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NATIONAL


Goa State Government has decided to launch its own app-based taxi service at some
key tourist destinations across the state.



World-class Interpretation Centre and tourist facilities was inaugurated at
Konark Sun Temple at Konark, which coincides with Utkal Divas celebrationsin Od



A ten-member committee headed by the I&B Secretary is to regulate digital
broadcasting & online news portal



Election Commission will set up 'Pink' polling booths, for the first time in
Karnataka, for the May 12 election to the Legislative Assembly.



‘Hamar Haathi, Hamar Saathi’: Jharkhand starts elephant bulletin on radio to
check man-animal conflict. The special bulletin, which will be aired twice daily — at
8.30am and 4.30pm, informed listeners about the locations where herds of elephants
have been spotted and the direction in which they might be headed.

Know more


Jharkhand along with Chhattisgarh and Odisha is home to 10% of the
country’s elephant population, and account for approximately 65% of
human casualties in conflicts with wild herds or stray bulls



Jammu's gets its first tulip garden at Sanasar is attracting nature enthusiasts from
all over the country.



Sikkim announced monthly pension for farmers engaged in organic farming in the
state. Sikkim is the first fully organic state in the country.
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The UIDAI has brought in secure digitally-signed QR Code on e-Aadhaar that will
now contain photograph of the Aadhaar holder too, in addition to demographic
details, to facilitate better offline verification of an individual.



The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, today (April 9, 2018) concluded
his visit to Equatorial Guinea and left for Swaziland for the second leg of his visit to
three African nations –Equatorial Guinea, Swaziland and Zambia. The visit, the first
by a President of India to Equatorial Guinea, saw the signing of three MoUs
yesterday – in the fields of AYUSH and traditional medicine; medicinal plants;
and an action plan for Information and Communication Technology.



A new scheme called Mahila Shakti Kendra for 2017-18 has been introduced up to
2019-20 to empower rural women through community participation.



India and Bangladesh signed six pacts including one for the construction of a 129.5
km-long oil pipeline between Siliguri and Parbatipur, and discussed the Teesta
river water sharing issue.



Prime Minister Narendra Modi joins the centenary celebrations of Mahatma
Gandhi’s Champaran Satyagraha and kick-started the final leg of what the
government claims to be India’s biggest jan andolan currently – the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan’s goal of achieving total sanitation coverage by October 2019.



Robust air traffic growth at the capital's Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport
has propelled it into the list of top 20 airports - in terms of passenger traffic - in
2017, displacing New York's JFK Airport from the ranking.
The Indian aviation growth story does not end with Delhi. According to the Airports
Council International (ACI), Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bangalore and Chennai were
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among the fastest growing airports in the world last year. The tag of World’s Busiest
Airport went to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Airport in the United States



Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani approved setting up a 5,000 MW capacity solar
park at the Dholera Special Investment Region (SIR), which would be the largest
such entity in the world after its completion. The proposed solar power generation
project would be set up in 11,000 hectares of land with an investment of Rs 25,000
crore.



As many as 6 monuments/historical sites in the North Eastern states have been
identified tentatively for listing under World Heritage Site.They are : 1) Apatani
Cultural Landscape, Arunachal Pradesh, 2) Iconic Saree Weaving Clusters of India, 3)
Moidams – the Mound – Burial System of the Ahom Dynasty, Assam, 4) Namdapha
National Park, Arunachal Pradesh 5) River Island of Majuli in midstream of
Brahmaputra River in Assam 6) Thembang Fortified Village, Arunachal Pradesh



India and Dubai Expo 2020 signed a contract on Tuesday for India's
participation in Expo 2020. The contract provides for the setting up of India pavilion
at Expo 2020 on an extra large plot in the 'Opportunity' segment.



India has emerged as the top recipient of foreign direct investment (FDI) from
within the Commonwealth and is the second-most lucrative source of investment
within the 53-member organisation after the UK, according to a new trade review.
The trade review released in the lead up to the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM). ‘Commonwealth Trade Review 2018: Strengthening the
Commonwealth Advantage’, compiled by the Commonwealth secretariat, also found
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that India has moved into the top five providers of intra-Commonwealth services
trade, surpassing Canada, and alongside Australia, Singapore and the UK.


The government has set up a 12-member panel to review the enforcement of
CSR provisions under the companies law as well as look at having a centralised
scrutiny and prosecution mechanism to deal with violations. The 12-member panel is
headed by Regional Director (Western Region) Manmohan Juneja. Other
members include Joint Director (Legal) Sanjay Shorey and Joint Director
(Policy) N K Dua, while Deputy Director (CSR) Seema Rath will be the
convener. Under the Companies Act, 2013, certain class of profitable entities are
required to shell out at least two per cent of their three-year annual average net profit
towards CSR activities. In case of non-compliance, reasons have to be furnished by
the concerned entities to the ministry.



With an aim to prepare a road map and fast-track the implementation of unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) technology, or drones, in the country, the Centre announced
setting up of a 13-member task force headed by Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Jayant Sinha. The committee’s road map would also focus on R&D,
acquisition and commercialisation, application and adoption in specific sectors,
regulatory framework as well as preference for Make in India.



Maharashtra govt launches centre for tribal development known as Quality
Evaluation for Sustainable Transformation centre (QUEST), the state has taken
the first initiative in the country to ensure every rupee awarded is not only accounted
for but the development in lives of tribal people through the projects undertaken is
also quantified.



Andhra Pradesh plans to make its new capital Amaravati a world-class city.
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Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) in partnership with civil society groups
and its partner NGOs launched 6th edition of Heat Action Plan (HAP) to protect city
dwellers from climate fueled scorching temperatures. Ahmedabad was the first city
to prepare and implement heat action plan, which has now been adopted by 30
cities in 11 states, which face extreme heat waves during summer,



Bengaluru is the highest paying city in the country, while pharma and healthcare
is the highest paying industry for talent in India, says a report. According to
Randstad Insights, the research and analysis division of Randstad India, the average
annual cost to company (CTC) for talent across all levels and functions in Bangalore
stood at Rs 10.8 lakh per annum. Bangalore is followed by Pune at Rs 10.
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Chennai (Rs 8 lakh), Hyderabad (Rs 7.9 lakh) and Kolkata (Rs 7.2 lakh) are the
other three names on the list of Indian cities paying the highest average
salaries for professionals.



The Election Commission alloted the AIADMK's "two leaves" symbol to the
Panneerselvam-Palaniswami combine, holding that it enjoyed majority in the
party's legislative and organisational wings.



India has become the ninth most affected country in the world and second most
affected country in Asia-Pacific Japan region in cryptojacking activities, as per
the ‘Internet Security Threat Report’ presented by Symantec, a security solutions
provider. The secret use of a computing device to mine cryptocurrency with the use of
malware is called Cryptojacking.



NITI Aayog is planning to build National Data & Analytics Platform (NDAP)to
host and analyse huge amount of data which shall be helpful for citizens to understand
spend patterns of the government, consumption trends and the success of various
government policies.



As per a report by OpenSignal, Patna has been ranked No.1 among 20 largest cities
in India in terms of 4G availability.



Chhattisgarh won the ‘State of the Year’ Award under the ‘business leader’
category at the India Business Leader Awards (IBLA) in New Delhi.



Kerala State Government will start a ‘community radio’ to update farmers about the
latest developments in the sector. This will be the first such community radio in
India, under Government initiative to get connected with the farming community.
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Prof Panchanan Mohanty, former dean of the School of Humanities at University of
Hyderabad (UoH) has discovered two new languages: Walmiki and Malhar.
Walmiki is an isolate language (it does not belong to a family of languages). The
community speaking Walmiki claims descent from Indian saint-poet Valmiki.
Malhar is spoken in an isolated region 165 km away from Bhubaneswar in Odisha.
Around 75 people form the community that speaks Malhar language.



Union Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu inaugurated first flight
from Delhi to Pathankot (in Punjab) under UDAAN. It is the 21st airport in India,
which has become operational for passengers.



The Government Press (established in 1931 at Minto Road, New Delhi) will be
modernised with advanced technology and machineries after it is re-developed by the
Central Public Works Department (CPWD). It will be made ready by 2020. It serves
both the Houses of Parliament during session for printing services. It also prints
important gazette notifications, ordinances and budget related materials.



Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to visit Russia on April 3 to attend the
seventh Moscow Conference on International Security. Ms. Sitharaman will meet
her Russian counterpart, Army General Sergei Shoigu, and other senior leaders to
reinforce India-Russia bilateral relation with particular reference to military technical
cooperation.



Ministry of Tourism in close collaboration with Ministry of Culture and
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) launched “Adopt a Heritage Project” to
provide world class tourist facilities at the various natural/cultural heritage sites,
monuments and other tourist sites to make them tourist friendly, enhance their tourist
potential and cultural importance in a planned and phased manner across the
country.The project primarily focuses on providing basic amenities that include
cleanliness, public convenience, drinking water, ease of access for tourists, signage
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etc. and advanced amenities like TFC, Souvenir shop, Cafeteria etc. The project
envisages that selected public sector companies, private sector companies and
individuals will develop tourist amenities at heritage sites. They would become
‘Monument Mitra’ and adopt the sites essentially under their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) activity. They would also look after the operations and
maintenance of the adopted site initially for the 5 years subject to review at any time.



Bihar has highest rate of crime against SC/STs, Bengal lowest: NCRB data ,
April,2018



India has called for expression of interest for the first offshore wind power project
in the country that is being set up in Gulf of Khambat, Gujarat



India has received first liquefied natural gas (LNG) cargo comprising 1.2 Lakh
tones of the Gas from United States. The cargo has landed at the Dabhol
regasification terminal in Maharashtra.



Delhi became the first city in India to supply ultra-clean Bharat Stage (BS) VI
grade fuel (both petrol and diesel) with an aim to combat the rising levels of air
pollution in Delhi-NCR region.



Multi Modal Logistics Park at Balli Station near Madgaon in Goa was recently
inaugurated.



As Australia's waste crisis escalates, Professor Veena Sahajwalla has launched the
world's first e-waste microfactory which has the potential to reduce the vast amount
of electronic waste heading into landfill.
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According to report released by global startup ecosystem map Startupblink, India
was ranked 37th out of 125 countries in global startup ecosystem in 2017.
Startupblink is a global startup ecosystem map with tens of thousands of registered
startups, coworking spaces, and accelerators.Global Startup Ecosystem Ranking
2017 – Top 2: United States(1), United Kingdom(2)



According to recently published Internet Security Threat Report in April, 2018, India
emerged as third most vulnerable country in terms of risk of cyber threats, such
as malware, spam and ransomware in 2017.US is first followed by China.



Hyderabad has been ranked the top city in the short-term Momentum Ranking
of JLL’s annual global survey. The ‘CMI Short-Term Momentum rankings’
published by Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) features Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Pune and
Kolkata among the top five cities with Delhi, Chennai and Mumbai also earning a
spot among the top 20 in the Global Top 30 index.



Maharashtra Government have signed US $420 million loan agreement with
World Bank for Project for Climate Resilient Agriculture to help small and
marginal farmers in Marathwada and Vidarbha regions of Maharashtra.



India ranked 130th out of 186 economies in recently released Index of Economic
Freedom 2018 that measures the degree of economic freedom in the countries of the
world. Hongkong tops the index



Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) launched ‘Project
Dhoop’, an initiative aimed at shifting the school assembly time to noon to ensure
maximum absorption of Vitamin D in students through natural sunlight. The
project was launched at National Bal Bhavan here, and saw participation of around
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600 students from NCERT, NDMC and North MCD Schools. The initiative has been
conceptualised by McCannHealth and supported by Kwality (Ltd).



The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) have approved $140 million loan
for project aimed at improving rural roads (connectivity) in Madhya Pradesh.It will
be co-financed by World Bank.



National Highway Authority of India’s first international project is for
upgradation of Yagyi – Kalewa section of highway in Myanmar to two lane with
earthen shoulder as a part of India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) Trilateral Highway.

About IMT Highway:


The 1,000 km India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway will run from
Moreh in Manipur to Mae Sot in Thailand via Myanmar. The highway will
facilitate easy movement of goods and people among the three countries.



The Union Cabinet has approved Memorandum of understanding (MoU) between
India and United Kingdom and Northern Ireland on the return of Illegal
Migrants.



Foreigners touring India no longer need to physically visit the office of
the Foreigners Registration Office or Foreigners Regional Registration Office
(FRO/FRRO) for visa-related services including registration and visa extension,
which will now be offered online through the e-FRRO platform.
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The Golden House by Salman Rushdie is latest novel about a family hit by 26/11
attacks in Mumbai to be published in late 2017.



The government decided to increase the retirement age of central government
doctors including those working under the AYUSH ministry and in the railways to 65
years.



Janaushadhi outlets on railways premises will be set up.



Uttar Pradesh State government in association with UNICEF has launched
massive door to door campaign DASTAK to eradicate deadly Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) and Japanise Encephalitis (JE) disease in the state.



President Pranab Mukherjee Launches Three Digital Initiatives In Education Sector The
programmes Swayam and Swayam Prabha and the National Academic depository.



PM Modi meets 26/11 attacks child survivor Moshe in Israel. Moshe Holtzberg was
two when his parents Rivka and Gavriel Holtzberg, serving as emissaries of Chabad
in Mumbai, were killed along with six others by terrorists in Legal , at the Nariman
House, also popularly known as Chabad House.



The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru has been named the overall
best institution in India by the National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) of HRD (Human Resource Development) ministry. Other top institutions
as per the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF):
1. Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (IIT-M) – best engineering college
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2. Indian Institute of Management-Ahmedabad (IIM-A) – best management
institution
3. Delhi University’s Miranda House – best college
4. AIIMS (All India Institutes of Medical Sciences) – best medical college
5. NLSIU (National Law School of India University), Bengaluru – best law
school in India



Radio broadcast completes 90 years in India on July 23, 2017. The first ever radio
broadcast in the country went on the air from the Bombay Station on July 23, 1927
under a private company, the Indian Broadcasting Company.



Sardar Sarovar Dam is the highest ever built dam in India and second biggest
concrete gravity dam in the world after Grand Coulee Dam in US.



The National e-governance Services Limited became India's first information
utility (IU) for bankruptcy cases under the 'Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
2016' in October 2017.



Indian Navy conducted multi-agency humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
(HADR) exercise named ‘Chakravat’ meaning ‘cyclone’ with coordination of
Kerala Government off Kochi Coast.



The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has unveiled the beta
version of the much-awaited ‘Virtual ID’, and promised that service providers will
“soon” start accepting the same in lieu of Aadhaar number. In the beta form, users can
generate their Virtual ID (VID) and use it to update address in Aadhaar online for the
time being, according to UIDAI, which announced the VID concept earlier this year
to address privacy concerns. The new feature will allow Aadhaar holders to quote
their VID number without actually disclosing the 12-digit Aadhaar number for
authentication or verification purposes. The VID, which is a random 16-digit
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number mapped to a person’s Aadhaar number, together with biometrics of the
user would give any authorised agency like a mobile company, limited details
such as name, address and photograph, which are enough for any verification.
The VID effectively gives the users the option of not sharing Aadhaar number at the
time of authentication.



