdom organisations to make 

game-changing commitments towards beating malaria. It was organized by non-profit 

organisation Malaria No More in conjunction with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

and supported by British Prime Minister Theresa May. 

 

 

 China has remained the worlds top executioner amid a decline in global 

executions, Amnesty International's annual report on capital punishment. 

 

 Changi Airport has been voted the World's Best Airport by air travellers at the 2017 

World Airport Awards for the fifth year in a row. 

 

 Iceland topped the Global Peace Index, 2017.India had 137
th

 position. 

 

 Nepal made conservation history by becoming the first country to launch its climate-

smart snow leopard landscape management leading the way in safeguarding the 

species and its habitat. 

 

 Australia formed a Super Ministry to combat terrorism. 

 

 ISRO Launches the World’s Smallest Spacecraft, Sprites that Can Fit in Your 

Hand & Reach the Stars. Sprites, the world’s smallest fully functional space 
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probes, built on a single circuit board achieving low Earth orbit, were transported into 

space as secondary payloads on OHB System AG’s ‘Max Valier’ and ‘Venta’ 

satellites. 

 

 Over 2 lakh people have been evacuated after Typhoon Haitang struck China's 

eastern Fujian Province with incessant rain battering different parts of the region. It is 

known in the Philippines as Typhoon Feria. 

 

 World Economic Forum Launches Global Centre for Cybersecurity at Geneva. 

 

 The world's highest and longest glass-bottomed bridge opens in Zhangjiajie city, in 

China's Hunan province. It is the World's tallest and longest glass bridge opens in 

China 

 

 The two-week-long joint military exercise Ekuverin between Indian and Maldivian 

defence forces, ended in Belagavi 

 

 Earth’s largest volcanic region found in Antartica. 

 

 The State Bank of India will be investing a total of Rs 80 billion in the Arun III 

hydropower project of Nepal, which has 900 megawatts (MW) electricity 

production capacities. 

 

 World's first long-distance electric bus line was inaugurated in Paris. Chinese e-

buses would operate on world's first electric routes in France. A Germany-based 

bus company, FlexiBus, has invested in Chinese e-buses which will now be operated 

on trial on long-distance electric-routes between Paris and Amiens. The train 

service will begin on April 12, the journey between the two stations will take 

roughly two hours. 

 

 

 SenseTime Group Ltd. borrowed funds from Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. and 

others and became the world’s most valuable artificial intelligence (AI) startup. 

 

 Abbasi inaugurates 969 MW Neelum Jehlum Hydropower Project near 

Muzaffarabad in Pak occupied India. It is the first unit of a key hydropower 

mega project built with the financial and technical support of China in Pakistan-

administered Kashmir. 
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 Indian Prime Minister NarendraModi and his Nepal counterpart K P Sharma Oli 

launched the ceremony of the Rs 3.24 billion India-Nepal petroleum products 

pipeline from Motihari to Amlekhgunj. This is the first international cross-

country pipeline project in India. 

 

 Pakistan's Supreme Court disqualified deposed prime minister Nawaz Sharif 

from holding office for life amid an ongoing corruption trial and ahead of general 

elections due this year. 

 

 The Codex Alimentarius, or "Food Code" is a collection of standards, guidelines and 

codes of practice adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

 

 Singapore is the world’s most expensive city for the fifth straight year in the 

Economist Intelligence Unit’s latest Worldwide Cost of Living report, with Paris 

and Zurich tied for second place 

 

 Finland topples Norway as world's happiest country, while Burundi is the least 

happy in a UN sustainable development’s world happiness Report. 

 

 Sri Lanka’s former Sports Minister Mahindananda Aluthgamage was arrested 

for allegedly misappropriating over LKR 39 million four years ago to buy sports 

goods. He was a loyalist of former President Mahinda Rajapaksha. 

 

 Russia’s has begun enforcing a nationwide ban for the popular messaging app 

Telegram. 

 

 Japanese Self-Defense Forces activated its first marine component called 

Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade, or ARDB since World War II and 

conducted a training exercise. 

 

 A three-member Lahore High Court bench headed by Justice Mazahir Ali Naqvi 

ordered the country’s electronic media watchdog to stop the TV channels from 

airing anti-judiciary speeches by ousted prime minister Nawaz Sharif, his 

daughter Maryam Nawaz and his other aides, and submit a report within 15 days. 

 

 China launches first ship called Guobin 9 to bury people at sea. 

 

 Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, mastermind of the Pearl Harbor attack, death came 

after U.S. code breakers learned of his planned tour of Japanese bases in the Solomon 
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Islands on April 18, 1943. U.S. fighters intercepted the admiral’s plane and shot 

it down. 

 

 The U.S. and Europe are increasingly “isolating” Iran for resisting Western 

supremacy in the region. 

 

 Mr. Nawaz Sharif (68), is described as ‘Lion of Punjab’ by his supporters and the 

electoral symbol of his Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) party is a lion. 
Pakistan’s Chief Justice Saqib Nisar praised judges as “real lions”. 

 

 Turkey’s Prime Minister has warned Greece to refrain from “provocations” after a 

Greek flag was hoisted on a disputed, uninhabited islet in the Aegean Sea off the 

Turkish coast. 

 

 Pakistan opens first school for transgenders. The school, The Gender Guardian, was 

inaugurated by the NGO Exploring Future Foundation (EFF). 

 

 The world’s oldest complete Latin Bible in existence is set to return to the UK 

after over 1,300 years for display in an exhibition by the British Library. 

 

 The rape and murder of an eight-year-old girl in Kathua of J&K was raised in the 

U.K.’s House of Lords. The case was raised by Lord Nazir Ahmed. 

 

 UN warned in 2017 that the world is facing a humanitarian crisis from 1945. 

 

 Chinese troops have been deployed at Djibouti in Africa, country’s first overseas 

military base. 

 

 Austria is the European Country which banned full face veils in public places. 

 

 Montenegro became the 29th member of NATO. 

 

 The International Police Organization (INTERPOL) approved the "State of 

Palestine" as a new member state  over the objections of the United States and 

Israel. 
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 Bangladesh will restore the railway lines with India at 12 places, which were 

snapped after the partition of the country in 1947 and wars in 1965 and 1971, for 

stronger bilateral ties. Bangladesh railways minister Mohammad Mazibul Hoque said 

during his visit to Agartala for a two-day programme Setubandhan or bridge of 

bonding. 

 

Know more 

 

 The Agartala-Akhaura line is the outcome of an agreement between New 

Delhi and Dhaka in 2013. The track is envisaged to be the part of the Trans-

Asian Railway between Istanbul and Singapore via Pakistan, India, 

Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

 

 

 UK triggered Article 50 of the Libson Treaty, starting the Brexit negotiations to 

formally leave the European Union. 

 

 Pakistan’s Gwadar Port is a New Naval Base in China’s String of Pearls in the 

Indo-Pacific 

 

 U. S. dropped GBU-43/B world’s largest non-nuclear weapon nicknamed the 

‘mother of all bombs’ killing people at ISIS base in Afghanistan in April, 2017. 

 

 Shwedagon Pagoda is the pinnacle of Myanmar’s cultural heritage. 

 

 Indian army to deploy 2,300 personnel to join UN peacekeeping mission in South 

Sudan. 

 

 Aikido is a modern Japanese martial art developed by Morihei Ueshiba as a 

synthesis of his martial studies, philosophy, and religious beliefs. 

 

 Russian space agency Roskosmos has successfully launched Progress MS-08, an 

unmanned cargo spacecraft for the International Space Station (ISS). 

 

http://www.clatpossible.com/


APRIL-2+MISCELLANOUS 
 

 
www.clatpossible.com 
A Team Satyam Offering 

 
 

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation 
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India. 

 

 China builds ‘world’s biggest air purifier’ in Xian in Shaanxi province. 

 

 Latin American countries are keen on launching their satellites through ISRO. 

 

 The Chinese New Year 2018 started from 16 February 2018 and is being 

observed as the “Year of the Dog”.   

 

 Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India have started work on 

Afghanistan section of ambitious, multi-billion dollar TAPI gas pipeline.  TAPI 

gas pipeline project is proposed trans-country natural gas pipeline from Caspian Sea, 

Turkmenistan to India through Afghanistan and Pakistan. The abbreviation TAPI 

itself indicate its member countries- Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. 

The pipe line connects central Asia with south Asia. 

 

ECONOMY 

 

 Global Findex Report, 2017 released by the World Bank has acknowledged that 

rapid increase in financial inclusion has taken place in India in recent years. 

 

 India along with 170 countries reached a historic agreement in London to reduce 

shipping carbon dioxide emissions by "at least" 50 per cent on 2008 levels by 2050 

with an emphasis on scaling up action to 100 per cent by the mid-century. 

 The deal, which was struck after intense negotiations at the International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO), will force the industry to redesign its fleet and switch from using 

fossil fuels to running vessels on renewable energy. 

 

 Yes Bank gets RBI nod to open offices in London, Singapore. 

 

 19 crore Indian adults don’t have bank account: World Bank 

 

 Indian Railways to launch a dedicated app, ‘MADAD’ – Mobile Application for 

Desired Assistance During travel, which will integrate all passenger grievance & 

redressal mechanisms in railways to make the process faster & more efficient 

 

 Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu is all set to declare East Godavari as the first 

district to have 100 percent LED street lighting.  

 

 Total deposits in Jan Dhan accounts crossed Rs 80,000 crore mark with more 

people joining the flagship financial inclusion programme, according to official data. 
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 TCS set to become first Indian company with $100 billion market cap 

 

 In order to further boost the consumption of natural gas in the country, Government is 

considering the establishment of a Gas Trading Hub / Exchange (GTHE), where 

natural gas can be traded, and supplied through a market-based mechanism instead of 

multiple formula driven prices. India is not only country launching trading hub. China 

plans to launch a natural gas trading hub in Chongqing this year. The world's biggest 

natural gas hub is the Henry Hub in the US state of Louisiana. 

 

 The World Bank-International Monetary Fund spring meetings is taking place 

where the Indian delegation is being led by economic affairs secretary Subhash Garg. 

He is the “alternate governor” for India on the IMF’s board of governors and heads 

the team in the absence of the designated governor, finance minister Arun Jaitley, 

who is undergoing treatment for a kidney ailment. Every IMF member country has a 

governor and alternate governor on the IMF’s board of governors, which is its highest 

decision-making body. IMF managing director is Christine Lagarde. The Indian 

delegation, which will include RBI governor Urjit Patel and Chief Economic Adviser 

Arvind Subramanian. 

 

 Work is at full swing to complete Nepal-India cross border petroleum pipeline 

project from Motihari to Amlekhgunj.The 69-km pipeline with a capacity of 

supplying 2 million tons of petroleum products per annum is expected to be 

completed in another 45 days. 

 

 The first meeting of the BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 

was held in the sidelines of the IMF/World Bank Spring Meetings in Washington 
D.C. Ministry of Finance, Government of India was represented in the meeting by 

Shri Subhash Chandra Garg , Secretary , Department of Economic Affairs (EA). 

 

 The World Bank projected India’s GDP growth at 7.3 per cent for the next 

financial year and accelerate further to 7.5 per cent in 2019-20. The World Bank’s 

biannual publication, India Development Update: India’s Growth Story, expects the 

economy to clock a growth rate of 6.7 per cent in the current fiscal ending March 31.  

 

 India will invest more than 1 billion pounds in the UK that will create or safeguard 

5,750 British jobs, as part of a new partnership forged during Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's visit as the two sides signed a wide range of MoUs, agreements and 

initiatives across technology, trade and investment. 

 

 

 Delhi to host third annual 5G India Congress 2018. Nexgen Conferences, one of 

India's leading conferences and B2B event organizers, has announced that the third 

edition of the Annual 5G India Congress 2018 will be held on April 20. 

 

 This year, State Bank of India tops the chart of BFSI (Banking and Financial 

Services Institutions) super-category despite seeing a dip in its overall brand trust 
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index rankings from 13th in 2017 to 21st this year. ICICI Bank topped the chart 

among the private ones. 

 

 

 India’s economy is forecast to grow 7.4% in the current fiscal from 6.7% in 

FY18 and accelerate further in FY20 to 7.8% as per the IMF’s latest forecast.  

 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank pips SBI to become India’s second most valuable bank. 