The RS Puram police station (B-2) in Coimbatore has been awarded the best police
station in India, in SMART police stations initiative. SMART stands for sensitive
and strict, modern with mobility, alert and accountable, reliable and responsive and
trained and techno savvy.



Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the top state in terms of digital initiatives
undertaken followed by Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh, according to a report
by Coeus Age Consulting.



The Ministry of Coal has launched UTTAM (Unlocking Transparency by Third
Party Assessment of Mined Coal) Application for coal quality monitoring



IIT delhi installs first 5G lab in the country and has been set-up at Bharti School
of Telecommunication Technology and Management.



The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) constituted a Technical
Committee to lay down technical standards for performance of core services in
accordance with Regulation 14 of the IBBI (Information Utilities) Regulations, 2017.
The committee will be headed by RB Barman, Chairman of National Statistical
Commission.
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Indian railway’s green corridor has increased to five. Those are ManamduraiRameshwaram stretch of Southern Railway(1st), Barmer-Munawab and Pipad
Road-Bilara rail routes in Rajasthan, Okha-Kanalus and Porbandar-Wasjaliya
railway sections of Gujarat as part of Swach Bharat Mission.



Telangana is the first state to introduce a logo for identifying vehicles driven by
persons with hearing impairment



India’s First Biogas-Fuelled Bus Launched in Kolkata.



NGOs have to register with NITI Aayog for grants.



The Supreme Court has also stated its stand on the issue regularly. Pollution has been
a major issue, especially in Delhi. Along with Swacch Bharat (Clean India), we also
want a pollution-free India. We have decided that we will move to BS-VI norms
across the country directly from BS-IV norms by April 1, 2020. Delhi has
become the first city in India to switch from Euro-IV grade petrol and diesel to
Euro-VI grade petrol and diesel. Rest of India will switch to Euro-VI grade fuel
from April 2020. The Euro-VI or BS-VI grade fuel contains 10 parts per million
(ppm) of sulphur whereas Euro-IV or BS-IV grade fuel contains 50 ppm of sulphur.



Foreign languages not to be part of 3-language formula in schools. The HRD
ministry is believed to have communicated to the CBSE that students who are keen
on learning foreign languages should opt for the subject as fourth or fifth language.
“Languages which are listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution should be
taught under the three language formula, while languages which are ‘purely
foreign’ should be taught as a ‘fourth language’ as an elective subject.



In a first, Kochi Metro to employ 23 transgenders to push for the welfare of the
marginalised and neglected community.
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Uttar Pradesh Government has launched Ganga Hariteema Yojana (also known
as Ganga Greenery scheme) in 27 districts of the state located on the bank of river
Ganga.



From 10th to 23rd April, 2018, Indian Air Force (IAF) will conduct exercise
‘Gagan Shakti, 2018’, its biggest ever combat exercise along Pakistan and China
borders. Indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will be taking part in
the exercise for the first time.



India’s first bio refinery plant for renewable fuels and chemicals at Rahu in
Pune district of Maharashtra.



The govt. is planning Open Defecation Free(OPF) India by 2 October,2019.Till
date there are 5 OPF states



On centenary of Champaran Satyagraha in April 2017, Government launched
digital exhibition 'Bapu ko Karyanjali' on April 10, 2017.



Railway passengers can sleep between 10 pm and 6 am.



Indigenously developed hypersonic wind tunnel and shock tunnel, the third
largest in terms of size and simulation capability in the world, were
commissioned at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC). Dedicating the
facilities to the nation at a function at the VSSC complex, A. S. Kiran Kumar,
Chairman, ISRO



Bengaluru airport to become first AADHAR enabled airport by December,2018.
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India’s largest solid waste-to-energy plant launched at Delhi’s at Narela North
Delhi Municipal Corporation launched India’s largest waste-to-energy plant at
Narela-Bawana.



Kannur Became India’s First Plastic-Free District. The drive with the slogan
“Nalla Nadu,Nalla Mannu”, meaning a good village with good soil, makes Kannur
the first district in the country bereft of plastic.



Indian Railway Minister, Suresh Prabhu flagged off the all new Medha train, which
is the country's first 'Made In India' train on March 18, 2017 in Mumbai.



Nitasha Biswas, a transwoman from Kolkata is India’s first Miss Transqueen.



Country’s First ever Industrial Training Institute for the Divyangans was laid at
Dibrugarh ITI Complex at Borboruah, Dibrugarh, Assam.



NTPC started power generation from India’s largest floating solar power plant at
Kayamkulam in Kerala.



National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) was registered as a society on 12th
August 2011 under the Societies Registration Act 1860.It acted as implementation
arm of National Ganga River Basin Authority(NGRBA) which was constituted under
the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act (EPA),1986. National Ganga
Council under chairmanship of Hon’ble Prime Minister of India. Empowered
Task Force (ETF) on river Ganga under chairmanship of Hon’ble Union
Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. Shri
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra is the Director General



Habibganj station in Bhopal to have India's first privately-run railway station.
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A new study claimed that one of the biodiversity–rich uninhabited island of
Lakshadweep ‘Parali I’ has vanished due to coastal erosion.



The dawn of cruise tourism in India’ was inaugurated in Mumbai.



New logo for doctors and ambulances in the offing. The existing dark-coloured logo
is likely to be replaced with a lighter shade of red (90%) but would have either
"Dr" or "Rx" written between them, to make it different from the Red Cross Society
logo



India is set to get its first high-speed rail training centre at Gandhinagar.



Indian Air Force (IAF) is going to conduct Exercise Gaganshakti 2018, biggest air
combat exercise along Pakistan, China borders between April 10 to 23, 2018.



A hamlet in Satara district of Maharashtra, popular for its strawberries is all set to
embrace the tag of India's first 'village of books', a concept inspired by Britain's
Hay-on-Wye, a Welsh town known for its book stores and literature festivals.



Government to implement India's first rural LED street lighting project in
Andhra Pradesh.



Shunglu Committee is a committee of three experts instituted to examine the alleged
irregularities and cases of nepotism in the appointments across various Delhi state
government departments under the Arvind Kejriwal led Aam Aadmi Party
government in Delhi.



India's first portal dedicated to para-sports, thenationspride.com launched.
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Principal judge of a family court in Muzaffarnagar, Tej Bahadur Singh has set a
Guinness World Record for disposing of 6,065 cases in just 327 working days.



India’s tallest national flag hoisted at Attari border(Indo-Pak) in Amritsar,
Punjab.



1.6 billion year old fossil of red algae were found at Swedish Museum of Natural
history, Chitrakoot.



Ghazipur is the place where the biggest and oldest opium factory in India is
located.



In a bid to end gender bias against women, Union Ministry for Women and
Child Development has started an online campaign # I am that woman.



Jivamritam project is aimed at providing drinking water to 20,000 villagers.
Jivamritam Project, filtration system(a clean water initiative) launched by Mata
Amritanandamayi Math (MAM) is in Vallikkavu, Kollam district of Kerela.



Sikkim is the place of origin of Teesta river , which is the bone of contention
between India and Bangaladesh.



Tirunelveli , Tamil Nadu is the first city in India to achieve 100% waste
segregation at source.



Rajasthan assembly has become the first in India to call attention and
adjournment motions and proposals online from legislators to send them to the state
government.
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Vishakapatnam Railway station is the cleanest railway station as per a survey
report releades by Railway Ministry on May,17,2017.Secunderabad is 2nd.



3rd edition of the Swachh Survekshan released on May 4th, 2017 ranked 434 Indian
cities on various cleanliness parameters. Indore in Madhya Pradesh emerged as the
cleanest city followed by Bhopal( 2nd ), Vishakapatnam(3rd) , and Surat(4th ) and
Gonda in Uttar Pradesh emerged as the dirtiest city.



India slipped down one place from 130 to 131 among the 188 countries ranked in
terms of human development, says the 2016 Human Development Report (HDR)
released by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in March 2017.
The world’s top three countries in HDI are Norway (0.949), Australia (0.939)
and Switzerland (0.939)



India, South Korea joint anti-piracy, search and rescue exercise ‘SahyogHyeoblyeog 2018’ was conducted in Bay of Bengal off the Chennai coast in Tamil
Nadu.



To ensure safe future for young women, West Bengal government has launched a
scheme called “Rupashree”. Before marriage an amount of Rs 25,000 will be
credited to girl’s bank account.



Madhya Pradesh inaugurated a toilet on October,2 2017 in Mangalwara area of
Bhopal for exclusive use of transgender people.



Manipur’s Nungthaang Tampak Village has emerged as 100 % computer literate in
the entire North East and second in India. Chamravattom village, in Triprangode
panchayat of Kerala's Malappuram district is the nation's first 100 per cent
computer-literate village.



India’s first Aquatic Rainbow Technology Park will be set up in Chennai.
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India is coordinating with China and other Asian countries to raise voice against
Asian premium charged by Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC).



‘The People’s President: Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam’ book has been written by SM
Khan



Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) has published new draft rules to
make mandatory for automobile manufacturers to provide high security
registration plates (HSRP) to all new vehicles from January 1, 2019.

Know more


HSRPs will have in-built security features, such as self-destructive sticker
with engine and chassis numbers. It will be fitted on front and rear of vehicles
and windscreens will have number plate tag with Chromium-based
hologram.



Permanent identification (id) number with minimum of 10 digits will be
laser-branded into reflective sheeting on bottom left of registration plate.



The book ‘ Hit refresh” is authored by Microsoft CEO, Satya Nadela.



Defence Planning Committee (DPC) has been formed under the chairmanship of
Ajit Doval that will drive country’s military and security strategy and guide
defence equipment acquisitions.
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First Health and Wellness Centre to be launched in Bijapur, Chhattisgarh to
mark the launch of Ayushman Bharat Yojana- National Health Protection
Mission (AB-NHPM). First ever “Van Dhan Vikas Kendra” to come up at
Bijapur, Chhattisgarh



The US Department of Treasury has included India in the monitoring list of its
major trading partners that merit close attention to their currency practices and
macroeconomic policies. The list was part of semi-annual report on Macroeconomic
and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading Partners of the United States.



Chief Minister Nitish Kumar Bihar Government Prohibits State Officials from
Consuming Liquor, according to which, no officials of state government are
allowed to consume liquor outside the state or country. Bihar is only state to
have passed rule.



The National Regulatory Authority of India , the vaccine authority of India, has
been given the highest rankings by global health body World Health Organisation for
vaccine regulations.



The Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) became the first airport in the
world, to be completely powered by solar energy.



United Nations declared 2017 as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism
for Development.



Iconic attraction of India Taj Mahal has emerged as the fifth most popular
landmark in the world and second in Asia, according to the results of online travel
portal TripAdvisor’s ‘Travellers’ Choice Awards for Landmarks.Top spot is given to
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Cambodia’s Angkor Wat. Sheik Zayed Grand Mosque Centre in Abu Dhabi has
attained 2nd spot.



India has been ranked at 79th spot out of 176 countries in the Corruption
Perception Index (CPI) for the year 2016 released on January25, 2017 by the Berlin
based corruption watchdog Transparency International(TI).



In Global Passport Power Rank 2018, Singapore has attained rank 1. India has
been ranked 73rd in the index.



India has ranked 116 out of 157 nations on a global index that assesses the
performance of countries towards achieving the ambitious sustainable development
goals (SDGs). Sweden is Rank 1.



FAME India Scheme stands for Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &)
Electric Vehicles.



India Ranks 154 Among 195 Countries in Healthcare Index, Lancet report.



Belgium has become the first country to open an honorary consulate office in
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City).



Narendra Modi inaugurated the first flight under UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik)
scheme for regional connectivity on the Shimla- Delhi routes



Prime Minster Narendra Modi launched the BHIM-Aadhar (a digtal payment
platform that uses the AADHAR no. ) in Nagpur.
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Chenani-Nashri Tunnel, also known as Patnitop Tunnel, is the country’s longest
tunnel in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir on NH 44 connecting Udhampur
with Ramban.



Lok Sabha held a special meeting on 75th anniversary of the Quit India
Movement on August 8, 2017.



Justice Roopanwal Commission was constituted after Rohit Vemula’s death on
January 17 , 2016 which said that Rohith Vemula committed suicide for personal
reasons and not over eviction from Hyderabad Central University Hostel.



The CBI filed in a Delhi court a chargesheet against former IAF chief SP Tyagi,
former Air Marshall J. S. Gujral and nine others in the Augusta Westland VVIP
chopper case.



The West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee reconstitutes Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration and appoints rebel GJM leader Binoy Tamang its chairperson.



Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese Counterpart Shinzo Abe to lay the
foundation stone in Ahmedabad for the country’s first 1,10,000 crore, 508 km
high speed rail project between Mumbai and Ahmedabad.



15th finance commission will be set up for a period of 5 years ( 2020-2025) under
the chairmanship of former Rajya Sabha MP NK Singh.
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India was re–elected to Council of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO)
under category B. In Council of IMO, Category B represents developing countries
and those member countries with the largest interests in international sea borne trade.

International Maritime Organisation


Formation: Established in 1948 in Geneva and came into force in
1959



Type: Specialised agency of United Nations responsible for regulating
shipping.





Present Headquarters: London, United Kingdom



Head: Kitack Lim

The first Roll-on Roll-off ferry service has been inaugurataed between Ghogha in
Bhavnagar district in Gujarat and Dahej , near Baruch in South Gujrat.



Nirmala Sitharaman becomes the first woman in India to hold charge of Defence
Portfolio.



World Economic Forum (WEF) report said that Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, is
the most crowded city on the planet, followed by India’s financial capital
Mumbai at the second place. Kota in Rajasthan was ranked seventh.
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India has ranked 24 in terms of International Tourist Arrivals for 2014 and 2015
as per revised rankings of World Tourism Barometer by UNWTO on May
21,2017.



UNFPA releases its flagship State of World Population Report, 2017, "Worlds
Apart: Reproductive Rights in an Age of Inequality”.



Nagpur will be the first Indian city to get electric radio cabs.



According to Brand Finance’s released Nation Brands 2017 report, India was
ranked 8th out of 100 countries on a list of most valuable nation brands. Top 10
Valuable Nation brands are United States (1st), China (2nd), Germany (3rd).



TERI ranked second among world's climate think tanks under the category '2016
Top Climate Think Tanks in the Rest of the World--Absolute Global Rankings' during
ICCG's 23rd annual conference of the European Association of Environmental and
Resource Economists (EAERE) in Athens in Greece.



India’s biodiversity riches grow by 499 species.



Gujrat has become the first state in India to establish cashless system for
distribution of food grain to the beneficiaries under National Food Security Act.



Kerela is planning to open Indi’a first transgender- exclusive clinics at
government medical college across the state.
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Largest Fresh water aquarium of India, “Ranchi Machchli Ghar” inaugurated in
Jharkhand.



The foundation for building the nation’s first Greenfield smart city project has
been laid down in HEC of Ranchi .



India’s first e-court inaugurated at Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir.



Following a series of attacks by militants on policemen and looting of banks in J&K,
security forces and police have launched a massive “cordon and combing”
operation in south Kashmir’s Shopian district in the month of May, 2017.



Odisha became the first Indian state to extend banking facilities to mases in
unbanked areas through Self Help groups.



West Bengal to be 2nd with own government song, CM will pen it. Once the song
is finalised, Bengal will be the second state after Tamilnadu to have its
government’s own song.



On April 6, 2018, Indian Government banned imports of the hormone oxytocin to
stop its misuse in the livestock industry. Oxytocin is referred to as “love hormone”.
It is released naturally during human bonding activities such as sex, childbirth and
breastfeeding.

INTERNATIONAL
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With a vision to bring more females into its workforce, United Arab Emirates'
cabinet approved a bill guaranteeing equal pay for men and women. This
decision is a part of UAE Government efforts to narrow the gender gap. In context of
this news, it is important to note that UAE ranked 120 out of 144 countries overall
in the 2017 World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap Report. In context of
this news, it is important to note that UAE ranked 120 out of 144 countries
overall in the 2017 World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap Report.



Bahrain had discovered the country’s largest oilfield in decades, located off the
west coast of the kingdom.



Malaysia is the first country to outlaw "fake news" and offenders as a
consequence can be imprisoned up to six years



The world's first long-distance electric bus line was inaugurated in Paris by
German low-cost company FlixBus. The service will link the French capital to the
northern city of Amiens, a 160 kilometres journey which will take a little over two
hours.



Turkey’s first nuclear power plant, Akkuyu nuclear power plant project is
coming up in the Mediterranean Mersin region.



Saudi Arabia’s first new cinema in decades to open on April 18 and the first
movie to be screened is Marvel’s superhero movie “Black Panther”.



Citing tragic road accidents in India and Canada, UN Deputy SecretaryGeneral Amina Mohammed termed traffic deaths an urgent global concern as the
world body launched a trust fund aimed at spurring action to help save lives in road
accidents.
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China to launch new weather satellite Fengyun-II 09 a new meteorological satellite
this year to further boost its weather forecasting capabilities.



On April 16, 2018, India won six elections to UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) bodies. India won places on the executive boards of four UN bodies,
three commissions and a committee.

India has also been elected to following bodies:
Board/Commission

Term

Executive Board of UN-Women

Three-year term starting January 2019

Commission on Population and Development
Commission for Social Development
Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice



Will start immediately. Term will end in
September 2021
Four-year term starting immediately
Three-year term starting January 2019

Through another single election, India made its way to the executive boards of the UN
Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the
UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS) for a three-year terms from January 2019.

Quick Facts about United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC):
1) Formed in – 1945
2) Role – serves as central forum for discussing international economic and social
issues and formulating policy recommendations addressed to UN member countries
3) Current President – Marie Chatardova
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The United States Trade Representative (USTR) formally announced that it is
reviewing the eligibility of India, Indonesia, and Kazakhstan in the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) based on “concerns about the countries’ compliance
with the program. GSP is a preferential treatment that US government gives to its
exporters from developing and developed countries. The benefits under the GSP
includes duty free entry of certain goods like chemicals, gems, textiles among others
to the US market. In 2017 India was the biggest beneficiary of the GSP with a
subsidies worth $5.6 billion.



Pvt. Chelsea Manning , the soldier was sentenced to 35 years in a military prison
for giving classified materials to Wikileaks walks free from the Fort Leavenworth
lockup in Kansas.



MV Logos Hope, considered the world’s largest floating bookstore, has docked
at Veracruz in Mexico to provide “knowledge, help and hope”.



South Korea’s former President Park Geun-hye was convicted for corruption and
was awarded imprisonement for 24 years and she is the country’s first woman
leader who became a figure of public fury and ridicule.



The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Malaysia concluded joint military exercise
“Desert Tiger 5” aimed at sharing expertise and enhancing joint military actions in
Dubai, UAE.



Nepal has launched its first accessible trekking trail for differently abled and elders
in Pokhara city.



Prime Minister of Nepal, KP Oli was on a three-day official visit to India from 6th –
8th April 2018.
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China proposes India-Nepal-China economic corridor through Himalayas



China is set to unveil this year the world's longest cross-sea bridge, connecting
Hong Kong, Macau and mainland China. The crossing, which took seven years to
complete, is 55km-long and six lanes wide, comprising of of four tunnels and four
artificial islands.



Japan activated its Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade (ARDB), its first
marine unit since World War Two.



United Nations has launched UN Road Safety Trust Fund to improve road safety
worldwide in order to mitigate accidents. UN Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) is secretariat for the trust fund.



The United States has included China, Japan, South Korea, Germany, Switzerland,
and India in "the monitoring list" of its "major trading partners that merit close
attention to their currency practices and macroeconomic policies". The list is a part of
the semi-annual report on "Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major
Trading Partners of the United States" prepared by the US Department of Treasury for
the US Congress.



More than 30 women alleged that the US movie director James Toback had sexually
harassed or assaulted them.



Hayden Cross is UK’s first preganent man and he gave birth to a girl child.



UN says world population is to cross 9.8 billion by 2050.
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UK soft drink sugar tax comes into force. The introduction of the levy means the
UK joins a small handful of nations, including Mexico, France and Norway, which
have introduced similar taxes.



Puerto Rico's voters have overwhelmingly chosen for the territory to become the 51st
US state in a non-binding referendum.



Mahatma Gandhi, Indian Independence Movement included In Oxford University
curriculum.



The Grenfell Tower fire broke out on 14 June 2017 at the 24-storey Grenfell Tower
block of public housing flats in North Kensington, Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea, West London.



India’s President Ram Nath Kovind addressed Swaziland’s parliament, becoming
first visiting Head of the State to do so. Indian President Kovind visited Swaziland
on the second leg of his three-African nation tour which also included Equatorial
Guinea and Zambia. India donated $1 million for Swaziland’s National Disaster
Management Agency



Israeli flower named after PM Modi As a special gesture, a new fast growing Israeli
Crysanthumun flower was named “MODI” after Prime Minister NarendraModi,
during the Indian Premier’s visit to the Danzigerflower farm, which is one of the
leading floriculture companies of Israel having founded in 1953.



India has been elected to Committee for Programme and Coordination(main
subsidiary of UN ECOSOC). India has also been elected to International Narcotics
Control Board.
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Amendment to Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) between India
and China signed and ratified.



Dubai International, DXB has retained its position as the World Number 1
Airport for 4th consecutive year.



The fifth Indo-Kyrgyzstan Joint Training Exercise KHANJAR-V culminated,
after a joint tactical validation exercise and a closing ceremony held at Counter
Insurgency Jungle Warfare School, Mizoram.



Singapore, China ink MoU for collaboration on Belt and Road Initiative.



China’s out-of-control Tiangong-1 space lab has re-entered Earth’s atmosphere,
landing in middle of the South Pacific Ocean near world’s ‘spacecraft cemetery or
graveyard’. Tiangong-1 (Heavenly Palace or Celestial Palace-1) was China’s first
prototype space station or space laboratory.



Dinosaur footprints believed to be 170 million-year-old found in Scotland.
Researchers from the University of Edinburgh were involved in this discovery. The
study has been published in the Scottish Journal of Geology. The find is globally
important as it is rare evidence of the Middle Jurassic period, from which few
fossil sites have been found around the world.



A new Guinness record has been set in Italy for the most number of robots(
Alpha 1S robot) dancing simultaneously, with 1,372 humanoids syncing their
different moves to music



Researchers from the University College here have reported the discovery of a new
plant species from the Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot. Classified as a sedge,
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the grass-like plant has been named Fimbristylis agasthyamalaensis, after the locality
from which it was found.


New cliff carvings discovered in eastern Tibet; give glimpse into ancient
Buddhist art & local history from 1,200 years ago. The discoveries, dating back
to the Tibetan Tubo Kingdom era, were found in Acur township in Chagyab
County of the Qamdo City, the regional cultural relics protection research
institute said.



A jawbone fossil found on a rocky English of Washington beach belongs to one
of the biggest marine animals on record, a type of seagoing reptile called an
ichthyosaur that scientists estimated at up to 85 feet long - approaching the size
of a blue whale.



Valletta will be hosting the title of European Capital of Culture in 2018 with a
partner Dutch city, Leeuwarden.



72nd session of United Nations General Assembly commenced on 19th September
2017 in which the main thematic discussion was on ‘ Focussing on People: Striving
for Peace and Decent life for All on a Sustainable Planet”.



Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe at the time of his impeachment was 93 and was the
world’s oldest- serving leader.



India has joined for improving quality of care for maternal, newborn and child
health- A global health network focused on improving the quality of care for new
mothers and babies. It is supported by WHO and UNICEF. Other countries are
Bangaladesh, Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, Tanzania and
Uganda.
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World’s longest storm is Hurricane Irma.



Nepal’s famous tea exports will no longer have the logo ‘Darjeeling, India’ and will
be sold abroad with its own identity, 154 years after tea cultivation commenced in the
Himalayan nation .The trademark comprises an image of mountains with 'Nepali
Tea Quality from the Himalaya' written below it.



Russian diplomat, Vladimir Voronkov, has been appointed as the first head of the
UN’s newly established Counter terrorism Office.



Asia’s largest church, the Sumi Baptist Church Zunheboto inaugurated in
Nagaland.



Ethihad Airways has launched a ‘Fly Now and Pay Later’ scheme in Abu Dhabi.
The instalments can be paid within 3 to 60 months.



Coasta Rica’s ambassador Elayen Gomez was the President of UN conference
that negotiated the Global treaty to ban nuclear weapons.



The Russian police have arrested a 17-year old unnamed girl, who is believed to be
the administrator of the Blue Whale game.She was arrested in Russia.



University of Minnesota uses harry porter to teach philosophy.



Bolivia’s President Declares ‘Total Independence’ from World Bank and IMF



India and China agree to disengage from the 73- day standoff on the Doklam
plateau, disputed between China and Bhutan. Doklam standoff was over Beijing’s
attempt to lay a road in the Bhutanese territory at Doko La over the Zom Cheri
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ridge. Doklam is called Donglang(Zhoglam) in China, Doklam in Bhutan and
Dokla in India. Japan Backed India on Doklam issue



China launches its first unmanned cargo spacecraft, Tianzhou-1 in Wenchang,
Hainan. It is powered by a Long March-7 Y2 carrier rocket. China will become the
3rd country besides Russia and the USA to master the techniques of refuelling in
Space.



China launched its longest bullet train named ‘Shangri-La of the world’ on Jan 5,
2017. It runs between Kunming and Beijing.



The world's oldest emergency helpline 999 today completed 80 years of its
existence in the UK with Scotland Yard celebrating the "cornerstone" of the British
policing by organising several events.



Ecuador has taken over from Thailand as chair of the Group of 77 which promotes
the interests of the 134 developing countries it represents at the United Nations,
including China in January, 2017.



El Salvador makes history as first nation to impose blanket ban on metal mining.



On 3rd January 2018, Equatorial Guinea, Ivory Coast(Cote D’ivoire) , Kuwait,
Peru, Poland and the Netherlands joined the United Nations Security Council as
non– permanent members. The six countries who left the UN Security Council on
December 31 are Egypt, Italy, Japan, Senegal, Ukraine and Uruguay.



The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the first multilateral legallybinding instrument for nuclear disarmament to have been negotiated in 20 years,
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was adopted amid cheers and applause by a vote of 122 in favour to one against
(Netherlands) and one abstention (Singapore) in the month of July,2017. India
and other nuclear-armed nations - the United States, Russia, Britain, China,
France, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel had not participated in the
negotiations.



The Syrian Observatory for Human rights confirmed the death of IS leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi in a Russian Airstrike.



Ten U. S. Sailors go missing and five are injured after the guided missile destroyer
USS John McCain and a Liberian flagged oil tanker Alnic Mc collided in
Singaporean territorial waters in the month of August.



The U.S. approves the first gene therapy in the nation to fight childhood
Leukemia.



North Korea tested a hydrogen bomb at its Punggye-ri- Nuclear Weapons
Institute generating a 6.8 magnitude tremor felt in South Korea and China.



According to the US space agency NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson (World’s oldest
spacewoman) is set to depart the International Space Station (ISS) and return to
Earth after completing a 288–day long mission. Whitson is completing a 288–day
mission that began in November 2016.She had spent a total of 665 days in space,
setting a record for the longest time in orbit by any woman.
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The 9th BRICS summit in Xiamen, China declared Pakistan based Jaish-eMohammad and LeT as terror organisations.



India and South Korea signed mutual recognition of certificate of competency of
seafarers to provide Indian seafarers employment on over 500 Korean ships



The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) turned 50 in the year 2017.Le
Luong Minh, Secretary-General of ASEAN. ASEAN was founded on 8 August
1967 with five members: Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and
Thailand. ASEAN IS 10 -member state



Britain MP’s vote in favour of the EU withdrawl bill.



India has agreed to build strategic railway link between Raxaul in Bihar and
Kathmandu in Nepal to facilitate people-to-people (P2P) contact and bulk
movement of goods.



The Communications Over Various Feeds Electronically for Engagement
(COVFEFE) Act passed by US, which has the same acronym as an infamous Trump
Twitter typo, would amend the Presidential Records Act to include "social media."



WannaCry nemesis Marcus Hutchins(Briton) arrested in US on malware charges.



UN human rights chief Zeid Raad al-Hussein flayed any attempts by India to
deport Rohingyas to Myanmar when the ethnic minority community is facing
violence in their country
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A federal judge, U.S. District Judge Marsha Pechman barred the federal
government from implementing President Donald Trump’s ban on transgender
members of the military, finding that the ban had to be subject to a careful court
review before implementation because of the history of discrimination against
transgender individuals.



Gold Lunar Module is stolen from Armstrong Museum.



Vietnam plans to ban motorbikes by 2030 to combat pollution.



India, China and Pakistan are among the 10 countries that accounted for more
than 95 per cent of all new HIV infections in the Asia and the Pacific region in
2016, according to a UN report.



Saudi Arabia allows women to drive. King Salman’s decree will take effect in
June 2018.



Pope Francis on Saturday criticized the naming of the U.S. military's biggest nonnuclear explosive as "the Mother of All Bombs", saying the word "mother" should
not be used in reference to a deadly weapon.



World’s least stressful city is Stuttgart, Germany and most stressful city is
Baghdad, according to ZIPJET. The second city in the least stressful cities list is
Luxembourg City. India's Delhi, Bengaluru, Kolkata and Mumbai are also on the list.
The cities are based on factors such as unemployment, debt per capita, traffic, public
transport, security, pollution and density.