HDFC Bank Ltd remained country’s most valuable bank with a market capitalization 

of Rs5.04 trillion. 

 

 As per Trust Research Advisory’s Brand Trust Report 2018, State Bank of India 

(SBI) is the most-trusted bank (among both public and private sector banks) in India. 

ICICI tops in private sector. 
 

 India has ranked 10th on a new Commonwealth Innovation Index, topped by the 

UK, Singapore and Canada. The index was launched as part of a new Commonwealth 

Innovation Hub on the sidelines of the Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting (CHOGM). It has been created in partnership with the United Nations World 

Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and its annual Global Innovation Index 

(GII).  It is aimed at providing a tool that allows member states, organisations and 

citizens to benchmark themselves against 53 countries of the Commonwealth, with 

the new innovation hub offering a dedicated online space for Commonwealth 

countries to showcase what they have to offer and share with other members. 

 

 Just nine months after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the first list of big 

corporate defaulter the ‘Dirty Dozen’ for immediate resolution under the newly-

adopted Insolvency and Bankruptcy (IBC), it has received its first success. Vedanta, 

which won the bid for bankrupt Electrosteel Steels, got the final nod from 

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) closing the deal successfully. 

 

 1.55 lakh post offices have been integrated with 650 Payments Banks to enable 

an array of digital services including financial inclusion for 130 crore Indians by 

the govt. 

 

 According to International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) World Economic Outlook (WEO) 

for April 2018, India is now the world’s sixth largest economy at $2.6 trillion 

(interms of GDP), displacing France. The five economies ahead are United States, 

China, Japan, Germany and United Kingdom. 

 

 India is among four countries to pool into an innovative USD 5 million fund for 

small states to obtain easier access to international trade finance to diversify their 

economies and achieve the sustainable development goals. The announcement of the 

Commonwealth Small States Trade Finance Facility came at the ongoing 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in London. 
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 Leading stock exchange NSE's arm IISL today launched Nifty 200 Quality 30 
index, which will track the performance of select firms based on profitability and 

earnings growth variability. The new index includes top 30 companies from its parent 

Nifty 200 index, selected on the basis of their 'quality' scores said the India Index 

Services & Products Limited (IISL)  

 

 In order to add an extra layer of security to its systems, the Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI) has introduced Aadhaar QR codes in India which 

will have insensitive details like photos, name, address and birth date of the user and 

would not reveal the biometrics, bank details or the 12-digit identification number 

during verification. 

 

 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) had initiated a probe against 

ICICI Bank with respect to the alleged lapses in corporate governance norms 

while extending loans to the Videocon Group of companies. 

 

 The Reserve Bank of India will be releasing Rs 350 coins as a part of their limited 

edition to mark the 350th birth anniversary of Shri Guru Gobind Singh. The front 

face of the coin will have ‘Ashoka Pillar’ engraved on it, with the legend ‘ 

Satyamev Jayate’ inscribed below. “This face of the coin shall bear the picture of 

“Takht Shri Harimandir Ji Patna Sahib” in the centre in Devanagari in the picture. 

 

 India to be high middle-income economy by 2047, World Bank. 

 

 India’s first home-grown high purity gold reference standard –Bharatiya 

Nirdeshak Dravya (BND-4201). 

 

 India’s largest lender SBI and India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) signed 

a pact to offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-salaried and self-

employed home loan customers..  

 

 Logistic Sector in India has been granted Infrastructure status. 

 

LEGAL NEWS 

 

 The Lok Sabha on 20 December 2017 passed a bill to exclude bamboo from the 

definition of ‘tree’.  The bill permits felling and transit of bamboo grown in non-

forest areas and will amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927. Under the Indian Forest 
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Act, the definition of tree includes palms, bamboos, stumps, brush-wood, and canes. 

The Bill amends this definition of tree to remove the word bamboos.  

 

 Supreme Court against honour killings. The ruling came after activist Madhu 

Kishwar informed the Supreme Court about the recent murder of Ankit Saxena, 

a young man who was allegedly murdered by his lover's parents on the ground of 

honour killing. To this, the court emphasised that no one has any individual, group or 

collective right to harass a couple.  

 

 A bench of Justice J Chelameswar and Sanjay Kishan Kaul on April 16, 2018, 

dismissed a PIL challenging the perks, including pension and travel allowances, 

given to former Parliamentarians. ‘Lok Prahari’ had claimed that pension and 

other perks being given to MPs even after demitting office were contrary to Article 

14 of the Constitution. 

 

 A bench headed by Justice Rohinton F Nariman ruled the provisions of Legal 

Metrology Act, 2009 will not be applicable on hotels and restaurants selling 

bottled water and therefore, hotels cannot be put on trial for selling mineral water 

above MRP. 

 

 A Bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra made it clear that its interim order 

permitting the release of regional film ‘Nanak Shah Fakir’, based on the life of the 

first guru of the Sikhs, shall remain operational. The Supreme Court said Religion 

can’t bar a person from writing a book about it while addressing a plea by Sikhism’s 

highest religious bodies to stop the release of the National Award-winning and Censor 

Board-certified movie Nanak Shah Fakir for having a human characterise Guru 

Nanak. The film won the National Award for promoting national integrity. Senior 

advocate P.S. Patwalia, who is appearing for the Sikh religious bodies, said the 

Sikhs did not believe in living Gods or idols. 

 

 A bench of justice Adesh Kumar Goyal and U.U. Lalit in its order said that Mutual 

consent, 6-month cooling-off period not mandatory for divorce. Local judges can 

decide about the waiving off period.They were in the view that period of mentioned in 

section 13B (2) of Hindu Marriage Act is not mandatory but directory, it will be 

open to the court to exercise its discretion in the facts and circumstances of each 

case". 

 

 A bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Justices A K Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y 

Chandrachud and Ashok Bhushan disagreed  with the Bombay high court's ruling that 

a woman's religion merges with her husband's faith after marriage and 

requested the Valsad Zoroastrian Trust to reconsider its decision to bar a Parsi 

woman from entering the Tower of Silence to perform the last rites of her 

parents only because she married outside the community. Goolrokh M Gupta has 

been barred from entering the Tower of Silence by the Valsad trust.  
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 In Triple Talaq judgement, The court acted on a plea filed by six petitioners which 

included Shayara Bano, Ishrat Jahan, Gulshan Parween, Aafreen Rehman, and 

Atiya Sabri(5 women) and an organisation Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan. 

 

 

 In Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. The State of Maharashtra a Two-Judge Bench 

of Justices AK Goel and UU Lalit banned automatic arrests and registration of 

criminal cases under the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes Prevention 

of Atrocities Act, 1989. 

 

Know more 

 

 Section 18 of the PoA Act specifically bars the application of Section 438 of 

the CrPC (which provides for anticipatory bail) in respect of offences under 

the Act. Despite this, the court held that anticipatory bail should be granted 

until a prima facie case is made out – evidently oblivious to the fact that only 

after investigation it can be seen whether there is a prima facie case or not. 

 

 

The court held that:  

a) There is no absolute bar against grant of anticipatory bail in cases 

under the Atrocities Act if no prima facie case is made out or where on 

judicial scrutiny the complaint is found to be prima facie mala fide;  

b) Arrest of a public servant can only be after approval of the 

appointing authority and of a non-public servant after approval by 

the S.S.P. which may be granted in appropriate cases if considered 

necessary for reasons recorded  

c) To avoid false implication of an innocent, a preliminary enquiry may 

be conducted by the DSP concerned to find out whether the 

allegations make out a case under the Atrocities Act and that the 

allegations are not frivolous or motivated.  

 

REPORTS 

Index  India’s Rank Top Ranked Country 

Ease of Doing 

Business,2018 by World 

Bank Group 

100 New Zeland(1
st
), 

Singapore(2
nd

) 

Press Freedom Index,2017 136 Norway(1
st
 ),Sweden(2

nd
)  

Intellectual Property 

Index,2017 

43 United States(1
st
) , United 

Kingdom(2
nd

) 

Human development 

index,2016( compiled by 

United Nations) 

131 Norway(1
st 

), Australia(2
nd

)  

Sustainable development 117 Sweden(1
st
), Denmark 
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goals index,2017 (2
nd

) 

Global energy architecture 

Performance Index,2017 

87 Switzerland(1
st
), 

Norway(2
nd

) 

Global connectivity index, 

2017 

43 United 

States(1
st
),Singapore(2

nd
) 

Global Manufacturing 

Index 

30  

Global FDI Confidence 

Index, 2017 

8 United States(1
st
) 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

 Dr Vinod Kumar Sangwan, a post-doctoral researcher at Northwestern University 

and a team of scientists develops an electronic device that mimics human brain. This 

device named ‘memtransistor’ combines the functions of a memristor and a 

‘transistor’. 

 

 China has successfully launched its second Land Surveying Satellite LKW-2 (also 

known as Yaogan Weixing-32) into a preset orbit from Jiuquan Satellite Launch 

Center in the Gobi desert.  

 

 Yaogan-30 is Remote Sensing Satellite programme of China. The electro-optical 

digital imaging satellites  developed under it by China Academy of Space Technology 

(CAST). 

 

 

 

 Google has partnered with 3D laser scanning nonprofit CyArk to help preserve 

historical sites around the world that are at risk of irreversible damage or total erasure 

due to human conflict and natural disasters. The joint effort is called the Open 

Heritage project. 

 

 A team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee has 

achieved a measure of success by finding a small molecule that has good antiviral 

activity against chikungunya virus. 

 

 Claimed to be first of its kind in the world, Indian scientists have formulated an 

Ayurvedic medicine to cure dengue. An autonomous body under the Ministry of 

AYUSH and ICMR, the Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences 

(CCRAS) and regional research centre in Karnataka’s Belgaum have started 

conducting pilot studies for the medicine that have been proved clinically safe. 

 

 NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) launched on the first-of-its-

kind mission to find worlds beyond our solar system, including some that could 

support life. 
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 The Sunderban Reserve Forest, spread of 4,260 sq. km. with over 2,000 sq. km. of 

mangrove forests and creeks, is likely to be declared a Ramsar Site soon. 

 

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) successfully launched 

Colorado High-resolution Echelle Stellar Spectrograph or CHESS 4 on a NASA 

Black Brant IX sounding rocket, from the Kwajalein Atoll in The Republic of the 

Marshall Islands to study matter between stars 

 

 From now on, mango produced only within the Konkan region of Maharashtra 

will be called Hapus (also known as Alp- honso mango), which is conside- red a 

superior variety of the fruit, with great demand worldwide. The districts included at 

Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri and Raigad. The decision was taken by the Geographical 

Indications (GI) registrar in Mumbai, while hearing a petition filed by mango traders 

and agricultural research institutes from Konkan. A GI tag gives a regional identity to 

a product. It is a name that corresponds to products from a particular region. Only 

producers in that particular area can use the GI tagged name for their produce. It is 

done under the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act. 

Other popular products that have been GI tagged in India earlier include Darjeeling 

tea, Chanderi sarees, Coorg oranges. 

 

 In a recent study published in Science, researchers at ICFO - The Institute of 

Photonic Sciences in Barcelona, Spain, along with other members of the 

Graphene Flagship, reached the ultimate level of light confinement. They have been 

able to confine light down to a space one atom, the smallest possible. This will pave 

the way to ultra-small optical switches, detectors and sensors. 

 

 A team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee has 

achieved a measure of success by finding a small molecule that has good antiviral 

activity against chikungunya virus. The antiviral activity was so high that the small 

molecule was able to achieve almost 99% reduction in the virus when 5 microMolar 

was used. Currently, there are no drugs to treat chikungunya or any vaccine to prevent 

it. 

 

 Chandrayaan-2 launch postponed to October-November 2018 

 

 On 18th April 2018, NASA’s latest planet-hunting spacecraft TESS (Transiting 

Exoplanet Survey Satellite) on board a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket took off from 

Cape Canaveral, in Florida, United States. 

 

 Chinese scientists have developed a new device of 3D hollow-cone structure, named 

Artificial Transpiration that can greatly increase the solar-thermal conversion 

efficiency. 
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 India successfully conducted a flight test of its indigenously designed and developed 

long range sub–sonic cruise missile ‘Nirbhay’, which can deliver nuclea 

warheads to a strike range of 1000 km 

 

 Delhi ordered 36 Rafale fighter jets  from France to modernise its ageing 

Warplane fleet in June,2017. 

 

 

 China’s new indigenously developed multi-role stealth fighter jet J-10C, capable 

of striking precisely both land and maritime targets, were put into active combat 

duty. The third-generation supersonic fighter jets are equipped with an advanced 

avionics system and multiple advanced armament, making it capable of precisely 

striking both land and maritime targets within medium and close range. 

 

 ISRO set to launch first privately built satellite  called IRNSS-1L. 

 

 

 China successfully launched the first group of Yaogan-31 remote sensing satellites 

into space, which will be used for electromagnetic environment surveys and other 

related technology tests. Micro nano technology experiment satellite was also carried 

by a Long March-4C rocket into the orbit. It was the 271st mission for the Long 

March rocket family. 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

 

 Pritam Singh, an Indian-origin lawmaker in Singapore, was elected unopposed as the 

new secretary-general of the Singapore’s main opposition Workers’ Party. 

 

 Neelam Kapoor appointed as Director General of Sports Authority of India 

 

 S Somanath took charge as the Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 

(VSSC) in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 

 

 Shamika Ravi, a senior fellow at Brookings India, would be appointed as part-time 

member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM).  

The EAC-P is headed by NITI Aayog member Bibek Debroy. 
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 Dilip Asbe appointed as MD & CEO of National Payments Corporation of India 

 

 Vice Admiral AB Singh appointed as Chief of Staff of Western Naval Command 

 

 Five-time world champion MC Mary Kom has resigned as the national observer 

for Indian boxing. 

 

 Vijay Kumar Venkataraman was appointed as the Managing Director and Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of NCDEX. 

 

 Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, the National vice-president of the BJP and a member of the 

Rajya Sabha, was appointed the President of Indian Council of Cultural Relations 

(ICCR). 

 

 Former wicketkeeper of India Saba Karim (50) was appointed as the new General 

Manager (GM) of Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). 

 

 Peter Thomson has been appointed as the first special envoy of the UN for 

Oceans. 

 

 RBI Governor Urjit Patel has been appointed to the Financial Stability Institute 

Advisory Board of the Bank of International Settlement (BIS) 

 

 Chief Justice of Bangladesh Surendra Kumar Sinha resigned, six weeks after he 

went on a leave amid criticism over a Supreme Court verdict that scraped a vital 

constitutional amendment. 

 

 Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia Appointed Finance Secretary 

 

 In a first, UNICEF appoints Syrian refugee Muzoon Almellehan as Goodwill 

Ambassador. Muzoon Almellehan fled the conflict in Syria along with her family in 

2013 
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 Ana Brnabic appointed as the first female gay Prime Minister of Serbia 

 

 Theresa May appointed her close ally Damian Green as her first secretary of state, 

effectively her deputy prime minister. 

 

 Bollywood star Aishwarya Rai Bachchan has become the first female actor ever to 

hoist the Indian National Flag at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne in 2017 on 

the occasion of 70
th

 year of Independence 

 

 Nirmala Sitharaman became the first full time woman defence minister of the 

Country. 

 

 The Church of England has appointed Sarah Mullally, a woman as the bishop of 

London for the first time.  

 

 

 Rajiv Kumar Chander appointed as Ambassador and Permanent Representative 

of India to the United Nations Offices in Geneva. 

 

 Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu is 13
th

 Vice President of India 

 

 

 

 Kenneth Ian Juster is an American government official who is the United States 

Ambassador to India. 

 

 Kaamya Karthikeyan is the youngest girl from Andhra Pradesh to climb Mt 

Stok Kangri. 

 

 

 Shashi Shekar Vempati appointed as CEO of Prasar Bharati. He was appointed 

on the recommendation of the three member committee headed by Vice 

President M Hamid Ansari.  
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 Achim Steiner is Brazilian-German environmentalist who currently serves as the 

Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 

 

 Sagar Baheti became India's first visually impaired runner to participate and finish 

the Boston Marathon in 2017. 

 

 Mr Ram Nath Kovind is the 14
th

 President of India and was administered oath by 

Justice J. S. Khehar. He is the 2
nd

 Dalit Leader (first being K. R. Naryan) to be 

elected as President and served as Governor of Bihar from August, 2015 till 

June,2017. 

 

 Senior IAS officer Badri Narain Sharma was appointed the chairman of the newly 

constituted National Anti-Profiteering Authority (NAA) under the GST regime 

 

 Dalveer Bhndari is serving as ICJ judge for a second term. He was earlier voted to 

the post in 2012. 

 

 France voted a record number of women into Parliament, election results showed 

on after President Emmanuel Macron’s victorious Republic on the move. 

 

 Iranian President Hassan Rouhani appointed two female vice presidents 

a) Massoomeh Ebtekar was named as vice president in charge of women’s affairs. 

b) Laya Joneydi was appointed as the vice president for legal affairs, while another 

woman 

c) Shahindokht Mowlaverdi, was named as a special adviser for citizens’ rights.  

 

 Queen Elizabeth becomes first British Monarch to reach 65 years on the throne. 

 

 

SUMMITS 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi met leaders of Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark & 

Iceland for the first IndiaNordic Summit in Stockholm, Sweden on April 17. 

 

 First-ever Indo French Knowledge Summit was held in New  Delhi. 

 

 Shushma Swaraj co-chaired the fifth meeting of the India- Indonesia Joint 

Commission. She also inaugurated the 5
th

 Round Table of ASEAN- India network 

of Think Thank. 
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 119 of 164 members of World Trade Organisation (WTO) have backed Buenos 

Aires Declaration on Women and Trade at 11th WTO Ministerial Conference 

(MC11) held in Buenos Aires, Argentina. India opposed Buenos Aires 

Declaration on Women and Trade 

 

 Rising India Summit 2018 took place in New Delhi. 

 

 India’s firsh garbage festival ’Kachra Mahotsav’ was organized by the Raipur 

Municipal Corporation in Chhattisgarh from January 19 to 21, 2018. 

 

 India and Australia held its  ‘2+2 dialogue’ in New Delhi. 

 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will attend the 15th ASEAN-India Summit and 

the 12th East Asia Summit to be held in Manila, Philippines on 14 November 2017 

 

 10
th

 edition of Global forum for food and agriculture was held at Berlin, 

Germany in 2018. 

 

 The 2017 BRICS Youth Forum opened in Beijing, China in 2017 to discuss the 

development of the youth in the countries.The theme of the three-day forum is 

'Enhance BRICS Partnership, Promote Youth Development'. 

 

SPORTS 

 India’s 500th CWG medal: The historic medal was gained by Joshna Chinappa and 

Dipika Pallikal while taking silver in the women’s doubles in squash. Rashid Anwar 

was the nation’s first medal winner at the Games, winning bronze in men’s 74kg 

wrestling in London 1934. India, through 17 editions, now has a tally of 502 made up 

of 182 golds, 173 silvers and 147 bronze medals. 

 

 India finishes 1st at Junior Boxing Championship in Germany. 

 

 China's national marathon champion and Olympian Wang Jiali has been banned 

for eight years after failing a drugs test. 

 

 Son of Dreams was unveiled as official Mascot of the FIBA Basketball World Cup 

2019, in Beijing, China. 
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 The Mumbai Football Arena, the new hub of Indian football will play host to the 

inaugural edition of the four-nation Intercontinental Cup from June 1 to 10. 

 

 Saina Nehwal won a second Commonwealth Games women’s singles after defeating 

current World No. 3 P.V. Sindhu at 21-18, 23-21 in 56 minutes  

 

 K. Srikanth could not celebrate his ascent to World No. 1 ranking with a gold medal 

as he had to be content with the silver after going down to the legendary Lee Chong 

Wei 19-21, 21-14, 21-4. 

 

 Differently-abled Indian arm wrestler Shrimant Jha won a bronze medal at the Asian 

Armwrestling Championship, which is being held from April 16 to April 22 in 

Kazakhstan. 
 

 

 Differently-abled Indian arm wrestler Shrimant Jha made the country proud by 

picking up a bronze medal at the Asian Armwrestling Championship, which is 

being held from April 16 to April 22 in Kazakhstan. 
 

 International Olympic Committee(IOC) president Thomas Bach presented a 

memento to Indian Olympic medallist shooter Abhinav Bindra and boxer Vijender 

Singh. 

 

 Indian Olympics Association President Narinder Batra calls for boycotting the 

2022 Commonwealth Games over the absence of shooting from the event’s roster are 

going a “bit too extreme”. 

 

 Virat Kohli and Mithali Raj were named among Wisden's leading cricketers of 

the year 2017 in April,2018. 

 

 Rohit Sharma scored his record third One Day International double hundred in 

the second ODI of Indo-Srilanka Bilateral ODI series on December,13,2017. 
 

 Mithali Raj, Ekta Bisht, Harmanpreet in ICC women’s ODI, T20 teams of the 

year in December, 2017.Indian women’s cricket team skipper Mithali Raj was there 

with Ekta Bisht in the ICC T20 team of the year, World Cup star Harmanpreet Kaur 

joined the spinner in the ODI side. 

 

 Pakistan was the winner of 2017 ICC Champions Trophy. 

 

 Former India batsman V.V.S. Laxman has been elected an honorary life member of 

Marylebone Cricket Club, 
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 The Kerala High Court set aside the lifetime ban imposed on cricketer S 

Sreesanth by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) alleging engagement 

in spot-fixing during an Indian Premier League (IPL) match in 2013.  BCCI had 

continued with the ban despite a Delhi sessions court exonerating him in July 2015. 

 

 Kidambi Srikanth World No 1, first Indian to reach top spot in men’s 

badminton rankings.  
 

 Spain’s Rafael Nadal remained in the number one spot in the men’s Association of 

Tennis Professionals world singles rankings in April,2018 followed by Roger 

Federer . Simona Halep (Romania) remained in the number one spot in the 

women’s Association of Tennis Professionals world singles rankings. Yuki 

Bhambri reached his career-best ATP ranking of 83 . 

 

 The UN World Tourism Organisation has appointed FC Barcelona’s Argentine 

Lionel Messi as an ambassador to promote responsible tourism. 

 

 2018 Asia Cup will be played in the month of September, 2018 in AbuDabhi, UAE 

and was originally slated to be held in India. 

 

 

 Pardeep Singh clinched the silver medal in the men's 105kg weightlifting event at 

Commonwealth games held at Australia. 

 

 Mehuli Ghosh and Apurvi Chandela bagged silver and bronze respectively in the 

Women's 10m Air Rifle competition in Commonwealth games. 

 

 Michael Jordan is World’s Highest-Paid Athlete of All Time, Followed by Tiger 

Woods And Arnold Palmer 

 

 Heena Sidhu  won her second medal of the 2018 Commonwealth Games, taking 

gold in the women's 25m pistol (Precision/Rapid) finals. 

 

AWARDS 

 

 Aditi Rao Hydari to receive Dada Saheb Phalke excellence award 2018 for the Best 

Leading Lady (Critics Award) for her memorable performance in ‘Bhoomi’. 

 

 The India-born engineer Vikas Sathaye who was part of the team that bagged the 

scientific and engineering award at the Oscars 2018 Scientific and Technical 

Awards. 
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 Jailed Egyptian photojournalist Mahmoud Abu Zeid won the 2018 Press 

Freedom Prize awarded by UNESCO. 

 

 Cine actor Salman Khan has topped the Forbes India Celebrity 100 list 2017 for 

the second consecutive year. 

 

 Jitesh Singh Deo won the Peter England Mr. India 2017 title on 14 December 

2017. 

 

 

 The Californian Kendrick Lamar has won the Pulitzer Prize for music - the first 

ever non-classical or jazz artist to win the prestigious prize. 

 

 Madhya Pradesh has bagged the Most Film Friendly State Award given by the 
central government for its efforts to ease filming in the state by creating a well-

structured website, film friendly infrastructure and more. 

 

 Karan Johar will be Bollywood's first filmmaker to get a wax statue at Madame 

Tussauds, London. 

 

 The awards of Print Biennale India 2018 were given at a function in New Delhi 

on April 20, 2018. ‘Print Biennale India 2018’, the first-ever International Exhibition 

of Graphic Prints was inaugurated in New Delhi on March 25, 2018. 