LEGAL NEWS
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In Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. The State of Maharashtra a Two-Judge Bench
of Justices AK Goel and UU Lalit held that:

a.
b.
c. 1. There is no absolute bar against grant of anticipatory bail in cases under the Atrocities
Act (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 ) if no
prima facie case is made out or where on judicial scrutiny the complaint is found to be
prima facie mala fide
d. 2.In view of acknowledged abuse of law of arrest in cases under the Atrocities Act, arrest
of a public servant can only be after approval of the appointing authority and of a nonpublic servant after approval by the S.S.P. which may be granted in appropriate cases if
considered necessary for reasons recorded. Such reasons must be scrutinized by the
Magistrate for permitting further detention.
e. 3.To avoid false implication of an innocent, a preliminary enquiry may be conducted by the
DSP concerned to find out whether the allegations make out a case under the Atrocities Act
and that the allegations are not frivolous or motivated.
f. 4.Any violation of direction (2) and (3) will be actionable by way of disciplinary action as
well as contempt
g. The Central government has decided to file a review petition against the Supreme Court’s
recent verdict that laid down stringent safeguards before registering a case under the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.



The Chief Justice of Karnataka High Court, Justice Dinesh Maheshwari has
reportedly dropped an inquiry initiated against a senior District and Sessions Court
Judge (Judge P. Krishna Bhat) after Justice J. Chelameswar wrote a scathing letter to
Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra last week, challenging the propriety of the inquiry
which was initiated at the behest of the Centre.
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In Tehseen Poonavala v. UOI the Supreme Court dismissed the Petitions seeking an
independent probe into CBI Special Judge Brijgopal Harkishan Loya’s mysterious
death. The Bench comprising Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud and Justice A.M. Khanwilkar opined that the Petitions lacked merit and
that the conduct of the petitioners and the intervenors is “lacking in bona fides and
reveals a misuse of the judicial process”.



Ashwani Kumar Upadhyay v. UOI : Ashwini Upadhyay has filed a petition urging
that provisions of Muslim Personal Law which validates practice of polygamy and
nikah halala be declared unconstitutional. He has prayed that Section 2 of the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act be declared unconstitutional and violative of
Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution, insofar as it seeks to recognize and validate
the practice of polygamy and nikah-halala. Upadhyay seeks a declaration that
provisions of the IPC are applicable on all Indian citizens and triple-talaq is a cruelty
under Section 498A of the IPC, nikah-halala is rape under Section 375 of the IPC, and
polygamy is an offence under Section 494 of the IPC. Also, in Shameena Begum v
UOI a social activist and mother of three (Shameena Begum-a polygamy victim) has
knocked the doors of the Supreme Court urging that polygamy and nikah-halala be
criminalised under the Indian Penal Code and Section 2 of the Muslim Personal Law
(Shariat) Application Act be declared unconstitutional as it seeks to recognize and
validate the “draconian” practices



In Ashwini Kumar Updhyay v. UOI a PIL by BJP leader Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay sought a ban on convicted individuals from forming a political party and
becoming office-bearers on Monday saw an interesting exchange of remarks between
counsel for the petitioner, the Centre and the Election Commission of India. The
petition involves the interpretation of Section 29A of the Representation of People’s
Act of 1951 as to whether the ECI is empowered to derecognise the political party
formed by a convicted person.
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In Meera Santosh Pal v. UOI the Supreme Court allowed a 22-year-old woman to
terminate her 24-week pregnancy on medical ground considering the right to preserve
the life of a person being paramount. An amendment drafted in 2014 to a 1971 Act
sought to increase the abortion time limit from 20 weeks to 24 weeks. Additionally,
the draft bill also recommended that termination be allowed without a time limit in
cases, where doctors detect a foetal anomaly.



The Law Commission of India (LCI) has recommended to declare Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) as a public body. It also recommended BCCI
and its all member cricket associations to be brought under Right to Information
(RTI) law regime in the month of April, 2018.



A bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y
Chandrachud said that the Chief Justice of India (CJI) is the "first among
equals"(primus inter pares) and occupies a unique position having the "exclusive
prerogative" to allocate cases and set up benches to hear cases. The bench
dismissed a PIL filed by Uttar Pradesh-based lawyer Ashok Pande seeking
evolution of a "set procedure" to constitute benches and allot cases to different
benches, the bench said that as a "repository of constitutional trust, the Chief Justice
is an institution in himself".



The verdict assumed significance as it came in the backdrop of the January 12
unprecedented press conference of senior-most judges including Justices J
Chelameswar, Ranjan Gogoi, Madan B Lokur and Kurian Joseph raising the
issue of improper allocation of cases.



Shanti Bhushan has also recently filed a PIL seeking clarification on the
administrative authority of the CJI as the 'master of roster' and laying down of
principles in preparing the roster for allocation of cases to different benches.
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Chief Justice of India occupies a position which is sui generis
(unique)...Article 146 reaffirms the position of the Chief Justice of India as
the head of the institution.



The Union Cabinet chaired gave its approval for rightsizing Competition
Commission of India (CCI) from one Chairperson and six Members (totalling
seven) to one Chairperson and three Members (totalling four) from September
2018 when one incumbent member complete his term.



The Union Cabinet has introduced of Protection of Human Rights (Amendments)
Bill, 2018 in Parliament for better protection and promotion of human rights in the
country. The Bill will amend Protection of Human Rights, 1993 which was last
amended in 2006. It proposes to include National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights as deemed Member of National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC). It proposes to add woman member in composition of NHRC.



Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment) Act, 2016 contains the
provision necessary for implementation of the GST. Brought about changes in
article 246(A), Article 269 A and Article 279A of the Constitution.



The Supreme Court referred to a five-judge Constitution Bench the question
whether the fundamental right of women to pray at the place of their choice can
be discriminated against solely based “on a biological factor exclusive to the female
gender.” With this, a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court will scrutinise the ageold practice in Kerala’s famed Sabarimala temple of restricting entry for women
aged between 10 and 50 — that is, those who are in the menstruating age. The
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Constitution Bench will decide whether Rule 3 (b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of
Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965 allows a ‘religious
denomination’ to ban entry of women between the age of 10 to 50 years.


Supreme Court dismissed a petition to ban a book written by writer and activist
Professor Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd called Samajika Smugglurlu Komatollu . The
petition filed by advocate K.L.N.V. Veeranjaneyulu also took exception to a
particular chapter in a book titled ‘Post-Hindu India’ called ‘Hindutv-Mukt
Bharat’. The book is critical about the caste system prevailing in India, especially in
the Arya Vysya community.



Amit Shah's son Jay Amit Shah filed a Rs 100 crore criminal defamation suit
against seven people over the reported growth in his firm's turnover published by
the news website, The Wire. The case was filed in Ahmedabad in the court of
Additional chief metropolitan magistrate SK Gadhvi, who has ordered an inquiry
into the allegations



Calcutta High Court judge C.S. Karnan (since retired) was arrested at
Malumichampatti near Coimbatore, between Podanur and Madukkarai. Justice
Karnan was the first sitting High Court judge to be awarded imprisonment for six
months by the Supreme Court on May 9. A seven-member Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India J.S. Khehar, found him guilty of contempt and awarded the sentence.
Since then, he had been on the run, evading arrest.



Delhi High Court has said that any forwarded document on Whatsapp would be
inadmissible in court proceedings in motion under the Evidence Act, 1872 as
evidence unless the original is provided. Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva stated this in the
case of former Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Kalikho Pul. The National
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Lawyers Campaign for Judicial Transparency and Reforms and other had filed
a petition against the late Pul which was dismissed in the court. The document in
question is an alleged suicide note written by Pul


The Supreme Court termed any attack by khap panchayats or associations against
an adult man and woman opting for inter– caste marriage as “absolutely illegal”. A
bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y
Chandrachud asked the Centre to give its response on suggestions earlier given by
amicus curiae (friend of the court) Raju Ramachandran on ways to prevent
harassment and killing of young couples in the name of family honour for marrying
inter–caste or intra–clan (gotra).



The Indian Forest Act, 1927 has been amended which with immediate effect
exempts bamboo grown in non-forest areas from the definition of trees



The Constitution (123rd Amendment) Bill, 2017 was introduced in Lok Sabha by
the Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Mr. Thaawarchand Gehlot on April
5, 2017. It seeks to grant the National Commission on Backward Classes
(NCBC) constitutional status, at par with the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC) and the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes.



The Supreme Court on April 19, 2017 allowed fresh charges of criminal conspiracy
against BJP leaders, L.K. Advani,Murli Manohar Joshi , Uma Bharthi and nine
others in Babri Masjid case.



The Supreme Court on May 5th, 2017 upheld the Death Penalty for the four
convicted in the 2012 Delhi Gang rape case(Nirbhaya case).Those who will bear
the punishment are Mukesh, Pawan, Vinay Sharma and Akshay Kumar Singh.
One of the accused Ram Singh committed suicide in Tihar Jail and the juvenile
was sentenced three -year punishment in a reform home.
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On 25th August, 2017, a special CBI court in Panchkula, Haryana convicted the
Dera Sacha Sauda leader Ram Rahim Singh of raping two female followers.



Government approved ‘Muslim Women Protection of Rights on Marriage Bill’,
under which, the practice of instant triple talaq (talaq–e–biddat) will be made illegal
and would attract a jail term of three years. Triple Talaq is a practice under which a
Muslim man can divorce his wife by simply uttering the word ‘talaq’ three times.
In August 2017, Supreme Court of India banned the practice of ‘triple talaq’ calling it
unconstitutional. “The offence punishable under this Act shall be cognizable and
non–bailable within the meaning of the Code.



In a recent move, law commission has suggested the government to make registration
of marriages compulsory. The law panel, in a report submitted to the government on
July 4, 2017 suggested that registration of marriages should be made compulsory with
a fine being charged for non-compliance within 30 days.The commission that was
headed by retired SC justice B S Chauhan, submitted a report to the Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad. The law commission answered a question put forward by the
central government regarding the Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Bill,
2015. The above mentioned bill was given a go-ahead after SC's verdict in the
'Seema vs Ashwani Kumar case' (2006) where the apex court suggested that
mandatory registration of marriages irrespective of the should be an
independent law. UP makes marriage registration mandatory



The parliament passed the historic Human Immunodeficiency Virus(HIV) and
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) (Prevention and Control) Bill,
2017 on 11th April. It prohibits discrimination against people living with HIV
(PLHIVs) on grounds of treatment, employment and workplace. It provides for
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complete confidentiality, helps in safeguarding patients’ rights, and also creates a
proper grievance addressing mechanism.



The bench led by Justice Ranjan Gogoi asked the Centre to submit a scheme for
setting up 12 fast track courts for cases against MPs and MLAs. The PIL has been
filed by Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay. Two special courts will handle cases against
228 MPs and the rest will be set up in 10 states —Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Karnataka, Kerala, MP, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, UP and West
Bengal —where the number of tainted MLAs are more than 65 each.



The Supreme Court questioned annulment of an inter-faith marriage by the
Kerala High Court. It also wondered if a 24-year-old girl can be kept in her
father's custody after the HC's order on May 25. A three-judge bench presided
over by Chief Justice Dipak Misra said the court would examine if the marriage
can be nullified while hearing a writ petition filed under Article 226 of the
Constitution. The HC had termed the marriage, performed in December last as
"Love Jihad".

NIA to probe Kerala “Love Jihad” case and Supreme Court set up a panel under
former judge R.V Raveendaran to monitor progress.



A Bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra sitting along with Justices AM
Khanwilkar and DY Chandrachud took up the matter suo motu while dealing with
a PIL which sought only a modification of the apex court’s earlier decision dated July
27, 2017 in Rajesh Sharma Vs State of Uttar Pradesh case where two judge
bench(given by a Bench of Justices Adarsh K Goel and UU Lalit) issued detailed
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guidelines to police not to “immediately” arrest the husband and in-laws named
in complaints made by the wife under Section 498A of the IPC, dealing with
cruelty by husbands. The PIL by NGO Nyayadhar, an organisation of women
lawyers of Ahmednagar in Maharashtra, submitted to the court that the July 27
judgment had rendered women remediless and the said provision of Section
498A ineffective. The bench appointed Senior Advocate V Shekhar as Amicus to
assist the court while issuing notice to the Centre and sought its reply.



The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in Binoy Viswan versus Union of India has
upheld Section 139AA of the Income Tax Act,1961 as constitutionally valid which
required quoting of the Aadhaar number in applying for PAN as well as for filing of
income tax returns. Section 139AA(1) of the Income Tax Act,1961 as
introduced by the Finance Act, 2017 provides for mandatory quoting of
Aadhaar/Enrolment ID of Aadhaar application form, for filing of return of income
and for making an application for allotment of PAN with effect from 1st July, 2017.



The Mental Healthcare Bill, 2016, aims to provide provide for mental healthcare and
services for persons with mental illness and ensure these persons have the right to live
a life with dignity by not being discriminated against or harassed. It also
decriminalised suicide and was unanimously passed in Lok Sabha.



The Gujrat Animal Preservation (Amendment) Bill awarding maximum
imprisonment up to life but not less than 10 years for cow slaughter is passed in
the State Assembly.
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The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of Livestock Markets) Rules,
2017 bans sale Of Cows For Slaughter At Animal Markets, Restrict Cattle Trade

ECONOMY



Eleven public sector banks are under the radar of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
over the issue of non-performing assets. These banks have been brought under the
central bank's Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework with an aim to check
NPAs. The 11 banks on the RBI’s watch-list include Allahabad Bank, United
Bank of India, Corporation Bank, IDBI Bank, UCO Bank, Bank of India,
Central Bank of India, Indian Overseas Bank, Oriental Bank of Commerce,
Dena Bank, Bank of Maharashtra. Five banks which could be brought under the
PCA are Andhra Bank, Punjab National Bank, Canara Bank, Union Bank and
Punjab & Sind Bank.



India’s forex reserves expanded by $1.217 billion to 426.082 billion in the week to 13
April as per Reserve Bank of India (RBI).



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced a major crackdown on
cryptocurrencies even as it unveiled plans to create its own digital currency.



3th April 2018 marks the 124th foundation day of Punjab National Bank (PNB).



The Indian economy has recovered from the adverse impacts of demonetisation
and Goods and Services Tax and is projected to grow by 7.3% in 2018 and 7.5%
in 2019 as per the World Bank.
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Bandhan Bank has become one of the top 50 most valuable publicly traded
companies in India in terms of market capitalization (m-cap). Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd (TCS) is the most valuable company in India, followed by Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), HDFC Bank Limited and ITC.



India is now the second largest mobile phone producer in the world after China,
as per information shared by Indian Cellular Association.



Jio Payments Bank begins its operations from April 3, 2018. It is a 70:30 joint
venture between Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries and the State Bank of
India (SBI).



The income tax department has set up a committee to look into the tax
implications of the super-rich leaving the country to settle abroad and also arrive
at the country’s stand on such migrations. In 2017 alone, 7,000 millionaires left India,
taking India to the top of the exodus charts, according to data compiled by the team
headed by Ruchir Sharma.



IMF pegs India growth at 7.4 per cent for FY19



IndusInd Bank announced that it has launched a pilot WhatsApp enterprise
solution to communicate with its customers.



SIDBI Celebrates its foundation day on 2nd April,2018 with launch of ' Samridhi
- the virtual assistant' & ' Bankability Kit'. Small Industries Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) set up on 2nd April 1990 under an Act of Indian Parliament,



SoftBank Group Corp (of Japan) has agreed to launch a $930 million Indian joint
solar energy venture with Chinese firm GCL System Integration Technology Co
Ltd as part of its ambitious India solar investment roadmap.
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The government announced this fiscal's first tranche of sovereign gold bond
(SGB) and its subscription will open on April 16. The sovereign gold bond 201819, Series-I, will be sold through banks, Stock Holding Corporation of India Limited
(SHCIL), designated post offices and recognised stock exchanges namely the NSE
and BSE



Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations has designated
14 new sites as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) since
2016.



India Signs Loan agreement with World Bank for USD 48 million for Meghalaya
Community - Led Landscapes Management Project/



Post the First Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy Statement announcement, the policy
rates and reserve ratios are as follows:

1. Policy Repo Rate

6.00% Unchanged – since 2nd August 2017

2. Reverse Repo Rate 5.75% Unchanged – since 2nd August 2017
3. Marginal Standing Facility Rate
4. Bank Rate

6.25% Unchanged – since 2nd August 2017

6.25% Unchanged – since 2nd August 2017

5. Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 4.00% Unchanged – since 9th February 2013
6. Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)

19.50%

With Effect from 14th

October 2017



According to International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) World Economic Outlook (WEO)
for April 2018, India is now the world’s sixth largest economy at $2.6 trillion
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(interms of GDP), displacing France. The five economies ahead are United States,
China, Japan, Germany and United Kingdom.


The Reserve Bank of India switched back to gross domestic product (GDP) model
from the gross value added (GVA) methodology to provide its estimate of economic
activity in the country.



Three trade receivable discounting systems (TReDS) digital invoice discounting
platforms- RXIL, A.TReDS and M1xchange are India’s first block chain
implementation.



The Union Cabinet has approved closure of Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE)
Burn Standard Company Ltd (BSCL) under Ministry of Railways



The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has constituted 5-member working
group (committee) headed by Pragya Sahay Saksena to examine taxation aspects
related to High Net Worth Individuals (HNWIs) who are migrating abroad to
other jurisdictions.



According to Steel Users Federation of India (SUFI), India has overtaken Japan
to become world’s second largest producer of crude steel in February 2018.
China is the largest producer of crude steel in the world.



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has deferred adoption of Indian Accounting
Standards (Ind AS) by commercial banks for year (till April 2019) due to
unpreparedness of banks to migrate to the new accounting system.



'Social Pay' is the first-of-its-kind service available on Money2India (M2I), the
bank's app for remittances started by ICICI.
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Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) is facility provided by RBI for all resident
individuals including minors to freely remit upto certain amount in terms of US
Dollar for current and capital account purposes or combination of both.



India’s largest private sector lender ICICI Bank became first Indian bank to go
live on SWIFT’s (Society for World Interbank Financial Telecommunication
System) Global Payment Innovation (GPI), an improved cross-border payments
service. ICICI Bank has become its first Indian client to go live with an improved
cross-border payments service.



The E-Way Bill system for Intra-State movement of goods was rolled out in five
more states-Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala, Telangana and Uttar Pradesh. The EWay Bill system for all inter-State movement of goods valued over Rs 50,000 was
rolled-out from 1st April 2018. At that time, Karnataka was only state which had
rolled out e-way bill system for intra-state movement of goods.



The Centre seeks to dismantle a two-decades-old body that was formed as a beacon
of the economic liberalisation of 1993: the Foreign Investment Promotion Board
(FIPB).



Apple has acquired Beddit, a Finnish company that makes sleep-tracking devices
that work with apps for iOS and the Apple Watch.



The Economic Survey 2017-18 is printed in pink colour to underline the importance
of gender issues to the economy and is written by Chief Economic Advisor to the
Government of India, Arvind Subramaniam.

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India.

www.clatpossible.com
A Team Satyam Offering

April + Miscellaneous


Niti Aayog founded on 01, Jan 2015 completed 3 years of formation on 1st Jan,
2018.



GST slabs are: 0%, 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%. There is a special rate of rough
precious and semi-precious stones and 3% on gold.



The Income Tax Department launched an app, called Aaykar Setu that allows
entities track TDS, pay taxes and apply for permanent account number (PAN).
It will also help people link their 12-digit biometric identifier Aadhaar with PAN
card.



The state–owned Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (Ireda) became
the first Indian financial institution to raise funds overseas. It became the first
Green Masala Bond to be listed on the International Securities Market (ISM).



India stands 4th amongst fastest growing economy as per World Bank’s Report
titled ‘Global Economy Prospects- A Fragile Recovery’



World’s first robot named ‘Sub1" solved a Rubik's Cube in 0.887 s at the Cubikon
store in Munich, Germany.



Nitin Gadkari launches National Highway Authority of India’s first masala bond
in London Stock Exchange.



Tata Power becomes the first power utility to introduce QR code for bill
payments in India.



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will conduct five-city trials of a new plastic note of
Rs 10 banknote in Kochi, Mysore, Jaipur, Shimla and Bhubaneswar. Plastic notes
were first adopted by Australia in 1988 and are now used in more than 20 countries.
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WEF ranks India 30th on global manufacturing index while Japan tops list.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY



Two days after India's latest communication satellite with military applications
GSAT-6A was launched, ISRO said it had lost contact with it and was making efforts
to establish a link, with preliminary data showing there are chances of recovery. Built
to last 10-12 years, it was to be a standby for its three-year-old replica GSAT-6.The
2,000-kg-plus GSAT-6A was launched on the indigenous GSLV rocket on March 29
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. It was placed in an initial elliptical
orbit 169.4 km x 36,692 km.



ISRO is pursuing a proposal to support Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) countries to receive and process data from Indian remote sensing
satellites (RESOURCESAT-2 and OCEANSAT-2) and also to provide training in
space science, technology and applications.



Tiangong-1: Chinese abandoned space station is set to crash on Easter Sunday.
The US-based Aerospace Corporation believes the Tiangong-1 craft, meaning
‘heavenly palace’ in Chinese, will re-enter Earth’s atmosphere on Easter Sunday (1
April).



NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has discovered the farthest individual star ever
seen – an enormous blue stellar body nicknamed Icarus located over halfway across
the universe. The star, harboured in a very distant spiral galaxy, is so far away that its
light has taken nine billion years to reach Earth. In the case of Icarus, a natural
‘magnifying glass’ is created by a galaxy cluster called MACS J1149+2223.
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SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket successfully launched its Dragon spacecraft – SpaceX’s
14th commercial resupply services mission to the International Space Station
(ISS).



Nasa's Hubble Space Telescope has discovered the farthest individual star ever seen
- an enormous blue stellar body nicknamed Icarus located over halfway across the
universe. The team - including Jose Diego of the Instituto de Fisica de Cantabria in
Spain, and Steven Rodney of the University of South Carolina in the US - dubbed the
star Icarus, after the Greek mythological character who flew too near the Sun on
wings of feathers and wax that melted. Its official name is MACS J1149+2223
Lensed Star 1.



To prevent indiscriminate sale of topical preparations containing steroids and
antibiotics without prescription, the Health Ministry has banned over-the-counter sale
of around 14 such creams. The creams which have been banned are alclometasone,
beclomethasone, desonide, desoximetasone and flucinonide among others.



IIT-Delhi (IIT-D) has set up a radio lab with an array of antennas for
"standardisation, research and manufacturing" of 5G equipment. In an effort to
establish India as a key global player in the standardisation, research and development
and manufacturing of 5G equipment, a Massive MIMO radio laboratory has been
setup at IIT Delhi and will be inaugurated on April 13. This will be the first such lab
in India



The U.S. Food and Drug Administration today permitted marketing of the first
medical device to use artificial intelligence to detect greater than a mild level of the
eye disease diabetic retinopathy in adults who have diabetes. The device, called IDxDR, is a software program that uses an artificial intelligence algorithm to analyze
images of the eye taken with a retinal camera called the Topcon NW400.
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Chinese scientists have developed a new device of 3D hollow-cone structure that can
greatly increase the solar-thermal conversion efficiency. The transpiration process
of trees inspires the device, named ‘Artificial Transpiration’ by Zhu Jia and his
team from the Nanjing University. It has a special 1D water path within it, which
can reduce the energy loss in conduction.



A team of scientists at Northwestern University, USA, led by an Indian, has
developed an electronic device that can mimic the human brain. This device named
‘’memtransistor’ combines the functions of a memristor and a ‘Transistor’. The
memtransistor has tremendous potential in Artificial Intelligence (AI), which requires
unprecedented analytical and computational capabilities.



Scientists in Britain and the United States have discovered “PETase” an enzyme that
can digest some commonly polluting plastics. The discovery was made in
Japan. Ideonella sakaiensis 201-F6 is a bacterium that uses the plastic as its
major energy source. PETase is secreted by Ideonella sakaiensis 201-F6 to digest
plastic. The enzyme is able to digest PET (polyethylene terephthalate).



Indian scientists have formulated an Ayurvedic drug to cure dengue, claimed to
be the first in the world, and the medicine is likely to be available in the market by
next year. The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), an
autonomous body under the Ministry of AYUSH and ICMR’s, regional research
centre in Belgaum in Karnataka, have already conducted pilot studies which have
proved the clinical safety and efficacy of the drug.



Southampton scientists discover sweet spot of activity in immune system key to
fighting cancer
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NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS), a new planet-hunting
spacecraft onboard of SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket is undergoing final preparations in
Florida for its April 16 launch to find undiscovered worlds around nearby stars
(exoplanets), providing targets where future studies will assess their capacity to
harbor life. For final launch preparations, the spacecraft will be fueled and
encapsulated within the payload fairing of its SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket. TESS
mission is designed to carry out first spaceborne all-sky transiting exoplanet
survey.



Pakistan has successfully test-fired its indigenously designed and built nuclearcapable, submarine-launched cruise missile (SLCM) Babur III.



Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has lost contact with India’s most
powerful communication GSAT-6A satellite in less than 48 hours after it was
launched. GSAT-6A is high power communication satellite which was to have a
mission life of about 10 years.



Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited (GRSE), Kolkata handovers
4th Mark IV LCU vessel – L54 to Indian Navy in April, 2018. The first ship of
Mark IV LCU vessels INS LCU 51 was commissioned into Indian Navy in 2016.



The RH-300 MKII sounding rocket developed by IRSO’s Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC) was successfully launched from Thumba Equatorial Rocket
Launching Station in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala and launched for atmospheric
studies.



New class of antibiotics may combat drug resistant, hard to treat infections. The
antibiotic called odilorhabdins, or ODLs, are produced by symbiotic bacteria
found in soil-dwelling nematode worms that colonise insects for food.
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The Indian Railways has inducted three 09-3x Dynamic Tamping Express
machines for improved mechanised Track Maintenance.



Boeing, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) and Mahindra Defence Systems
entered into agreement to manufacture fighter aircraft F/A-18 Super Hornet in
India.



Isro successfully launches navigation satellite IRNSS-1I to replace faulty IRNSS1A. IRNSS-1I is the latest member of the ‘Navigation with Indian Constellation
(NavIC)’ system. NavIC, also known as Indian Regional Navigation Satellite
System (IRNSS), is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to
provide position information in the Indian region and 1500 km around the Indian
mainland.



India’s first high-speed electric locomotive with 12000 horsepower (HP) engine has
been flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi from Madhepura Electric
Locomotive Factory in Bihar. It is completed by Indian Railways in collaboration
with French firm Alstome.



NASA’s will launch humanity’s first mission Parker Solar Probe (PSP) to the Sun
in July 31, 2018. It is undergoing final preparations for its scheduled launch on board
of NASA’s Delta IV Heavy launch vehicle from Kennedy Space Centre in Florida



The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will be launching the heaviest
rocket ever made by India, the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark
III (GSLV Mk- III) on 5 June 2017. The rocket, called the ‘Fat Boy’, reportedly
weighs as much as 200 full-grown Asian elephants.
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The ‘South Asia Satellite,’ which India has built for use by countries of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) will be launched on May 5.
The GSAT-09 offers a full range of applications and services in
telecommunication and broadcasting



The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved use of Acuvue Oasys
Contact Lenses with Transitions Light Intelligent Technology, world’s first contact
lens that automatically darkens when exposed to bright light.



NASA's InSight lander is the first mission to explore Mars' deep interior. InSight
will delve beneath the surface of Mars, detecting the fingerprints of the processes of
terrestrial planet formation.



After 20 years in space, NASA’s CASSINI spacecraft made its final death plunge
into Saturn in 2017.



India’s first indigenous sniper rifle was launched at the rifle factory in West
Bengal. The research and development for the sniper was done at Ishapore in West
Bengal. The Ishapore sniper will replace the preferred German machine, Heckler &
Koch, referred to as H&N.



GSAT 17, the heaviest satellite built by ISRO, was launched from South American
Space Port of Kourou aboard an Airane-5 ECA rocket VA-238.



The South Asia Satellite , GSAT-9, which PM Narendra Modi called India’s ‘gift’
to its South Asian neighbours(SAARC region) , was launched on Isro’s GSLVF09 rocket .
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World’s largest supercarrier /uss Gerald R. Ford Commissioned , the lead ship of
the next generation Ford-class US nuclear powered super carriers into fleet at Naval
Station Norfolk, Virginia.



After 45 years in service, IAF’s Mi-8 helicopter was given farewell at the Air Force
Station in Yelahanka, Bengaluru. Mi-8 helicopters were part of Operation
Meghdoot of 1989 in the Siachen Glacier and Operation Pawan in Sri Lanka.



In a first, India successfully test fired the air launched version of the Brahmos
supersonic air to surface cruise missile from an IAF SU-30 MKI aircraft.



China has launched world’s largest floating solar farm consisting 160000 panels.
The plant has been built in Huainan city, Anhui Province.



World’s first ever active laser weapon system, USS PONCE was tested by the US
Navy.



Scientists have identified a new organ in human beings which has been dubbed the
‘interstitium’.



Aspergillus tubingensis is a fungus, which ordinarily lives in the soil and feeds on
Plastic.



India’s GPS named NavIC will be operational from 2018.