Winners of Dadahaheb Phalke Excellence Awards 2018: 

Category Winner 

Best actor (male) Shahid Kapoor 

Best actor people’s choice award Ranveer Singh 

Entertainer of the year Kartik Aryan 

Best actress (critics) Aditi Rao Hydari 

Lifetime achievement award Simi Garewal 

Pride of Indian cinema Sanjay Dutt 

Path breaking producer of the year  Anushka Sharma and Karnesh Sharma 

Best director Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari 

 

 

 Two craft forms from Telangana have now got international recognition. The iconic 

Adilabad Dokra, an ancient bell metal craft, and Warangal Dhurries, a popular 

cotton rug, have been accorded with the Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the 

Geographical Indications Registry of India. 
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 Three-time Oscar winning filmmaker Steven Spielberg has created history by 

becoming the first director whose films have globally taken in over $10 billion. 
His latest film Ready Player One has helped the 71-year-old achieve this milestone. 

The Lord of the Rings filmmaker, Peter Jackson, and Transformers Michael Bay are 

the next two highest grossing directors. 

 

 Egyptian photojournalist Mahmoud Abu Zeid, aka Shawkan, to receive 2018 

UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize. 

 

 Manto , directed by actor-filmmaker Nandita Das, will be competing in the 71st 

Cannes Film Festival’s official “Un Certain Regard” section. The festival is being 

held from May 8-19,2018. The biographical film on the celebrated Indo-Pakistani 

writer Saadat Hasan Manto, with Nawazuddin Siddiqui in the titular role, is the 

only Indian film to have made it to the official selection at the festival this year. 

 

 Rajkummar Rao starrer Newton, which was India’s official entry in the Foreign 

Language Film category at the 2018 Oscars, couldn’t make it to the final list of 

nominations. 

 

 Uma Selected as Official Selection at New York Indian Film Festival 2018. 

 

 Diddy easily topped Forbes' Highest-Paid Musician list after taking in $130 million 

in over the past year 

 

 The Sri Ranganathaswamy temple at Srirangam has bagged an award of merit from 

Unesco for protecting and conserving cultural heritage,thus bagging UNESCO 

Award. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K Palanichamy received UNESCO 

Award of Merit awarded to the iconic Srirangam Ranganathaswamy temple in 

Tiruchirapalli. 

 

 Dr. Akinwumi Ayodeji Adesina, the President of the African Development Bank 

(AfDB), will be recognized as the 2017 World Food Prize Laureate. 

 

 UNESCO has named Giuseppina Nicolini, Mayor of Lampedusa (Italy) and the 

non-governmental organisation SOS Méditerranée (France) as UNESCO’s Felix 

Houphouet-Boigny Peace Prize 2017 . 

 

 Firoz Merchant, a Dubai-based Indian businessman and philanthropist, became the 

first expatriate to receive prestigious community service medal in UAE in 2017. 
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 ISRO received 2014 Indira Gandhi Peace Prize. 

 

 UNHCR has been named as the recipient of the Mother Teresa Memorial Award for 

Social Justice, 2017, 

 

 Ogilvy India’s Piyush Pandey and Prasoon Pandey to be honoured with the Lion of 

St. Mark, the Cannes Lions’ Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

 Turismo de Portugal I.P (Portugal), Mangalajodi Ecotourism Trust (India), 

Tryponyu (Indonesia) and SEGGITUR (Spain) are the winners of the 14th Edition of 

the UNWTO Awards for Innovation in Tourism. 

 

 Historical hip-hop musical "Hamilton" took seven trophies including best new 

musical at British theater's Olivier Awards in April,2018 where women's rights 

activists joined stage stars on the red carpet to support the Time's Up movement. 

 

 

 Social activist Teesta Setalvad was honoured with a medal of courage by Radical 

Desi publications and Indians Abroad For Pluralist India at an event organised in 

commemoration of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Surrey, Canada. On the 

occasion, the Punjabi edition of Foot Soldier of the Constitution was launched. 

Originally authored by Ms. Setalvad in English, it has been translated by Buta 

Singh, editor of Lok Kafila, a Punjabi magazine. 

 

 Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) won the 18th Energy Globe World 

Award -2017 as the one and only organisation from India 

 

 Jio Film Fair Award-2018  

 

 

 Best Film- Hindi Medium  

 Best Film (Critics) -Newton  

 Best Actor – Irrfan Khan (Film-Hindi Medium)  

 Best Actress – Vidya Balan (film- yours Sulu)  

 Best Actor (Critics) – Rajkumar Rao (Film-Trapped)  

 Best Actress (Critic) -Jaira Wasim (film-Secret Superstar)  

 Lifetime Achievement Award- People’s Choice Award for Best Short 

Film for Bappi Lahiri and Mala Sinha 

 

 

DAYS 
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 World Heritage Day is an annual event celebrated on 18 April. At present, Italy leads 

with 53 sites followed by China with 52 sites. In India, there are 36 sites that have 

been declared as World Heritage. 

 

 On April 21, 2018, the first official World Creativity and Innovation Day 

(#WCID) will be celebrated. Observed six days after Leonardo da Vinci’s birthday 

and one day before International Mother Earth Day, #WCID is well positioned to 

encourage creative multidisciplinary thinking to help us achieve the sustainable future 

we want. 

 

 Earth Day is celebrated on April 22. On the occasion of Earth Day, leaders across 

India and the world voiced solidarity over protection and preservation of the planet, 

with emphasis on reduction of plastic use and adopting a sustainable lifestyle. People 

around the globe also came together to celebrate the Earth Day. 

 

 Manipur on April 23 observed ‘Khongjom Day’ in commemoration of the Anglo-

Manipur War of 1891, and paid rich tributes to the martyrs of the state. The 1891 

armed conflict was the last battle fought between the Kingdom of Manipur and the 

British Empire, wherein Manipur lost its sovereignty. 

 

 World Book and Copyright Day is observed on 23 April. Each year, UNESCO and 

the international organizations representing the three major sectors of the book 

industry - publishers, booksellers and libraries, select the World Book Capital for a 

one-year period, effective 23 April each year. The city of Athens was chosen for the 

quality of its activities, supported by the entire book industry. The aim is to make 

books accessible to the city’s entire population, including migrants and refugees. 

 

 National Civil Service Day is observed April 21. This date is chosen to honor the 

day in 1947 when first Home Minister of Independent India, Sardar  Vallabhbhai 

Patel addressed the probationers of Administrative Services Officers at Metcalf 

House, Delhi, he referred to civil servants as the ‘steel frame of India’. 

 

 World Day for Laboratory Animals is observed on 24 April. 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

 Veteran journalist Surendra Nihal Singh died. He was honoured for opposing 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi during the emergency. 

 Soviet Officer Stanislav Petrov, 'The Man Who Saved The World,' Dies At 77 : 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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 According to the Real Estate Regulation Act, 70% of the funds collected from 

buyers would have to be deposited in a separate bank account in case of new 

projects and 70% of unused funds in case of ongoing projects.  

 

 INDRA 2017:  India, Russia 'Tri-Service' military exercise . 

 

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) observed 'Ganga Cleanliness 

Pledge Day' on 02nd May 2017 at various places in the river's basin states to spread 

awareness and ensure public participation in the program. 

 

 The European Union’s competition watchdog has fined Google a record 2.42 

billion euro for breaching the anti-trust rules by illegally favouring its shopping 

service 

 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave its approval for 

the amendment in Section 2 and Section 3 of the Public Premises (Eviction of 

Unauthorised Occupants) Act (PPE Act, 1971) by inserting definition of 

'residential accommodation occupation' in a new clause in section 2 of the Act 
and inserting provisions relating to eviction from 'residential accommodation 

occupation' in a new sub-section 3B below sub-section 3A of Section 3 of the Act. 

 

 China has issued a commemorative stamp in honor of the world's largest radio 

telescope, located in the southwestern province of Guizhou. 

 

 Indian Navy’s second LCU (landing craft utility) Mark IV L52 ship built by 

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited (GRSE), Kolkata, was formally 

launched in Kolkata, West Bengal on July,20
th

. 

 

 US adds China to the list of Worst Human Trafficking Offenders. As per the 

report, India is a source, destination, and transit country for men, women, and children 

subjected to forced labour and sex trafficking 

 

 The newly refurbished USS Constitution which is world's oldest commissioned 

warship sailed again on 20
th

 October, 2017. 
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 Bengaluru has been named the world’s most affordable tech city in the new Savills 

Tech Cities Index 2017. Overall, Bengaluru ranks 20th among tech cities in the 

world while Austin topped the list, followed by San Francisco and New York 

 

 India has decided to replace the Maitri research station in Antarctica with a new 

one in the next three to four years. 

 

 A 483-MW gas-steam Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant, built by a China-

Russia joint venture, officially started operation on 20 June 2017.The CHP is the 

tangible result of the Huadian-Teninskaya joint project 

 

 China launches its first self-developed bullet train 'Fuxing' between Shanghai and 

Beijing. The train boasts a top speed of 400kmh (248mph) and a consistent speed of 

350kmh (217mph) 
 

 

 India has opened its first private small arms manufacturing plant at Malanpur, 

Madhya Pradesh in a joint venture with Israel. 

 

 Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has inaugurated the first Afghanistan-India air 

corridor during a ceremony at the Kabul International Airport – a direct route 

that bypasses Pakistan and is meant to improve commerce. 

 

 Aymanam ward in the Kerala district on became India’s first digitalised 

panchayat ward. 

 

 The revenue department has exempted residents of Assam, Jammu and Kashmir, 

Meghalaya, and citizens above 80 years from mandatory quoting of Aadhaar to 

obtain PAN cards and file tax returns. 

 

 Australia announced online visa applications for Indian nationals applying for 

Australian visitor visas from 1 July,2017 

 

 Government has created the National Commission for Socially and 

Educationally Backward Classes (NSEBC) in March,2017. It will replace the 

existing National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC),  created in 

response to a Supreme Court ruling in 1992. 
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 France, UK announce action plan to stop terror propaganda on internet. 

 

 India and Russia have signed the St Petersburg Declaration to mark the 70th 

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two nations in 

June,2017. 

 

 Decorated Indian lawyer and women’s rights campaigner, Indira Jaising, Sri Lanka’s 

former human rights chief Radhika Coomaraswamy and Christopher Dominic 

Sidoti, a prominent human rights advocate from Australia, were appointed by 

UNHCR  to lead the 3-member committee to probe alleged atrocities against 

Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslims. 

 

 Sharad Kumar Jain has assumed the additional charge of director general, 

National Water Development Agency (NWDA). 

 

 The Tapanuli orangutan lives in the Batang Toru forest on Sumatra island, 

Indonesia. Newly-found Tapanuli orangutan is world’s most endangered great ape 

 

 Bank of China (BoC) will be setting up its first branch in Karachi,Pakistan as it 

has received its banking license from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)  

 

 Britain's senior-most Indian-origin minister Priti Patel has resigned from her 

Cabinet post over her unauthorised secret meetings with Israeli politician on 8
th

 

November,2017. 

 

 ISRO, NASA to jointly inspect 'oldest civilization' site in Haryana Fatehabad 

district to verify claims of it being the oldest civilization in the world.   

 

 Zimbabwe military under Constantino Chiwenga took control of Zimbabwe 

after Robert Mugabe was put under house arrest in Novemeber, 2017. 

Emmerson Mnangagwa became the new president of Zimbabwe. 

 

 

 Evergreen revolution, that is the need for moving from the concept of ’food 

security’ to ‘nutrition security to enable the country to meet the challenge faced by 

the agriculture sector. The dream is to ensure that the farmers’ income doubles by 
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2022, when the country celebrates its 75th Independence day. M S Swaminathan 

coined the term ‘Evergreen Revolution’ 
 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is all set to launch its most powerful 

launch vehicle, Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) Mark III into 

space, earlier named Launch Vehicle Mark (LVM)-3. 

 

 Indian Oil Corporation has overtaken Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC) to become India’s most profitable state-owned company by the financial 

year ended March 31, 2017 

 

 The National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO), the technical 

intelligence agency under National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval, will now 

have similar powers as the Intelligence Bureau (IB) and the Research and 

Analysis Wing (R&AW), as in May,2017. 

 

 DRDO’s Aeronautical Test Range launched in Karnataka. 

 

 Vidya – Veerta Abhiyan has been launched to encourage Universities and 

educational institutions across the country to display portraits of Param Veer 

Chakra-decorated soldiers. 

 

 GSLV-Mk III’s first developmental flight, D1, will carry on June 5 the GSAT-19 

satellite developed to help improve telecommunication and broadcasting areas. 

 

 World's biggest and most active volcanoes formed is in Hawaii. 

 

 European Union (EU) anti-trust regulators said they would fine Facebook €110 

million ($122.4 million) for providing misleading information on the purchase of 

WhatsApp in 2014. 

 

 The Indian telecom regulator (TRAI) slapped a cumulative penalty of Rs 3,050 

crore on three telecom players — Bharti Airtel, Vodafone India and Idea Cellular 

— for not providing sufficient points of interconnections (PoI) to Reliance Jio. 

 

 Saral Eindhan Vitaran Application (SEVA) is developed in-house by Coal India 

Limited (CIL) for power sector consumers. 
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 The UP Chief Minister sought cooperation from Belgium to provide techniques for 

cleaning river Ganga before the start of Prayag Ardh Kumbh in 2019. 

 

 Odisha based activist Akhand has made a national record and entered into the 

Limca Book of Records for highest number of replies received from a single 

organisation on a Right to Information (RTI) application regarding Internal 

Complaint Committees (ICC) to deal with sexual harassment at workplace. 

 

 The Union cabinet gave its nod to the maternity benefit programme providing 

Rs6,000 each to lactating mothers, but restricted the scheme to firstborns only. 

Pregnant women and lactating mothers are eligible to receive a cash benefit of 

Rs5,000 in three instalment through direct benefit transfer from the women and child 

development ministry.The mother will receive the initial Rs1,000 after early 

registration of pregnancy, Rs2,000 after at least one antenatal check-up (after six 

months of pregnancy) and Rs 2,000 after the child birth is registered and has 

received the first cycle of BCG, OPV, DPT and Hepatitis-B or its 

equivalent/substitute. 

 A set of 4 books titled ‘Swachh Jungle ki kahani – Dadi ki Zubani’ is authored 

by Dr. Madhu Pant. 

 

 Arjun Maini becomes the first Indian to win a GP3 Race   

 Two schemes “One IP- Two Dispensaries” and “Aadhaar based Online Claim 

Submission” were launched on the occasion of International Labour Day (May 

1st). 

 

 The Memorandum of Agreements (MoAs) for purchase of 1000 MW wind power 

under MNRE’s first wind auction Scheme were signed between PTC India, the 

trading company, and Discoms of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Delhi, Odisha 

and Assam in May,2017. 

 

 Foundation Stone of the 3
rd

 Indian Agricultural Research Institute has been laid 

down at Gogamukh in Assam. 

 

 Union Home Minister chaired the first meeting of CMs of 5 States on Indo-China 

Border in Gangtok. 

 

 In a first of its kind initiative, IIT Madras has taken its teaching process out of 

the confines of the campus. 
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 Darwaza Band campaign has been launched to promote toilet use and freedom 

from open defecation across the country’s villages and is led by Shri Amitabh 

Bachchan. The ‘Darwaza Band’ campaign has been supported by the World Bank 

and also features Ms Anushka Sharma, who will be seen encouraging women to 

stand up for this issue in their villages and assume a leadership role. 

 

 The Delhi High Court in May, 2017 refused to stay the income tax proceedings 

against Young Indian Ltd in the case of alleged misappropriation of assets of 

National Herald newspaper involving Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 

Gandhi. The High Court asked the company to withdraw the petition and approach 

the income tax assessing officer, after which the firm withdrew its petition. 

 

 Bharatiya Nirdeshak Dravya (BND 4201) gold bar is  the bar weighing 20gm and 

with the dimensions of a ‘Parle-G’ biscuit. 

 

 The book ‘Mann Ki Baat: A Social Revolution on Radio’ is authored by Shri 

Rajesh Jain. The book ‘Marching with a billion’ is written by Udhay Mahurkar. 

 

 Venezuela's embattled president, Nicolas Madurao issued a decree for writing a 

new constitution in May,2017. 

 

 According to India Development Report released by World Bank,  India had one of 

the lowest female participation in the workforce, ranking 120th among 131 

countries. 

 

 Bihar reports the highest rate of crimes against Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribe 

population, while West Bengal reports the lowest 

 

 Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister, Pema Khandu, flagged off an expedition to Mount 

Everest at the National Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports (NIMAS) 

campus at Dirang in Arunachal Pradesh.The 10-member expedition team led by 

NIMAS Director Colonel, Sarfraz Singh would attempt summiting the world’s 

highest peak from June ,2017 

 

 

 Japan is keen on collaborating with India on projects in Asia and Africa as a 

counter to China’s Belt and Road initiative (B&RI). 

 

 India opened its first private small arms manufacturing plant at Malanpur, 

Madhya Pradesh in a joint venture with Israel. 
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 ‘Feed the Future Now’, a campaign by the NGO Akshaya Patra Foundation that 

aims to serve five billion meals to children across India by 2020.This campaign 

was launched on World Hunger Day, 2017(28
th

 May, 2017). 

 

 Paytm has raised $1.4 Bn from the SoftBank Group, the Japanese Internet and 

telecom major, inOne97 Communications parent company of Paytm. 

 

 The 52nd Annual Meetings of the African Development bank are being held in 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 22 to 26 May 2017. This is the first time that the Annual 

Meetings of AfDB are being held in India. 

 

 UN Vesak Day was inaugurated in Colombo on May 12. 

 

 Union Government on 16 June 2017 made quoting of Aadhaar mandatory for 

opening of bank accounts as well as for any financial transaction of Rs. 50,000 

and above. 

 

 Indian Railway will set up world's highest rail track which will commence at Leh 

in Jammu and Kashmir and will connect all important locations between Bilaspur 

and Leh. 

 

 India is open to 100 % foreign direct investment (FDI) in defence if firms are 

willing to provide full technology transfer. 

 

 Sjoerd Marijne was appointed the new Chief Coach of the Indian men’s Hockey 

team by the Sports Ministry .  Hockey India sacked national coach Roelant 

Oltmans after a string of unimpressive outings at the international level. 

 

 Raquel Dodge became first woman General Prosecutor of Brazil. 

 

 The 2018 Women’s World T20 (sixth edition) will be hosted by West Indies 

(Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana, and St Lucia) from 9th-24th November 2018.   
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 ‘Fireball’ is the name of the Chinese malware that was detected during starting 

days of June 2017. 

 

 Star India has won the television and digital rights for the Indian Premier League 

(IPL) for a period of five years, from 2018 to 2022 

 

 FIFA U-17 World Cup song officially launched. In addition, the song features a 

host of music artists that include Sunidhi Chauhan, Neeti Mohan, Babul Supriyo, 

Shaan, Papon, Mika along with a rap performance by actor Abhishek Bachchan.  

 

 On September 15th, 2017 Famous Bollywood actor Salman Khan was honored with 

the ‘Global Diversity Award 2017’ at the British Parliament House (House of 

Commons). 

 Indian woman boxer M C Mary Kom has become the first Indian to be picked as 

the International Boxing Association's (AIBA) representative for the IOC 

Athletes' Forum scheduled in November 

 

 Rajnikant Mishra appointed Chief of Sashastra Seema Bal. Mishra will succeed 

Archana Ramasundaram who is set to retire on 30 September 2017. 

 

 Ace Indian cricketer Virat Kohli slammed his 29th one-day international 

hundred. The 28-year-old India captain is now third on the list of most ODI 

hundreds behind Sachin Tendulkar (49) and Ricky Ponting (30). 

 

 Inder Jit Singh appointed as Chairperson of National Authority for Chemical 

Weapons Convention ,NACWC. It was established on 29 April 2017. 

 

 INS Satpura and INS Kadmatt deployed to East and Southeast Asia as Part of 

India's 'Act East Policy'. INS Satpura and INS Kadmatt departed from 

Visakhapatnam 

 

 West Bengal topped the list of states with new registrations under the Goods and 

Services Tax regime at 77 per cent while the national average is 23 
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 RBI uses Currency Verification & Processing Machine for processing currency 

notes. 

 

 Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Ltd given the status of scheduled bank by RBI 

 

 Jupiter is the oldest planet of the solar system as concluded by a newly conducted 

research. 

 

 Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen constructed massive airplane Stratolaunch’ 

building at the California desert for many years.  It would be the world’s largest 

airplane with a wingspan wider than Howard Hughes’ Spruce Goose. It was unveiled 

for the first time on 31 May 2017. 

 

 Congress-led opposition named Meira Kumar as presidential nominee. 

 

 Government to appoint Nyaya Mitras to accelerate pending cases. The Union 

government would be appointing Nyaya Mitras across the country to speed up the 

hearing of cases that have been pending in the lower courts for the last 10 years. 

 

 

 The base year for the Index of Industrial Production and the Wholesale Price 

Index will be 2011-12 and not the current 2004-05. The Consumer Price Index 

and the GDP and gross value addition also have 2011-12 as the base year. 

 

 The Peace Palace, home of the International Court of Justice in The Hague, held 

public hearings on the case of Kulbhushan Jadhav, the former Indian Naval 

officer, who was arrested and sentenced to death by Pakistan in April over allegations 

of espionage and abetting terror in May,2017. Harish Salve charged Rs 1 for 

fighting Jadhav’s case at International Court of Justice 

 

 

 Mission Bhagiratha: Telangana Drinking Water grid project aims at reaching out 

drinking water supply to even remotest place in the State. 

 

 Japan is going to build a war museum at the hillock at Maiba Lokpa in 

Bishnupur district, Manipur, where a Japanese camp was located during World 

War II. 
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 Justice (Retd.) Mukul Mudgal was elected as head of FIFA’s governance 

committee at the world football governing body’s 67th Congress in Bahrain’s 

capital city of Manama. 

 

 Haryana Assembly unanimously passed a resolution in May,2017 urging the 

Parliament to effect an appropriate amendment in the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 

1966 to provide for the creation of a separate High Court for the State in 

Chandigarh. 

 

 Indian reserchers use Bergenin, a phytochemical isolated from tender leaves of 

sakhua or shala tree (Shorea robusta) to kill TB bacteria. 

 

 13th International Permaculture Convergence (IPC) to be held at Hyderabad 

from November 27 to December 2, 2017. 

 

 The National Basketball Association (NBA) announced the setting up of its 

academy in India at the Jaypee Greens Integrated Sports Complex at Greater 

Noida. 

 

 In fresh conditions, Iran wants India to pay more than triple the gas price for award 

of the coveted Farzad-B natural gas block to ONGC Videsh (OVL). 

 

 Cheteshwar Pujara has been recommended by the BCCI for the Arjuna Award 

in May, 2017. The Indian cricket board has also nominated women’s cricket 

team member Harmanpreet Kaur. The Boxing Federation of India (BFI) has 

recommended the women’s trio of World Championship silver-medallists — 

Saweety Boora (81kg), Sonia Lather (57kg), and Sarjubala Devi (51kg) — for 

this year’s Arjuna awards. 

 

 ARJUN AWARD WINNERS, 2017 

 

Ms. V.J. Surekha Archery 

Ms. Khushbir Kaur Athletics 
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Mr. Arokia Rajiv Athletics 

Ms. Prasanthi Singh Basketball 

Sub. Laishram Debendro Singh Boxing 

Mr. Cheteshwar Pujara Cricket 

Ms. Harmanpreet Kaur Cricket 

Ms. OinamBembem Devi Football 

Mr. S.S.P. Chawrasia Golf 

Mr. S.V. Sunil Hockey 

Mr. Jasvir Singh Kabaddi 

Mr. P. N. Prakash Shooting 

Mr. A. Amalraj Table Tennis 
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Mr. Saketh Myneni Tennis 

Mr. Satyawart Kadian Wrestling 

Mr. Mariyappan Para-Athlete 

Mr. Varun Singh Bhati Para-Athlete 

 

 

 Chennai airport followed the footsteps of Mumbai and Hyderabad airports and 

went "silent" from Monday, putting an end to audio announcements on flight 

information. 

 

 Shakti is the Scheme for Harnessing and Allocating of Koyala (coal) 

Transparently in India. 

 

 In a first, the Reserve Bank of India is creating a post of a chief financial officer 

(CFO) and has sought applications for the position. 

 

 The US Central Intelligence Agency has announced the formation of a special unit 

dedicated to assessing North Korea's nuclear weapons threat. 

 

 The Philippines deployed attack helicopters and special forces to drive out Islamic 

State-linked rebels from Marawi City on Mindanao island. 