Nearly after 30 years after the induction of BOFORS howitzers, Indian army has
received its first artillery guns called M777 Ultra Lightweight Howitzer artillery
guns from BAE Systems, US. India has signed an agreement to acquire CHINOOK
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from the USA. The M77 guns are already in service in Countries like USA, Canada
and Australia.


Indigenously–built Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas successfully test fired
Beyond Visual Range (BVR) air–to–air missile in May, 2017. The success of this
test asserts that LCA Tejas can now be loaded with missiles having BVR capabilities.



Indian Airforce’s first indigenously built Airborne Early Warning and Control
System is dubbed as NETRA.



Indian Navy’s survey vessel INS- Sarvekshak became the first ship to go green.

Records



On Feburary 15, 2017 ISRO launched a record of 104 satellites in Sriharikota.



A 47-year-old British man with terminal cancer, Ian Toothill, is believed to have
become the first cancer patient to climb Everest, the world's highest mountain.



Chenani- Nashri Tunnel is India’s longest highway tunnel on the JammuSrinagar national highway.



9.15 km Dhola- Sadiya bridge across river Lohit in Asom is India’s longest bridge,
longer than Bandra Worli Sea Link in Mumbai. He also renamed the bridge as
Bhupen Hazarika Bridge.



Air India became the first airline to fly around the world with an all-female
crew.
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Sudarshan Patnaik created a Guinness World Record by building world’s tallest
sand castle at Odisha.



More than 6500 women created a Guinness World Record by performing
Thiruvathirakkali, Kerela’s popular dance form at Kizhakkambalam in Kochi.



Madhya Pradesh Government and its citizens planted 66 million trees in just 12
hours leading to a world record on July,2, 2017.

AWARDS



For the first time in the history of Kerala, a beauty pageant for transgenders-Queen of Dhwaya was held in which Syama Sanju was declared the queen of
Dhwaya.



The Kumarakom Responsible Tourism initiative of Kerala Tourism has yet again
grabbed global attention by bagging the much-coveted World Travel Mart
Responsible Tourism Award at the recently concluded World Travel Mart 2017,
London.



Mumbai, Veteran filmmaker Shyam Benegal has been selected for the prestigious 'V
Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award' of the Mumbai International Film
Festival (MIFF-2018)



Dr. Asha’s web application — Therax Portal from Guntur has won the National
Geographic Chasing Genius Challenge in the U.S. for designing a web/mobile
application
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Cui Zhenling, a researcher and faculty member at China Agricultural University in
Beijing, was awarded the Norman Borlaug Award for Field Research and Application
at the World Food Prize awards ceremony in Des Moines, Iowa on Oct 18.

The 65th National Film Awards for year 2017 were announced by Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting on 13 April 2018. Baahubali 2: The Conclusion
directed by S. S. Rajamouli was selected as the Best Popular film providing
wholesome entertainment. Shekhar Kapur was the head of the Jury this edition
of awards feature films.


Dadasaheb Phalke Foundation has decided to honour Bollywood actor
Anushka Sharma with the Dadasaheb Phalke Excellence Award for 2018.



Aditi Rao Hydari added another trophy to her achievements as she will
receive Dada Saheb Phalke excellence award 2018 for the Best Leading
Lady (Critics Award) for her memorable performance in 'Bhoomi'.



Best Non-Feature Film was awarded to Water Baby, the Best Educational
Film was given to The Girls We Were and The Women We Are. Best Film on
Art and Culture was given to Girija: A life of music. In the category of Best
Film on Social Issues, the award was shared by I am Bonnie and Whale Done.
Marathi film Mayyat was adjudged the Best Short Film in the fiction category.



Vinod Khanna was posthumously honoured with prestigious Dadasaheb
Phalke Award 2017 in April, 2018. He is the 49th recipient of the award,
considered as the highest honour in Indian cinema given by Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.



Best Feature Film: Village Rockstars (Assamese)



Best Actress: Sridevi for ‘Mom’
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Best Actor: Riddhi Sen for ‘Nagar Kirtan’



Best Action Direction: ‘Baahubali 2: The Conclusion’



Best Children’s Film: ‘Mhorkya’



Best Film on Environmental Conservation: ‘Irada’



Best Feature Film on National Integration: Dhappa (Marathi)

The Bloomberg Billionaires Index which is a dynamic measure of personal wealth
shows Mukesh Ambani who is on the 20th spot saw a net worth growth of $17.4
billion, scaling 76.3 per cent year-to date (YTD). The biggest share of his net worth
consists of his Reliance Industries equity. Jeff Bezos has secured the top position
globally with a net worth of $121 billion. He is followed by Bill Gates at the second
spot with a net worth of $90.4 billion. The third position is occupied by Warren
Buffett with $85.5 billion net worth.

Indians who feature in Bloomberg Billionaires top 100 index:


Mukesh Ambani, Chairman of Reliance Industries – 19th spot with $38 billion
net worth



Lakshmi Mittal, chairman of ArcelorMittal – 54th spot with $18.5 billion net
worth



Pallonji Mistry – 65th position, with $16.8 billion net worth



Azim Premji, Chairman of Wipro – 71st position with $16.2 billion net worth



Shiv Nadar, founder of HCL Technologies – 86th spot with $14.5 billion net
worth



Airports Authority of India (AAI) conducted a survey in 53 Indian airports.
Mangaluru airport has been selected as the cleanest airport in India.
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Former Indian Cricket captain, Mahendra Singh Dhoni holds the honorary rank of
Lieutenant Colonel of Indian Army. He received the Padma Bhushan Award in his
army uniform. Billiards player Pankaj Advani also received the Padma Bhushan
award for his extra ordinary achievements.



Veteran actor Anupam Kher has secured a nomination in the Best Supporting
Actor category at the British Academy Television Awards 2018 for his role in the
drama The Boy with the Topknot.



Siddharth Varadarajan, founding editor of The Wire, has been named the 2017
recipient of the Shorenstein Journalism Award. The award, given annually by
Stanford University’s Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center
(APARC), is conferred upon a journalist who has produced outstanding reporting on
Asia and has contributed significantly to Western understanding of the region. The
prestigious Pulitzer Prizes for achievements in journalism, literature and musical
composition were announced on April 16, 2018. This was the 102nd edition of
Pulitzer Prizes.

Winners of 2018 Pulitzer Prize – Letters, Drama & Music:
Category

Winners

Fiction

Less, by Andrew Sean Greer

Drama

Cost of Living, by Martyna Majok

Poetry

Half-light: Collected Poems 1965-2016, by Frank Bidart

History

The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea, by Jack E. Davis

General Nonfiction

Biography

Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black
America, by James Forman Jr.
Prairie Fires: The American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder,
by Caroline Frase
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Music

DAMN, by Kendrick Lamar

Winners of 2018 Pulitzer Prize – Journalism:
Category

Winners
The New York Times, for reporting led by Jodi Kantor

Public Service

and Megan Twohey, and The New Yorker, for reporting
by Ronan Farrow

Breaking News Reporting

Staff of The Press Democrat, Santa Rosa, California

Investigative Reporting

Staff of The Washington Post

Explanatory Reporting

Staffs of The Arizona Republic and USA Today Network

Local Reporting

The Cincinnati Enquirer Staff

National Reporting

Staffs of The New York Times and The Washington Post

International Reporting
Feature Writing
Commentary

Clare Baldwin, Andrew R.C. Marshall and Manuel
Mogato of Reuters
Rachel Kaadzi Ghansah, freelance reporter, GQ
John Archibald of Alabama Media Group, Birmingham,
Alabama

Criticism

Jerry Saltz of New York magazine

Editorial Writing

Andie Dominick of The Des Moines Register

Editorial Cartooning

Breaking News Photography
Feature Photography



Jake Halpern, freelance writer, and Michael Sloan,
freelance cartoonist, The New York Times
Ryan Kelly of The Daily Progress, Charlottesville,
Virginia
Photography Staff of Reuters

U. S. translator Jessica Cohen translated Israeli authors David Grossman’s book
‘A Horse Walks Into a Bar," that won the Man Booker International Prize.
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American author George Saunders has won the 2017 Britain’s Man Booker Prize,
a high-profile literary award, for his first novel, "Lincoln in the Bardo”.



Major Nitin Leetul Gogoi, who tied a Kashmiri man to a jeep as a human shield
against stone-pelters, was honoured with the Army Chief’s Commendation Card
for his sustained efforts in counter-insurgency operation.



Activist Prafulla Samantara was named as one of the six winners of the Goldman
Environmental Prize for 2017. The prize citation said he was honoured for his
“…historic 12-year legal battle that affirmed the indigenous Dongria Kondhs’ land
rights and protected the Niyamgiri Hills from a massive, open-pit aluminum ore
mine.



The Hindu Group has been awarded two golds and a silver at the South Asian
Digital Media Awards at the WAN-IFRA (World Association of Newspapers and
News Publishers) India 2017 conference in Chennai.



Renowned filmmaker and actor Kasinathuni Viswanath is going to be conferred the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the year 2016. Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards
have introduced a category, titled ‘Internationally Acclaimed Actress Award’, and
its first recipient is fresh global star Priyanka Chopra. Kapil Sharma has been
chosen for the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke award this year along with the other
celebrities. Earlier, also Kapil for his extraordinary comedy skills was awarded
with this award in 2014. Along with Kapil, Priyanka Chopra, Vivek Oberoi, Gulshan
Grover will also be awarded with the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke award under
various categories.
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The 64th National Film Awards for year 2016 were announced on 07 April 2017.
Marathi film Kasaav won the award in the Best Feature Film category and
Fireflies in the Abyss won in the Non-Feature Film Category.Akshay Kumar ws
given BEST ACTOR AWARD for movie Rustom and Surabhi C. M was given
BEST ACTRESS AWARD for Minnaminungu- a Malayalam film.



Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna for 2017 was awarded to Devendra Jhajharia for Para
Athlete and Sardara Singh for Hockey.



Italian mayor Giuseppina Nicolini wins Unesco Peace Prize in the year 2017.



On the occasion of National Sports Day on 29th August Former India Women’s
Hockey captain Sumurai Tete was awarded Dhyan Chand Award 2017 by the
President Ramnath Kovind . Other recepients were Bhupendra Singh( athletics)
and Syed Sahid Hakim(Football).

The Parliamentary Group has decided to confer Outstanding Parliamentarian
Awards to five Members of Parliament. They are


Dr Najma Heptulla: She is former Rajya Sabha MP and was selected for this
award for the year 2013.



Hukumdev Narayan Yadav: He is Lok Sabha MP and was selected for this
award for the year for 2014.



Ghulam Nabi Azad: He is Rajya Sabha and was selected for this award for the
year for 2015.



Dinesh Trivedi: He is Lok Sabha MP and was selected for 2016.



Bhartruhari Mahatab: He is Lok Sabha MP and was selected for 2017.
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The Norwegian Academy of Sciences and Letters said that, Canadian
mathematician Robert Langlands has been named the winner of the Abel Prize
for 2018. Yves Meyer received Abel Prize 2017.

SUMMITS



The Malaria Summit was held in London, United Kingdom organisations to make
game-changing commitments towards beating malaria in April, 2018.



10th Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam summit as part of the Greater Mekong Subregion
Summit in Hanoi. The leaders of six countries along the Mekong River today adopted
an ambitious investment plan worth USD 66 billion over the next five years. The plan
was adopted at a summit in Vietnam that included the prime ministers of
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam, as well as a vice president of Myanmar
and the Chinese foreign minister.



First International Justice Conference is being organised by parliamentary
constitutional monarchy Morrocco in celebration of the judicial reforms undertaken
by it in 2017.



India-Wiesbaden Conference 2018 on April 16-17, 2018, in New-Delhi. The
Wiesbaden Process was initiated by the Government of Germany in 2012 to
strengthen the implementation of UNSC 1540 through Government-Industry
partnerships.
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The first international conference on ‘Water, Environment and Climate Change:
Knowledge Sharing and Partnership’ began in Kathmandu, Nepal on April 10,
2018.



The tenth edition of the Defence Expo held in Chennai. The four-day event
showcases India's defence manufacturing capabilities to the world. It will see live
demonstrations, flying display and seminars. Def Expo India has become one of the
largest events of its kinok d in the world over the last 10 years. The DefExpo sees
participation from major defence manufacturing nations like US, UK, Russia, France,
Israel, Korea, Sweden, among others. According to the Defence Ministry, over 670
defence firms, including 154 foreign manufacturers, are participating in the exhibition
of weapons and military hardware.



Union External Affairs Minister, Sushma Swaraj embarked on a three-day official
visit to Azerbaijan’s capital city Baku to participate in Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) Ministerial Conference.



114th meeting of the Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) took place in New
Delhi on 29th and 30th March, 2018 between India and Pakistan under the Indus
Waters Treaty. The PIC had last met in March 2017 in Islamabad. The meeting of the
PIC is held alternately in India and Pakistan every year. The meeting focused on
technical deliberations on various issues related to Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
between India and Pakistan. Indian side that took part in this meeting comprised Indus
water commissioner P.K. Saxena, technical experts and a representative of the Union
Ministry of External Affairs, while Pakistani delegation was led by Syed Muhammad
Mehar Ali Shah. Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) is a bilateral treaty between India and
Pakistan that lays out terms and conditions for sharing waters of Indus River System.
It was signed in year 1960 between the then Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal
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Nehru and the then President of Pakistan Ayub Khan. The World Bank played a
crucial role as a mediator. The treaty also brought into existence ‘Permanent Indus
Commission’ for resolving any future disputes relating to the treaty.India’s Indus
water commissioner is PK Saxena. Pakistan’s six-member delegation will be led
by Syed Muhammad Mehar Ali Shah.


The 9th India-Japan-US trilateral meeting was held in New Delhi and was
represented by senior diplomats by three countries.



The Global Logistics Summit (GLS-2018) was held in New Delhi from April 5-6,
2018



The eight edition of Theatre Olympics concluded in Mumbai, Maharashtra in
April, 2018.



The Eighth Regional 3R Forum in Asia and Pacific was held in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh in April, 2018. The objective is of integrating 3Rs– reduce, reuse and recycle
in policy, planning and development.



The eleventh edition of World Hindi Conference will be hosted by Mauritius in its
capital city Port Lois in August 18-20, 2018.



India, world’s third-largest energy consumer after US and China hosted 16th
International Energy Forum (IEF) Ministerial Meeting from 10-12th April 2018
in New Delhi. This is second time India hosting IEF Ministerial meeting, earlier in
1996 at Goa.



The second edition of India Mobile Congress (IMC-2018) will be held in New
Delhi on October 25-27, 2018
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The first regional conference of eastern states on Water Resources was held in
Kolkata, West Bengal in bid to address outstanding water resources issues. The
conference was aimed at addressing outstanding water resources issues, inter-state
issues, intra and inter-basin issues among five eastern states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, and West Bengal.



The first meeting of National Council on India’s Nutrition Challenges under
POSHAN Abhiyaan was held in New Delhi in April, 2018. POSHAN Abhiyaan
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan in March
2018. POSHAN stands for Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic
Nutrition.



India and US will be co-hosting the Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES),2017
at Hyderabad. Modi called upon entrepreneurs from across the globe to come and
make in India.



The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2018 (CHOGM 2018) was
held in London, United Kingdom in April, 2018. It was overall 25th meeting of the
heads of government of the Commonwealth of Nations. The theme CHOGM 2018
was “Towards a Common Future“. Queen Elizabeth II is Head of
Commonwealth. She is also monarch of 16 members of Commonwealth, known as
Commonwealth realms.



The Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated the second meeting of
National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (NPDRR) in New Delhi. he
Second meeting of NPDRR will be held over two days, i.e. 15-16 May 2017 on the
theme 'Disaster Risk Reduction for Sustainable Development: Making India
resilient by 2030'.
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50th annual meeting of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) Board of Governors
held from 4th – 7th May 2017 in Yokohama, Japan .



Eastern Economic Forum will be held at Vladivostok), Russia. It is considered the
biggest international communication platform for cooperation between business
leaders and serious government representatives from Russia, the Pacific region and
the ASEAN.



70th world health assembly was held at Geneva, Switzerland. It is the main
decision making body of WHO



Mega conference of World Parliamentarians was held at Dhaka, Bangladesh.

SPORTS



Indian Badminton players, PV Sindhu and Kidambi Srikanth have been named
‘Sportspersons of the Year’ at the inaugural ESPN Multi-Sport Awards. ESPN
Multi-Sport Awards recognised achievements across 11 categories. The winners
were selected by an independent 14-member-jury whiv included Somdev
Devvarman, Abhinav Bindra and Bhaichung Bhutia.



Indian Table Tennis player Sathiyan Gnansekaran has reached his career-best
ranking of 46 in the latest International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) rankings.



On 4th April 2018, the 21st edition of the Commonwealth Games started at
Carrara Stadium in Gold Coast, Australia. The Commonwealth Games 2018 will
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see participation from more than 4,500 athletes from 71 countries. 275 gold medals in
23 events are in store for the competitors. The Commonwealth Games 2018 will be
held till 15 April 2018. For the first time in the Commonwealth Games there will be
equal number of men’s and women’s medal events. The Indian contingent consists of
227 athletes. PV Sindhu is the flag-bearer for India at the opening ceremony.


Virat Kohli has retained the second position in the latest ICC Test Player
Rankings that was released on 4th April 2018. Australian former captain Steve
Smith has secured the top spot with 929 points.



Leander Paes won Davis Cup and secured his 43rd doubles win of his career in
the competition, in Tianjin, China. Leander Paes became the most successful
player in the history of Davis Cup as he combined with Rohan Bopanna to not
only grab a record 43rd win but also bring India back in tie against China



Kidambi Srikanth will become the No. 1 player in the world. The 25-year-old,
who had missed a chance to scale the peak last year because of injury, will be the new
No. 1 when the Badminton World Federation(BWF) releases its weekly rankings.



Indian football team retains 102nd position; Germany, Brazil and Portugal grab
top three spots in latest FIFA rankings.



India captains Virat Kohli and Mithali Raj were named as the leading men’s and
women’s cricketers in the world respectively.



17-year-old Pune swimmer double crosses Bangla Channel, sets world record
Sampanna Ramesh Shelar started swimming at about 5 am on Friday and completed
the journey of 32.2 kilometres in 9 hours and 10 minutes
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Pakistan team lift the Champion’s trophy 2017 held in Birmingham, London in the
month of June. Man of the Tournament and the Golden Ball Award Winner went
to Hasan Ali. The man of the match was Fakhar Zaman.



Australia beat England in ASHES test seri.es 2017-2018.

Overall World Cup information


Sunil Ramesh was the Man of the match in Blind World Cup in 2018.



Manjot Kalra was the player of the match and Shubham Gill was the
player of the series in ICC Under-19 World Cup, 2018.



Rinku Hooda bags silver at World U-20 Para Athletics Championships at Notwill
Switzerland in the year 2017.



Indian men’s football team reached its best ever FIFA ranking of 96 in two
decades in the month of June, 2017.



The 2017 Women's Cricket World Cup was an international women's cricket
tournament that took place in England from 24 June to 23 July 2017. England won
the final against India at Lord's on 23 July by 9 runs. Player of the series was
Tammy Beaumont of England. Most runs were by Tammy Beaumont (410) and
Most wickets were taken by Dane van Niekerk (15). Haraman Preet Kaul scored
155 out of 172 runs in the 2017 Women's Cricket World Cup semi-final.



England beats Spain 5-2 in the final to win the FIFA U-17 World Cup in
Kolkata.
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Caroline Wozniacki claimed the biggest title of her career, beating Venus Williams
6-4 6-4 to claim the season-end WTA Finals in Singapore.



The Indian women’s hockey team regains the Asia Cup after 13 years in the year
2017.



England won 17th FIFA U-17 World Cup for the first time followed by
Spain(2nd), Brazil(3rd) and Mali(4th). India have finished bottom, 24th, among all
teams that qualified for the FIFA U-17 World Cup. Krasava is the official match
ball for the FIFA Under-17 football World Cup . Krasava is a word commonly used
by Russian sports fans to describe a beautiful performance and is the ultimate praise
for a team when they play with creativity and flair.Krasava was manufactured by
Adidas.



The 2017 edition of AIBA world boxing championships started at Hamburg,
Germany. Indian Boxer Gaurav Bidhuri Clinches Bronze Medal at World Boxing
Championships in bantamweight (56 kilogram) category.



India’s Ankur Mittal won the silver medal in the men’s double trap at the ISSF
shortgun World Championship held in Moscow.



8th edition of World Para Athletics Championship was held in London(UK) from
July 14-23 ,2017. India’s Karamjyoti Dalal has won bronze medal at the World
Para Athletics Championships 2017 in the discus-throw.



Jhulan Goswami named Highest Wicket– Taker in Women’s One–Day
Internationals of 181 wickets in 153 matches. She thereby broke Australia’s Cathryn
Fitzpatrickthe’s world record of 180 wickets.



Virat Kohli , the India captain, has been honoured as the Leading Cricketer in the
World in the 2017 edition of Wisden Cricketers' Almanack.
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Official emblem and slogan for FIFA Women's World Cup France 2019 were
unveiled at the Musee de l'Homme in Paris.The slogan of the tournament is ‘Dare
to Shine’ which reflects the development of women’s football .



The Indian football team has jumped up a place to be ranked 100th for the first time
ever in over two decades in the latest FIFA rankings in the month of May, 2017.



The visually- impaired swimmer, Kanchanmala Pande, wins gold in the 200 m
medley event in the S-II category at the World Para championship, the first
Indian to achieve the feat.



Shashikant Kutwal, has won the gold medal at the 17th World Individual Chess
Championship, 2017 for differently–abled, held in Slovakia.



Indian Grand Master Pentala Harikrishna beat Russian GM Ian Nepomniachtchi
to win the Moscow FIDE Grand Prix. The FIDE Grand Prix is a series of four chess
tournaments that form part of the qualification cycle for World Chess Championship
2018.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES: IMP FACTS

The 2018 Commonwealth Games, officially known as the XXI Commonwealth
Games or Gold Coast 2018,which is held in Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia

The next Commonwealth Games are to be held in Birmingham, England in 2022
The official motto for the 2018 Commonwealth Games was “Share the Dream”
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The emblem of the 2018 Commonwealth Games was a silhouette of the skyline and
landscape of Gold Coast, the host city of the games.

Borobi was named as the mascot of the 2018 Commonwealth Games in 2016.
Borobi is a blue koala, with indigenous markings on its body. The term “borobi”
means koala in the Yugambeh language, spoken by the indigenous Yugambeh
people of the Gold Coast and surrounding areas.

About CommonWealth Games:
Formed in 1932.Headquarters of CommonWealth Games is London,England,United
Kingdom. There are 71 Commonwealth Games Association members. President of
CommonWealth Games is Louise Martin ,Scotland.

INDIA AT COMMONWEALTH GAMES 2018
India had a successful run at the Commonwealth Games this year held in Australia’s
Gold Coast, bagging 66 medals, with 26 gold and 20 silver and bronze each. This was
the country’s third best performance, after the 2010 and 2002 games where India won
101 and 69 medals, respectively. The XXI Commonwealth Games is all set to become
the first multi-discipline sports event to offer an equal number of medals to men and
women.PV Sindhu was India’s flag bearer.

Shooting: 16 medals: Indian shooters won the maximum number of medals in
the sport. Fifteen-year-old Anish Bhanwala became the country's youngest-ever
gold medalist at the CWG. Ace shooter Jitu Rai, Manu Bhaker, Heena Sidhu, Om
Mithraval, among others won a medal each.

Badminton: 6 Medals. Saina Nehwal capped off a win for the Indian badminton
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team in the mixed team final against three-time defending champion Malaysia.
Nehwal also picked up a gold in the women’s singles final that was an all-India
affair. She defeated PV Sindhu who got a silver medal. The newly-crowned male
World No.1 Kidambi Srikanth had to settle for a silver too. The Gold Medal won
by India’s Mixed Badminton team is the country’s first Medal in that Category
at the Commonwealth Games.

Boxing: 9 Medals. Led by MC Mary Kom, India’s boxing contingent finished with
the country’s highest-ever medal haul in the sport at CWG, picking nine medals.

Weightlifting: 9 Medals:
1) On the first day of competitions at the Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games, India began their campaign with a Silver Medal in Weightlifting.
2) World champion weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai Chanu went on a recordsmashing spree, claiming three golds.
3) The 25-year-old P Gururaja, who was making his first CWG appearance,
finished with a silver in the men's 56 kg category.
4) Weightlifter Venkat Rahul Ragala is the first Indian to win Gold medal in
the 85kg Category in the Common Wealth Games.
5) Deepak Lather from Haryana became the youngest Weightlifter to claim a
commonwealth Games medal,clinching a Bronze in men’s 69kg Category.
6) Sathish Sivalingam brought India yet another medal in weightlifting after
winning Gold in the men's 77kg event. This is India's third gold medal and
fifth medal overall at the Games so far.
7) Weightlifter Khumukcham Sanjita Chanu has delivered India its second
gold medal of the 2018 Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast City,
Australia by dominating the women’s 53kg event at the Carrara Sports
and Leisure Centre.
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Athletics: 3 Medals. Indian athletes secured three medals in athletics with one
bronze, one silver and one gold each. Neeraj Chopra became the first Indian
javelin thrower to claim a gold medal at CWG and the second javelin thrower
from India to claim a CWG medal — the first being Kashinath Naik, who
fetched a bronze in the 2010 Delhi Games

Table Tennis: 8 Medals, Gold: 3, Silver: 2, Bronze: 3. Twenty two-year old
Manika Batra finished on the podium of each of the table tennis events she competed
in.

Wrestling:12 Medals.

PERSONS IN NEWS


GJM(Gorkha Janmukti Morcha)’s chief Bimal Gurung and all other members of the
Gorkhaland Territorial Council resigned on June, 23,2017.



The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has elected Mr. Abdulqawi Ahmed
Yusuf (born in Eyl, an ancient port town in the northeastern Nugal province of
Somalia’s northeastern semi-autonomous region of Puntland) as its new President and
Ms. Xue Hanqin as its Vice-President. Both of them will serve a term of three years.
Mr. Yusuf will take over from French Judge Ronny Abraham to become the 25th
President of ICJ as well as the 3rd one from Africa. He has been a Judge at ICJ since
2009 and was elected as its Vice President in February, 2015. Ms. Hanqin was born in
Shanghai.
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Himanta Biswa Sarma has been elected as the president of the Badminton
Association of India unopposed during the federation's annual general body meeting
and election in Goa.



Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has been re-appointed as Leader of the House in
the Rajya Sabha in April 2018.



The BCCI appointed former Rajasthan Director General of Police (DGP) Ajit
Singh as the head of its Anti-Corruption Unit, replacing former Delhi Police
Commissioner Neeraj Kumar.



Debjani Ghosh is appointed as NASSCOM President. Nasscom (National
Association of Software and Services Companies) announced that it has
appointed Rishad Premji as its chairman for 2018-19. Also, Keshav Murugesh,
CEO of WNS Group, has been appointed the vice chairman for 2018-19.



M Sathiyavathy took charge as member of Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) in April,2018. She was administered oath of office and secrecy as member
by Vinay Mittal, Chairman, UPSC.



Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon was elected as Chairman of Boao
Forum for Asia replacing Japan’s Yasuo Fukuda.



Balram Bhargava has been appointed as Director General of Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) in the month of April,2018



Sumitra Mahajan, second woman after Meira Kumar, to be elected as the
Speaker of the 16th Lok Sabha. She is also the longest-serving woman member in
the Lok Sabha.
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Ram Nath Kovind is the 14th President of India. He was the Governor of Bihar
from 2015 to 2017. He is the first BJP candidate to be elected to the post and
second Dalit representative after K. R. Narayanan to become the President of
India.



Venkaiah Naidu is elected the 15th Vice President of India.



Justice Dipak Misra has been appointed as the 45th Chief Justice of India with
effect from August 28, 2017. The senior most judge of the Supreme Court after
the current CJI, Justice J.S. Khehar,



Economist Dr Rajiv Kumar was named as the new Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog,
five days after the incumbent Arvind Panagariya announced that he would quit to
return to academics.



Nand Kumar Sai is the Chairman of National Commission for Scheduled Tribes.



Ram Shankar Katheria is a Chairman of the National Commission for Scheduled
Castes



Paolo Gentiloni Silveri is the current Prime Minister of Italy.



Takehiko Nakao is the current president of the Asian Development Bank.



Donald Trump is 45th President of United States.



The Union Finance Ministry has reconstituted Banks Board Bureau (BBB) and
appointed former bureaucrat Bhanu Pratap Sharma as its chairman by replacing
Vinod Rai as its two-year term ended in March 2018. The reconstituted BBB will
have two-year tenure, same as its predecessor.
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Y C Modi has been appointed as the new Director General of National
Investigation Agency (NIA)



IPS officer Rajesh Ranjan has been appointed as Director General of Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF) in the month of April, 2018. He will have tenure
till November 30, 2020.



Vidit Gujrathi will be the brand ambassador of the All India Chess Federation for
the Blind (AICFB).



Christopher Wray has been appointed as New FBI Chief by Trump.



Amul Thapar became only the second Indian-American judge of an appeals
court with the United States senate confirming his appointment to the Cincinnatibased Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Shri Srnivasan is the first Indian American
ever to be named as judge to the American counterpart of India’s high courts.



Shawna Pandya, a 32-year-old neurosurgeon from Alberta in Canada, will soon
become the third woman of Indian origin to fly in space after Kalpana Chawla and
Sunita Williams.