 

 Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank approved USD 160 million loan for a power 

project in Andhra Pradesh, the first credit from the bank for an Indian project. 

 

 Spain's Supreme Court confirmed a 21-month jail sentence and 2.09-million-euro 

($2.25 million) fine imposed on Lionel Messi for tax fraud, months after the 

Barcelona football star lodged an appeal in the month of May, 2017. 
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 PM Narendra Modi and Chief Justice J S Khehar launched an ambitious scheme for 

complete digitisation of litigation in all courts, which in the first phase promises 

paperless filing of appeals in the Supreme Court from July 3, 2017. 

 

 India’s First Tejas Express Between Mumbai and Karmali, Goa. 

 

 On May 24, 2017, Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (Independent 

Charge) Vijay Goel announced “Adopt a Slum” campaign to mark completion of 

three years of the BJP Government at the centre. Indira Basti in New Delhi was 

adopted by Minister of State for Youth affairs and Sports Vijay Goyal Under ‘Adopt a 

Slum campaign 

 

 The Election Commission (EC) launched a toll-free number (1800111950) for 

citizens to reach out with queries, give suggestions or lodge complaints pertaining to 

polls, electoral rolls and other related issues. 

 

 Olympic silver medallist P V Sindhu became one of the members of the BWF 

Athletes’ Commission after the end of voting for the four places on the 

representative body. 

 

 The central government will not bring back its proposal to decrease rate of 

deduction from salary towards provident fund savings from 12% to 10%. 

 

 India's Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F09) successfully 

launched the  South Asia Satellite (GSAT-9) from the Second Launch Pad at the 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR (SDSC SHAR), Sriharikota in May,2017. 

 

 India is the first country to have all government-owned ports running on solar 

and wind energy by 2019. 

 

 Shri Kalraj Mishra, Union Minister for MSME gave away the MSME Awards 

2015 in June,2017 

 

 The eighth edition of Petersburg Climate dialogue began with China taking 

centrestage in the informal ministerial consultation emphasizing its commitment to 

achieving international cooperation over climate change. The Petersburg Dialogue is 

an annual informal ministerial consultation which is co-hosted by the German 

government and the chair of the annual UN-sponsored climate negotiations. The effort 

was initiated in 2010 by German chancellor Angela Merkel following the failure to 
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secure a global agreement on climate change at Copenhagen in 2009.  

 

 The 43rd G7 summit was held on May 26–27, 2017 in Taormina, Sicily, Italy. 

 

 State Bank of India (SBI) has decided to allow cash withdrawals from its wallet 

— SBI Buddy — through automated teller machines from June 1, subject to a 

charge of Rs. 25 per transaction for such withdrawals, irrespective of the 

amount. 

 

 Dr. Desh Bandhu Gupta, Founder and Chairman of Lupin Limited (Lupin), passed 

away early this morning in Mumbai 

 

 After football and badminton, Sachin Tendulkar has jumped on the kabbadi 

bandwagon becoming the co-owner of the Chennai franchise along with N. 

Prasad for the fifth season of the Pro Kabbadi League in May, 2017. 

 

 The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in May,2017 issued a notice to 

Jharkhand government and officials to prepare a report on alleged recruitment of 

children by Maoists which is considered a gross violation of human rights. 

 

 

 9th India-ASEAN ministerial dialogue on July 4,2017 held in New Delhi. The 

congregation is known as 'Delhi Dialogue'. 

 

 The Army carried out a successful test of the advanced BrahMos Block III Land 

Attack Cruise Missile (LACM) in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in May , 2017. 

Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) initially put a cap at The range of 

the supersonic missile  at 290 km which  extended to 450 km after India joined 

MTCR and the plan is to increase it to 600km. 

 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has operationally started working to create 

several regional hubs including New Delhi as one for South Asia. 

 

Space achievements 

 

 

 The country’s first astronomy satellite was launched in September, 2015. 

 

 The Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) likely to 

be housed in Maharashtra. 
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 The Indian space agency has achieved several milestones in the first half of year 

2017 when it launched 104 satellites in one go on February 15, then the launch 

of the country's heaviest rocket GSLV Mk III+ on June 5 and thereafter the 

launch of 31 satellites, including with Cartosat-2 satellite, in one go on June 23 

from Sriharikota. 

 

 Mars obiter Mission 2 or Mangalayan 2 will be placed by ISRO on mars in 

2021-22. 

 

 Aditya-L1 is a spacecraft whose mission is to study the Sun. It will be launched 

by ISRO IN 2020. 

 

 ISRO's 'Rocket Man' and famous scientist Sivan K is 9
th

 head of ISRO and 

helped send 104 satellites in a single mission. 

 

 BHUVAN is the geo-platform of the ISR0 to geo tag all assets. 

 

 IRNSS-1I is the  replacement satellite for the first navigational satellite IRNSS-

1A. 

 

 

 

 DRDO’s aero test range inaugurated at  World War II airfield, some 70 km away 

at Kolar. 

 

 According to Global Nutrition Report 2017, India has the largest number of 

anaemic women in the world. 

 

 Biaras Drass Hydropower plant project became the first one to be commissioned 

under the Prime Minister’s Ladakh Renewable Energy Initiative on 10 November 

2017.   

 

 New Israeli Chrysanthemum flower named after PM Narendra Modi 
 

 Sukhoi-30 fighter jet with two pilots goes missing near Assam’s Tezpur. The 

Russia-made fighter jet, with two pilots on board, took off from Salonibari in the 

north-eastern state. 

 

 Udaipur to be India's first ever Bird-Park 
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 The US and six Gulf countries, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 

the UAE have joined hands to curb financing of dreaded terror groups such as 

Islamic State, Lashkar-e-Taiba, the Haqqani network and Taliban. 

 

 The foundation stone of the country’s biggest Global Skill Park was laid in Bhopal 

 

 The Central Pollution Control Board of India has announced the list of the most 

polluted cities in the country. Ghaziabad topped the list as the most polluted city 

while Delhi is at number 4. 

 

 The National Green Tribunal announced that anyone found dumping electronic 

waste (e-waste) on the banks of river Ramganga in Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh 

would have to pay Rs one lakh as environment compensation. 

 

 Ovais Sarmad who is an Indian national has been appointed by the U.N. Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres to the post of Deputy Executive Secretary, which is a 

key post in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) in May,2017. 

 

 Kapil Dev unveiled his first-ever wax figure at Madame Tussauds, which will be 

among other such figures of sports icons in May, 2017. 

 

 The Veergatha book series seeks to introduce the great acts of bravery of the 

Param Vir Chakra awardees to instil a sense of inspiration and patriotism in 

children at an early age. 

 

 Tejas , India's indigenous Light Combat Aircraft successfully demonstrated an 

Air-to-Air Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile firing capability by releasing 

Derby Air-to-Air BVR missile in RADAR guided mode. 

 

 The world’s shortest woman Jyoti Amge on Sunday unveiled a 51-feet high book at 

a programme in Sikar in Rajasthan. The book Kadve Vachan written by Jain saint 

Acharya Tarun Sagar Maharaj. 

 

 Chhattisgarh capital Raipur’s Swami Vivekananda Airport was once again 

ranked first in Customer Satisfaction among 49 airports in the country.  The survey 

for 2017 was conducted by an independent agency commissioned by the AAI. 
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 Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government of India is set launch Deep Ocean Mission 

by January 2018. The program on Poly metallic nodules was initiated at CSIR-NIO 

with the collection of the first nodule sample from Arabian Sea on board the first 

Research Vessel Gaveshani on 26 January 1981. India was the first country in the 

world to have been given the Pioneer Area for exploration of deep-sea mineral 

viz. Polymetallic nodules in the Central Indian Ocean Basin in 1987 

 

 A team of 12 doctors at the city’s Galaxy Care Laparoscopy Institute (GCLI) led 

by  Dr. Shailesh Puntambekar, successfully completed the highly complex 

procedure of India’s first uterine transplant on a woman from Solapur district, 

Pune. 

 

 Urgyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, may be allowed to visit any 

place in the country, except Sikkim, without seeking the government’s permission. 

Though the Dalai Lama has endorsed Urgyen Trinley Dorje as the 17th Karmapa, it 

does not necessarily mean that the latter succeeds him. 

 

 Over 60 members of the Rajya Sabha, have submitted a motion seeking the initiation 

of impeachment proceedings against Justice C.V. Nagarjuna Reddy of the High 

Court for Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.This is the second attempt by 

members of the Upper House to remove Justice Nagarjuna Reddy. The first one 

made by 61 MPs on December 5 last failed after 19 signatories withdrew. Allegations 

against the judge include interfering in the judicial process in several cases; and caste 

slurs, including death threats against Dalit Junior Civil Judge Sanku Rama Krishna at 

the courts in Rayachoti, a town in Andhra Pradesh’s Kadapa district 

 

Impeachment procedure in India 

 

 A.124(4), lays down guidelines for Impeachment of Judges. 

 

 The Constitution, armed with the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 and the Judges 

(Inquiry) Rules, 1969 provides for the entire process of Impeachment. The same is 

initiated with the presentation of a motion for impeachment by minimum 50 

members of house in either of the houses of the Parliament which is then looked 

into by the Speaker/Chairman.  After that, a three member committee is formed 

by them to look into the charges framed against the Judge in question.  At the 

end of the fact-finding by the committee, a report with the recommendations is 

submitted to them. In the event that the committee recommends that the judge be 

impeached, the house of the Parliament will vote on the same and if a two third 

majority of at least half the strength concurs, then the motion of impeachment shall 

be placed before the President for his assent. The process thus, involves the Judge 

being arraigned before both houses of Parliament.  
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 The First Home Affairs Dialogue between India and UK was held in New Delhi 

in 2017. 

 

 Padmalaya Nanda from Odisha, India was bestowed with three titles at Little Miss 

Universe 2017 pageant held at the port city of Batumi in Georgia. She is the first 

Indian girl to win the honour in the spectacular finale. 

 

 Pushpa Mittra Bhargava , an Indian scientist, writer, and administrator passed away. 

 

 Solicitor-General of India Ranjit Kumar, the second highest ranking law officer of 

the government, resigned with immediate effect a day after Diwali in 2017. 

 

 Bhumika Sharma, the 21 year old who took the road less traveled to become the 

first Indian woman to win Miss World in World Bodybuilding 

Championship,2017. 

 

 Yuvraj Singh Announced Brand Ambassador For Laureus And Mercedes-Benz. 

 

 Varun Dhawan has emerged as the youngest name from Bollywood to have a 

wax figure at Hong Kong's Madame Tussauds. 

 

 Hugh Hefner, American founder of the international adult magazine Playboy, has 

died at the age of 91. 

 

 

 Wimbledon to increase prize money to 2.25 million pounds to maintain its dollar 

value compared to previous years. 

 

 India's Sundaram Ravi has been appointed one of the on-field umpires for the 

opening match of the Champions Trophy beginning June 1. S Ravi the only Indian 

umpire to officiate at ICC Champions Trophy ... 

 

 Varanasi will get the country’s first ‘freight village’ spread over around 100 acres. 

 

 Indore is India’s first city to use robot to control unruly traffic. 

 

 Indian football team captain Sunil Chhetri became the fourth highest active 

international goal scorer. He achieved this major international achievement on 13 
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June 2017 when he struck a decisive goal to guide his side to a 1-0 win over Kyrgyz 

Republic in a fast-pace and entertaining AFC Asian Cup qualifier match. 

 

 Google in May,2017 dedicated its doodle to honour the 115th anniversary of the 

discovery of the Antikythera Mechanism which is believed to be the world’s first 

computer.  

 

 Afghanistan and Ireland were approved as become cricket’s 11th and 12th Test-

playing full member nations by the ICC. This decision was taken by the ICC Board 

in a meeting held London on 22 June 2017.  

 

 Tata Motors has unveiled India's first ever Bio-CNG (bio-methane) bus. Tata 

Motors is the largest commercial vehicles manufacturer in the country. 

 

 The Intel technology partners with International Olympic Committee. It will provide 

real-time virtual reality viewing of  the Olympic Winter Games Pyeongchang 2018 

 

 Ganeshan Neelakanta Iyer has become the first Indian to be nominated as a 

member of the Umpires and Referees Committee (URC) by International Table 

Tennis Federation (ITTF). 
 

 

 Donald Trump became the first sitting US president to visit the Western Wall in 

the disputed city of Jerusalem, placing his hand on one of the most sacred sites in 

Judaism. 

 

 Delhi Police has made its mobile application for the safety of women — HIMMAT. 

 

 Indo-Thailand Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Table Top 

Exercise 2017 was held  at Chiang Mai, Thailand from 22 May to 26 May 17 

between the Indian Air Force and Royal Thailand Air Force (RTAF). 

 

 Telangana on 1 June 2017 became the first Indian state to have an official e-

wallet by launching the ‘T-Wallet’, the official digital wallet of the state. 

 

 According to IMD, India has been ranked 45th in terms of competitiveness in the 

annual rankings compiled by IMD which saw Hong Kong topping the list. 
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 Cyclone Mora hit Bangladesh. 

 

 Andhra Pradesh will sign 'sister state' agreements with states of California, Iowa 

and Illinois during Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu’s US visit. 

 

 According to UNCTAD’s World Investment Report 2017, India continues to 

remain as a favourite destination for FDI. The favourite destinations for FDI are 

the US, China and India. 

 

 1982 artwork by Jean-Michel Basquiat sold for a record $110.5 million at 

Sotheby’s auction of contemporary art. The piece was purchased by noted Japanese 

collector and e-commerce entrepreneur Yusaku Maezawa after a 10-minute 

bidding war. 

 

 Delhi’s second airport will be set up at Jewar, Greater Noida after the pertaining 

proposal was cleared by the Civil Aviation Ministry on 24 June 2017. 

 

 

 Mr. Anthony Lianzuala is the First person from the North-Eastern Region to be the 

Controller General of Accounts (CGA).  

 

 Falun Gong, the ancient Chinese holistic system that is banned in China, will be 

celebrated in India on July 15 with a parade and Human Word Formation in the 

capital. 

 

 NATO’s chief has affirmed that the alliance will join the international coalition 

fighting the Islamic State group. NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 

addressed a news conference ahead of leaders’ meeting in Brussels, Belgium in 

May,2017. 

 

 Russia is building first 'floating' nuclear power plant. 

 

 China’s homegrown AG600, the world’s largest amphibious aircraft in production, 

took to the skies on Sunday for its maiden flight. The plane, codenamed Kunlong, 
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 The United Arab Emirates, one of the largest employers of Indians in the Gulf, 

has raised a red flag with the Ministry of External Affairs over the government’s 

flagship eMigrate programme over what it terms as “sovereignty issues.”In 2015, a 

database initiative called the eMigrate programme was set up, that gathers extensive 

information on emigrants as well as foreign employers, their companies and recruiting 

agents. 

 

 

 India’s Deepti Sharma (188) and Poonam Raut (109) piled on 320 in 45.3 overs 

against Ireland to become the first pair, either male or female, to share a 300-run 

opening-wicket partnership in One-Day Internationals, in the ongoing Quadrangular 

Series. 

 

 According to a UN report ,India, China and Pakistan are among the 10 countries 

that accounted for more than 95 % of all new HIV infections in the Asia and the 

Pacific region in 2016 

 

 Kiren Rijiju has inaugurated the Research Institution of World Ancient, 

Traditional, Culture & Heritage (RIWATCH) Museum at Roing in Arunachal 

Pradesh and the 235-meter long Chimari Bridge, which would serve as a life line 

between the National Highway 52 of RoingTezu. 

 

 Yakshagana artiste Surikumeri K. Govinda Bhat, 79, has been chosen for the 

Kendra Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for 2016. 

 

 52-year-old Punjab woman, Paramjeet Kaur hailing from Mohali , becomes 

Uber's first female bike taxi driver 

 

 People remain at Valongo Wharf after it was added to the list of UNESCO World 

Heritage sites, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on July 10, 2017. 

 

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has banned the use of 

stapler pins in tea bags from January 2018. 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated rice field laboratory named after him 

International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in Los Banos in Philippine. 
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 According to the medical journal Lancet , Kerala is the healthiest state in India 

where men enjoyed a life expectancy of 73.8 years. However, the corresponding 

figure for men in Assam was 63.6 years. In Uttar Pradesh, average life expectancy 

of females in 2016 is 66.8 years, close to four years lesser than the national average 

of 70.3 years, while in Kerala it is eight years more than the national average at 78.7 

years. 

 

 First Namami Barak festival held in Assam 

 

 On July 4, 2017, Law Commission submitted its 270th report titled “Compulsory 

Registration of Marriages” In this report under the chairmanship of justice B. S. 

Chauhan, Law Commission has recommended compulsory registration of all 

marriages to deal with social evils. 

 

 Olive Ridley turtles have started arriving in large at Gahirmatha beach in Odisha’s 

Kendrapara district for breeding season. Gahirmatha beach is known as world’s 

largest rookery of this species 

 

 Union Cabinet approves India's Membership for European Bank for 

Reconstruction & Development. The minimum initial investment towards the 

membership of EBRD will be approximately 1 million Euros 

 

 India’s first ever mega textiles trade fair held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

 

 Maneka Gandhi recommended legalising marijuana for medical purposes. 

 

 

 Astronomers at the University of Cambridge discovered Smallest Star to Date, 

EBLM J0555-57Ab. 

 

 Sagar Vani is launched to alert coastal community. This Integrated Information 

Dissemination System (IDS) was developed by ESSO-Indian National Centre for 

Ocean Information Services (INCOIS). 

 

 According to a study conducted by Freedom House ,Chinese internet users were 

found to be the most restricted and most compromised in the world for the third 

consecutive year. 
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 Oxford Dictionaries has crowned "youthquake" as its word of 2017 

 

 According to the IMF,Qatar ranked world’s richest in terms of per capita GDP 

countries as per latest data released recently. 

 

 World carbon emissions are set to rise 2% this year to a new record.  Carbon 

emissions had been roughly flat from 201416, but will increase this year mainly due 

to a rise in China after a two-year decline. 

 

 China has unveiled a massive ship described as a "magic island maker", the Asia’s 

largest dredging vessel. The boat named Tian Kun Hao is capable of digging 

6,000 cubic meters an hour, the equivalent of three standard swimming pools. 

 

 Indonesia’s first international gallery of contemporary art opens 

 

 China proposes three-phased solution on Rohingyas crisis 

 

 Dyal Singh College (Evening) renamed as 'Vande Mataram Mahavidyalaya'. A 

major controversy was erupted over renaming of the Delhi University’s Dyal Singh 

College (Evening) as ‘Vande Mataram Mahavidyalaya’.    

 

 India was declared free from infective Trachoma, a contagious bacterial infection of 

the eye. 

 

 India’s first-ever air-conditioned (AC) suburban train services were commenced 

in Mumbai from 25 December 2017. 

 

 India is all set to get its first runway on a ‘sea bridge’, as the Airports Authority of 

India (AAI) has been given a nod to extend Lakshadweep’s Agatti Airport. 

 

 A Delhi court on 21 December 2017 acquitted all accused, including former Telecom 

Minister A. Raja and DMK Rajya Sabha MP Kanimozhi in the 2G spectrum 
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allocation scam case.   This anticipated ruling was delivered by Justice O.P. 

Saini, Special Judge of the CBI. 

 

 According to a latest report by UN Women and the UN Development Programme 

(UNDP), Latin America and the Caribbean region is ranked as the World’s most 

violent region for women. 

 

 WCD Ministry to host ‘Hausala 2017’ to celebrate Child Rights Week from 16-20 

November 2017 

 

 Babri Masjid land dispute: Shia Waqf Board submits peaceful settlement before SC. 

Under the settlement, the board proposed that the Ram temple can be built on the 

Ayodhya site while a mosque can be constructed in Lucknow. The peaceful 

proposal, submitted by Shia Waqf Board chairman Syed Waseem Rizvi, will bring 

about harmony between Hindus and Muslims in the country. 

 

 Shri Pranab Mukherjee attended the 125th birth anniversary celebrations of 

Professor P.C. Mahalanobis in Kolkata (June 29, 2017). 

 

 RBI issues new Rs 500 notes with inset letter A, old notes to remain valid. 

 

 China has launched world’s largest human genome research project to document 

the genetic makeup of one lakh people to help generate the precision medicines for 

the future. 

 

 India, Sri Lanka complete 2nd phase of joint oceanographic survey off the South 

Western Coast of Sri Lanka. B the arrival of the Indian Naval Ship Sutlej in Sri 

Lanka 

 

 'Feminism': Merriam-Webster’s Word of the year 2017 

 

 

 A bill called Collection of Statistics (Amendment) Bill, 2017 empowering the Centre 

to collect statistical data from Jammu and Kashmir was passed by the Parliament 

after it received a go ahead in the Rajya Sabha on 26 July 2017. 
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 Union Cabinet approved setting up of AIIMS in Kamrup, Assam. 

 

 NASA confers Exceptional Public Service Medal to Michael A'Hearn 

posthumously in June ,2017. 

 

 Aarambh is a mobile phone based app for performance based maintenance 

contracting and community contracting of rural roads.  

 

 The Haryana food and drugs administration department has banned 

flushing/mixing of liquid nitrogen with any drink or food article. The ban was 

imposed under section 34 of the Food Safety and Standards Act (FSS), 2006. 

 

 Environment Ministry Approves Projects for Climate Change Adaptation in Three 

States, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Sikkim for funding under the National Adaptation 

Fund for Climate Change.  

 

 Shikhar Dhawan becomes fastest batsman to achieve 1000 runs in ICC 

tournaments. Dhawan, who scored 78 against South Africa,  broke former Indian 

batsman Sachin Tendulkar’s record. Dhawan has achieved the feat in 16 innings while 

Sachin have archived the record in 18 matches. 

 

 Badminton News: Indian shuttler B Sai Praneeth defeated Indonesia's Jonatan 

Christie in tight three games to win the Thailand Open title in 2017. 

 

 Gopal Krishna Gandhi is the United Progressive Alliance nominee for Vice 

President of India 2017 elections. 

 

 Union Government proposes scheme to open residential schools for SC girls. 70 

percent of the seats in these schools, which will have classes from VI to XII, will be 

reserved for SC girls and the remaining for those from BPL families in other 

categories.  

 

  A bench, headed by Chief Justice JS Khehar, did not concur with the findings of 

the Bombay High Court that if a person continues in service for a long period of 
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time and the certificate is found to be fake at a later stage, then he or she may be 

allowed to continue in the service.  

 

 ICC Champions Trophy 2017 started in England. 

 

 World’s longest 100Gbps submarine cable system launched by Reliance Jio . It 

stretches for over 25,000km from Marseille, France to Hong Kong. 

 

 British double Olympic champion Mo Farah made the 2017's fastest 5,000 metres at 

the Prefontaine Classic Diamond League at Oregon, US. 

 

 Canada marked its 150th anniversary as a country on 1 July 2017. The country 

became a Confederation on 1 July 1867 after the British North America Act 

became effective on this day. 

 

 Canadian baby, Searyl Alti becomes world's first with genderless ID card 

 

 Iran has successfully launched its most advanced satellite-carrying rocket called 

‘Simorgh’ into space. 

 

 Indonesia bans Islamic organisation Hizb ut-Tahrir. It is the first time in the 

reform era that the government had disbanded an organisation without due process of 

law. 

 

 Gelati Monastery of Georgia removed from UNESCO’s List of World Heritage in 

Danger. 

 

 Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) Company became the second company to 

achieve Rs. 6 lakh crore market capitalizations after Reliance Industries Ltd. 

(RIL). 

 

 USS Gerald Ford is the name of the next-generation naval aircraft carrier that cost 

$12.9 billion and is the most expensive naval carrier till date. 
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 US Navy has successfully tested the world's first drone-killing Laser Weapon 

Systems (LaWS) 

 

 India become 3rd largest terror target after Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

 Reliance Defence and Engineering Limited (RDEL) launched the first two Naval 

Offshore Patrol Vessels (NOPVs) — Shachi and Shruti at their shipyard in 

Pipavav, Gujarat. 

 

 Ancient Indian text claims back history of “zero” by 500 years. The numbers 

appear in an ancient Indian text called the Bakhshali manuscript. 

 The Lake District, Place that found mentions in Wordsworth's poems is now a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

 Jharkhand state government has launched the ‘Shaheed Gram Vikas Yojana’ for 

upliftment of tribal areas in the state. 