Carrie Lam, who won an election to become Hong Kong's first female chief
executive, is a former student activist who climbed the rungs of the civil service



Tanushree Pareek became the first woman combat officer to be commissioned in
the 51-year history of the BSF, the country's largest border guarding force.



A Saudi woman named Eman Al Ghamdi has been named to a senior government
post for the first time.
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Prince Charles became the longest serving Prince of Wales on September, 9, 2017
by breaking the record of Queen victoria’s oldest son Albert.



Darshan Lal has become the first hindu to be included in Pakistan’s cabinet.



Nita Ambani has been appointed member of two important commissions of
IOC’s governing body. She has been made a member of prestigious Olympic
Channel and Olympic Education Commission.



Sir Mark Andrew Lowcock KCB is the United Nations Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator and the Head of the
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.\



The Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) has appointed Google India
managing director and angel investor Rajan Anandan as its new chairman.



Former Miss Asia Pacific, actor, producer, entrepreneur and environmentalist, Dia
Mirza, was appointed as UN Environment’s Goodwill Ambassador for India.



Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was appointed as the new Director-General of
WHO in May, 2017.



Actress, comedian, and author Lilly Singh was appointed UNICEF’s newest
Goodwill Ambassador



WHO Appoints Amitabh Bachchan As Goodwill Ambassador For Hepatitis.

OBITUARY
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Maryam Mirzakhani, a Stanford University professor who was the first and only
woman to win the prestigious Fields medal in mathematics, has died. She was 40.



Fats Domino, one of the most influential rock and roll performers of the 1950s
and 60s, has died aged 89.



Gauri Lankesh was an Indian journalist-turned-activist from Bangalore, Karnataka.
She worked as an editor in Lankesh Patrike, a Kannada weekly started by her father
P. Lankesh, and ran her own weekly called Gauri Lankesh Patrike.She passed away.



Junko Tabei, a Japanese alpinist who became the first woman to scale Mount Everest
and to ascend the highest summit of every continent, died on Oct. 20 in a hospital
near Tokyo.



Gen. Efraín Ríos Montt, who as dictator of Guatemala in the 1980s ordered fierce
tactics to suppress a guerrilla insurgency and was later convicted of genocide and
crimes against humanity, died in Guatemala City. He was 91.



Barbara Bush, former first lady and first mother, dead at 92. Barbara Bush was
only the second woman in U.S. history to be a wife and mother of a U.S. president.

Days


On 3rd April 2018, the 254th raising day of the Army Medical Corps was
celebrated by all the Army medical units of India.



The National Maritime Day (NMD) is observed every year on 5 April to
commemorate the maiden voyage of the first Indian owned ship “SS Loyalty”.
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The General Assembly of the United Nations decided to proclaim on 6 April as
"International Day of Sport for Development and Peace.



The World Health Day (WHD) is observed every year on 7 April to mark
anniversary of founding of World Health Organization (WHO) on this day in 1948.
The theme for year 2018 is “Universal Health Coverage: Health For All’.



International Day of Human Space Flight & World Aviation and Cosmonautics
Day – April 12



April 13, 2018 was the 99th anniversary Jallianwallah Bagh Massacre (also known
as the Amritsar massacre).



The World Homoeopathy Day (WHD) is observed every year on April 10.



The National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) is celebrated every year on April 11



Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Jayanti (14th April).



The World Heritage Day is observed every year across world on April 18. World
Heritage Day is also known as International Day For Monuments and Sites was
celebrated all over the world.



The World Liver Day (WLD) is observed every year on April 19
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President Ram Nath Kovind will inaugurate the 5th edition of India Water Week
(IWW) on October,10 2017 till October 14, 2017 with theme “Water and Energy
for Inclusive Growth” in New Delhi.

Organisation

Headquarter

Date of

Head

formation
Amnesty

London

International

June 1961,

Salil Shetty

London

(Secretary General)

United
Kingdom
APEC (Asia

November

Tran Dai Quang

Pacific Economic

1989,

(Chairperson)

Forum)

Canberra,

Allan Bollard

Australia

(executive director)

ASEAN

Singapore

Jakarta,Indoneasia 8 August

(Association of

1967

Lee Hsien Loong
(Chairman)

South East Asian

Lim Jock Hoi

Nations)

(secretary genral)

Commonwealth

London

nations

11 December

Elizabeth II

1931

(HEAD)
Patricia Scotland
(SECRETARY GENERAL).
Dominica's Patricia Scotland has taken
over as the first woman SecretaryGeneral of the 53-member
Commonwealth.

Joseph Muscat
(CHAIR IN OFFICE)
EU (European

Brussels

1 November

Jean Claude Juncker
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Union)

1993,

(President of European commission)

Maastrich

Donald Tusk

Netherlands

(President of European council)
Antonio Tajani
(President of European parliament)

FAO (Food and

16 October

Jose Graziano da Silva

Agricultural

1945, Quebec

(Director General)

Organization)

City, Canada

IAEA

Rome

Vienna

29 July 1957

Yukiya Amano( Director General)

ICAO

Montreal, Quebec,

4 April 1947

Fang Liu

(International Civil

Canada

(International
Atomic Energy
Agency)

(Secretary General)

Aviation
Organiszation)
ICJ (International

The Hague

1945

Court Of Justice)

Abdulqawi Yusuf
(President)
Xue Hanqin
(Vice President)

ILO (International

Geneva

1919

Guy Ryder ( Director- General)

London

17 MARCH

Kitack Lim

Labour
Organization)
IMO (International
Martime

1948

Organization)

IMF (International
Monetary Fund)

Washington

27 December

Christine Lagarde

1945, Bretton

(ceo)

Woods, New
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Hemisphere,
United States
NAM (Non

Central Jakarta,

1961,

Nicolas Maduro

Aligned

Indonesia

Belgrade,

(secretary general)

Movement)
NATO (North

Serbia
Brussels

4 April 1949,

Jens Stoltenberg

Atlantic Treaty

Washington.

(secretary general)

Organization)

D.C., United
States

OCED

Paris, France

30 September

Jose Angel Gurria

1961

(secretary general)

September

Mohammed Barkindo

(Organization of

1960 ,

(secretary general)

Petroleum

Baghdad, Iraq

(Organization for
Economic
Cooperation and
Cooperation)
OPEC

Vienna, Austria

Exporting
Countries)
SAARC (South

Kathmandu, Nepal

8 December

Asian Association

1985 , Dhaka,

for Regional

Bangladesh

Amjad B. Hussain( Secretary General)

Cooperation)
Transparency

Berlin, Germany

4 May 1993

International

Patricia Moreira
(managing director)

UNAIDS (Joint

Geneva ,

United Nations

Switzerland

1996

Michel Sidibe
(Ceo)

Programme on
HIV or AIDS)
UNCTAD (United

Geneva Switzerland

1964

Secretary-General
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Nations

Mukhisa Kituyi

Conference on
Trade and
Development)
UNODC (United

Vienna

1997

Nations office on

Yuri Fedotov
(Executive Director)

Drugs and Crimes)
UNDP (United

New York City

1965

Achim Steiner (Administrator)

Nairobi, Kenya

5 June 1972

Erik Sokheim (Executive Director )

Paris

4 November

Audrey Azoulay (Director-general of the

Nations

1946 ,London

United Nations Educational, Scientific

Educational

,U.K.

and Cultural Organization)

Nations
development
programme)
UNEP (United
Nations
Environment
Programme)
UNESCO (United

Scientific and
Cultural
Organization)
UNFCCC (United

Germany

Nations Frame

21 March
1994

Convention on
Climate Change)
UNFPA (United

New York

1969

Natalia Kanem(Executive Director)

Geneva Switzerland

14 December

Filippo Grandi

Nations Population
Fund)
UNHCR (United
Nations High

1950
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Commissioner for
Refugees)
UNICEF (United

New York

11 December

Nations Children

1946, New

Education Funds)

york

UNO (United

New York

Nations

Anthony Lake(Executive Director)

24 October

Antonio Guterres(Secretary General)

1945

from Portugal

7 april 1948

Tedros Adhanom(Director General)

Petteri Taalas (seceratary general)

Organization)
WHO (World

Geneva ,

Health

Switzerland

Organization)
WMO (World

Geneva ,

23 March

Meteorological

Switzerland

1950

Washington D.C.

JULY 1945

Organization)

World Bank

JIM YONG KIM
(president)
Kristalina Georgiva
(ceo)

World Intellectual

Geneva

14 July 1967

Francis Gurry

WTO (WORLD

Geneva,

1 January

Director-General

TOURISM

Switzerland

1995

Roberto Azevêdo

property
Organization

ORGANISATION)

Heads of Indian Offices( Source Wikipedia)
Office

Name
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Ram Nath Kovind since
President of India
25 July 2017
Vice President of India and Chairman

Venkaiah Naidu since

of the Rajya Sabha

11 August 2017
Narendra Modi since 26

Prime Minister of India

May 2014
Dipak Misra since 28

Chief Justice of India

August 2017
Sumitra Mahajan since 6

Speaker of the15th Lok Sabha

June 2014

Chief Election Commissioner of India

Om Prakash Rawat since
23 January 2018

Comptroller and Auditor General of

Rajiv Mehrishi since

India

25 September 2017

Chairman of Union Public Service

Vinay Mittal since 22

Commission

January 2018
K. K. Venugopal since 30

Attorney General of India

Office

Minister of Home Affairs

June 2017

Name
Rajnath Singh since 26
May 2014
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Minister of Finance

Minister of Defence

Arun Jaitley
Nirmala Sitharaman since
2017

Minister of External Affairs

Sushma Swaraj

Minister of Agriculture

Radha Mohan Singh

Minister of Human Resource

Prakash Javadekar since

Development

July , 2016

Minister of Railways

Piyush Goyal since
September, 2017

Minister of Law and Justice

Ravi Shankar Prasad

Minister of Information and

Smriti Irani since July ,

Broadcast

2017

Office

Name

Cabinet Secretary of India

Pradeep Kumar Sinha

Principal Secretary to Prime
Minister
Additional Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister
Secretary-General of the
Lok Sabha

Nripendra Misra

Pramod Kumar Misra

Snehlata Shrivastava
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Secretary-General of the

Desh Deepak Verma since

Rajya Sabha

September 2017

National Security Adviser

Ajit Doval

Chairman, Railway Board

Home Secretary

Finance Secretary

Defence Secretary

Ashwani Lohani since
August 2017
Rajiv Gauba since August
2017
Hasmukh Adhia since
November 2017
Sanjay Mitra
Vijay Keshav Gokhale, IFS

Foreign Secretary
Since January,2018
Solicitor General of India
Principal Scientific Adviser

R. Chidambaram

Chief Economic Adviser

Arvind Subramanian

Office
Chairman, National Human Rights
Commission of India

Name

H. L. Dattu

Chairman, National Commission for

Syed Ghayorul

Minorities

Hasan Rizvi

© Clat Possible. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, sale, distribution or circulation
of any of the contents of this work is a punishable offence under the laws of India.

www.clatpossible.com
A Team Satyam Offering

April + Miscellaneous
Chairman, National Commission for
Scheduled Castes

Ram Shankar
Katheria since
May, 2017

Chairman, National Commission for

Nand Kumar Sai

Scheduled Tribes

since Feb 2017

Chairman, National Commission for
Backward Classes
Chairman, National Commission for
Women

vacant

Rekha Sharma

Chairman, Central Administrative
Tribunal
Chairman, Central Vigilance
Commission
Chairman, Central Information
Commission
Chairman, Atomic Energy
Commission of India
Secretary, Department of Space and
Chairman of Indian Space Research
Organisation
Chairman, University Grants
Commission
Chairman, Central Water Commission

K. V. Chowdhary

R. K. Mathur

Sekhar Basu

K Sivan since
January 2018

V. S. Chauhan

Narendra Kumar
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Director, Space Applications Centre
Chairman, National Forest
Commission

Tapan Misra

B. N. Kirpal

Chairman, Competition Commission

Devender Kumar

of India

Sikri

Office

Chairman, 15th Finance Commission of India

Governor, Reserve Bank of India
Chairman, Securities and Exchange Board of
India
Chairman, Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India

Name
N.K.Singh since November
2017
Urjit Patel

Ajay Tyagi, IAS

T. S. Vijayan

Chairman, 7th Pay Commission

Ashok Kumar Mathur

Chairman, Small Industries Development

Muhammad Mustafa since

Bank of India

August 2017

Chairman, Company Law Board

Mahesh Kumar Mittal

Chairman and Managing Director, ExportImport Bank of India
CEO and Managing Director, National
Housing Bank

Yaduvendra Mathur

Sriram Kalyanaraman
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Chairman, National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development
CEO and Managing Director, Industrial
Finance Corporation of India

Harsh Kumar Bhanwala

Emandi Sankara Rao

Chairman, National Stock Exchange

Ashok Chawla

Chairman, Bombay Stock Exchange

Dhirendra swarup

Chairperson, State Bank of India

Chairman, Industrial Development Bank of
India
Chairman, Life Insurance Corporation of
India
President, Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
Chairman, Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
President, Confederation of Indian Industry
President, Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India
Chairman, National Statistical Commission
Director General, Archaeological Survey of
India

Rajnish Kumar (banker)
since October, 2017

Mahesh Kumar Jain

V. K. Sharma

Pankaj Patel

Hemant G. Contractor

Shobhana Kamineni

Sandeep Jajodia

Radha Binod Barman

Rakesh Tewari
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Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India

Ram Sevak Sharma

Director, Enforcement Directorate

Karnal Singh

CMD, Oil and Natural Gas Corporation

Shashi Shanker

Chairman & MD, Gas Authority of India
Limited

B. C. Tripathi

Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation Limited

Sanjiv Singh

Chairman & MD, Oil India Limited

Utpal Bora

Chairperson, Central Board of Secondary
Education

Anita Karwal

Defence and Security[edit]
Occupation

Name

Chief of the Army Staff

General Bipin Rawat

Air Chief
Chief of the Air Staff

Marshal Birender Singh
Dhanoa

Chief of the Naval Staff
Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff
Director General, Military

Admiral Sunil Lanba

Air Marshall P. P. Reddy

Lieutenant General K. G.
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Intelligence

Krishna

Director, Intelligence Bureau

Rajiv Jain, IPS

Secretary, Research and
Analysis Wing
Director, Central Bureau of
Investigation
Director General, Border
Security Force
Director General, Central
Reserve Police Force
Director General, Central
Industrial Security Force
Director General, Indo-Tibetan
Border Police

Anil Dhasmana, IPS

Alok Verma, IPS

K. K. Sharma, IPS

Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar, IPS

O. P. Singh, IPS

R. K. Pachnanda, IPS

Director General, National

Sudeep Lakhtakia, IPS

Security Guard

since January 2018

Director General, National
Investigation Agency
Director General, National
Disaster Response Force

Y.C. Modi, IPS

Sanjay Kumar, IPS
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