 

 50 nations sign United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

Brazil was the first country to sign onto the ban, followed by nations from Algeria 

to Venezuela 

 

 Odisha has become the first state entity in India to release all of its social media 

posts under a free Creative Commons license, allowing people from around the world 

to freely re-use the government’s content in projects like Wikipedia. 

 

 Second Indian Workers’ Resource Centre inaugurated in UAE. 

 

 First ‘Pension Adalat’ will be inaugurated in Delhi 

 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu declared the year of 2017 as 

epragati year. 

 

 First batch of 1000 E-rickshaws 'SmartE' launched in Gurugram. 
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 India has announced a collaboration with Russia to build a nuclear plant in 

Bangladesh. The move is the first initiative under the Indo-Russia deal to undertake 

atomic energy projects in the thirdworld nations. It will also be India's first atomic 

energy venture abroad.  

 

 Union Govt launches campaign Themed ‘Nurturing the Nurturer’ to sensitise 

women about cancer. The campaign was launched by FICCI Ladies Organisation 

(FLO) in partnership with the Apollo Hospitals group 

 

 Walt Disney Co. struck a deal with Rupert Murdoch’s Twenty-First Century 

Fox Inc. 

 

 US based private rocket launching company SpaceX for first time ever has 

successfully launched used Dragon spacecraft with a used Falcon 9 rocket 

 

 Former French judge Catherine Marchi-Uhel to lead UN Syria war crimes 

probe. She worked as a senior legal officer at the International Tribunal for the 

former Yugoslavia and worked in legal positions at the French foreign ministry.  

 

 France’s parliament has approved a law banning all exploration and production 

of oil and natural gas by 2040 within the country and its overseas territories. 

 

 999: The world's oldest emergency services phone number marks 80th 

anniversary. 

 

 Former Supreme Court judge, Justice Vikramajit Sen has been appointed as the 

new chairperson of Broadcasting Content Complaints Council (BCCC). 

 

 US pulls out of UN’s migrant and refugee pact deeming it 'inconsistent' with its 

policies. 

 

 According to the Ministry  of Oil & Natural Gas, Iraq overtook Saudi Arabia for 

the first time to become India’s top crude oil supplier in the current fiscal. 
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 The United Kingdom has topped Forbes’ rankings of best countries in the world 

for business in 2018 for the first time, up from fifth last year 

 

 Union Government launches Project Darpan to improve postal services for rural 

customers 

 

 The 11th edition of Naseem-Al-Bahr (Sea Breeze) 2017 Naval exercise between 

India and Oman was held at Said Bin Sultan Naval Base, Wudam in Oman 

 

 Paytm becomes India’s first payments app to cross 100 mn downloads on Play 

Store 

 

 For the first time in India, Kerala has readied a centrally-run, server-based e-

ticketing mechanism for movie houses 

 

 Jyoti Structures Ltd entity became the first case to be admitted for bankruptcy 

proceedings under India’s new insolvency code. 

 

 The Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) legislative assembly on 5 July 2017 adopted the 

resolution to implement the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in the state, became 

the last state to adopt GST which was rolled-out nationwide on 1 July 2017.  

 

 Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj elected as President of Ramakrishna Math. 

 

 The Indian Coast Guard Ship 'Sujay', the sixth in the series of six 105m Offshore 

Patrol Vessel (OPV) was commissioned into service in Goa on 21 December 2017 

 

 

 Aaykar Setu: Government launches new tax payer service module 

 

 Veteran journalist A.Surya Prakash appointed the chairman of the Prasar Bharati 

board for a second consecutive term till February 8, 2020.   

 

 ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Co., the general insurance entity has agreed to take 

over the life insurance business of Sahara India Life Insurance Co. Ltd, which was 

effectively wound up by the IRDAI during June 2017. 
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 The 18th International Indian Film Academy Awards ceremony, presented by the 

International Indian Film Academy honouring the best Hindi films of 2016, occurred 

in East Rutherford, New Jersey on 14–15 July 2017. 

 

IIFA 2017 full list of winners:  

 Best Film : Neerja  

 Best Actor Male: Shahid Kapoor for Udta Punjab.  

 Best Actor Female: Alia Bhatt for Udta Punjab.  

 Best Director: Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury for Pink 

 Best Supporting Role-Male: Anupam Kher for M.S. Dhoni: The Untold 

Story. Best Supporting-Female: Shabana Azmi for Neerja.  

 

 

 

 Saima Wazed Hossain appointed as WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Autism in 

South Asia. 

 

 Prof. U.R. Rao, often called the grand old man of Indian space programme 

passed away. 

 

 Renowned physicist, academic and higher education reformer Professor Yash Pal 

passed away in Noida at the age of 90. 

 

 Veteran freedom fighter Bhiku Daji Bhilare, popularly referred to as Bhilare Guruji 

passed away in Bhilar near the hill station at the age of 98. He was credited in certain 

accounts with having saved Mahatma Gandhi from an attempt on his life by 

Nathuram Godse in Panchgani in 1944. 

 

 The Centre has approved a proposal to rename the iconic Mughalsarai railway 

station in Uttar Pradesh after RSS ideologue Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 

 

 Aadhaar Card now required for death certificates too  from October,1 ,2017. 

 

 India’s first calf delivered by a surrogate or recipient cow through In Vitro 

Fertilisation (IVF) technology carried out in a mobile laboratory was born in 

Indapur, Pune (Maharashtra). It has been named as Vijay. 
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 The Union Government has launched an Indian National Anthem video in sign 

language, featuring differently-abled and partially differently-abled children.It is 

directed by filmmaker Govind Nihalani, the three-minute video features Bollywood 

actor Amitabh Bachchan along with physically challenged children performing the 

anthem in sign language with the Red Fort in the background. 

 

 “Gaj Yatra” is the name given to a new pan-India campaign launched in a bid to 

raise awareness about the shrinking space for wild elephants in the country. 

 

 Rajasthan’s first six-lane cable stayed (CS) bridge inaugurated  in Kota via video 

conferencing from Udaipur . The bridge, over Chambal River, has the longest 

main span of 350 metre in the country and will also act as a bypass to Kota City.  

 

 India will host the world's largest march against the human trafficking and 

sexual abuse of children. It will start from India's southern-most tip Kanyakumari 

in Tamil Nadu state on Sept. 11, and end in New Delhi on Oct. 16.  

 

 Malala Yousafzai, has won a place to study at Oxford University. 

 

 Chhaupadi, a Hindu custom linked to menstruating women, criminalized in 

Nepal. During Chhaupadi, women are banished from the home - barred from touching 

food, religious icons, cattle and men - and forced to sleep in basic huts known as 

Chhau Goth.  

 

 Taiwan has launched Formosat-5, the first homegrown observation satellite, from 

an air base in the USA. 

 

 Gujarat has become the first state in India to come up with the policy of coal 

utilization between power units based on fuel-efficiency 

 

 The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the U.N. global nuclear 

watchdog, opened a uranium bank in Kazakhstan. 

 

 The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) in the Union Commerce Ministry 

has banned duty free imports of gold, silver items from South Korea 
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 Citizens of Canada would soon be able to mark "X" in space of gender on their 

passports and other identity documents.  

 

 USA has imposed the first economic sanctions against on the South- American 

nation Venezuela. 

 

 The Cabinet has decided to set up a high-powered committee of Union ministers to 

expedite strategic disinvestment of state-owned companies. The committee is 

including Finance Minister Arun Jaitley. 

 

 Hyderabad airport to be India’s first express security check facility for domestic 

passengers 

 

 Kenyan president Uhuru Kenyatta wins second term as President 

 

 Sohail Mahmood Takes Charge as Pak’s High Commissioner to India 

 

 Jamaican legend Usain Bolt(3
rd

)  was unable to end his career on a high as he was 

beaten in the men’s 100 final at the IAAF World Championships in London on 5 

August 2017.  Justin Gatlin  of USA won this most-awaited final. 

 

 A South Korean court has sentenced the billionaire Samsung heir Lee Jae-yong to 

five years in prison after finding him guilty of offering bribes to the country's former 

president and other crimes. 

 

 According to the Forbes Magazine, Serena Williams become the highest-paid 

female athletes  of 2017; Emma Stone named 2017's highest-paid female actor 

with $26m, Mark Wahlberg named as World’s highest-paid actor-2017. Beyonce 

named World's Highest-Paid Woman in Music in 2017 by Forbes 

 

 Indian star Priyanka Chopra has made it to Forbes' annual top-10 highest-paid TV 

actresses list that has Sofia Vergara on the number one spot. 
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 The first ever North East Development Summit (NEDS) 2017 was held in Imphal, 

Manipur 

 

 Union Government constitutes Arun Jaitley led committee to oversee PSU bank 

mergers. Earlier in 2017 itself, the banking sector witnessed the consolidation of 

State Bank of India (SBI), which merged operations of its five associate banks and 

Bharatiya Mahila Bank with itself, marking the first consolidation move following the 

bad loan crisis. 

 

 One Rupee note celebrated its 100th anniversary of its release on 30
th

 

November,2017 

 

 The Union Finance Ministry has constituted task force to review Income Tax (IT) 

Act 1961 and draft new direct tax law in consonance with current economic needs. 

CBDT member Arbind Modi will be convener of task force. Chief Economic 

Adviser Dr. Arvind Subramanian will be its permanent Special Invitee. 

 

 The term UMANG stands for Unified Mobile Application for New-age 

Governance 

 

 Liliane Bettencourt, listed by Forbes as the richest woman in the world with a fortune 

of almost $50 billion, died on 20 September 2017.   She was associated with L’Oreal, 

cosmetics entity 

 

 Reliance Nippon AMC became the first mutual fund to be listed on Indian stock 

exchanges on 6 November 2017. 

 

 Japan will relax its visa rules for Indians from 1 January 2018 and issue multiple- 

entry-visa for short-term stay 

 

 WHO launches global effort to end TB by 2030. The Moscow Declaration to End 

TB aims to increase multisectoral action as well as track progress, and build 

accountability 
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 PM Modi to inaugurate world's second biggest dam, SARDAR SAROVAR DAM 

on September 17 

 

 Indian para-military and police personnel have won a record 321 medals, including 

151 gold and 99 silver, at the World Police and Fire games held in Los Angeles 

 

 The Ministry of tourism has decided to launch 'adopt a monument' scheme soon 

to ensure proper maintenance of prominent monuments.  A number of 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) protected monuments will be given for 

adoption by private parties. 

 

 

 World Health Organisation declares Somalia free of polio. Afghanistan, Nigeria 

and Pakistan are the remaining countries where polio is still being recorded. 

 

 According to the Federation of International Hockey (FIH) ,the Pakistan men’s 

hockey team has become the 13th team to qualify for the World Cup 2018. 

 

 Manipur recorded India’s lowest infant mortality rate (IMR) consecutively for 

the last three years, as was disclosed in a report released by the Union Health 

Ministry during September 2017 

 

 Government to establish first National Sports Museum in New Delhi. 

 

 CRPF commandants Pramod Kumar and Chetan Cheeta have been awarded 

Kirti Chakra on the eve of Independence Day for their brave exploits against 

terrorists in Kashmir 

 

 Hyderabad is all set to be a home for world’s first Information Technology 

campus for persons with disabilities (PWDs). 

 

 According to UN World Migration Report (2018) Indian diaspora is world’s 

largest, with slightly more than 15.6 million people from India living overseas 

 

 Former Jharkhand Chief Minister Madhu Koda and ex-coal secretary H.C. 

Gupta were sentenced to three years imprisonment by a special court in a case of coal 

block allocation scam. 
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 Rajasthan has become the first state in India to launch free email addresses in 

Hindi for its residents. The facility will be available at name@rajasthan.bharat (in 

Devanagari script). 

 

 Dina Wadia, daughter of Pakistan founder Muhammad Ali Jinnah and mother of 

industrialist Nusli Wadia, died at her New York home 

 

 Kashmiri actor Zaira Wasim received the national child award for exceptional 

achievement, 2017, from President Ram Nath Kovind. The 17 year old girl shot to 

fame with her portrayal of wrestler Geeta Phogat in Aamir Khan-starrer Dangal. 

 

 The Australian bowler Mitchell Starc created history by taking a second hat-trick in 

the same match on 7 November 2017 to become the eight bowler overall to achieve 

this feat in a first-class match.  
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